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Hollywood's 
newest, 
prettiest 
Brit star * 

page 23 



You can 
never have 
enough 
party 
frocks 
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Open meetings’ to counter the left 

Blair seeks 

tighter grip 
on his party 

By Philip Webster, political editor 
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TONY BLAIR is planning to 
: s , cany on his Labour Party revo- 
. 4 hition with a package of inter- 
' nal changes designed to at¬ 
tract more members and curb 
the last power bastions of the 
old Left 

Having scrapped Clause 4 
of die party’s constitution and 
downgraded the annual con¬ 
ference, the Prime Minister 
now intends to shake up the 
way the party operates at the 
grassroots. 

In a move that will be op¬ 
posed by traditionalists, he is 
set to reform or even abolish 
the General Committee which 
for decades has been die pow¬ 
er base for activists in every 
constituency party and the 
. bane of many MPs called to ac- 

f count before them. 

Instead he wants the often 
interminable monthly meet¬ 
ings in draughty halls, with 
hard-core members passing 
resolutions on a multitude of 
subjects, to become a thing of 
the past The main focus of lo¬ 
cal party affairs would instead 
become “all-member meet¬ 
ings”, concentrating on poli¬ 
cies of interest to ordinary peo¬ 
ple. Mr Blairs Sedgefidd con¬ 
stituency has been a pioneer m 
die field. Others are following. 

The General Committee is 
made up of representatives 
from die party's branches 
across die constituency, trade 
unions with members living in 
the area, and other a ffili a ted 
societies. Its role was original¬ 
ly to manage local parties but 
over the years became the 
place where the most earnest 


One small 
step to stars 

The first piece of the £13 bil¬ 
lion international space sta¬ 
tion will be lifted Into orbit 
from Kazakhstan today. The 

Zarya module was buflt by a 

Russian company and wifi 
be launched by a Russian 
rocket—but it has been paid 
for by America Plage II 


members spent their hours in 
debate. 

Such meetings, according to 
Labour’s modernisers, al¬ 
lowed unrepresentative minor¬ 
ities to flourish. For while 
many people were driven 
away by boredom, persistent 
leftwingers were prepared to 
sit through the long meetings, 
which the Militant Tendency 
and other extremist groups 
used to build their influence in 
the Seventies. 

Now, with Labour's mem¬ 
bership beginning to dip Emm 
its post-election peak, Mr 
Blair has fold friends that he 
wants to “break the GC cul¬ 
ture”. Although no decisions 
have been taken, be wants to 
open up local Labour parties 
so that party meetings become 
enjoyable occasions: “Some 
members find our present 
structures deeply alienating," 
a senior Labour source said. 
“It is time to stop these commit¬ 
tees behaving as if they were 
all mim-parliaments. People 
are not joining our party to be 
lectured cm rules and 
resolutions." 

The process of “voluntary 
modernisation” is already un¬ 
der way in some areas. Sever¬ 
al parties have decided that 
the general committees should 
meet less regularly and a hand¬ 
ful not at all. • 

Key decisions such as ap¬ 
proval of election candidates 
are taken by a constituency’s 
executive committee, which is 
made up of branch representa¬ 
tives and constituency officers, 
but everyone is invited to die 


“a11 members’ meetings", 
which ministers often address. 
Other decisions are dealt with 
by smaller bodies, such as lo¬ 
cal policy forums and election 
campaign committees. 

Mr Blair is considering mak¬ 
ing such changes general 
across die party, which would 
mean amendments to die par¬ 
ty constitution at next year’s 
conference. A “healthy party" 
task force under fan McCart¬ 
ney. the trade minister and na¬ 
tional executive member, is 
looking at possible changes 
and Mr Blair is expected to 
use his report as the basis of 
the next phase of change and 
to bring forward proposals ear¬ 
ly next year. 

Ministers are frustrated 
that their hopes of turning La¬ 
bour into a mass membership , 
party have not been realised. 1 
After rising above 4(XWXX) dur¬ 
ing the 1997 election year it is 
now reputed to be about 
380.000. 

“The country voted for us. 
Some people joined because 
they thought ft would help to 
get the Tories oul But now 
they need good reasons to stay 
and we must give diem the par¬ 
ty they deserve," one said. 

Under reforms which came I 
into operation this year, the | 
National Policy Forum has be- 
come the party’s main policy- . 
making body. The annual con¬ 
ference can reject its reports al- I 
together, but not amend diem. 
The days when delegates 
spent hours “compositing" mo¬ 
tions to put to the conference 
have largely gone. 






Kenneth Stan,; the “ federally funded sex policeman”, bang sworn m at the start of impeachment proceedings against President Clinton yesterday 

Starr’s turn to face the inquisitors 


FRom Damian 
Whitworth 

IN WASHINGTON 

KENNETH STARR, Presi¬ 
dent Clinton’s tormentor for 
the past four years, became 
the subject of an inquisition 
himself yesterday as the third 
impeachment bearings in 
American history opened 
amid bitterness and rancour. 

The independent prosecutor 
attacked Mr Clinton as hard 
as he defended himself, accus¬ 
ing the President of repeated 
deception and abuse of power. 


In return, he was denounced 
as a “federally paid sex police¬ 
man". 

Mr Starr said that he wel¬ 
comed the opportunity to give 
an account of his investigation 
for the first time. His team had 
raft enjoyed or relished their 
task. “My office and I revere 
the law. I am proud of what 
we have accomplished. We 
were assigned a difficult job. 
We have tried to be both fair 
and thorough," be said. 

His report had never passed 
judgment on the relationship 
between Mr Clinton and Moni¬ 


ca Lewinsky, nor suggested 
that it was a high crime or mis¬ 
demeanour worthy of im¬ 
peachment “The referral is in¬ 
stead about obstruction of jus¬ 
tice, lying under oath, tamper¬ 
ing with witnesses and abuse 
of power.” 

He added: The evidence 
suggests that the President re¬ 
peatedly used the machinery 
of government and the powers 
of his office to conceal his rela¬ 
tionship with Monica Lewin¬ 
sky .” 

But Democrats on the 
House Judiciary Committee 


tore into Mr Starr. John Cony¬ 
ers described Mr Starr’s re¬ 
port into Mr Clinton’s affair 
with Ms Lewinsky as “tawdry, 
salacious and unneccessarily 
graphic" and said that Mr 
Starr had crossed die line into 
obsession. 

The idea of a federally paid 
sex policeman spending rail- 
ions of dollars to trap an un¬ 
faithful spouse would have 


been unthinkable prior to the 
Starr investigation,” he said. 

The White House said that 
Mr Starrs statement was con¬ 
spicuously short of the sexual 
details that had upset large sec¬ 
tions of the public “It's a PG- 
rated version of his X-rated re- 
ferraL They scrubbed out the 
sex," one official said. 

Sleepy sideshow, page 19 


ITN wins fight to kill News at Ten 
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By Raymond Snodby 
and Carol Midgley 

THE death kneD for News at 
Ten was finally sounded yes¬ 
terday, in spite of loud and re¬ 
peated protests from the Prime 
Minister, other politicians and 
most viewers. 

The Independent Television 
Commission voted by seven to 
three to allow ITN to kffl the 
30-year-old bulletin with the 
trademark Big Ben “bongs". 

But its newscaster Trevor 
McDonald will survive to" 
present the half-hour replace¬ 
ment programme at 630pm, 
as well as an hour-long weekly 
current affairs programme — 
at 10pm. There will also be a 
20-minute bulletin at IJpm, 
possibly presented by Dermot 
Mumaighan. 

Announcing the decision, 
the ITC chairman Sir Robin 
Biggam said that it was right 
to give ITV the chance to test a 
new schedule with more come¬ 
dy and drama between 9pm 
and 11pm. 30pm. 

“In a multichannel age. di- 


ii: Mil 






“The following item 
may upset some people ■ 
—particularly me” 

rect intervention by a regula¬ 
tor to dictate the precise sched¬ 
uling of a programme, even an 
institution such as News at 
Ten looks increasingly inap¬ 
propriate," Sir Robin said. 

But his conclusion was at 
odds with 80 per cent of the 
people who wrote to the ITC 
about the issue, with a majori¬ 
ty of people interviewed by 



Biggam: TTV schedule 
must have fts chance" 

MORI, and with politicians of 
all persuasions. 

Gerald Kaufman, chairman 
of the Commons Select Com¬ 
mittee on CuhurejMedia and 
Sport said last night “ We 
have passed a new milestone 
m the dumbing down of Brit¬ 
ain. The ITC exists to protect 
standards but has derided to 
allow ratings to came first.” 


John Major was also wither¬ 
ing in his criticism. “News at 
Ten is an institution. Moving 
it is a grave mistake. I suspect 
ft will lead to a downgrading 
of the quality of evening televi¬ 
sion and reduce the ability of 
the independent companies to 
report breaking news through¬ 
out the evening.” 

And a spokesman for Mr 
Blair said: “He has made it 
dear that his preference was 
to keep it at ten o’clock.” 

TTV had asked for the right 
to move die main evening 
news programme as part of its 
plan to revamp its schedule in 
the face of increasing competi¬ 
tion. The ITC go-ahead means 
that it will be able to broadcast 
more adult comedy, hard-hit¬ 
ting documentaries, drama 
and uninterrupted films be¬ 
tween 9pm and llpra. 

The Commission said yester¬ 
day it was giving its approval 
cm condition that there will be 
no reduction in the funding, 
rang? or quality (ft national 
and international news no re¬ 
duction in public service val¬ 


ues and a greater diverity of 
programme in peak viewing 
times; and at least 12 half-hour 
slots for regional programmes 
on weekdays with another pro¬ 
gramme at weekends. 

The ITC. which has also in¬ 
sisted on news headlines being 
broadcast as dose to 10pm as 
possible each night, wfll re¬ 
view the changes in a year and 
demand action if they are seal 
to be failing. But foe ITC chief 
executive Peter Ttogers conced¬ 
ed that once the decision had 
been taken “the genie could 
not be put back in the bottle" 
and Mews' at Ten would not re¬ 
turn. 

The ITV chief executive Rich¬ 
ard Eyre welcomed the deri¬ 
sion and promised an “excit¬ 
ing and far-reaching overhaul 
of ITV'S primetime schedule". 
He said the ITC conditions ap¬ 
peared reasonable and ITV 
was confident it could meet 
them. 

Peter Barnard, page 7 
Leading article, page 25 
Media, page 43 i 


A combination of tradition and modern 
style. Fine works of art. Presented 
by a jeweller with the same philosophy. 


ujEmpe 


W—l.ra Iwfla NiuM h»»Ww, Mudcli a —d — fmrit ,Ihh Nn>l»rk 




wmm 




This year’s traditional turkey may be the last 


770140 ,, 046251 


By Michael Hornsby 
agriculture CORRESPONDENT 

The traditional farm-fresh tuikey, with 
gently rotting innards still intact, may 
be seen in butchers’ windows for the 
last time this Christmas. 

Jeff Rooker. the Food Safety Minister 
and bete noire of unpasteurised milk 
drinkers and T-bone steak lovers, be¬ 
lieves the birds pose a hygiene threat 
He would prefer them all to be disem¬ 
bowelled in licensed slaughterhouses 
or meal-cutting plants as happens in 


foe rest of foe EU. If his view prevails, 
butchers would no longer be able to 
buy turkeys from farmers with the 
head, feet and giblets still intact — a 
state known in the trade as long-legged 
or New York-dressed. 

Turkey fanners said yesterday mat 
small producers could be forced out of 
business because they would not be 
able to afford the extra labour and 
equipment to needed to dress the fowl 
themselves. 

Butchers said they would lose con¬ 
trol over the amount of time the birds 


were hung before bring eviscerated, a 
crucial factor in creating the superior 
flavour of the traditional turkey. 

A strict rode of practice requires that 
the birds must be mainly hand- 
plucked, be hung for at least seven 

days, be at least 18 weeks old at slaugh¬ 
ter and be fed mostly on cereals with no 

use of growth-promoting drugs. 

About 400.000 such birds are sold 
each year, and it is estimated that up to 
half of them are sent to butchers whole. 
But the vast majority of the 10 million 
tur keys sold at Christmas are intensive- 


ly-reared birds bred to convert food 
quickly into huge amounts of breast 
meat They sell for as little as a third of 
the prioe of the traditional variety. 

A spokesman for the Ministry (ft Ag¬ 
riculture confirmed that the regula¬ 
tions were under review, but could not 
say when proposals might be put out 
foramsultafion. 

He did, however, confirm: “We 
would like to see all the preparation of 
poultry done in licensed abattoirs 
where conditions are carefully control¬ 
led and cleanliness is assured.” 
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2 HOME NEWS 


D oes anyone know the 
Old French for‘What¬ 
ever happened to that 
one. then?” 

We ask, because at the Proro¬ 
gation of Parliament which oc¬ 
curred yesterday in the Lords, 
a list of the Acts which Parliar 
ment has passed in session 
now dosing is read out But 
where the devil was the Euro¬ 
pean Elections Act? 

After each Act's declaration, 
a behosed flunkey turns sol¬ 
emnly from the Throne and de- 
dares "La Rsyne le veult!" 
which means 'The Queen 
wants it". 


Tony’s tabloid touch leaves Lords staring 

97 _ ___ _ In tuMniH lanouape oF HEW L3- 
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e at the abyss 


Thus, yesterday: "Waste 
Minimisation Act." 

"La Reyne le veultr 

"Registration of Political Par¬ 
ties Act” 

“La Reyne le veult!" 

One by one. the Bills which 
had gone forward front both 
Houses of Parliament were list¬ 
ed as Acts. But one key Bill, 
promised by Her Majesty her¬ 
self in that very Chamber in 
the last Queen’S Speech, was 
missing. Should these myster¬ 
ies not enjoy an archaic report¬ 
age of their own? In The 
Times* Revised Lords Proce¬ 
dure. it might go like this: 


(Reader) “European Elec¬ 
tions Act" 

(flunkey:) “Ou est-iir 
(All peers:) "Tory faux pasr 
Instead, the errant Act was 
notable yesterday only by a si¬ 
lence —and a curiously agitat¬ 
ed air among the Lords and La¬ 
dies themselves. They just 
couldn't sit still. Not within liv¬ 
ing memory had their doings 
occupied the front pages of all 
the tabloid newspapers togeth¬ 
er. Good heavens! They actual¬ 
ly mattered. 

In a Question before Proro¬ 
gation. about the dispensing of 
aspirins by pharmacists. Lord 



POLITICAL SKETCH 



Stewartby, 63. had begun: 
"My Lords, as one of those 
who does take a junior aspirin 
every morning in hopes of 
avoiding a heart-attack...” 
(sympathetic nods) "as a result 
of excitement in your lord- 
ships’ House...” 

They were almost rolling in 
the aisles. One bishop, 
slumped so deep in prayer 
that it was possible to mistake 


his .meditation for slumber, sat 
bolt upright, electrified. 

Even the Queen’S speech 
(read out on Prorogation, by 
the Lord Chancellor) seemed 
to have woken up. Out goes 
the dull and dignified lan¬ 
guage in which draughtsmen 

used to frame the Queen’s Gov¬ 
ernment's account of its own 
doings in the session being 
dosed: and in comes the jaunti¬ 


ly tabloid language of new La¬ 
bour’s rebranded Britain. 

Her Majesty’s speech starr¬ 
ed conventionally enough 
CWe remember with pleasure 
our visit to Canada in June,” 
she lied) but all at once 
snapped to attention: "The edu¬ 
cation of young people has 
been my Government's TOP 

priority!" 

Can you honestly imagine 
Her Majesty saying Thai? As 
well suppose she might start 
her day by summoning a foot¬ 
man: “After breakfast, a brisk 
walk with the corgies is my 
TOP priority. Then we’ll go 


walkabout in Windsor, shak¬ 
ing hands with the many, not 

die few...” . , 

Her speech to the Lords and 
Commons (MPs standing 
crowded at the Bar by the 
Chamber’s entrance) droned 
on for ages, strolling boastful¬ 
ly through the achievements of 
the last eighteen months. If the 
Queen did not quite declare 
“no return to Tory boom and 
bustr then we must assume 
that someone at the Palace 
had drawn the line at Alastair 
Campbell's first draft. But 
Downing Street did appear to 
have got the Government's “vi- 


Heads win fight 
against ‘unfair’ 
results index 






MINISTERS bowed to a cho¬ 
rus of criticism from head 
teachers yesterday and 
dropped a controversial new 
measure of teenagers’ 
progress from school league ta¬ 
bles" to be published in less 
than a fortnight. 

The decision to abandon a 
five-point grading designed to 
iron out differences in schools’ 
intake was condemned by the 
Tories as a “humiliating U- 
tum". The move came only a 
week after David Blunkett, the 
Education and Employment 
Secretary, had insisted that 
the measure was valid and re¬ 
fused to “suppress" the data. 

The “progress index” com¬ 
pared the GCSE results of 
schools with similar test scores 
at M. But Mr Blunkett decided 
at tiie weekend that the meas¬ 
ure - first outlined by minis¬ 
ters in March - would have 
been unfair to many success¬ 
ful schools. 

A number of schools where 
all the GCSE candidates 
achieved at least five good 
passes were relegated to the 
bottom two grades because 
outstanding test scores two 
years earlier had left little 
room for improvement Gov¬ 
ernment sources said Mr Blun¬ 
kett felt the index was not suffi¬ 
ciently reliable and might dis¬ 
credit attempts to assess the 
value added by schools. 

The change of heart delight- 


Ministers drop 
value-added- 
ranking from 
school league 
tables, writes 
John Q’Leaiy 

ed head teachers’ leaders, who 
had pressed far the index to be 
dropped after hundreds of 
their members wrote to Mr 
Blunkett. complaining about 
their grades. 

Invicza Grammar School, in 
Maidstone, Kent, for example, 
registered its best GCSE re¬ 
sults but was to be placed in 
the penultimate grade. Every 
candidate had passed five 
GCSEs at grade C or above 
and almost half of the entries 
were marked as A or A*. 

Susan COurL Invicta’s head 
teacher, said: “By every sensi¬ 
ble measure, our results were 
outstanding. But bemuse the 
girls’ test results were also 
good and we deliberately put 
them in for only nine subjects, 
rather than 11 or 12, this was 
not going to be good enough.” 

Brierton Comprehensive 
School in Hartlepool, also 
achieved its best results, regis¬ 
tering a 58 per cent improve¬ 


ment only to be graded D. Stu¬ 
art Priestly, the head teacher, 
said: “We had to keep telling 
the children that they were 
still fantastic and had worked 
incredibly hard. If they do in¬ 
troduce a progress measure, it 
will have to be far more re¬ 
fined than this one.” 

David Willetts, the Shadow 
Education Secretary, said: 
The Government claimed 
this measure was going to 
identify schools which are 
coasting and denying their pu¬ 
pils the success they should be 
getting. What has happened to 
that claim now?” 

. The Government has prom¬ 
ised to crack down on schools 
which are not doing as well as 
they should, given the abilities 
of their intake. Low grades in 
the index would have high- ‘ 
lighted many such schools, 
but they will now not be identi¬ 
fied in the tables. Instead, the 
full tables available to parents 
will show only schools in the 
top two categories. 

David Hart, general secre¬ 
tary of the National Associa¬ 
tion of Head Teachers, one of 
those pressing for the index to 
be abandoned, said: “Al¬ 
though we would have pre¬ 
ferred total withdrawal of the 
measure, the fact that the Gov¬ 
ernment has made such a sig¬ 
nificant change is an admis¬ 
sion that the proposals were 
flawed.” 
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Ceaseless efforts to secure cross-party uni¬ 
ty and a strong female input into the 
Good Friday agreement have earned a 
mother of two the coveted UK Woman of 
Europe Award. 

Bronagh Hinds. 48. wbo is based in 
Belfast, is bring rewarded for her out¬ 
standing voluntary contributions to¬ 


wards helping the return of long-term 
peace in Northern Ireland and European 
integration. 

Ms Hinds, founder of the Northern Ire¬ 
land Women's Coalition said: “I am very 
pleased it has come to someone in North¬ 
ern Ireland, particularly this year when 
women were active in negotiations in the 


peace process. This is not just for me but 
for all the women. 

“We have had a very high degree of 
community organisation and activism. 
Women may not have been involved in 
the political field in the past but they have 
been on the streets and in local organisa¬ 
tions taking a leadership role there.” 


UN calls for changes to RUC 
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By Martin Fletcher 
Chief Ireland 
Correspondent 

A UNITED Nations human 
rights committee called yester¬ 
day forthe^reconstruction” of 
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the Royal Ulster Constabu¬ 
lary, the banning of plastic bul¬ 
lets, and the rapid closure of 
Castlereagh and other RUC in¬ 
terrogation centres. 

The report, by the UN Com¬ 
mittee Against Torture, comes 
just as tile future of the RUC 
has become one of Northern 
Ireland's most contentious po¬ 
litical issues. Chris Patten’s 
commission on policing has 
embarked on a major prov¬ 
ince-wide consultation exer¬ 
cise, and is to publish its con¬ 
clusions by next summer. 

Sinn Fein seized on the re¬ 
port. Gerry Adams said it “con¬ 
demned” the RUC like scores 
of others before it, and was 
“further evidence of the logic 
of Sinn Fein'S demand that the 
RUC be disbanded”. 


But Ian Paisley Jnr. the 
Democratic Unionist Party’s 
justice spokesman, said the 
UN had never once investigat¬ 
ed human rights abuses by ter¬ 
rorists over the past 30 years, 
and questioned its authority to 
investigate the RUC. The RUC 
refused to comment until it 
had seen the document 
The report said there should 
be a “reconstruction of the 
RUC so that it more closely 
represented the cultural reali¬ 
ties of Northern Ireland”. 

It said RUC officers should 
undergo “an extensive pro¬ 
gramme of reeducation-di¬ 
rected at the objectives of the 
(Good Friday) peace accord 
and the best methods of mod¬ 
ern police practices". 

The Belfast-based Commit¬ 


tee on the Administration of 
Justice urged the government 
to implement all the report's 
recommendations immediate¬ 
ly. “We would hope that a gov¬ 
ernment that has placed hu¬ 
man rights at the centre of its 
foreign policy would place hu¬ 
man rights at the centre of its 
domestic policy." said a spokes¬ 
man. 

CAJ legal officer Paul Ma- 
geean called on the Govern¬ 
ment to immediately imple¬ 
ment the recommendations of 
the UN report 

He said: “The Good Friday 
Agreement offers us an oppor¬ 
tunity to build a new peaceful 
society based on respect for hu¬ 
man rights. The Government 
should act on these recommen¬ 
dations without delay.” 


sion” for the future past the 
Royal censors. 

At last it was over. MPs 
were dismissed. Madam 
Speaker and her cohorts — 
dowdy in the presence of ril 
this finery - bowed and left, 
MPs following. We could hear 
the hubbub of a departing 
crowd of elected politicians, 
echoing down the corridor like 
the sound of a farmyard, fad¬ 
ing as the beasts lumbered 
back ro home pasture. 

The lords, hereditaries and 
all, were left in silence, all gilt 
and ermine and scarlet, star¬ 
ing into an abyss. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


It’s ‘no’ to 
EU tax 
harmony 

GORDON BROWN has 
warned Germany that Britain 
I would not accept any moves 
towards the harmonisation of 
taxes across the European Un~ 
j ion. The Chancellor used his 
first meeting with his German 
counterpart Oskar Lafon- 
taine. to stress the differences 
, between the two over the is¬ 
sue. His message is designed 
to calm fears that a manifesto 
signed by the EU’s social dem¬ 
ocratic governments would 
provide a springboard for a 
push for tax harmonisation. 

But the two did announce 
an Anglo-German working 
group to strive for economic 
reform and job creation. 

Doctors warned 

Doctors who place patients at 
risk will be “named and 
shamed". AJan Milbum. the 
Health Minister, told the Roy¬ 
al College of Physicians. Mr 
Milbum said that bad doctors 
should be sacked. from the 
health service. 

Savings fallen 

The amount of money being 
saved by families and individ¬ 
uals has dropped by nearly a 
third since Labour came to 
power, figures published by 
the Tories revealed, and it 
could fall by a further 10 per 
cent before the next election. 

Rapist’s suicide 

John Steed, the M4 rapist 
hanged himself in Full Sutton 
jail after, hearing he would nev¬ 
er be released, an inquest jury 
at Hull was told yesterday. 
Steed. 34. was serving life for 
killing a woman and raping 
three others. Verdict suicide. 

Mandelson trip 

Peter Mandelson, the Trade 
and Industry Secretary, yester¬ 
day cancelled a three-day 
trade promotion visit to Brazu 
“due to pressure of parliamen¬ 
tary business". He had been, 
due to head a delegation of ex¬ 
porters. Media, page 43 
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WITH DIRECT 
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Regions get Save MPs 
new cash from trial 
injection by TV, says 
from EU watchdog 


WHY’S A LOMBARD DIRECT 
SAVINGS ACCOUNT BETTER? 

• The Persona Savings Service hi a new 
and convenient way to invest and manage 
your savings. 

• We're part ol the NatWest Group, so 
you can be sure your savings wffl be safe in 
our hands. 

• Our Direct Access Account pays an 
axcettent rate between 6.85% and 7.35% 
gross pa** 

• Ytw will get direct, penalty-free access to 
your savings as often as you Bob. 

• We commit never to offer better rates to 
attract new customers than we give to 
existing savers. 

• You can manage your account over the 
phone. 24 hours a day, by caffing 
0800-2-15000.* 

• You can have interest paid monthly or 
armuaXy 

• You can receive monthly or quarterly 
statements. 

SEE HOW MUCH MORE 
YOU COULD EARN 

• If you have an ordinary instant access 
account with a high street bank or budding 
society, check what your savings are 
currently earning and see how much more 
you could aam wuh Lombard Direct 


You'll find that our rates also compare wary 
favourably with other postal or telephone 
instant and dared access accounts. 

1 Vtau can see from the toHawtng tabte that 
on £5,000. you could be £190 belter off 
each year 
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Barclays, Lloyds and Onset Lara rates coma as at 
27.1088. M rates are based on interest pad amuafly 

MANAGING YOUR ACCOUNT 
COULDN’T BE SIMPLER 
• A8 you need is a telephone and an cKis&ng 
bank or budding society current account. 


• Ybu enjoy unBmfed, penaftyTrae access 
to your savings by caffing 0800 - 2 - 1 5000,* 

24 hours a day 

• If you went to make a withdrawal, simply 
call and instruct us to send hinds to your 
current account by bank transfer. 

• if YHi want to mate a single deposit, simply 
can and instruct us to collect funds from 
your current account by Direct Debit 

• If you want to make regular deposits, w 
can org a n is e ths for you. 

• Our password system ensures that any 
instnxtfons you give us remain secure. 

OPENING AN ACCOUNT 
IS EASY 

• Cafl 0800-2-15000; 24 hours a day. and 
well take you through a few simple 
questions over the phone. 

• We’fl send you a pre-completed application 
form for you to sign and return with a 
cheque for your opening balance. 

• As soon as we receive your signed form 

and cheque we! open the account. 

• ft's as simple as that) 
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(QUOTING PIG? 7?? 

LINES OPEN 24 HOURS A DAY 
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(nffientty 20%) and Is araBaHa to LK residert norvta payers AS rate# are variable and correct as at 9 Ncwmber 1998. WftWanmth by piww w posfl w# aka 
up to 3 wwUng days to ream your nommaied currant aecowa. or an wffi send you a Cheque by first das* posL Lombard Dima Lamtanf Bank Untied, 

3 Princess Way RaduB. Surrey rhi tWP. Wuhan ouetadona available on repural Lombard Direct and the t w a pka n o dw ac rt r me regis te red trademark* 


From Charles Bremnbr 
IN BRUSSELS 

CORNWALL West Wales and 
South Yorkshire are on trade 
to receive hundreds of millions 
of pounds in new aid from the 
European Union, according to 
figures drawn up by the Euro¬ 
pean Commission. 

The regions are expected to 
qualify for the first time in the 
category of poorest areas of Eu¬ 
rope, along with Merseyside, 
which already enjoys the so- 
called “Objective One" status. 
However, the new wealth sta¬ 
tistics, to be published next 
week, confirm that Northern 
Ireland and Scotland’s High¬ 
lands and Island will drop out 
of the most favoured category 
unless the EU agrees to the 
Government's pleading for 
special arrangements. 

Britain, which is the EU* 
fourth poorest state in terms of 
wealth per capita, has been 
fighting to soften planned cuts 
in the £1J billion a year it re¬ 
ceives from the ELI'S regional 
funds. 

Two thirds of this goes to the 
Objective One regions for fi¬ 
nancing infrastructure and 
building new industry. The 
cuts are part of a big reform in 
regional aid, which was 
launched in 19S8 to raise living 
standards in the poorer areas 
of Europe, in preparation for 
the membership of the former 
communist countries in the 
next decade. 


by TV, says 
watchdog 

By Valerie Eluott 
WHITEHALL EDITOR 

MPS accused of breaking par¬ 
liamentary rules should be 
spared trial by television. Lord 
Neill of Bladen, QC the public 
standards watchdog, said yes¬ 
terday. 

He said the televised grill¬ 
ing of Neil Hamilton, the 
former Tory MP at the centre 
of "cash for questions ” allega¬ 
tions, had detracied from natu¬ 
ral justice. 

Lord Neill .suggested that in 
any future complex case, a for¬ 
mal body should be set up “to 
ensure that justice would not 
only be done but be manifestly 
seen to be done". 

His remarks appear to set 
his Committee on Standards 
in Public Life on a collision 
course with MPs on the Stand¬ 
ards and Privileges Commit¬ 
tee. Lord Neill is shortly to 
launch a review of the success 
of the anti-sleaa? measures in¬ 
troduced by MPS in the wake 
of the cash for questions allega¬ 
tions. But his views, induded 
in a Commons report yester¬ 
day. make dear that he is con¬ 
cerned about the way that the 
MPS handled the Hamilton 
case. 

He said that Mr Hamilton 
should have been allowed to 
challenge evidence investigat¬ 
ed by Sir Gordon Downey, the 
Parliamentary Standards Com¬ 
missioner. and to cross-exam¬ 
ine witnesses. 


HARDWOOD 

FLOORING 

Come to fhe 

SPECIALISTS 
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When you’re looking for a hardwood floor with low maintenance, 
Woodstock have the expertise and product range you deserve. 
A nationwide team of qualified craftsmen ensure a rapid and 
straightforward installation with minimum fin^ The r rff ift - 
a beautiful and durable floor, adding value to your home with a 
look that will never date. 


■ Available in block or plank in 
mahogany, red oak, natural 
oak, maple, walnur. beech 
nn J cherry, ro name bur a few 

■ An average room normally 
installed in a single day 

■ Free home estimating service 
without obligation 

■ Up to 10 year wear warranty, 
suitable for both domestic 
and commercial use 

■ Vrmm Jnstb trtdiitr gmrqtn: 


■ Select from large samples in the 
comfort of your own home 

■ Nationwide sales & installation 

service 

1 
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find H cheeper etsewhm wflhin 
M doyt e/purchase and wall 
I refund fwicn dUfnmnon I 

■ - ( 3 nmd»dpnx<uc« lW>I -1 . 


FREEFONE 0500 678967 

FOR YOUR BROCHURE OR FREE SURVEY AND QUOTATION 
Subject to status, Written details an request. fSSSI 
SHOWROOM OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK - CALLERS WELCOME MW 



VINTAGE PORT OFFER 


TOMORROW 
in The Times 


Buy one, get one FREE 




floors Limited 


MAKING HARDWOOD FLOORS AFFORDABLE 
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Fat lady’s libel 
suit falls flat 

Robin Young on the case of a hoarv old joke brought before High Court 


THE fat lady was denied her 
chance to sing in l he High 
Court yesterday when ihe ma¬ 
jestically proportioned so- 
wrano Jessye Norman lost her 
Did to sue for libel over a quip 
about her size. She claimed 
words used about her were 
“vulgar and undignified”. 

Classic CD magazine had re¬ 
lated a story that, when she be¬ 
en*® trapped in swing doors 
on the way to a concert and 
was advised to turn sideways 
to release herself, she had re¬ 
plied: “Honey. I ain't got no 
sideways.” 

Miss Norman complained 
that the attribution to her of a 
remark she never made held 
her up to ridicule, mockery 
and contempt because it con- 
formed to a “degrading racist 
;H<teraotype of a person (rf Afri¬ 
can-American tentage". 

Lord Justice Peter Gibson, 
in a ruling in the Court of Ap¬ 
peal yesterday, said that the 
words of whirfi the diva com¬ 
plained could never convey the 
defamatory meanings that she 
was suggesting. 

He commented ruefully: “I 
could have wished Miss Nor¬ 
man had told the hoary old 
joke contained in the anecdote 
— the subject of this libel ac¬ 
tion —as it would have shown 
that, in addition to possessing 
the remarkable vocal and dra¬ 
matic talents which have 
made her world-famous as a 
distinguished opera singer. 


she had an engaging sense of 
humour. Unhappily, she has 
taken offence at the false attri¬ 
bution to her of the six words." 

The judge was right about 
the hoariness of the joke. If 
Times readers care to flick, 
through a 1900 volume of 
Punch they will be able to find 
the cartoon by L Raven Hill 
which may be the joke in its 
original form. Raven Hill de¬ 
picted a stout lady endeavour¬ 
ing to clamber into a horse- 
drawn omnibus. The caption 


Miss Norman is reported to 
have greeted her with the 
winds: “Hi. skinny." 

Miss Norman. 53. who fives 
in New York, had already 
tried unsuccessfully to sue 
Classic CO in the United 
States over their article, which 
was published in 1994.Her 
Claim in this country was 
struck out under High Court 
rules that the words com¬ 
plained of did not bear the 
meanings she attributed to 
them. 


4 The article portrays her with a 
sense of artistic discrimination 
which is the very reverse of vulgar * 


ran: Carrier. “Try zideways, 
Mrs Jones, try adewaysT Mrs 
Jones: “Lar bice *ee John, I 
ain’t got no zkfewaysT’ 

With all due respect, the 
judge may have done some 
small injustice in supposing 
that the stately and magnifi¬ 
cent Miss Norman is entirely 
devoid of a sense of humour. 

Another story often told of 
her and about which she has 
never sued (yet, at any rale) is 
that on one occasion she en¬ 
tered a recording studio and 
encountered the British sing¬ 
er, Rita Hunter, also a person¬ 
ality of generous proportions. 


Lord Justice Hirst, in his rul¬ 
ing. said the three-page artide 
in which the words com¬ 
plained of appeared was “ex¬ 
tremely complimentary" on 
tiie whole, though it did say 
that it was “hard to envisage 
the grand, statuesque 49-year- 
old [Miss Norman] as the libid¬ 
inous adolescent ISalome] 
stripping off the seven veils." 

Miss Norman claimed that 
the artide had caused serious 
injury to her personal and pro¬ 
fessional reputation and to her 
feelings. Her counsel, John 
Rampton, QC. tokl the appeal 
judges that the words could be 
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The sound of music 
silenced by surgery 


From Giles Whittell 

IN WASHINGTON 

JULIE Andrews, the eternally 
sunny icon of musical theatre, 
may never ring in public 
again because she has failed to 
recover from an operation last 
• *'gear to remove growths horn 
lir ner vocal chords, her husband 
has disdosed. 

Hers was the voice that rang 
out over the Austrian Tyrol in 
The Sound of Music and sus¬ 
tained a glittering career in the 
West End, on Broadway and 
in film-But now. “ifyoa heard 
it, you'd weep”, her husband. 
Blake Edwards, said. “I don’t 
think shell sing again. It's an 
absolute tragedy 

Andrews, 63, underwent the 
surgery to remove benign DOd- 
ules in June last year during a 
grueffing Broadway tun of Wc- 
tor/Victoria, as the principal 
character in which she effec¬ 
tively played both the mate 
and female leads. The run had 
been frequently interrupted by 
the sore throats and laryngitis 
that the operation was intend¬ 
ed to cure. 

Seventeen months an. the 
- 'prognosis is gloomy. The doc- 
who did the surgery said 
they don’t know when it might 
teal." Andrews’s spokesman. 
Gene Schwam. said yesterday. 


Ex-PC who 
claimed for 
Viagra gets 
£350,000 

A FORMER Irish policeman 
who sought compensation to 
buy the anti-impotence drug 
Viagra because he had been 
forced to retire after a beating 
-was yesterday awarded 
Jbo.000 in damages. 

■ The Dublin High Court was 
idd that an unspecified sec¬ 
tion of the award against the 
Irish state to Philip Purcell. 45. 
related to the Viagra aspect of 
the 

Mr Purcell said that he had 

suffered from erectile dysfunc¬ 
tion as a resultrfposHraumal- 

ic stress caused by ** a™j 

on him by fans after a football 
i match in Dublin fou r years 
ago. Ordered to retire last 
year, he had undergone 
cal treatment for his lossoftite 
do.butdidnotbeUeveheh^ 

been cured. He found ttatVa- 
i gra tablets, whidj cost 
dok had proved Jes *** 
foL Mr PureeD, who wj 
Dublin-based member of the 
Irish police force* special de- 
tectiveimit told the court*at 
j* intended ® use the tabfek 

Purcell’s difficulties. He af- 


for future medical treat 



Andrews: (fid not know 
her voice was in danger 

“There’s a 50-90 chance that it 
won’t” 

Mr Schwam said that the 
star of MaryPoppins and the 
original stage version of My 
Fair Lady was “very sad¬ 
dened" and might never have 
had the operation had she 
known she could lose her 
voice.“Julie has always consid¬ 
ered herself a singer who ads, 
rather than an actor who 
sings.” he said. 

Andrews had reportedly 


been warned that scar tissue 
might form on her vocal 
chords, but chose surgery in¬ 
stead of her other option of six 
months* rest 

After 722 back-to-back per¬ 
formances of Victor/Victoria, 
which Edwards wrote for her 
25 years ago. she refused to let 
her understudy take over. In¬ 
stead, Liza MineHi, a friend 
and tire star of the film version 
of Cabaret, stood in during 
tiie operation only to forget 
her lines, prompting a “sick¬ 
out" by her male costar and 
ridicule in die press. Since 
then. Andrews has been rest¬ 
ing mainly at her home in 
Gstaad, Switzerland. 

A planned tour of Victor / 
Victoria has had to be can¬ 
celled. In the meantime its star 
has returned to work once, to 
record 700 spoken lines as the 
parrot Polynesia in a West 
End musical on the adven¬ 
tures of Dr Doolittle. 

Brought up in Wahon-an- 
Thames, Andrews was sing¬ 
ing in My Fair Lady on Broad¬ 
way by tiie time she was 19. 
She was deeply upset to lose 
the lead in the musical's film 
version to Audrey Hepburn, 
but won an Oscar nomination 
for The Sound of Music, the 
most successful filmed musi¬ 
cal yet made. 


Judges cannot 
agree over lap 
dancers’ offers 

By Frances Gibb, legal correspondent 


THE Lord Chief Justice, Lord 
Bingham, and another senior 
judge cannot agree over exact¬ 
ly how they should regard the 
extra sendees offered by lap 
dancers after their public per¬ 
formances. 

At issue is whether after- 
dance offers by the girls of sex 
for money should render dub 
managers guilty of failing to 
provide good order. 

Magistrates at Horseferry 
Road court in London have al¬ 
ready derided it does not Bui 
despite hearing intimate de¬ 
tails of an undercover police 
missions to several lapdanc¬ 
ing dubs. Lord Bingham, the 
Lord Chief Justice, and Mr 
justice Collins fai led to agree 
whether the magistrates were 

right or wrong. 

The two judges said m the 
High Court that one of them 
took the view that Ihe sex of- 

fas try the oris wot suffi- 
dent to get the dub bosses 
into legal hot water, the other 

took the contrary view. 

As a result the question of 
what lap dancers can offer 
without making their employ¬ 
ed liable to prosecution tor 
failing to keep order is now to 
be pondered a^m m me 
High Court - this tune by 
three judges. This is toi ensure 

thateven if there is a disagree¬ 


ment at least a majority deci¬ 
sion can be readied. 

The three London West 
End cfobs at the centre of.the 
row are tiie Gaslight Club in 
York Street, Qiaplins in Swal¬ 
low Street and the Crazy 
Horse in Regent Street 

Lord Bingham and Mr Jus¬ 
tice Collins were told what 
happened when plain dothes 
police officers visited the 
premises on covert missions. 

They heard that dancers 
wearing bikini tops and G- 
strings. wait into suggestive 
dance routines that included 
erotic contact until the officers 
and were then told that after 
dancing, the dancers made of¬ 
fers of sex. 

After hearing of the rou¬ 
tines the judges were satisfied 
that they amounted to “per¬ 
formances wholly or mainly 
comprised for sexual stimula¬ 
tion" and breached licensing 
roles governing places of pub¬ 
lic entertainment. 

But they amid not agree 
with each other on the magis¬ 
trates* ruling that as the danc¬ 
ers were not overheard mak¬ 
ing die offers, they did not 
render the dub owners guilty 
of failing to maintain good or¬ 
der. 

A date for a further inquiry 
into the matter is to be fixed. 


defamatory if they exposed the 
plaintiff to ridicule. 

Lord Justice Hirst had con¬ 
cluded that the “reasonable 
reader, considering the 
words in the context of the arti¬ 
de as a whole, could not inter¬ 
pret them in the sense Miss 
Norman daimed. “which is in 
any event so anodyne a mean¬ 
ing as to be barely defamato¬ 
ry". He said: “The article as a 
whole portrays the plaintiff as 
a person of high standing and 
impeccable dignity, and with a 
sense of artistic discrimination 
and personal propriety which 
is the very reverse of vulgar." 

Lord Justice Peter Gibson 
added that the artide only 
gave the impression of poking 
“gentle fun" at Miss Norman's 
sac, and pointed out that in 
the very next sentence it said: 
“She has lost a lot Of weight 
since then ” 

That impression, the judge 
said, was entirely compatible 
with “the setfdeprecating hu¬ 
mour" Miss Norman dis¬ 
played when she was quoted 
as commenting on the suitabil¬ 
ity of her playing the part of a 
heroine dying of consumption. 
Then she was reported to have 
said: “1 simply draft look the 
part They have to say 1 was 
run over by a car or some¬ 
thing.” 

Miss Norman's appeal 
against the ruling that the 
claim should be struck out 
was dismissed. 
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The American soprano Jessye Nnman, who, Ihe magazine artirig admitted, has lost weight in recent years 
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ZANUSSI 1050 Spin 

'Aquacyde' Washing Machine 

■ 33 Programmes. ■ 'Aquacyde' Wash 
System. ■ Counter Balanced Spinning. 


SAVErdOO 


ON A HUGE CHOICE OF LAUNDRY, DISHWASHERS & REFRIGERATION 


VOUCHER PRICE 


■ Rinse Hold. Model FL51183W. 

Was £359.99. In-store Price £329.99. 

6 MONTHS INTEREST FREE OPTION* 




•A' RATED PERFORMANCE 
WASHING MACHINES 


FRiDGE 

FREEZERS 
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LEISURE 110cm Slot-in Rangestyle Cooker 

■ Available in gas. electric, dual fuel or LPG SALE PR I 


SERVIS 1 DOS Spin 
Washing Machine HIM -m, , 
Economy Wadi 0ptton.B^|^ ItM/t 
Model M3110. Pyill rj JM 

Was £249.99. il VI 

6 MOUTHS INTEREST FREE OPTION* 


WHITE KNIGHT Tiimwfaie Dow 

■ Rmne Hart** ■UUJ| *uuo« MCE 

Srtwgs" a LMMmuW KfY|| f 1M,S 
Timer Model 412W. t IBrAM 

Was £149.99. In-a ore Price £13939. 


EXCLUSIVE! 




CREDA MtWHW 1000 Spin 

Washing Machine [BIN mu to 
27 Programmes nPA 

Model 17086 lElll r/VJllQ 

W3s£2E9 W. mrlrM iE nJvISS 

6 MONTHS INTEREST FREE OPTION* 


CREDA laraBS 130i Rnene Action 
Condenser Drjw ■RggBwnaaB raa 

? IV JT iott,ngv Model QgQOT HM 


BOSCH 


PEPSI, DIET TANGO AND 7-UP. 
4S CAN SELECTION 


VIM - . L11TI. ■nillf/ I'lOO 

ri-Sum? Pnce £*999 Kl'l 

G MONTHS HUTEREST FREE OPTION* 


HOOVER 11 00 Spm ‘Ftitfanwa’ 

MbsMng MjdUrje 

M progrimci. ■NjW ^"lA 

Model ACU0. RllIr/fHon 

Was £309.99. ICIM ttf gg 

6 MONTHS INTEREST FREE OPTION* 


HOOVtR nraraR Moosfti 

Washing Machine ^ Mil WlCi 
14 programmes. VW AM 
Model AB100. Rilf./lMm 

Was £329.99. N4-1*N tfaWg 

6 MONTHS MTEREST FREE OPTION* 


HOTPOINT 1200 Spin 'Aquarius' 
Washing Machine Er SJM Mp SMfiwB 

■ Half Load Option. VW 14 A 

■ Economy Wash. Mslllr 1 llflO 

Model WMS3P. IJ ” 

Was 079.99. 6 MOMHS BITHEST HEE OPIXM* 




1000 Spin 
Washing Machine 

■ 21 programmes. 

■ Auto water level 
adjustment. 

■ Intensive stains option. 

■ Auto spin balance. 
Model WFF2001. 

Was £549.99. 

12 MONTHS INTEREST 
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■ Available in gas. electric, dual fuel or LPG 

■ Red. Green, Slue, Cream or Black IDF only). 

■ 2 large ovens and separate grill. 

■ A hotplates in 2 sizes. ■ Unique handy rack. 

■ Oven viewing windows. 

Model 110. Was £1549. 

12 MONTHS INTEREST FREE OPTION* 
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HOTPOINT 


FREE OPTION* 


A' RATED - 5AVS 

*®<50 
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12.0 cu.ft. Mistral Plus 
Frost-Free Fridge 
Freezer 

Also available in Linen, 
Mercury, Tasmin Green, 
Flame Red, Silver 
or Charcoal. 

Model 8596P. 

Was £649.99. 

In-store Price £569.99. 

12 MONTHS INTEREST 
FREE OPTION* 


Model 1000. Was £1049. In-store Price 
£999 10 MONTHS INTHtEST FREE 0FTT0N* 


SEICHE 


RS£ 6.9.-ECE RAN5EVAS7ER. COCKV.'ARc LET I 
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CREDA 


60cm Slot-in 
Electric Cooker 


VOUCHER PRICE 


HOTPOINT 1100 Spin 'AqurliB- 

Wftsher Dryer MM munkz 
■ 'Aquarius'Wadi Vrl IMA 
System Plus. ■ JirtefflgoitBJJl11 JL/lf no 
Care ModnWDfil Was 111211**39 
£48999 M MONTHS WTHtEST FREE OPTION* 


ZANUSSI 1250 Spin 'Jetsymn Excel 

RSr Washer Dryer ■MNiMm 
34 Programmes. M^ll PIA 

Model WJS1397W R£JMOtlMqQ 

Pnce Ezdudng Trade-in 

CS99.99.10 MONTHS WTEREST FREE 0FTKW* 


HOOVER 

1100 Spin ’Perton na ' Washer Dryer 

■ 14 Programmes. ■ Economy Option. 

■ Creaseguard Option. mt PRICE 


WHIRLPOOL 1200 Spfci ■tapfrethW 

Washing MacMne MtMM smeih 
'A rated wash A1A 

performance. HClIle SI&Hoa 
Model AWM32873. mih#T¥38 
Was 07999 W MONTHS INTEREST FRO OPTION* 


HOOVER goo Spin XT wam Easy ugkr 
WnUng Machine BBW SHENCE 

'A-rtt'dwHhpsfonuKe. VMM AAA 

Wa H29J9. LARGER ”* 

STORES 0NU f MONTHS MIHEST Bffi OPIUM* 


559 , 


SAVE 

I A TOTAL OF! 


Model WAl 10. 

Was £M&99. Was £359.99 
10 MONTHS IHIE9IE5T 
FREE OPTION* 


£34999 


CANDY 1000 Spin Washing Machine 
Model ACT1VA 105. MMM SMEIH 
Was £399.99. AAA 

E 3 !i£joB 39 

free Oman* IEMIssbSJ 
£20 cheque back Ask for details 


ZAN USSI'USO Spfci‘Mqntaa End W 

«M*ig MacNoe TM .' emehce 
M odel FJSI397W. MM JfA 
Was £49999. ' Vf‘!l] J&'lHu 

10 MONTHS **■ *’M Wfi/jyi 
UTBEST FHS OPnON* 


WHIRLPO OL «L7cu.ft. 

Fridge F reezer voooc 

■ S3 aift. fridge. DOO JA 

■ Automatic defrost-Ew'Jil 

Model ARTS00-1 rri'J tiy 

Was £19939. In-store Price £179.99. 


HOOVER 12 nift Fran-free Fridge freezer 
4.6 aUilGroo} Fudge. BnM sum 
Uadd KM24F. Mb PfV AM 

Q7999 G MONTHS RllIrWHoil 

T*""* T* T""~“* ItfulWl 


■ Double Oven. 

■ Fan Main Oven. 

■ Ceramic hob. 

■ Full width 
variable grill. 

Model 48363. 

Was £749.99. 

6 MONTHS INTEREST 
FREE OPTION* 



SALE PRICE 


{64999 



BEKO 50an Shrt-in 

Electric Cooker MPWW 

■ Large single oven. BNl 

■ i red spor. Rj 

Model SOSO. KEA 

tn-store pnce £169.99. 


BEKO 50on Skil«i Bectric Cooker 
a Double Oven UENfifl sitt mrT 

■ Fan Main Oven. w aei 

Model DV3Q0 Klll,<AI| M 

Was 079 99 KUw7l#« 

E MONTHS INTEREST FREE OPTION* 


NEW WORLD BSB9 so™ 

Sot-ai Gas Cooker MnM SHtyurf 

■ Conventional ■MM M AA 

Single Oven InilflHlU 

■ Available m Green I1141 IWJ) 
and White Model SCNOVA Was C249.99. 


STOVES WWWflM 50on SJolfn 

Gas Cooker JJULU||-SkiXMOCZI.nr 

Model G50 CLASSIC PW AAA I 7 

'ssss- Elf 399 j 9 r 

INTHIEST FREE OPTION* 


NEW WORLD l 

Mon Ey*L»e!GB Cooker H 
Modcf COTSWOLD. B 
Was £299.99 ■ 

h store Pnce £279 99 EJ 


LEISURE 5 San tyo-Loiml 

Gas Cooker ^ pk lfc.-j 

Hoarflow Oven R"-jp*2 a. 

Model VICTORlANA EL lnl|l Al 


Tfl 


G MONTHS INTEREST FREE OPT1CW* 


Was £539.99. 

6 MONTHS INTEREST FREE OPTION*' 



DUAL FUEL 
COOKERS 


SALE 


SAVE-<80 


TRICITY BENDIXfuu 

Stzn DMnmhcr MjiN seurfiS 
Takes 12olaoewttmgiA^VV A*A 
Model DH101. Rlllc/AHn 
Was £27939. m 

G MONTHS IHTEHE5T FREE OPTION* 


BOSCH Rd Stae Dbbwasher 

Model 5GS4012GB. MN-Si 

W» EB9J9. HW AJi 

6 Mounts magi 192 l|B J' 


LG 16.8 cu.ft American Style 
Frost-Free Fridge Freezer 


(19399 


STOVES 



■ Multi Air Flow System. ■ Height Adjustable Shelves. . 
Model GR572TVF. Was £649.99. In-store Price £599.99. 

12 MONTHS INTEREST FREE OPTION* VOUCHER PRICE 
SAMSUNG 1EL2 cu.fl American ■■ A 

Style fnwt-Free ■B|H~wnrna] B_ V ■ R 

~ 8 U £ 5/799 

FREE OPTION* LARGER SKMESONUT m 


NOVA SCOTIA 

33ciLft 

Chen Freezer 

■ Compact Snr. 

■ 4 Star Freezer 
Rating. Model CF380. 


LEC UtMiuUi 

3.7 cu.ft Bni 

Upright Heezer VH 

Mains warning light. WWl 11 
Model U105. RUU 

Wm £179 99. 


55cm Slot-In Dual Fuel Cooker 

■ Electric Fan Main Oven. 

■ 4 Gas Burner* in 2 Stzci. 

■ Separate oven and grill. 

Model DF55 ELITE 

Wat £549.99 SALE PRICE 

6 (MONTHS m JW MK 

INTEREST Jinn 

FHEE OPTION* 


INDESIT AjmfL 


ZANUSSI M Size Drthw a t he r 

■ Takes 12 Place RBWM jilUP”* 

Sefflngt. HV 4M 

■ 4 Programmes Hill c/*ri(M 

Model DWWM. Bll'l 

Wot £329 99 

G MONTHS INTEREST FREE OPTION* 


HOTPOINT Ful Size 'Aquarius' 

Dhhwather MUM SMI TO 

■ Takes 12 Place HM WA 

5Mimgv. nnil fYjHqQ 

■ 5 Programmes. B*AA Cinrejj 

Modd DF62. Wte £41999 IP MONTHS 
MTBKST FREE OPTION* 


WHIRLPOO L 203okfLOmeriao 

Fma-Fne Fridgt Freezer HM o— m 

■ 13 Sai.ft Fridge. RRTII aa# 

■ Ad|USttblr Glass iUA'PI t IM> 
Shelves. Model IMIliXES 
AHT700.12 MONTHS INIEHEST 

FREE OPTHM* LARCXR STOSES ONCf 


HOTPOINT 246 caJL AmMcM Stylr 

Fmsl-Fne Fririoe ^.ir —fi 

■ 15.9 cu.fl. Fridge. HJR 4 |AA 

■ Automatic kfl EMI II rlU*N 
Maker Model B923P. UMloSS 
Was £1B99.12 MONTHS MTEMEST FREE 
ORTWH* L1MTTBI DISPLAY STOCK ONLY 


■ Automatic Defroa.W*BR 

■ Salad Onper (Ti I 

Drawer. ILL 

Model R14S9- Was £14939. 


HOTPOINT 4J cv.fi UprtgM Freezer 

■ Fast freeze ccttien.Mm|' > - ui.f, 

■ External indicator aja 

HghB Model R263P. HPill ,/1 Um 
W as £239 99. ,TV ^ t£ - 

G MONTHS WTERE5T FUSE OPTION* 



NEW WORLD immuia 

SOoti Slol4n Dual j a 

Fuel Cooker |Hjl 

Model nova ir_ R*{|1 r 1QQ„ 
Was £223-99. was ii l'i £ I JJ.S5 
£249 39 6 MONTHS INTEREST FREE OPTION* 


LEC 4JB OLft. Fridge 
■2 Adjustable KJ3 

Shehm BH 

■ Interior light. W9i 

Model R1D6. Kim 

Was £149.99. 


BOSCH MaUt Larder Fridge 

■ Safety gbet shrlvei. 

■ Automatic defrost 
Modd KTHJ670 
Was £329 99 

G MONTHS MTEREST FREE OPTION* 


HOTPOINT Mob 9M4n Dud Fuel taker 

Electic Fan Mjm Ovm. MMTmy 
Av-ulahlc « Chjrcml 01 H^ll 
Gtwt. Mods-I EG21 |£1*J , J7U 

PiKcEal'jdir-i li mi- .-Ej1!TN !i ™ 

£1W.n G MONTHS INTEREST FREE OPTION* 





LOWEST PRICES 
ON THE SPOT 



l«x*uct and offer, complete, 
new. bored and in stock m a local shop within " 1 - 
01 purchase and we'll match it 

WE'LL NEVER BE BEATEN 

All Ql rOCtKYWirr _ _ 


within 7 days 


tor details of your nearest Store. 


EXAMPLE OF INTEREST j 
FREE OPTION Oft U l 


SELECTED PRODUCTS CSSC 
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„ Designer drug 
threatens lives 
of abusers 


£>7. lV--. .:/-*' 


.fi. -JT^ 


(' S> -A. I 

V- 0 c; t 


CHEMICAL 
LOVE STORY 


A L irXW n F R A * -V 

SiUJLOJN O MiT.UCIN 



The Internet Website featuring news about the drugs and David NichoUs. who developed Flatliners 

The evils of tampering with potions 


By Dr Thomas Stuttaford 


POLICE issued a national 
warning to drug users vesk-r- 
, day to beware dealers selling 
two highly dangerous Ecstasy 
substitutes that can kill or 
leave them injured. 

One of the drugs, "Flatlin- 
ers‘\ which is not yet banned 
under drug-dealing legisla¬ 
tion. has already been linked 
to the dea ths of two young peo¬ 
ple this year. The hallucinogen¬ 
ic drug is suspected of causing 
severe seizures. 

Private Stephen Evans. 21. 
died in Plymouth in August af¬ 
ter taking the drug among a 
cocktail of others. 

The other victim was Rene 
Saunders, 22. a psychology stu¬ 
dent who died in Shepton MaJ- 
r let. Somerset, in July and had 
^ not taken any other drugs. Tox¬ 
icologists at Birmingham City 
Hospital are now' using the 
case to discover the true extent 
of the drug's potency. 

The other drug at the centre 
of yesterday's warning is 
known as DOB or Golden Ea¬ 
gle on the streets and is reput¬ 
ed to be 33 times stronger than 
normal doses of Ecstasy. 

According to doctors. DOB 
overdoses can cause psychiat¬ 
ric problems, panic, violent be¬ 
haviour and even death. They 
may also induce spasms in the 
blood vessels of the limbs, lead¬ 
ing to injury. Both the drugs 
sell on the streets and in clubs 
for about £5 a tablet 
-. The warning was issued by 
%he National Criminal Intelli¬ 
gence Service. The appearance 
of Flatliners. chemically identi¬ 
fied as 4-MTA or 4-methylthio- 
amphetamme. is now also 
now being monitored across 
Europe under an international 
drugwatch scheme. The drug 
has also been found in The 
Netherlands. 

It is relatively easy to make 
and was developed five years 
ago at Purdue University in In¬ 
diana in the United States as a 
possible replacement for Pro¬ 
zac or as an appetite suppres¬ 
sant It was never tested on hu¬ 
mans, but underground chem- 


Police issue a 
nationwide 
warning over 
a new breed of 
narcotics, writes 
Stewart Tendler 

ists spotted references to it in 
two scientific papers and then 
made it. 

Yesterday Professor David 
Nichoils, who developed the 
drug, said it was only intended 
to be used in doses of two or 
'three milligrams and not the 
tablets of 1UQ milligrams or 
more which he believed have 
aimed up on the black mar¬ 
ket. 

Derails of DOB can be 
found on the Internet and an¬ 
other drug similar to Flatlm- 
ers is also mentioned there by 
underground chemists. 

Issuing the warning yester¬ 
day. Les Fiander. of the NCIS 
drugs unit, said: ‘The market 
has become greedy both for 
new drugs and the vast sums 
of money that can be made 
from these drugs. They can 
make a lot of money out of 
very little. You only need three 
milligrams of DOB against 
about SO milligrams per dose 
of Ecstasy.” He said that the 


drugs were sold as another 
form of Ecstasy to young us¬ 
ers. So far police have made 
about 20 seizures of Flatliners. 
which is controlled under the 
Medicines Act, but has yer to 
be listed under the Misuse of 
Drugs Act. 

DOB or 4-bromo-23-dimeLh- 
oxyamphetamine dates from 
the 1960s and has sometimes 
been sold as LSD. Mr Fiander 
said police have made ten sei¬ 
zures in recent years but the 
British market may face a new 
flood of drugs. 

Police in France have seized 
400,000 doses recently that 
may have been destined for 
this country. 

Mr Fiander said police now 
believe that criminals once in¬ 
volved in cocaine smuggling 
or armed robbery are moving 
into drug production cither in 
Britain or in Holland. 

Drug workers said yester¬ 
day they have seen little evi¬ 
dence of Flatliners yet al¬ 
though the name has been 
used in the past by dealers to 
refer to other drugs.Details of 
the manufacture and effects of 
taking DOB can be found on 
the Internet in “Pihkal. A 
Chemical Lovestory” which 
was co-authored by Alexander 
Shulgin, an American chemist 
celebrated in the drugs world. 
The entry includes detailed de¬ 
scriptions of taking the drug, 
tests on mice and there is also 
a health warning. 


REPUTABLE pharmacolo¬ 
gists improve a basic medica¬ 
tion so that over the years mi¬ 
nor modifications refine it and 
extend its range. 

Just as latter-day penicillins 
are much more effective than 
tire original preparation, so 
have pharmacologists adjust¬ 
ed the formula of the basic 
drugs misused for recreation 
so as to change their actions. 
In doing so they may have, wit¬ 
tingly or unwittingly, given 
drug dealers the opportunity 


to increase their market by of¬ 
fering dangerous drugs with 
additional effects. 

The pharmacologists have 
been busy with the ampheta¬ 
mines and have thereby pro¬ 
vided drug dealers with an en¬ 
hanced income, but at the cost 
of safety. Simple ampheta¬ 
mines have their dangers: by 
attaching to the amphetamine 
molecule another chemical 
structure, they have created Ec¬ 


stasy, a more complex prepara¬ 
tion. Ecstasy is short-acting, 
produces euphoria, a sense of 
emotional closeness and inti¬ 
macy. It puts up the blood pres¬ 
sure and the heart rate. Phar¬ 
macologists have now added 
several molecular groups and 
attached them to the original 
amphetamine. 

TTie new “designer drugs” 
have the action of ampheta¬ 
mines and Ecstasy, plus the 


mind-bending effects of LSD. 
Overall, DOB-and 4-MTA are 
much more like LSD than am¬ 
phetamines or Ecstasy in their 
actions. They are hallucinato¬ 
ry and long-acting: the trip 
may last for 24 hours or more, 
the blood pressure is in¬ 
creased. there is peripheral va¬ 
sospasm — the blood vessels 
constrict — so that the user 
may also suffer gangrene. 

Professor David Nichols, of 
Purdue University. Indiana, 
said: “Normally the user has 
to wait for the drug to wear off. 
If they become very, anxious, 
one of the benzodiazepines will 
reduce the stress. Gangrene 
has been reported from the 
misuse of DOB.” 

The hallucinatory LSD ef¬ 
fect may be particularly dan¬ 
gerous for those people who 
nave a susceptibility, whether 
from hereditary or environ¬ 
mental causes, to the schizo¬ 
phrenic group of illnesses. 
DOB and its related com¬ 
pounds may, like LSD. precipi¬ 
tate an acute psychotic break¬ 
down which can extend into 
schizophrenia. 


Dedicated clubber 


By Simon de Bruxelles 

A SOLDIER in the Devon and Dorset 
regiment was one of the first victims of 
Flatliners, a drug so new that it has yet 
to be banned by the Home Office. 

Private Steven Evans. 2!. was an in¬ 
veterate clubber who regularly binged 
on a cocktail of different drugs. An in¬ 
quest in Plymouth was told last week 
that Evans had been clubbing in 
Torquay the night before his death last 


AugusL He and a group of friends had 
each taken several pills, including .the 
Flatliners, before their night of party¬ 
ing. During the evening Evans topped 
up the drugs that he had already taken 
by snorting cocaine. 

His girlfriend, Keri Gunnmgham. 
told the inquest that he was "loved up" 
at the nightclub. But as night moved 
into early morning she said he had be¬ 
come “a little bit unstable on his feet". 
The group had returned to Plymouth 


mixed his poisons 


and carried on taking drugs through¬ 
out the afternoon ana next day. 

Miss Gunningham was in tears as 
she described how her boyfriend’s be¬ 
haviour became increasingly erratic as 
the drugs took effecL He ran himself a 
bath but was so unsteady he could not 
get into iL He then fell on the bed. 
where his girlfriend tried to cover him 
with a quilt while his arms and legs 
flailed around. His bottom -lip turned 
purple and she and his best friend 


called an ambulance. He died on the 
way to hospital. 

The Coroner, Nigel Meadows, said 
that tests on Evans' body had found 
traces of alcohol, opiates, cocaine, meth¬ 
adone, cannabis, two types of ecstasy 
and the new drug +M ethyl thioamphet- 
amine or 4-MTA. He recorded a ver¬ 
dict of death by non-dependent abusive 
drugs and said: “Anyone who takes 
drugs like this is simply playing Rus¬ 
sian roulette with their lives." 


Jail for 
air force 
man who 
spied on 
women 

By Shirley Eng us h 

AN RAF photographer 
who secretly filmed female 
colleagues in iheir under¬ 
wear was jailed for six 
months and dismissed the 
service yesterday. 

Lee Carter, 29, a senior 
aircraftman who was also 
base photographer at RAF 
Lossiemouth, recorded sev¬ 
en women undressing in 
the changing room of his 
saidio over 14 months. 

Yesterday, after a three- 
day court martial, he was 
found guilty of disgraceful 
conduct of an indecent na¬ 
ture. 

Sentencing him. Judge 
Advocate ftter Gribble. 
said: “You gained the trust 
of a number of females and 
then you abused them. You 
knew full well that none of 
them would have consent¬ 
ed to the videos. But you re¬ 
peatedly set up a camera 
and filmed them, using the 
film later for your own sex¬ 
ual gratification. 1 * 

Carter was the official 
photographer at the base 
in Moray and invited fe¬ 
male colleagues and wives 
of servicemen to pose for 
portraits. He secretly in¬ 
stalled a video camera in 
the changing room to 
record them getting 
changed. His crime came 
to light when colleagues 
discovered the video tapes 
in his locker. 

Corporal Scott Fraser, of 
the RAF police, said after 
the hearing: ‘The women 
are very angry and bitter. 
They were disgusted by 
what happened” 

Andrew McCartan. for 
the defence, said that Cart¬ 
er had expressed remorse 
for the offenoes, which he 
put down to weakness. 

Carter was jailed for six 
months, to be served in a ci¬ 
vilian prison. His defence 
agent said that he would 
appeal. 





Perfect Arctic 
Conditions. 

£199 a month. 


• Don’t get left out in the cold because you can pick up a 

• Vectra Arctic with Air Conditioning and a whole range of 
J other goodies for just £199 a month. It 5 s also available 

• with £1000 towards the deposit on a new car purchased 

• on Choices 123t Time then to get your skates on. 

. • Air Conditioning • Alloy Wheels* Tinted Glass 

• • Metallic Paint • Tilt Steering Column • Rev 
i Counter • Electric Front Windows • Front Fog 

• Lights • Lumbar Support 




Period in Months 

36 

Then 11 monthly payments 

£251.91 

On the road price 

£14,695 

Charge for credit"' 

£3,330.69 

Deposit 

£4,22720 

Final payment to buy** 

£5,922 

1st 12 Months: 

£199 

V. 

Total amount payable 

£18,025.69 

2nd 

12 Months 

£221.04 

apr 13.9 

% 


Contact Vauxhall on 

0345 400 800 

www.vauxhall.cauk 



VAUXHALL 


'FINANCE DEPOSIT APPUES TO PRIVATE INDIVIDUALS. NON VAT REGISTERED BUSINESSES & MOBILITY AND IS AVAILABLE 
ON ALL VECTRA MODELS ORDERED BETWEEN 21/9*8 AND 31/12*8. FINANCE DEPOSIT ALLOWANCE APPLIES TO VAUXHALL 
BRANDED CHOICES 123 (TYPICAL AMI 1X9%}. WRITTEN QUOTATIONS AVAILABLE FROM VAUXHALL FINANCE, 19 CHAPEL STREET, 
LUTON SUBJECT TO STATUS. AVAILABILITY AND CONDITIONS. A GUARANTEE MAY BE REQUIRED. -INCLUDES CIO OPTIONS 
FEE AND £55 CREDIT ARRANGEMENT FEE BOTH PAYABLE WITH THE 1ST PAYMENT AND ARE INCLUDED IN THE CHARGES 
FOR CREDIT. "BASED ON AGREED MILEAGE 9000 MILES PER ANNUM, CONDITIONS APWX 
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And finally: the 
end of a golden 
age of TV news 

Peter Barnard on the ghosts of News at Ten past 


BONG! Mfllions hurt by runa¬ 
way news juggernaut. Bong! 
Ghost of Reginald Bosanquet 
stalks ITN studios. Bong! 
Prime Minister snubbed by 
television chiefs. Bong! Hollv- 
wood moguls celebrate sale of 
more old films to British televi¬ 
sion. 

News at Ten finally made 
News at Ten last night with 
the announcement of its own 
death. The Independent Tele¬ 
vision Commission’s agree¬ 
ment to let the programme die 
means that the unspeakable 
has become the inevitable in 
short order. 

As recently as October 1995. 
% the ITC threatened to fine the 
ITV companies, joint owners 
of Independent TeJevison 
News, when they wanted to 
move News at Ten back by 15 
minutes one night to show an 
extended episode of Cracker : 
Now the main JTV news bulle¬ 
tin is to be brought forward, 
permanently, by three hours 
and 30 minutes. 

At the time of the Cracker 
row, over which ITV backed 
down, the companies insisted 
that the plan was a one-off. 
and that there was no hidden 
agenda to shift News at Ten in 
the longer term. That impre¬ 
cise dmespan appears to have 
expired yesterday. 

. The switch to a 6.30pm 


main bulletin reflects chang¬ 
ing times in television. Tony 
Blair’s opposition to the move 
was a strangely dated re¬ 
sponse from a modernist Tele¬ 
vision news is a different ani¬ 
mal now to the one that 
stalked the (altogether less 
dangerous) ratings jungle 
when News at Ten was born. 

ITV, faced with a more pop¬ 
ulist BBC and the threat of sat¬ 
ellite television, needs peak 
viewing time for uninterrupt¬ 
ed drama and films. Fictional 
drama builds audiences, but 
reaHife drama rarely does. 

However television news de¬ 
velops in future, it is unlikely 
to generate anything as radi¬ 
cal as that which News at Ten 
brought to the medium 31 
years ago. The programme 
was the principal showcase 
for the talents of ITN. which 
was launched from offices in 
Kingsway, London, in 1955 
with an editorial staff of 19 led 
by die brilliant Aidan Craw¬ 
ley, a wartime bomber pilot 
and former MP. 

News at Ten brought to Brit¬ 
ain the notion of the news pre¬ 
senter as a personality. A suc¬ 
cession of highly paid present¬ 
ers. including Alastair Bur¬ 
net Bosanquet Sandy Gall 
and the present frontman, 
Trevor McDonald, became 
public figures. Bosanquet 


who seemed to have been 
poured into his suit was irrev¬ 
erent his arching eyebrows 
providing their own commen¬ 
tary on the news. Burnet deliv¬ 
ered the news in dipped, ac¬ 
centless English; Gall's ail- 
weather face implied that be 
had walked all the way from 
Afghanistan to read the news 
(which was sometimes close to 
the truth); McDonald was the 
first black news presenter on 
ITV. and. in the opinion of 
many, the best of the lot 

From the start News at Ten 
had a breezy style that was in 
marked contrast to the BBCs 
po-faced approach. Sir Robin 
Day. one of ITN's early suc¬ 
cesses, said that ITN blew 
away taboos and knocked the 
BBC for six in the process. 

And finally ... the end of 
News at Ten means the end of 
one of television's great set- 
piece occasions. No more will 
Michael Brunson, ITN's polit¬ 
ical editor, rush from die Com¬ 
mons to broadcast live, the 
outcome of a crucial 10pm di¬ 
vision. That produced real ex¬ 
citement, most recently when 
European legislation was 
steamrollered through John 
Major’s wafer-thin majority. 

Labour’s 179-seat majority 
has squeezed the drama out of 
such occasions. ITV has cho¬ 
sen its moment 
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News as it happened: Alastair Burnet, left effected a dipped delivery, while Reginald Bosanquet was irreverent 
Below: the presenters Alistair Stewart left Peter Sissons. Andrew Gardner and die “all-weather^ Sandy Gall 
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Fil m s and comedy take its place 


NEWS at Ten will find itself 
usurped by a mixture of adult come¬ 
dy. documentaries and big-screen 
films that is designed to persuade 
advertisers to invest in a reinvented 
ITV. 

David Liddiment ITVs Director 
of Programmes, and Richard Eyre, 
its chief executive, have drawn up a 
“fantasy” schedule, which, they say, 
will enable ITV to deliver diversity 
to a modern audience and compete 


Carol Midgley on ITV ‘fantasy schedule’ 


with its rivals on a “level playing 
field". 

Despite the popular theory, the 
slot will not be filled mostly with 
films. Although ITV disliked haw 
mg to cut its feature films in half to 
broadcast News at Ten in the past, it 
is expected that only about ten big- 
screen films a year will be shown 


across it There are. however, plans 
to put two factual programmes in 
the slot — a series called Real life 
overseen by the former Modem 
Times editor Stephen Lambert and 
a new programme based on the 
American 60 Minutes, which will be 
presented by Trevor McDonald 
and Martin Bashir, the former 


BBC journalist who interviewed 
the Princess of Wales for Pano¬ 
rama. 

These will probably be screened 
on Wednesdays and Thursdays. 
Mondays will probably be reserved 
for factual entertainment. Tuesdays 
for comedy and Fridays often for a 
big movie. 

Leading article, page 25 
Media, page 43 


MONDAY. 9pm: -a 90-niihute 
^KavamghQCr 
■; fmrexajnpfe. r > ■ ■ . 

- lOOptn; a fectualentertainraent 
' prog ramm e, . such, as a Cfive 
" James-show. - r / •. 

‘ lipmr ijewS,;;^ ' ■■ 

TUESDAY,-^m: A docuroenta- 
. jy, such as Britain’s Richest Peo¬ 
ple. 

10 pm: acomedy drama, such as 
. Cold Feet : i , 
lifts: hews: : .. 


WEDNESDAY, 8pm: a drama, 
for instance WornWower. 
lOpnu documentary, 
jlpm: news. 

THURSDAY, 9pm: a drama, 
such as McCollum. 
lOpnu a 60 Minutessxy\e news 
magazine programme, to be pre¬ 
sented by Trevor McDonald, 
llpnu news. 

FRIDAY, 9pm: a feature film, 
such as Goldeneye. 

Upnu news. 


By Carol Midgley 

MEDIA CORRESPONDENT 

THE decision to let ITV axe 
News at Ten was made by a 
ten-strong panel, whose mem¬ 
bers included a Millennium 
Commissioner and a former 
Danish television executive. 

The panel, which also in¬ 
cluded a former Director-Gen¬ 
eral of the BBC, considered the 
issue for many months but the 
decision was not unanimous. 
Three members, as yet uniden¬ 
tified. voted for the 3I-year-old 
programme to stay at 10pm. 

The panel members, all mem¬ 
bers of the Independent Televi¬ 
sion Commission, were: 

Sir Robin Biggam. the chair¬ 
man. Also chairman of Fairey 
Group and a nonexecutive di¬ 
rector of British Aerospace, 
British Energy and Redland. 
Earl of Dalkeith, deputy chair¬ 
man. Member of Millennium 
Commission. Previously on 
boards of Border Television, 
West Sound Radio and Mid- 
Anglia Radio. 

Midiael Shea, former press 
secretary to the Queen. Mem¬ 
ber of ITC for Scotland. 
Alastair Balls, former chief ex¬ 
ecutive of Tyne and Wear De¬ 
velopment Corporation. Vice- 
chairman of Council of Univer¬ 
sity of Newcastle upon Tyne. 
John Benyon, member of Brit¬ 
ish Library Advisory Council. 
Former principal of King's Col¬ 
lege London and senior Pro- 
Vtce-Chancellor of University 
of Surrey. 

Sir Midiael Checkland, for¬ 
mer Director-General of BBC. 
Non-executive director of Nyn- 
ex Cablecomm uni cations. Gov¬ 
ernor of Birkbeck College and 
Brighton University. 

Jude Goffe, venture capital ad¬ 
viser. interests in telecommuni¬ 
cations. property and textiles. 
Winston Roddick. QC. a Re¬ 
corder since 1987. 

Maria Moloney, member of 
ITC for Northern Ireland, and 
member of Province's Industri¬ 
al Development Board. 

John Randagh. European me¬ 
dia consultant, writer and cur¬ 
rent affairs producer. Former 
secretary to the board of Chan¬ 
nel 4 and former director of pro¬ 
grammes forTV2 Denmark. 


TheTigra Chequers. 

At £149 a month, 

you can’t lose. 



You cant lose with a sporty little Tigra Chequers. For 
just £149 a month it comes with Air Conditioning, 
6 Spoke Alloy Wheels and Metallic Paint as standard. 
This deal’s definitely a winner. 

• Air Conditioning • Free Insurance* • Metallic 
Paint • 6 Spoke Alloy Wheels • Central Locking 

• Sunroof (1.6 only) • Radio /CD (1-6 only) 

• Alarm (1.6 only) 


FINANCE: STEP CHOICES 123 


Then 11 monthly payments 

£196.33 

Charge for credit* 

£3,330.93 

Final payment to buy** 

£6,923 

Total amount payable 

£16,475.93 


Contact Vauxhall on 

0345 400 800 


VAUXHALL 


www.vauxhall.co.uk 


>12 MONTHS COMPREHENSIVE INSURANCE ON TIGRA MODELS ORDERED BETWEEN 21/SY98 AND 31/1288. DRIVERS MUST 
BE AGED 21 - 80 . AN EXCESS OF AT LEAST £100 WILL APPLY 1C 150 IN NORTHERN IRELAND!. CHOICES 123 fTYPlCAL APR 
13.9%). WRITTEN QUOTATIONS AVAILABLE FROM VAUXHALL FINANCE, 19 CHAPEL STREET. LUTON. SUBJECT TO STATUS. 
AVAILABILITY AND CONDITIONS. A GUARANTEE MAY BE REQUIRED. -INCLUDES £10 OPTIONS FEE AND £55 CREDIT 
ARRANGEMENT FEE BOTH RATABLE WITH THE 1ST PAYMENT AND ARE INCLUDED IN THE CHARGES FOR CREDIT. "BASED 
ON AGREED MILEAGE 6000 MILES PER ANNUM, CONDITIONS APPLY. 
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Tax haven isles 
urged to fight 
financial crime 


Cool ffi^ 


cashrfrere 

V 



IAN WRIGHT 

Shoots his 
mouth off 



What HELEN 

MIRREN 

wants for 
Christmas 

I The Saturday Times 

ONLY SOP 


SPECIALIST units including 
police, customs officers and 
tax inspectors should be set up 
on the Channel Islands and 
Isle of Man to tackle financial 
crime, says a Home Office re¬ 
port published yesterday. 

The islands were also urged 
to increase the manpower de¬ 
voted to detecting and investi¬ 
gating tax evasion, financial 
fraud and money laundering 
as part of measures intended 
to strengthen financial regula¬ 
tion on the islands, where insti¬ 
tutions hold assets of up to 
£350 billion. 

The report found many in 
the financial services industry 
warned a national fraud and fi-' 
nancial crime squad to tackle 
money-laundering and other 
criminal activities in the busi¬ 
ness world. Lord Williams of 
Mostyn. a Home Office minis¬ 
ter. is to chair meetings start¬ 
ing in January to develop an 
action plan to implement the 
proposals. It is hoped that 
most will be in place by 2000. 
The 175-page report outlines 
measures to curb abuses and 
is aimed at providing greater 
protection for investors. 

Andrew Edwards, a retired 
Treasury official who carried 
out a ten-month investigation 
into financial regulation in the 
Channel Islands and Isle of 
Man, said a number of con¬ 
cerns had been expressed. 
They included a perceived ab- 


Home Office 
wants Man and 
Jersey to tackle 
tax evasion and 
fraud, reports 
Richard Ford 


sence of redress for customers 
in dispute with institutions on 
the islands, the continuation of 
business of people with ques¬ 
tionable track records, fears 
that too little was known about 
many firms and fears that ac¬ 
tivities were depriving other 
countries of tax revenues. 

Although he said existing 
rules “mostly work well" and 
he believed most businesses 
on the islands were perfectly le¬ 
gal. Mr Edwards said: “The 
battle against financial crime, 
including tax evasion and 
money-laundering, is not be¬ 
ing convincingly won." 

His report-called for the es¬ 
tablishment of a financial serv¬ 
ices ombudsman to deal with 
customer disputes and a spe¬ 
cial financial crime-stoppers 
telephone line for the public. 

The report recommended 
strengthening existing regula¬ 
tions for the 90.000 companies 
registered on the islands. All 


companies run in the islands, 
but incorporated elsewhere, 
should be registered, but the re¬ 
port stops short of recommend¬ 
ing that limited companies 
should file audited accounts. 

Mr Edwards called.for com¬ 
panies that register in the is¬ 
lands to disclose the beneficial 
ownership in confidence to the 
authorities. The report propos¬ 
es measures to tackle die so- 
called “Sark Lark", where a 
population of 575 held more 
than 15,000 directorships. It 
called for the licensing and reg¬ 
istration of directors and any¬ 
one holding directorships in 
five trading companies or 30 
asset-holding firms would be 
expected to consult a financial 
supervision commission. 

Mr Edwards recommended 
that island politicians should 
not sit on bodies regulating the 
financial services industry. In 
Jersey the priority was for the 
authorities to get to the position 
where they co-operated fully 
with otter countries in pursuit 
of financial crime and money- 
laundering, in Guernsey to 
deal with nominee directors, as 
occurs in Sark, and on the Isle 
of Man to increase regulation. 

Representatives of the is¬ 
lands broadly welcomed the re¬ 
port but made dear that not 
all recommendations would 
be implemented. 

Winds of change, page 33 









One of the tram of abseflers at work on the giant image on Wednesday, 24 hours before the fatal accident 

Tragedy overshadows art debut 


A WORKMAN died yesterday after faff¬ 
ing from a 14-storey hospital car park as 
he helped to secure a giant art exhibit 
(Paul Wilkinson writes). 

The man was working on a photo¬ 
graphic blow-up of an image of a woman 
and young boy with their hands raised in 
greeting, which extends the full height 
of the 170ft car park at Leeds General In¬ 
firmary. 

The picture had been formally un¬ 
veiled the previous day as part of Photo 
98, a year-long celebration of the medium 
across the region. 

The man, whose identity was not being 


disdosed until relatives who live outside 
the area had been informed, was work¬ 
ing about 30ft above the ground. 

It was not dear whether he had been 
working on scaffolding or using a abseil¬ 
ing equipment He fell on to a concrete 
roadway and is understood to have suf¬ 
fered multiple injuries. Hospital staff 
were on the scene almost instantly and 
took him to the casualty unit He died 
five boors later. 

Andrew Bannister, a spokesman for 
the infirmary, said last night “We are not 
sure what he was doing at the time he 
feff. We know the banner had already 


been put up so we think the man was se¬ 
curing it to the car park. 

"He worked for an outside contractor 
that was installing the photographic nn- 
a<*e above the car park entrance as part of 
an arts project funded by a charitable or¬ 
ganisation. 

“Details of the inddent are being inves¬ 
tigated by the police and the Health and 
Safety Executive. We at the hospital are 
all shocked by this inddent and our 
thoughts are with the man’s family." 

A spokesman at the headquarters of 
Photo 98. in Huddersfield, declined to 

comment. 



Flash flood is blamed 
for honeymoon deaths 


A HONEYMOON couple were 
swept to their deaths by a flash 
flood which raised the level of 
a river by 5ft in seconds, an in¬ 
quest was told yesterday. 

Lynn and Barry Collett died 
last August on the first full day 
of their stay in a holiday cot¬ 
tage at the village of Appletree- 
wick beside the River Wharfe 
in the Yorkshire Dales. 

The inquest in Sfcipton, 
North Yorkshire, heard evi¬ 
dence that overnight raid at 
tire source of the river high in 
the Dales had produced a sud¬ 
den surge of water. A hydrolo¬ 
gy expert from the Environ¬ 
ment Agency said that gauges 
down river recorded a jump in 
water flow from four cubic me¬ 
tres per second to 50. 

The body of Mrs Collett, 25, 
a student nurse from Long Sut¬ 
ton, Hampshire, was found in 
the river six days later, not far 
from Bolton Abbey, where 
they were last seen alive. Her 
husband, a 29-year-old compu¬ 
ter operator from Camberley, 
Surrey, was found two months 
later, 12 miles downstream. 
Both had drowned. 

Jeremy Cave, the Craven 
Coroner, recorded an open ver¬ 
dict on the couple because no 
one had witnessed them go 
into the river. However there 
was no suggestion of foul play 
or suicide, he said. “It seems 
most probable, particularly 
bearing in mind what I have 
heard about the rapidity in the 


By Paul Wilkinson 

rise of the river level, that they 
were simply caught out and 
this was a tragic accident." 

Mike Law, die leader of a hy¬ 
drology team with the Environ¬ 
ment Agency, said that the ge¬ 
ography of the course of the 
River Wharfe meant that rain¬ 
water falling upstream would 
be bottled up in the narrow wa¬ 
tercourses arui arriveriown riv¬ 
er-in a sudden surge. 

The couple had stayed over¬ 
night in the hotel where they 
had held their wedding recep¬ 
tion and driven up to York¬ 
shire the next day, Sunday, Au¬ 
gust 16. They had kept the loca¬ 
tion a secret from their fami¬ 
lies. The next morning they 
had gone out for their fateful 
walk. 

Mr Law told the hearing 
that although the Sunday had 
been fine and Monday was 


dry, there had been a heavy 
downpour at the head of the 
river in the early hours. 

Keith Watson, an angler 
from Ilkley, West Yorkshire, 
was fishing the Wharfe near 
Bolton Abbey with a friend on 
the day the Colletts vanished. u 
He said: “Conditions changed^ 
rapidly. The river had become 
unfishable in less than a 
minute, a matter of seconds. It 
was in heavy spate, the water 
was really tumbling down. It 
was heavily discoloured, a 
deep peaty colour and came 
right to the top of the bank 

Charles Hoyle, a river bail¬ 
iff, said that the rise had sur¬ 
prised him. “It rose by about 
5ft in a minute or less," he 
said. He had seen something 
similar on half-a-dozen occa¬ 
sions during the six seasons he 
had worked on the river. 



Lynn and Barry Collett swept away in River Wharfe 


ADOPT A 
LITTLE DONKEY 


...and save him from a life of cruelty and neglect . 

SPANA works in North and 
West Africa and the Middle 
East protecting abused and 
neglected working animals 
whose lives would otherwise 

Tinktet: stoned by Pushball: /amid Ebony: found ' be short and Cruel. 

c hMrm _ abandoned abandon* Adopt a donkey today and 

you will be helping to support 
SPANA's network of animal 
refuges and mobile clinics, 
as well as our animal education 
programmes for children and 
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Adoption costs just £15 a year. In Mom. we’ll send you on adoption certificate, a photogn.pl. 
of your animal and annual news of their progress. 
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Wounded Knee shirt is 

going home to the Sioux 


Museums fear flood of repatriation 
claims after landmark decision in 
Glasgow, reports Shirley English 





vs art debut 


-* : l 4toSb 


A SACRED shirt worn by an 
American Indian warrior 
thought to have died at the 
massacre of Wounded Knee in 
1890 is to be returned to the La- 
kota Sioux. 

In what could turn out to be 
a landmark decision, Glasgow 
City Council agreed yesimiay- 
to hand back the bloodied, 

.. beige caEco tunic, adorned 
with eagle and owl feathers 
and punctured with bullet 
holes, to the Lakota Indians in 
South Dakota. 

The ghost dance shirt was- 
given to the city in January 
1892 by a translator working 
with Buffalo Bill Cody’S travel¬ 
ling "Wild West Show, which 
was wintering in Glasgow 
that year. Since then it has 
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* Iron Age Britons 
were milk men 

By Nigel Hawkes. science editor 
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FRAGMENTS of pottery 
from an lion Age site in 
Northamptonshire have pro¬ 
vided fee first hard evidence 
that early Britons were dairy 
farmers. 

Cattle and goats were do¬ 
mesticated around 7000 BG 
and pictorial and written 
records from the Sahara to 
Mesopotamia show that dairy 
fanning began there between 
4000 BC and 2900 BC Scien¬ 
tific evidence of dairying in 
prehistoric Britain had been 
less dear-cut until Richard 
Evershed and Stephanie 
Dodd, of the University of 
Bristol, found the “signatureT 
of milk on pieces rtf pottery 
from an Iron Age site at Stan- 
wick, which may be up to 
3000 years did. 

WhOemiikcontains a differ¬ 
ent mixture of fatty adds from 
body fat the differences be¬ 
tween the two become less dis¬ 
tinguishable over time. The 
two chemists, writing in Sci¬ 
ence, said that they developed 


a new method of distinguis- 
ing between them by compar¬ 
ing p rop o rti ons of the isotope 
caibon-13. 

“Animals produce body fat 
and milk in different ways,'’ 
Dr Evershed said. “When an 

animal kjnst grayin g, it turns 

carbohydrates from fodder 
into body fat. When ft is boat¬ 
ing it uses another route in 
which, fatly grids from grass 
go directly-into the mflk." 

The carbohydrates and fat¬ 
ty adds in grass contain slight¬ 
ly different proportions of car- 
bon-13. The same difference 
was detectable; they found, be¬ 
tween body fat and milk fat, 
meaning that traces of milk 
fat can be detected in andent 
pots from the amount of car¬ 
bon-13 in the residues. 

Dr Evershed now plans to 
use die method, with the sup¬ 
port of English Heritage and 
die Natural Environment Re¬ 
search Council. to investigate 
the significance of dairy farm¬ 
ing in prehistoric Britain. 
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been on display in a glass 
at Kelvin grove Museum in the 
dty. 

Museums across Britain are 
packed with cultural and reli¬ 
gious artefacts collected from 
around the world and, in die 
past, claims for their return 
nave been considered in pri¬ 
vate and objects returned with 
minimum publicity. But Glas¬ 
gows decision to return the 
ghost dance shirt, however, 
was debated in public for foe 
first time and, it is feared , 
could open the floodgates to 
other claims. 

Maurice Davies, deputy di¬ 
rector of foe Museums Assocra- 
tion, said: “Scene museums, 
particularly high-profile plac¬ 
es like the British Museum, 
are very concerned. Hie 
number of repatriation re¬ 
quests is growing.” 

Research carried out last 
year tty the association re¬ 
vealed 17 similar repatriation 
claims, although privately it is 
thought the figure is much 
higher. 

Hie ghost dance shirt is be¬ 
lieved to have been taken from 
a dead body after Wounded 
Knee as part of the gruesome 
souvenir trade that followed 
the massacre, which ended the 
resistance of Native Ameri¬ 
cans to white colonisers. The 




Marcella Le Beau: she 
thanked Glasgow . . 

Glasgow shin is the onJyone 
outside America. 

Yesterday Marcella Le 
Beau, or Free Rainbow Wom¬ 
an. who led the delegation 

from the Wounded Knee Survi¬ 
vors Association, offered an 
emotional thank-you to the 
people of Glasgow. •. 

“It's like a great thanksgiv¬ 
ing and I want to cry: J thank 
you very, very much," she 
said. 

Mrs Le Beau, 75. a direct de¬ 
scendant of Rain In the Face, 


who damned to have killed 
Colonel Custer at the battle of 
little Big Horn in 1876. said a 
Spiritual ceremony called Wip¬ 
ing of theTears would be beid 
to marie the shirt's return, 
which is flkdy to happen next 
spring. Glasgow City CoundD 
will now have to apply for an 
export licence. 

the request to return foe 
ghost dance shirt was first 
made six years ago. when it 
was spotted in a Glasgow exhi¬ 
bition by an American lawyer. 
John Earl, who was touring 
Scotland. 

■ Initially foedaim was reject¬ 
ed and then, in 1995,-a delega¬ 
tion of Lakota Skmx arrivedfn 
Glasgow to negotiate for foe re¬ 
turn of the shirt, which they be¬ 
lieve is sacred. 

The ghost dance shirt was 
part of a religion that swept 
foe Sioux nation in foe 1880s. 
The warriors who wore it be¬ 
lieved they could summon foe 
spirit of their ancestors and 
would be invincible against 
the white man’s bullet 
More than 250 men. women 
and children, travelling under 
a white flag, were shot by the 


Seventh Cavalry at Wounded 
Knee in December 1890. Their 
frozen bodies were stripped 
and thrown into mass graves. 

The shirt that arrived in 
Glasgow 13 months later win 
form part of an exhibition in a 
museum to be buSt near 
Wounded Knee. Until then it 
will be displayed at theGuttur¬ 
al Heritage Centre at Pierre, 
South Dakota. It has been 
agreed that it will be tent bade 
to Glasgow for exhibitions, al¬ 
though the dty has been given 
a replica band-stitched by Mrs 
Le Beau. 

^vlark O'Neill, hpad of Glas¬ 
gow’s curatorial- services, de¬ 
fended the “dignified and hon¬ 
ourable'' role of museums in 
exhibiting objects. He said 
that no precedent had been set 
and that all future rfaimg 
would be: derided on their own 
merits. 

“A significant number of 
museums will fed threatened 
by this and will feel it opens 
the floodgates. However, all 
museums in Britain have legal 
ownership of their artefacts 
and it is up to them whether 
they return them," Ik said. 
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The Lakota shirt, thought to have been stripped from a body after Wounded Knee 
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PC WORLD 


THE COMPUTER SUPERSTORE 
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This incredible PC 
package featuring all 
32 volumes of the 
Encyclopaedia Britannka 
ana the Oxford Talking 
Dictionary on CD-ROM, 
provides every family 
with the ultimate 


Encyclopaedia Britannica 
for example, includes over 
44 million words; 70,000 
articles and thousands of 
pictures and maps. Whilst the 
Oxford Talking Dictionary now 
lets you hear the correct 
pronunciation of words. 

Combine these amazing 
educational tools with a PC, 
a scanner and a colour inkjet 
printer and you have the 
complete package for your 
PC needs. 
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INTERNATIONAL SPACE 
STATION 

Length of habitable modules: 
70.0m 

Crew: up *,c 7 
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Bv Nigel Hawkes 
SCIENCE EDITOR 

THE first piece of the £13 bO- 
uon international space sta¬ 
tion will be lifted into orbit 
early today from Baikonur cos¬ 
modrome in Kazakhstan, and 

an enterprise long in the mak¬ 
ing will finally be under way. 

Built by a Russian com¬ 
pany, and launched by a Rus¬ 
sian rocket, the 24-ton Zarya 
(Sunrise) was paid for by the 
United States. The module 
will provide propulsion, pow¬ 
er and communications for the 
construction of the station. 

“After years of discussing, 
planning and replanning, we 
are about to launch hard¬ 
ware," said Gretchen Mc¬ 
Clain, deputy associate admin¬ 
istrator for die new station. 
Aleksandr Krasnov, of tire Rus¬ 
sian space agency's manned 
flight department, admitted he 
would be touching wood. So 
will the space agencies of more 
than a dozen other countries. 

The Zarya cargo module, a 
$200 million canister more 
than 41ft long and 13ft in dia¬ 
meter. will be a year late into 
orbit largely as a result of Rus- 
j| sia’s economic problems. It 
will be followed by Unity, an 
American-built linking mod¬ 
ule to be launched aboard the 
space shuttle in December. 

Then will come the service 
module, a Russian-built com¬ 
ponent and the main reason 
for the delay in starting assem¬ 
bly. To ensure dial the service 
module will be ready for 
launch by die middle erf next 
year, die US has been forced to 
bail out the Russians again. 

If all goes well — and Few 
but the most incurably optimis¬ 
tic expect it to — the station 
would be complete in 2004. af¬ 
ter 34 shuttle missions, nine 
unmanned rocket launches 
and 60 Russian launches car- 
tying general supplies. Assem¬ 
bly of the 400-ttm station will 
involve bolting together al- 
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most 100 components in more 
than 1.700 hours of space 
walks — twice as much as the 
accumulated total by Russian 
and American astronauts in 
the first 37 years of space 
flight. 

Statistically, there is every 
chance that launch failures or 
slip-ups in space will set back 
the timetable. The loss of one 
of the fag truss segments that 
make up the station’s back¬ 
bone would be a particular 
problem. Calculations suggest 
that the chances of every mis¬ 
sion carrying an important 
component going perfectly are 
less than those of flipping a 
coin seven- times and coming 
up with seven heads. 


What nobody yet knows is 
whether the space station will 
capture the ima ginati on, now 
dial it is finally getting under 
way. Nasa, fresh from the suc¬ 
cess of the John Glenn mis¬ 
sion, hopes so. "Our challenge 
is to maintain this level of pub¬ 
lic enthusiasm." says Joe 
Rothenberg. head of Nasa’S 
spaceflight office. "If the pub¬ 
lic turns against us. Congress 
will turn even faster." 

Seasoned obser v ers such as 
John Pike, space policy direc¬ 
tor of the Federation of Ameri¬ 
can Scientists, suggest that 
watching the station being 
built may have some of the fas¬ 
cination of peeking through 
building site hoardings- “My_ 


crew returnveh?c 


conjecture is that building the 
space station is going to be 
more interesting than watch¬ 
ing foe shuttle going round in 
drdes," he told the Los Ange¬ 
les Times. “It has a plot line, a 
beginning, middle and aid." 

Britain has made virtually 
no contribution to the pro¬ 
gramme so far, but the door 
was opened recently by Lord 
Sains bury, the Science Minis¬ 
ter. He expressed an interest 
in having a British astronaut 
on the station. To achieve that, 
Britain would need to make a 
concrete contribution, perhaps 
Ity providing special motors de¬ 
signed to stop the station drift- 
ing back to Earth. 

. Michael Fbale, the British-. 



3* 


SnYCtf Sr-jt: e Proton rccRsi A2o'So>u; 
American Russian Russian 

2 stages B star.us 4 stages 

Solid fuoi Liquid fuel Liquid fuel 
!>scs;*rs booster* boosters 


bora astronaut who flew on 
Mir and is now deputy direc¬ 
tor of the Johnson Space Goi¬ 
tre in Houston, says that the 
space station win be the first 
stage in “a progressive exo¬ 
dus" of human, beings from 
Earth. 

The next stage after that 
would be Mars, then mining 
the asteroid belt and establish¬ 
ing outposts in the outer solar 
system, before a starship 
could leave for other stars. 

That will happen,” Mr 
Eoale said. "And without die 
space station we will never do 
the in ternatio nal things we 
need to do to go to Mars by 
way of the Moon and then out 
to the asteroid belt." ; 


British drive may win through 


BRITAIN decided more 
than a decade ago that 
manne d space flight was too 
expensive and its contribu¬ 
tion to the space station 
matches that view {Nigel 
Hawkes writes). But things 
may be about to change. 

When the British-born as¬ 
tronaut Michael Foale visit¬ 
ed Britain recently, he 
brought a list of technologies 
that Nasa wants and Britain 
might be able to provide. 

, One example is ion propul¬ 


sion engines — low-powered 
devices that might be used to 
keep the station from drift¬ 
ing out of position. The De¬ 
fence Evaluation and Re¬ 
search Agency (DERA) has 
been working on them for 
more that 20 years and, with 
Matra-Maiconi. is devising 
units for installation on a Eu¬ 
ropean Space Agency satel¬ 
lite. 

If Britain did become in¬ 
volved with die space station, 
it would create the possibility 


of putting a British astronaut 
on board. Lord Sainsbury. 
die Science Minister, said: 
‘If die right project comes, 
well go for it I wouldn't say 
it's absolutely top-priority, 
but there is a real chance it 
might happen." Britain's 
first astronaut Helen Sbar¬ 
man. who was trained by the 
Russians.and visited Mir in 
I99L said: T think it's right 
and very timely that we 
should have a proper British 
astronaut now." 
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12 POLITICS AND GOVERNMENT 

Tories refuse to 
co-operate over 
Euro elections 


WILLIAM HAGUE yesterday 
substantially raised the stakes 
in the confrontation between 
the Commons and the Lords 
by revising to co-operate with 
the Government over the de¬ 
feated European Elections Bill 
when it is reintroduced. 

The Tory leader's hardline 
stance surprised and delighted 
most Conservative MPs, but 
worried some Tory peers who 
felt he was going too far. 

But it meant that the chanc¬ 
es oF the Bill becoming law in 
time for next June's elections 
were again diminished despite 
signs after its loss on Wednes¬ 
day that the Conservatives 
would allow it fair wind when 
it comes back in the new ses¬ 
sion of Parliament next Tues¬ 
day. Mr Hague appeared to 
have overruled the apparently 
conciliatory line taken by Vis¬ 
count C ran bo me. Tory leader 
in the Lords, in the immediate 
aftermath of the result 

Tory backbench peers ex¬ 
pressed amazement at Mr 
Hague’s stance and gave warn¬ 
ing that he might not be able 
to rely on them to carry on the 
fight “ft is completely daft,” 
one said. “We should quit 
while we are ahead." 

Others accused the Shadow 
Cabinet of using the Lords “to 
do iheir dirty work in the 
trenches”, in the full knowl¬ 
edge that hereditary peers 
would be blamed. They seem 
to be quite prepared to shed a 
little blood down here,” one 


Hardline stance 
leaves peers in 
fear of retribution, 
write James 
Landale and 
Philip Webster 


said. Traditionally govern¬ 
ment Bills that have been de¬ 
feated by the Lords swiftly be¬ 
come law in die subsequent 
session of Parliament. 

But the Government has set 
a deadline of mid-January for 
the Bill to go through, arguing 
that it will need the interval be¬ 
tween then and June to train 
electoral office staff. 

Mr Hague’s refusal to 
budge overshadowed the dis¬ 
closure yesterday of a dash be¬ 
tween Tony Blair and Paddy 
Ashdown over the Govern¬ 
ment's attitude the previous 
day. It emerged that Mr Ash¬ 
down telephoned Mr Blair to 
warn him that co-operation be¬ 
tween the two 'parties was at 
risk because of the Govern¬ 
ment's apparent readiness to 
ditch the Bill. 

He is believed to have told 
Mr Blair that it would be a 
"breach of faith” if the Bill was 
not pushed through. His inter¬ 
vention explained the Govern¬ 


ment's change of tone after the 
Lords defeat when Baroness 
Jay of Paddington, the Lords- 
leader, announced that the 
Government would be using 
the Parliament Acts to - try to 
force it through. - . 

Mr Hague, after consulting 
dose colleagues and advisers 
yesterday, morning, said he 
would not“co-operate or aoquir' 
esce in any way” with the plan 
to introduce the “undemocrat¬ 
ic” closed list system. Minis¬ 
ters insisted that unless he did 
it would be impossible to get 
the Bill through all its stages 
in time. ' 

But a source close to Mr.- 
Hague said that although the 
' Opposition would not actively 
obstruct the Bill it would not 
“roll over and have its tummy 
tidded”. 

Tony Blair said that without 
co-operation the measure 
would not reach the statute 
book in time,. “If they play 
that game we have got to go 
back to the old system," he 
said. They can use the Tory 
majority they have got in the 
House of Lords to scupper us 
and that is what they have 
done,” he added. 

The clash with the Lords 
will dominate the next parlia¬ 
mentary year at least because 
of the Bill abolishing the vot¬ 
ing rights of hereditary peers 
in the new programme. 

Leading article and 
Letters, page 25 
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Lady Falkender with the late Lord Wilson of Rievaulx. Joe Haines alleges he acted to stop daims about her private life 

Wilson ‘used spy to protect Falkender’ 


By Mark Inglefield, 

POLITICAL REPORTER 

HAROLD WILSON used a 
private detective to spy on one 
of his former ministers when 
he discovered he was about to 
release damaging information 
about his Downing Street sec¬ 
retary. Marcia. Falkender, it 
was alleged yesterday. 

It is claimed that George 
Wigg (later Lord Wigg), who 
had served as the then Prime 
Minister's Paymaster Gener¬ 
al, was out to discredit Mrs 
Falkender by publishing a 
book that contained “excoriat¬ 
ing criticism"- Among the reve¬ 
lations was that Mrs Falkend¬ 
er had had two illegitimate 
children. 

The disclosures have been 
madie by Joe Haines, who was 
Wilson's press secretary, in 



Wigg: Haines says Sflkin 
was told to spy on him 

this week's Spectator maga¬ 
zine. The pot was about to 
boil over.” Mr Haines writes. 
“Among his (Wigg's) threat¬ 
ened revelations, it was ru¬ 
moured. was the reproduction 
of the birth certificates of her 
two illegitimate sons, whose ex¬ 


istence was not generally 
known at the time of writing.” 

Wigg had been one of Wil¬ 
son's closest confidants. But he 
had become dangerous when 
he fell out with the Labour 
leader in 1967 after resigning 
his government post 

After Wilson returned to 
Downing Street in 1974, he in¬ 
structed John Silkin. who was 
the Minister for Planning and 
Local Government, to keep an 
. eye on him. “Silkin hired a pri¬ 
vate detective to trail Wigg 
.and report back his findings.” 
Mr Haines writes. The pri¬ 
vate eye diligently followed 
Wigg one evening to a one-bed- 
roomed fiat in London occu¬ 
pied by a woman. 

“Wigg did not emerge until 
the next morning. It was also 
said that the woman had a 
son. The inference drawn — 


how validly I haven't the faint¬ 
est idea — was that Wigg was 
his father.” 

Mr Haines said that Wilson 
handed him a scrap of paper 
bearing the address of the 
woman, but he did not do any¬ 
thing about it. “I lost it before I 
could decide whether I wanted 
to be responsible for such a 
nasty piece of information.” 

Wilson's actions are not sur¬ 
prising. He was fiercely protec¬ 
tive of Marcia, whom he later 
made Lady Falkender. 

The daims follow the revela¬ 
tion that Wilson may have told 
the police to frame Wigg on 
what proved to be a failed 
' kerbwcrawling charge in 1976. 

Mr Haines said that Wigg. 
who as Paymaster General 
had had special responsibility' 
for the security services, was 
“the man who knew too much". 
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Robinson 
put under 
renewed 
pressure 

by Roland Watson 

POLITICAL CORRESPONDENT 

GEOFFREY ROBINSON, the 
Paymaster General, is facing 
renewed pressure for a further 
investigation into his business 
affairs just 24 hours after he 
was forced to apologise to the 
Commons for breaking parlia¬ 
mentary rules. 

The Tories called for Mr 
Robinson to face an inquiry 
into his admission that he 
failed to register his owner¬ 
ship of a firm for four years be¬ 
tween February 1988 and Janu¬ 
ary 1992. 

But his link with Roll Center 
Incorporated, which was the 
subject of a Tory complaint 
last week, did not form part of 
Wednesday's ruling against 
the minister by the standards 
and privileges committee. 

The Tories are arguing that, 
if this breach had been indud- 
ed along with the failing for 
which he was forced to apolo- jL* 
gise, the cross-party commit- l 
tee might have come to a 
tougher conclusion. 

David Heathooat-Amory, 
the Shadow Treasury Chief 
Secretary, said: ‘The sanction 
they recommended in respect 
of the other infringements 
might have been more severe 
if this separate and additional 
breach had been known." 

The move appeared to dash 
hopes in Downing Street that 
Mr Robinson's apology would 
draw a line under the affair. 

The Tories insist they will 
pursue the matter and it seems 
certain to fuel continued specu¬ 
lation about Mr Robinson's fa- 
ture as a Treasury minister. 
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Hague is playing a schoolboy game with the constitution 


WILLIAM HAGUE is playing ad¬ 
olescent politics. He and his advis¬ 
ers quickly need to learn some con¬ 
stitutional history, rather than just 
seeking the cheers of Tory MPS. 
They are in danger of making the 
same errors their predecessors did 
in 1909-11 over the original Parlia¬ 
ment Act limiting the powers of the 
Lords. The Conservative leader is 
ignoring both the conventions on 
which the working of our constitu¬ 
tion depends, and the checks and 
balances that he emphasised on 
Wednesday. 

By convention, the Lords is enti¬ 
tled to ask the Commons to think 


again on an issue, once, even per¬ 
haps twice, but no more. Then, the 
Lords accepts that the elected 
House should get its way. Of 
course, there are issues where the 
Lords would be right to fight on — 
and it retains an absolute veto over 
legislation extending the life of a 
Parliament beyond five years. But 
tiie choice of dosed versus open 
lists for the election of Members of 
the European-Parliament does not 
remotely come into that category. 

Tory peers have already 
breached this convention. Lord 
WeatberilL the former Commons 
Speaker, who is against dosed lists 


said: "What will be remembered is 
that this unelected House frustrat¬ 
ed the will of the Commons on five 
occasions.” 

Lord Garel-Jones. former Tory 
Deputy Chief Whip and arch-in¬ 
triguer, said that if the Govern¬ 
ment was defeated, it would be a 
defeat for the Lords and for the 
Tory party. “Politics is about being 
grown up. The House is not a 
sixth-form debating chamber but a 
grown-up, integral and influential 
part of the parliamentary process. 
Its- place arid high reputation are 
based not only on the high quality 
of debates but on the instinct that 


Peter 
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your Lordships have shown for 
knowing to what point the elected 
chamber can be pushed.” 

Alter the Bill was dropped for 
this session, it looked as though' 
good sense would prevail Baron¬ 
ess Jay of Paddington 0 announced 
that the Bill would be reintrodneed 
under the Parliament Act Vis¬ 


count Cran borne, who knows all 
about what the Lords can and can¬ 
not da responded that Tory peers 
“are aware of the limitations on the 
rights of this House and I hope 
that we will behave accordingly 
when the Bill is reintroduced”. 

Lord Cranbome’s caution was 
quickly overruled by the more 
gung-ho Mr Hague. He said the 
Tories would not cooperate in get¬ 
ting the fresh Bill onto the statute 
book by the mid-January deadline 
which ministers think is necessary 
if the new system is to be intro¬ 
duced for next June's Euro-dec- 
tions. While there is no reason for 


the Tories to change their view of 
the Bill his intransigent language 
could make the Tories look obstruc¬ 
tionist 

These tactics are reminiscent of 
the wrong-turning that the party 
took in 1909-11. A large number of 
Toiy/Unionist peers vowed to 
“fight and die in the last ditch” 
against limits on their powers. Bal¬ 
four, the party leader, believed the 
“ditchers” were being “essentially 
theatrical” and their language was 
largely for “music hall consump¬ 
tion” The “ditchers” were only 
trumped by the announcement 
that the King would agree to the 


creation of sufficient peers to carry 
the Bill. However, the Opposition 
became increasingly strident over 
the following three years, even to 
the brink of illegality over Ireland. 

The Tories now have a choice 
over the Bill to abolish the voting 
rights of hereditary peers. They 
could capitalise on the Govern¬ 
ment’s fuzziness over the longterm 
future of (he Lords by focusing on 
the “what next?" question. Or they 
could defend the hereditary peers. ^ 
which would please the ultras but -jh 
play into Tony Blair’s hands. Mr 
Hague and his advisers need to 
think a lot more before they react 


Toil 









FIRJT 
PARTY 

GUIUY? 



IF YOU FEEL IT, 

WE CAN EXPRESS IT. 

ORDER. FRPAI YOUR LOCAL INTERFLOW FLORIST OR CALI FREE 2+HR'A DAY ON 

0500 434343 

SAME DAY DELIVERY FOR ORDERS BEFORE I PM. WWW.INTERFLORA.CO.UR 


HELLO! wishes to apologise to its readers for keeping then waiting for this week's is see. 
This was because we waated to briag you the aiost ep to date coverage of 

THE PRINCE OF WALES' 50TH 
BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS 



AT HOME WITH ANTONIO BANDERAS AND MELANIE GRITFITH 
JAMIE LEE CURTIS ATTENDS FATHER TONY'S WEDDING 
SOPHIE RHYS-JONES AT THE MOUNTBATTEN CHRISTENING 
WONDERBRA MODEL ADRIANA SKLENARIKOVA 

Ibe belt things » Ufa are worth waiting for. 


HELLO! 


GOOD RENTS EVERT WEEK. 


toval C 

! V 

'forward 





rV.J 1 V 

ff •' 

i \SS-:.'■■■ 

•• 

■ft.'"*; .■'‘v:* 

V,-; 

.vV 



























Nov, 





p 'Efi 



Rob % 
p r u ‘ u *C 


t 


• ti «njN 
:• N 


'■ -L . 




ider 



m* 




i >**.* **- v n * -' 7 "?■•" - 
«*** *f tA K’f US*.* 

UIS' 50TS 

$ RATIONS 





AS **° 



s «o* 

«*» < 

,*!***“ 


THE TIMES FRIDAY NOVEMBER 20 1998 


NEWS 13 


Families claim missile 

caused 1968 air crash 

Relatives of Aer T .ingus victims take legal action to uncover truth, writes Audrey Magee 


RELATIVES of people killed 
in an lnsh aircraft crash 30 
years ago have begun legal ac¬ 
tion to establish whether the 
plane was shot down by a Brit¬ 
ish missile or struck bv a tar¬ 
get aircraft 

The Aer Lingus flight from 
U>rk to London fell 17,000ft 
into the Irish Sea in March 
1968. killing all 61 peopteor! 
hoard. No reason was ever 
found for the crash, leading rel¬ 
atives to suspect that British 
and Irish officials colluded in 
a cover-up. 

The 200 widows, sons, 
daughters and cousins of the 
victims are now taking Aer 
Ungus and the Irish Govern¬ 
ment to court to force them to 
reveal all documents and voice 
recordings relating to the inci¬ 
dent The Tuskar Air Disaster 
Relatives Support Group, 
formed after a 30th anniversa¬ 
ry memorial ceremony in 
March, will later seek British 
documentation. 

The relatives, backed by 
members of the Irish Parlia¬ 
ment suspect that the Sr Phe- 
lim, a Vickers’ Viscount was 
either shot down by a stray 
test missile from the Royal Air¬ 
craft Establishment’s range in 
Wales or knocked to earth by a 
British drone, a pilotless air¬ 
craft used as a missile target 
The base at Aberporth, Dyfed, 
was then Britain’s most ad¬ 
vanced missile testing station. 
It regularly launched ground- 
to-air rockets at target drones 
flying over the Irish Sea. The 
missiles and drones could 
reach 560mph and fly up to 
60,000ft 

David O’Beime, whose fa¬ 
ther. Barney, was piloting the 
aircraft is chairman of the sup¬ 
port group and is building a 
dossier of witness accounts 
suggesting a collision and ex¬ 
plosion. He said: “A plane 
does not simply fall out of the 
sky. There is always a reason 



Barney O’Beime flew the Vickers Viscount similar to the one above, on its fatal flight 


for it and somebody knows 
what that reason is.” 

Flight El 172 left Cork for 
Heathrow in clear weather at 
1132am on Sunday. March 24. 
The aircraft was nine miles 
south of Hook Head in Wex¬ 
ford at 1137am. travelling 
along the designated flight 
path between Cork and 
Tuskar Rock off the east coast 
of Wexford. Forty-one seconds 
later a message was picked up 
by London Heathrow Radar 
"12.000ft descending, spinning 
rapidly.” 

The aircraft plummeted into 
the water, killing the four crew 
and 57 passengers, who com¬ 
prised Irish. British. Belgians. 
Swiss and Americans. Only 14 
bodies were recovered. It is the 
worst disaster in the histoiy of 
Aer Lingus. 

The rescue operation was in¬ 
itially led by the Ministry of 


Defence, and the support 
group has gathered new evi¬ 
dence suggesting that the min¬ 
istry deliberately hampered 
the investigation and took piec¬ 
es of the debris to Britain rath¬ 
er than to Ireland — an allega¬ 
tion denied by the MoD. 

Relatives have spoken to 
Wexford fishermen who were 
part of the official search team 
but for two months were for¬ 
bidden from trawling the 
crash site. Martin Donoghue. 
then 15, saw the crash but was 
later visited at his school by a 
British admiral and an Aer 
lingus official who allegedly 
insisted that he erase the 
“plume of water” and loud 
rumbling noises from his 
memory. The MoD yesterday 
dismissed die claim. 

Gerry McCabe, an Irish ac¬ 
cident investigator, has also 
voiced his doubts about the 
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How The Times reported the crash on March 25,1968 


Ministry of Defence’s reluc¬ 
tance to establish the cause of 
the accident. He watched as 
British officials lifted the fuse¬ 
lage out of the water without 
using nets, a basic tool when 
dragging an object from the 
water. He said the fuselage, on 
hitting the surface, predictably 
fell back into file water “like a 
heap of spaghetti”, making it 
impossible to analyse what 
had happened to the aircraft 

The official Irish report 
completed in 1970. found no 
concrete reason for the crash 
but its author, Richard O’Sulli¬ 
van. said then: ‘'The conclu¬ 
sion that there was another air¬ 
craft involved is inescapable. 
No aircraft have been reported 
missing but there remains the 
possibility that an unmanned 
aircraft, either a drone target 
aircraft or a missile, might 
have been there.” 

Mr O’Beime. a 31-year-old 
freelance cameraman, insists 
that the evidence is out there. 
He said: ‘There is a British of¬ 
ficer who knows what hap¬ 
pened and we just warn him to 
come forward and explain the 
events.” 

But the British and Irish 
Governments and Aer Lingus 
insist that there is nothing to 
explain. A spokesman for the 
Ministry of Defence said that 
it had checked its files and had 
not found any evidence of a 


Royal Court looks 
forward in anxiety 

By Dalya Alberge. arts correspondent 


THE Royal Court, the London 
theatre with an international 
reputation for groundbreak¬ 
ing work, faces liquidation un¬ 
less £33 million can be raised 
by next spring to complete the 
19th-century building’s rede¬ 
velopment 

The warning came yester¬ 
day from the theatre’s former 
artistic director. Stephen Dald- 
ry. who also disclosed that the 
opening of the redeveloped the¬ 
atre had been postponed by a 
year until next autumn be¬ 
cause of unforeseen building 
problems. 

The Royal Court where sev¬ 
eral of Shaw’s plays were pre¬ 
miered and John Osborne in¬ 
augurated the “kitchen-sink 
drama” in 1956 with Look 
Back in Anger, is struggling to 
find millions from private 
sources. It has received nearly 
E19 million from the National 
Lottery towards the nearly 
£26 mi llion that the redevelop¬ 


ment will cost but must find 
the rest itself. 

Although the level of giving 
so far encourages the theatre 
to be hopeful. Mr Daldty said 
that they could “ start to feel re¬ 
ally frightened" in May. The 
Arts Qnmtil has told the thea¬ 
tre it will not bail it out 

Mr Daldry dismissed talk of 
a crisis, but if the worst comes 
to the worst, the nation stands 
to lose an historic theatre 
which opened in 1888 and has 
long been on the cutting edge 
of British drama and at the 
centre of controversy. In 1957 it 
saw Olivier’s virtuoso perform¬ 
ance in Osborne’s The Enter¬ 
tainer. Edward Bond’s Saved 
(1965). which depicted a baby 
being stoned to death, led to a 
court case — and to the aboli¬ 
tion of the Lord Chamberlain’s 
powers of censorship. 

During the building work, 
the company has bon per¬ 
forming at other London thea- 



Stepben Daldiy said reopening had been postponed 


tres — Conor McPherson’s 
The Weir having recently reo¬ 
pened to acclaim. Yesterday, 
the theatre’s artistic director, 
ian Rickson, said that while 
the company has been at the 
Duke of Yorkis and the Ambas¬ 
sadors. box-office takings have 
broken records, with nearly 50 
plays in two years: “It has 
been a time of real flowering.” 
Yet. he added, the Arts Coun¬ 
cil had actually advised the 
company not to perform dur¬ 
ing those two years. 

Having ignored that advice, 
ir is about to send five of its pro¬ 
ductions — including The 
Weir— to Broadway and in a 
fortnight, will announce anoth¬ 
er five premieres. 

But, despite die box-office 
figures, file theatre still has a 
revenue deficit of £190,000 
and says that it can barely sur¬ 
vive on annual revenue fund¬ 
ing of £910,000, which has 
been frozen for five years. It 
needs an “uplift” of £500.000 a 
year. The problem, said Mr 
Daldry, was that people were 
sick and tired of being asked to 
contribute to good causes. Doz¬ 
ens of lottery-funded arts ven¬ 
tures were likely to go under 
for lade of funding, he said. 

Mr Daldry yesterday vigor¬ 
ously defended the Arts Coun¬ 
cil against the charge of crony¬ 
ism over its derision to give an 
extra £234 million lottery 
grant to the theatre on whose 
board Gerry Robinson — the 
Council's chairman used to 
serve until March. That top- 
up followed file original £153 
million, and a subsequent 
£477.000. 


Trawler 

inquiry 

criticises 

pipelines 

By Shirley English 


FISHING trawlers may be or¬ 
dered to install fast-cutting 
equipment to free nets that be¬ 
come snagged on oil and gas 
pipelines on the seabed. 

The recommendation is part 
of the findings of an official in¬ 
vestigation into the sinking of 
the trawler Westhaven 120 
miles off Aberdeen with the 
loss of all four crewmen in 
March 1996. 

Yesterday the Marine Acci¬ 
dent Investigation Brandt 
called on the Government's 
Maritime and Coastguard 
Agency to consider ordering 
fishermen to install fast-cut- 
ting or release equipment to 
avoid future tragedies. 

Its report also asked the 
Health and Safety Executive 
and Department of Trade and 
Industry to consider whether 
the space between pipelines 
and the seabed should be re¬ 
moved, or reduced to mini¬ 
mise the possibility of a trawl 
door {wooden beams that keep 
the nets open) passing under¬ 
neath. 

The Westhaven sank rapid¬ 
ly in calm seas after fire port 
trawl door snagged on an oil 
pipeline and dragged the boat 
under. The pipeline was 
raised around two metres oft 
the seabed 

Michael Sutherland, of the 
Scottish Fishermen's Federa¬ 
tion. said discussions were un¬ 
derway with the ofl industry 
and coastguards to address 
the problems. 


Civil courts to be ‘pay as you go’ 
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PEOPLE will have to pay the full cost of 
Durtuing disputes in the aval courts iro- 
dergovern merit plans for“pay as you go 
eourt fees unveiled yesterday- 
The proposals from theU>rd Chancel¬ 
lor's Department mean hefty rises 
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By Frances Gibb, legal correspondent 

lower incomes. The substantial rises 
would deter many lower-income house¬ 
holds from pursuing claims, it said 

Vicki Chapman, policy director, said: 
“We remain strongly opposed to the Gov¬ 
ernment’s policy of recovering the foil 
cost of the civil courts from fees — apart 
frx , m the soda! subsidy |for those on in¬ 
come support}. These have created an ob¬ 
struction for many litigants and potential 
litigants whose incomes are just above 
the very low level which would entitle 
them to automatic fee exemption.” 

4 new fees scheme for the civil courts is 
hein° devised to make the charges fairer, 
more consistent and to bring fees mto 
toe with the dvil jurtoce rrfonns tfaj 
come into effect in April. Mr Hoons^b 
■We feel very strongly that court fees 
should not act as a bamer to justice. 
Equally- we don’t think litigants ex¬ 
pect the taxpayer to pay for a servia if liti¬ 


gants can afford to pay for ft themselves.” 

The Government accepted that some 
people used tire civil courts because they 
were forced to do so, either to protect 
themselves or others. Those people — in¬ 
volved in domestic violence proceedings 
—would have court fees subsidised to the 
tune of £53 million, which is expected to 
reduce fees in such cases by hall In addi¬ 
tion. people on low incomes would not 
have to pay fees at afl. 

The proposal would make the civil 
courts almost self-financing. A cruriai de¬ 
ment of the new package is that the fur¬ 
ther along the court process people go. 
the more fees they will pay. reflecting the 
greater costs involved. 

Mr Hoon said that was in line with en¬ 
couraging people to make an informed 
derision about die cost of what they were 
doing and to encourage early settlement 
where possible. 


missile or collision. He point¬ 
ed out that the Welsh military 
base was dosed on Sundays. 

A spokesman for the British 
Embassy in Dublin stud: “We 
have looked over this very care¬ 
fully indeed and we have 
found no evidence whatever to 
suggest any British involve¬ 
ment Although we sympa¬ 
thise with the relatives and 
will do whatever is possible to 
ease their discomfort, there is 
really nothing to link the trage¬ 
dy with Britain.” 

Arthur Walls, an engineer 
whose brother died in the 
crash, headed the internal Aer 
Lingus investigation into the 
crash. He said: “I found noth¬ 
ing to suggest it did anything 
but fall out of the sky. 

“You cannot fire a missile 
on a Sunday morning in 
Wales without people noticing 
as they come out of church or 
walk along the coast” 

But relatives remain deter¬ 
mined to find a reason. Mr 
O’Beime said: “We don’t want 
to find anyone guilty. We just 
what to know the reason why 
the people we loved died.” 



The wreckage of Flight Ell72, recovered in the Irish Sea off the coast of Wexford 
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CHANNEL PACKAGES FROM ONLY £6.99 PER MONTH 

Monthly Sky subscription packages are available from 
only £6b99 per month to £2939 per month, phis 
a one-off connection fee of £30. 


STANDARD INSTALLATION 

You'll get free standard installation 
when you subscribe to SkyDigital 
for 12 months.* 

DOTAL SATBJJTE 5YSTBIUWBt £200 

Digital SatefBte Systems are £199.991 
when you agree to have your phone Wte 
connected to your Dignboxfor 12 months 
from slping. 
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SkyDigltal is available at 
Comet, giving you more 
control, a huge choice 
of TV channels with 
amazing picture and 
sound quality. 
Programmes include up 
to five different movies 
every hour, ten docu¬ 
mentary channels and 
five sports channels. 

Not only that, but with 
Sky Box Office, you’ll be 
able to watch the latest 
movies, starting as often 
as every fifteen minutes. 
To help you plan your 
viewing, Skygidde, the on¬ 
screen TV Gstings guide, 
gives you a complete 
viewing guide to every 
channeL 
We've got everything 
you need for SkyDigltal 
at Comet. All our TVs 
are digital compatible 
- including a range 
of state-of-the-art Wide- 
screens to maximise the 
excitement 




Sony ar Wldmcn 
Dotoy Pro-Logic TV Model KV28WS2 
Pace DtgKal SaMMa System 

Model 2200DIG 
BUY MOW PAY YEAR 2000* 
PACKAGE E87®t 


To experience SkyDigital 
just come to our 
Demonstration Area 
in store, where our 
friendly and fully- 
trained staff will be 
gfad to help. 



DIGITAL 

COMRHBLETVs 

Afl our TVs are filly compatible with 
digital technology, when connected 
to a digital decodec To experience the 
excitement of Digital TV, |ust come 
to our special Demonstration Area. 


i WE PROMISE TK 
LOWEST PRICES 

The Comet Price Promise guarantees 
that If you buy any product trom Comet, 
then wttttn 14 days find the same offer 
on sale iocaly at a lower price, we'fl 
wrilbitfy refund the tfff a ranoe, PLUS 
10% OF THAT DFFERB4CE. Ask in 
afore (or fid detals. 


5Y1A1'NO CLAIM' 
===HS=1 HOMY BACK WARRANTY 

With our Rub War No-Ctaim Money 
Back Warranty, you can claim you 1 
warranty money back in fun if you 
don't make a claim hi five years. 
Ask in store lor frill details. 


PICK UP A FRffi GUIDE IN STORE 

For load store details see 
Teletext Ch4p425 or 

phone free oit0500425 
425 or visit our web site 

at: wwwxbmetxo.uk 
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Bishop fears rise Besieged 

• • P t provost 

in pagans if rural wins 
churches close support 


THE English countryside will 
quickly return to paganism if 
the Church of England with¬ 
draws from remote rural vil¬ 
lages, the Bishop of Uncoin 
warned the General Synod .yes¬ 
terday. 

Speaking on the dangers of 
abandoning village churches, 
the Right Rev Robert Hardy 
said the Church of England 
had declared 1341 churches re¬ 
dundant between 1969 and 
1992, many of them in the 
countryside. 

Rather than dosing country 
churches, he suggested, the 
Church should recruit more lo¬ 
cal non-stipendiary ministers. 

“Roman Catholics have nev¬ 
er worked extensively in the 
countryside of our diocese," 
Bishop Hardy said, ‘larger ar¬ 
eas are unrecoverable for 
Methodism. It’s a case of the 
Church of England or pagan¬ 
ism. 1 do not exaggerate, n we 
withdraw we would be bade to 
paganism in large parts of our 
diocese in a short time. A 
church gives a community an 
identity and its rooting in the 
past" 

The shortage of clergy has 
led Lincoln to become one of 
the pioneering dioceses experi¬ 
menting with local non-stipen¬ 
diary ministers, whose num- 


By Dominic Kennedy 

bers are now rapidly expand¬ 
ing. Manchester, faced with 
the challenge of problem es¬ 
tates and die shortage of 
priests in inner-city areas, em¬ 
ployed the same solution. 

There are only 150 ordained 
local ministers so far in Eng¬ 
land but their numbers are in¬ 
creasing; 170 are in training 
and the total numbers should 
double by 2002. 

There were warnings howev¬ 
er that die Church risked creat¬ 
ing a class of “other ranks” 
clergy by ordaining people as 
part-time local ministers who 
would be rejected if they ap¬ 
plied to be full-time priests. 

Critics regard them as un¬ 
paid second-class “hobby 
priests" and some wony at 
their lade of academic train¬ 
ing. Hie Church is (hanging 
their official name to “or¬ 
dained local ministers". 

Canon Patience Purchas, of 
the St Albans diocese, said: 
“Many of us are still very un¬ 
easy about it Real reserva¬ 
tions are expressed. We do 
have questions about-the cali¬ 
bre of candidates. I do not un¬ 
derstand why people do not go 
through the normal selection 
process. If they are not up to 
the standard we should not be 
ordaining them." She fears Io- 


Gay vote ‘strengthened 
Anglicanism in Africa’ 


THE Lambeth Conference 
vote to condemn homosexual 
behaviour as sinful has 
strengthened Anglicanism in 
Africa, where homosexuals 
are discriminated against by 
the Church, the synod was 
told yesterday. 

The Right Rev Josiah Fear- 
on, Bishop of Kaduna. in Ni¬ 
geria. said lesbians, homosexu-. 
als. polygamists and divorcees 
were not given positions of 
leadership by the Church in 
his country. They were loved 
and given pastoral assistance, 
he said. "Our communion has 


never demonised such sisters 
and/or brothers as the press 
would have us to believe." he 
sajd- 

Foiygamists, however, were 
denied the blessed sacra¬ 
ments, he said. 

The Archbishop of Canter¬ 
bury, Dr George Carey, said 
the gay debate had been diffi¬ 
cult and painful but “that was 
a defining moment that 
showed very dearly where the 
bishops and communion are 
but we are not dosing the dis¬ 
cussion. The listening must 
continue." 



Piggotfc did not know if 

he would miss trophies 

Piggott’s 
memories 
for sale 

IF SHEDDING some of the 
memorabilia he collected 
during his distinguished 
47-year career means much 
to Lester Piggoft he refuses 
to show iL 

Yesterday, as he surveyed 
118 lots to be offered for sale 
next week at Sotheby’s, Mr 
Piggott confined his answers 
to a few monosyllabic words 
and became annoyed when 
pressed to say more. 

It emerged that he was sell¬ 
ing the hems because he 
thought people might like to 
buy them. He agreed that 
they held many memories 
and were part qf racing histo¬ 
ry. but said that he did not 
know whether he would 
miss them. Perhaps he 
thought that the trophies, 
works of art and books — 
part of the spoils he has col¬ 
lected from riding to more 
than 5300 victories in 30 
countries — said enough 
about his achievements. 

M r Piggott’s career includ¬ 
ed nine Derby wins, the first 
of them in 1954 when, as an 
iS-year-oid. he rode Never 
Say Die. as well as 21 other 
English Classic races. 

The cheapest lots for sale 
are six volumes of racing his¬ 
tories. which are expected to 
fetch between £120 and £180. 
A bronze statue of Mill Reef, 
by John Skeaping. is expect¬ 
ed to raise up to E12.000. 

Six of his Champion Jock¬ 
ey trophies are for sale, in¬ 
cluding his Uth and final tro¬ 
phy from 1982 which is ex¬ 
pected to fetch up to E2300. 
The trophy from 1966, when 
he established a career record 
of 191 winners in a season, 
may bring up to £4.000. The 
lots represent a fraction of his 
treasures, many of which he 
has contributed to the Nation¬ 
al Horseracing Museum 
near his home at Newmarket. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Patrolman 
is run over 
onM6 

An RAC patrolman was killed 
when he was struck by a lorry 
on the hard shoulder of the 
M6. He was attending to a 
broken-down van between 
junctions six and seven in the 
West MidLands. 

Three people were taken to 
hospital, including the patrol¬ 
man. who was confirmed 
dead on arrival. West Mid¬ 
lands Police said a 4I-year-old 
lorry driver from Pontypool 
in Gwent had been arrested in 
connection with the accident 

Palace appointee 

The Queen has appointed a 
new assistant private secre¬ 
tary. it was announced. Timo¬ 
thy Hitchens, 36. on second¬ 
ment from the Foreign Office, 
will succeed Mary Francis, 
who will become the Queen's 
deputy private secretary. 

Full Britannia 

The former Royal Yacht Bri¬ 
tannia is on course to become 
one of Britain's most popular 
tourist attractions after attract¬ 
ing more than 33,000 visitors 
since opening to the public on 
October 19 at her new home in 
the Edinburgh port of Leith. 

Walker’s death 

Robert Stirrup. 42 of Hay- 
dock. near St Helens, fell 
3.000ft to his death while on 
Ttyfan in Snowdonia alter 
drinking the equivalent of 30 
measures of spirit, a patholo¬ 
gist told an inquest at Bangor, 
North Wales. Verdict: open. 

Charity match 

MPS from Britain and Hunga¬ 
ry are to play each other in a 
charity football match in Hun¬ 
gary next week on the 45th an¬ 
niversary of the match in 1953 
in which Hungary's “Golden 
Team" beat England 6-3. at 
Wembley. 

Can’t see the joke 

An optician has changed the 
name of her business from 
Spot Shop to Spec Shop after 
vandals kept removing the let¬ 
ter P from the sign. Michelle 
Wise, of Carlisle, said: “I have 
been pretty embarrassed about 
the laughter outside the shop." 


cal ministers might be unable 
to preach effectively. 

M ! do not buy into this argu¬ 
ment that there are, in rural 
parishes or urban parishes, 
simple rustic people or simple 
working-dass people who will 
sit and listen to simple words. 
We are living in a mobile socie¬ 
ty.” Parishioners were sophisti¬ 
cated people who needed a 
depth of preaching. 

The Right Rev John Oliver. 
Bishop of Hereford, argued 
that local ministers in his dio¬ 
cese, including a woman on a 
factory production line, a ru¬ 
ral postman and a primary 
school caretaker, had found 
unimagined leadership. 

The Rev Mary Crameri, of 
the Salisbury diocese, defend¬ 
ed the ordination of a “respect¬ 
ed and well-loved" farmer 
known to his entire village as 
“our Gerald", who will be¬ 
come a deacon after only a 
year of training. *To be deacon j 
so early in his training gives 
him a role so he can deepen 
and extend his ministry.” 
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By Gillian Harris 
SCOTLAND CORRESPONDENT 

A LEADING Scottish bishop 
yesterday backed Britain's 
most senior Anglican woman 
priest Miriam Byrne: who is 
faring calls for her resigna¬ 
tion two months after she was 
appointed. 

The Bistop of Brechin, the 
Right Rev Neville Chamber- 
i lain, whose diocese includes 
St Paul's Cathedral in Dun¬ 
dee, where Ms Byrne is prov¬ 
ost said that the row over the 
latter’s leadership style was 
“undermining Christianity". 

It was hoped that the ap¬ 
pointment of Ms Byrne. 52, 
would reassure the congrega¬ 
tion after the resignation of 
her predecessor, Who embez¬ 
zled funds from a charity. 

However, ber appointment 
provoked a fresh outpouring 
of hostility. Some of the pa¬ 
rishioners of St Paul'S were ag¬ 
grieved to learn that she was a 
twice-married former Roman 
Catholic nun. Others objected 
to having a woman provost 
the honorary chaplain. 
George Greig. at St Paul’s for 
13 years, resigned and a dozen 




Miriam Byrne faces calls for her resignation two months after being appointed Provost of St Paul s in Dundee 


parishioners went with him. 
Some of her congregation re¬ 
fer to her as “Atliia the Nun” 
compare her style to Baroness 
Thatcher's, and have demand¬ 
ed the return of Michael 
Bunce, who was convicted of 
embezzling £44000 from a 
company he set up to help the 
unemployed. 

Last week members of the 
vestry committee wrote to 
Bishop Chamberlain citing 


“pastoral breakdown” be¬ 
tween the priest and her con¬ 
gregation, and asking for Ms 
Biyne to be removed before 
Christmas. During last Sun¬ 
day’s sermon a petition calling 
for Dr Bunce to be reinstated 
was circulated in church. 

The mood in the Scottish 
Episcopal Church is ugly. 
Even the intervention of the 
bishop cannot calm the situa¬ 
tion. “I feel hugely saddened 


by what has happened: 
ashamed and saddened.” he 
said. “What has happened 
has undermined what every¬ 
body is doing not only for 
Dundee, bur for Angus, the 
whole diocese of Brechin, 
and Christianity." 

Bishop Chamberlain has 
passed the request for her res¬ 
ignation to the church's Col¬ 
lege of Bishops, which has ap¬ 
pointed the Bishop of Aber¬ 


deen and Orkney, the Right 
Rev Bruce Cameron, to han¬ 
dle the dispute. 

There are claims that un¬ 
der Ms Byrne’s reign, attend¬ 
ances have slumped from 130 
to around 25. Bishop Cham¬ 
berlain denies this. "Dozens 
of people have not left In¬ 
deed, new people are coming 
along and the children’s sec¬ 
tion is bigger than it has been 
for a long time," he said. 
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A third of 
children’s 
accidents 
‘avoidable’ 

ONE in three of the 1.400 
Bnbsh children who die 
from injuries each year 
could be saved by simple 
measures to prevent acci¬ 
dents. a report published 
yesterday has found 
Moves to make chik 
ami's everyday environ¬ 
ment safer — such as cut- 
hng speed limits and fir¬ 
ing guard rails to high 
windows — would cut seri¬ 
ous injuries dramati cal ly 
and save millions of 
pounds, say doctors who 
contributed to the report 
published in a special is¬ 
sue of Injury Prevention. 

Accidents pose a much 
bigger threat to children 
ana teenagers than any dis¬ 
ease, accounting for half of 
all deaths in the age group 
and costing the NHS 
£1-2 billion a year. Even so. 
they are rarely seen as a 
preventable risk by health 
officials. 

Barry Pless, editor of In¬ 
jury Prevention, said stop¬ 
ping mishaps was the sin¬ 
gle largest contribution the 
medical profession could 
make towards young peo¬ 
ple's health. 
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Doctors ‘could not 
have saved Diana’ 


Report says that injuries sustained 
by the Princess were too severe for 
effective treatment, writes Susan Bell 


DOCTORS were powerless to 
save Diana, Princess of Wales., 
because her injuries were too 
severe, a French forensic medi¬ 
cal expert has told the judge in 
charge of the investigation 
into her death. 

“Nowhere in the world's 
medical literature has there 
been documented a case of sur¬ 
vival after such damage to the 
pulmonary vein," said Domin¬ 
ique Lecomte. director of the 
Medical-Legal Institute and 
head of the Paris morgue in a 
ten-page report submined to 
Herve Stephan, the investigat¬ 
ing magistrate. There had 
been no medical error in the 
Princess's treatment. Dr Le¬ 
comte concluded. 

He said that the shod: of the 
car's impact with the pillar in 
the tunnel under the Place de 
I’Alma had knocked the Prin¬ 
cess's heart severely out of posi¬ 
tion. "The Princess's heart had 
been displaced within the rib¬ 
cage provoking a tear in the 
pulmonary vein." the huge 
blood vessel that carries oxy¬ 


genated blood from the lungs 
to the heart, he said. 

The tear caused a fatal 
haemorrhage, leaving the Prin¬ 
cess to bleed quickly to death. 
The report is intended to pro¬ 
vide the final word on whether 
the Princess received adequate 
medical care from the French 
emergency services. 

Some medical experts unin¬ 
volved in the investigation 
have questioned whether she 
might have been saved if she 
had been rushed to die nearest 
hospital rather than receiving 
treatment on the spot It took 
emergency workers about IK 
• hours to get the Princess to hos¬ 
pital because they tried to sta¬ 
bilise her condition at the 
scene before moving her to La 
Pin'6 Salpgtrfere Hospital. 

A book published in June by 
two journalists from L'Express 
fuellki the debate about wheth¬ 
er more could have been done to 
save her life by portraying emer¬ 
gency workers as being una¬ 
ware of the extent of her inju¬ 
ries. The book. Investigation 



Stephan: preparing report 

into the Death of Diana, by 
Jean-Marie Pontaut and J£r6me 
Dupuis, quoted the emergency 
medical specialist who treated 
her at the scene. Jean-Marc 
Martino, as saying that her 
heart stopped immediately after 
workers extracted her from the 
wrecked Mercedes. 

Dr Martino performed 
heart massage and succeeded 
in getting her heart restarted, 
but it was not until the Prin¬ 
cess arrived at die hospital, 
more than half an hour later, 
that doctors were able to diag¬ 
nose her most serious injury: 
the tear in the left pulmonary 
vein. The book claimed that 
emergency workers at the 


scene had treated a symptom 
— rapidly falling blood pres¬ 
sure — by giving the Princess 
transfusions, without first re¬ 
pairing the tear in the pulmo¬ 
nary vein. By doing so. the au¬ 
thors suggested, they filled her 
chest cavity with fluid which 
may have done her more 
harm than good, raising the 
question of whether a different 
course of treatment might 
have saved her life. 

In his report. Dr Lecomte 
firmly rejected this thesis. 
The treatment given was in 
accordance with current medi¬ 
cal laiowlege with regard to 
the circumstances of the inter¬ 
vention and to the certified in¬ 
juries," he said. 

A previous report prepared 
for Judge Stephan on the sub¬ 
ject had declined to say wheth¬ 
er the care the Princess re¬ 
ceived had been adequate, say¬ 
ing that it was impossible to 
tell without an autopsy, which 
was not performed. 

Judge Stephan is expected to 
conclude his investigation by 
the end of the year. His report 
will be transferred to Paris 
prosecutors, who will tied de 
whether there has been any 
wrongdoing and if there are 
grounds to pursue the case in 
court 
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Duke admits he 
hated school 


By Peter Archer 


THE Duke of York went back 
to the classroom yesterday 
and disclosed that he did not 
enjoy his schooldays. 

Like his brother, the Prince 
of Wales, the Duke disclosed 
that his time at Gordonstoun 
was not always to his liking. 
He told pupils at Tonga High 
School: “I do hope you enjoy 
your schooldays — 1 didn't un¬ 
til after 1 left." 

The Duke. 38, was given a 
pop star's reception at the 
school, founded by the King 
of Tonga 50 years ago. Boys in 
grey tupenu — traditional Ton- 
gan skirts - and girls in ma¬ 
roon dresses, with yellow rib¬ 
bons in their hair, sang and 
clapped and cheered as the 
garlanded royal visitor did a 
walkabout. 

“He's really open and more 
friendly than you would ex¬ 
pect You can’ talk to him," 
said Laucala Pohiva. a young 
journalist coverin g the Duke’s 
visit for the Tonga Times. 

The Duke, who is on an 
eight-day tour of the South Pa¬ 
cific. visited the school’s lan¬ 
guage laboratory and listened 
to a class of 15" and 16-year- 
olds learning French and Jap¬ 
anese. He also sat in on a com¬ 
puter studies class. 

Looking relaxed in shirt¬ 
sleeves. the Duke also visited 
Tonga's Royal School of Sci¬ 


ence, which was set up by the 
Sandhurst-trained Crown 
Prince Tupouto’a. Students, 
many from the Tonga Defence 
Service, access university cours¬ 
es via the Internet In this way 
they can graduate at universi¬ 
ties around the world, includ¬ 
ing Leeds. Queen's Belfast St 
Andrews. Oxford Brookes and 
the Open University. 

TheCrown Prince wants to 
secure the benefits of informa¬ 
tion technology for his tiny, un¬ 
derdeveloped island, where 
the slow pace of life is reflected 
in the 25mph speed limit in 
towns and villages. 

At the end of his visit the 
Duke travelled back in time 
as Thursday became Wednes¬ 
day. Leaving Tonga at 3pm on 
Thursday, he crossed the In¬ 
ternational Date Line and ar¬ 
rived in Western Samoa, after 
a 90-minute flight 22'dhaurs 
earlier, on Wednesday. 

So. for the Duke, this week 
has had two Wednesdays and 
Thursdays and there were 
two birthdays for his equerry. 
Captain Craig Dalgliesh. of 
the New Zealand Army, who 
was 31 on Thursday. 

In Samoa the Duke was the 
guest of honour at an 
evening's entertainment in the 
grounds of the country’s Par¬ 
liament where fire-dancing 
was top of the bill. (PA Newsf 
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16 QUEENS SPEECH PREVIEW 

Labour set for 
rough ride 
over reforms 

Expect sparks to fly when the Government unveils its 
legislative programme next week, writes Jill Sherman 


THE TIMES FRIDAY NOVEMBER 20 1998 


LABOUR’S move to end the 
voting rights of hereditary 
peers, the centrepiece of Tues¬ 
day’s Queen’s Speech, is set to 
provote one of the most bitter 
parliamentary sessions for dec¬ 
ades. 

Labour's long-cherished am¬ 
bition to neuter a significant 
proportion of the Upper 
House will cause uproar in the 
second chamber and risks 
holding up other government 
bills. It could take over a year 
to get through. 

The Tory party has already 
said it will thwart the move un¬ 
less and until Labour comes 
up with credible proposals for 
the second stage of its reforms 
for the Lords. 

About 14 main Bills are to be 
included in the Queen’s 
Speech together with some oth¬ 
er contentious measures also 
destined for a rough ride 
through Parliament. 

The Cabinet winners ap¬ 
pear to be Jack Straw and Pe¬ 
ter Mandelson with three Bills 
each and Alistair Darling and 
Derry Irvine, who both won a 
last-minute space for Bills. 
The main loser is John Pres- 


THE QUEEN’S 
SPEECH 



THE BILLS AND 
THE BATTLES 


cott, who failed to get either of 
his two Transport Bills. 

Mr Mandelson’s Bill on 
trade union recognition rights 
is expected to be opposed by 
the Tories but Labour MPs 
will also be incensed if any of 
the key points of the Fairness 
at Work White Paper are wa¬ 
tered down in the legislation. 

The Welfare Reform Bill 
will also be highly controver¬ 
sial. Tony Blair is determined 
to convince both and the 
public that he is serious about 
modernising the welfare sys- 


GOODBYE, SILVER STICK 


NEXT week's State Open¬ 
ing of Parliament will con¬ 
tain all the usual ceremoni¬ 
al pomp but fewer of the bi- 
zarrely-named holders of 
ancient offices. 

Silver Stick, the com¬ 
manding officer of the 
Household Cavalry, is one 
of the victims of a moderni¬ 
sation drive approved by 
the Queen. The whole proc¬ 
ess wfl] also be speeded up. 
Black Rod will set off to 
summon the Commons to 
the Lords before the Queen 
has arrived on the throne, 
reducing the uncomforta¬ 
ble wait for MPls to arrive. 

One of the Queen's three 
ladies-in-waiting has been 


dropped, along with the 
Crown Equerry and two 
gentlemen ushers. Gold 
Stick in Waiting, the Colo¬ 
nel of the Household Caval¬ 
ry, remains in place. 

But the Gentleman Ush¬ 
er to die Sword of State will 
be missing for the first time 
in centuries. And the chiefs 
of aH three Services have 
been replaced by the Chief 
of the Defence Staft Gener¬ 
al Sir Charles Guthrie. 

However, one of the. 
quirkiest moments has 
been retained. Earf Mar¬ 
shall and the Lord Great 
Chamberlain will condone 
to walk backwards ahead 
of the Sovereign. 7 


tem. Frank Field's bid to 
think the unthinkable" faikd 
spectacularly, ending in his 
resignation as Welfare Minis¬ 
ter. partly because his plans 
were too cosily. 

But Alistair Darling risks a 
sizeable Labour revolt over his 
plans to target disability 
benenefits. New medical tests 
for the disabled are expected to 
penalise new claimants and in¬ 
capacity benefit will be means- 
tested for the better off. Mr 
Darling’s move to require all 
benefit claimants to seek work 
in return for welfare payments 
is also contentious and signals 
the first forays into American 
style workfare. 

The Access to Justice Bill 
which ends the monopoly of 
barristers in Crown Courts 
will be bitterly opposed by 
many of the Lord Chancellors 
friends at die Bar while the 
Bill for a Greater London Au¬ 
thority will spark a huge de¬ 
bate about the London mayor. 

The Government may now 
have to make time for the Eu¬ 
ropean Elections Bill soon af¬ 
ter the new session begins, 
which could affect toe timing 
of the Bill on hereditary peers. 
Tony Blair has attacked the 
"democratic monstrosity” of 
an inbuilt majority of Tory 
peers. That “monstrosity" wiU 
be fighting for its survival over 
the next 12 months. 

Other Bills which will be in¬ 
cluded in the Queen's Speech 
include reducing the age of 
consent for gays from 18 to 16. 
new laws on asylum-seekers 
and a Criminal Justice Bill in¬ 
ducting measures to protect 
vulnerable witnesses from 
cross-examination in court 

Mr Prescott will, however, 
get a draft Bill which will al¬ 
low him to set up a shadow 
rail authority to improve 
standards on franchised rail¬ 
ways and he has also man¬ 
aged to sneak measures to pi¬ 
lot congestion charging in Lon¬ 
don into a much wider Bill on 
the London assembly. 



Lanterns at toe ready: the Royal Body of the Yeomen of toe Guard each year search the Lords’ cellars for gunpowder before toe State Opening 

The pace of change hots up 


■ Welfare Reform Bffl 

Shake-up of benefits for long¬ 
term sick and disabled. New 
medical tests for incapacity 
benefit claimants plus target¬ 
ing money on toe poor and the 
young disabled. Incapacity 
benefit will be reduced if claim¬ 
ant has private pension or 
health insurance plans. 

□ Every benefit claimant. In¬ 
cluding lone mothers and disa¬ 
bled people, required to attend 
a job interview before being en¬ 
titled to state payments. 

□ Pension reforms — ele¬ 
ments of longer term second 
stakeholder pensions to be set¬ 
tled. 

Problems: Alistair Darling's 
drive to modernise toe welfare 
state is likely to provoke a 
backbench rebellion in the 
Commons over cutbacks for 
the disabled, and be resisted 
by the Lords. 

■ Fairness at Work BIB 

□ Union recognition if 40 per 
bent of the workforce vote in fa- 
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vour. Automatic recognition if 
50 per cent of workers are un¬ 
ion members, possibly with 
minimum three-month mem¬ 
bership period. 

□ Reducing from two years to 
one toe qualification period for 
protection against unfair dis¬ 
missal. 

□ Raising the ceiling for un¬ 
fair dismissal awards from 
£12,000 to about £50,000. 
Problems: Bill still to be final¬ 
ised. Peter Mandelson will 
face a backlash from MPs 
with union links if he bows to 
employer demands to water 
down White Paper pledge on 
50 per cent recognition. Tory 
peers will fight plans to give 
unions more power. 

■ NHS Modernisation Bffl 

□ Abolishing GP ftindhold- 
ing and replacing it with pri¬ 
mary care groups to commis¬ 
sion services. 

□Giving the Government 
powers to send in hit squads to 
Ming hospitals and setting 
up an institute of dinical excel¬ 
lence to set standards of care. 
Imposing a legal requirement 
on hospitals to provide quality 
care. 

Problems: Frank Dobson 
should have a reasonably 
dear ride through the Com¬ 
mons but Tory peers may op¬ 
pose scrapping GP fundhold- 
ing, a key Tory reform. 

■ Local Government BM 

□ Measures to allow local 
councils to introduce elected 
mayors and mini-cabinets. 
Paves the way for local govern¬ 
ment hit squads to take over 
failing councils. 

□ Giving local coundis pow¬ 
ers to hold referendums on lo¬ 
cal issues. 

□ Replacing compulsory com¬ 
petitive tendering with "best 
value” practice. Getting rid of 
universal capping for local au¬ 
thorities and putting in place 
more flexible system. 

Problems: John Prescott will 
face opposition over plans to 
let councils hold referendums. 
as many fear that local fox¬ 
hunting bans could follow. 

■ Access to Jasdce Bffl 

□ Will give solid tors wider ac- . 
cess to the higher courts, end¬ 
ing the monopoly barristers in 
private practice now have on 
the Crown Courts. 

□ Includes wide-ranging re¬ 


forms of legal aid in an at¬ 
tempt to target help and re¬ 
duce costs. Traditional legal 
aid will be replaced with a no- 
win, no-fee system for lawyers 
who take on civil action for all 
but family cases. 

□ Legal Aid Board will be 
able to contract out blocks of 
work to law firms who can 
compete for business on a 
fixed-price basis. 

□ Promotion of community le¬ 
gal services including advice 
bureauxand hotlines to try to 
avoid court cases. 

Problems: Deny Irvine only 
persuaded colleagues at the 
last minute to include the tell 
and could face huge opposi¬ 
tion from toe legal profession 
and peers. 

■ Financial Services BUI 

□ Measures to streamline 
and simplify financial services 
regulation by setting up one 
statutory body which nail re¬ 
place a range of smaller ones. 
The Financial Services Author¬ 
ity will be given a range of 
powers to supervise and regu¬ 
late the City in a drive to 
stamp out insider trading and 
pension mis-selling. 

Problems: City has been con¬ 
cerned that FSA will have too 
much power. MPS unlikely to 
put up much resistance. 

■ Contributions Agency 

Metier bffl 

□ Bill to merge the Contribu- 
tionsAgency, which handles 
national insurance contribu¬ 
tions and the Inland Revenue 
to ease the administration of 
tax and NICs. 

Problems: None envisaged. 
Technical bill. Should have 
■ easy passage. 

■ Hereditary Peers BUI 

□ Would abolish the voting 
and sitting rights of Britain's 
750 hereditary peers. Despite a 
declining chance that they 
would be allowed to retain 
"dub rights", giving them ac¬ 
cess to the Lords’ bars and res¬ 
taurants, it would effectively 
banish them from Parliament 
for toe first time in 800 years. 
Problems: Peers have made 
dear they will fight for their 
lives to toe bitter end, using 
every parliamentary tactic in 

the book to delay the inevita¬ 
ble. Their filibustering could 
cause huge problems for Bar¬ 
oness Jay, the Leader of the 


Lords, as she tries to ensure 
the passage of other govern¬ 
ment legislation. The Govern¬ 
ment faces criticism over its 
two-stage policy of reform. Op¬ 
position will focus less on the 
merits of the herediiaries and 
more on the uncertainty of 
what is to follow them. 

Critics will highlight the peri¬ 
od immediately following 
their departure, when the up¬ 
per chamber will be made up 
solely of appointees, and the fi¬ 
nal make-up of toe second 
dumber, which is in the 
hands of a Royal Commission. 



■ London Bffl 

□ Sets up the mechanism for 
a Greater London Authority 
and toe post of a directly-elect¬ 
ed Mayor for the capital. 

It will also allow John Pres¬ 
cott, the Deputy Prime Minis¬ 
ter, to pilot a scheme charging 
drivers for entering the city — 
so-called congestion-charging. 
Problems: With toe Tories 
now supporting toe idea of a 
Mayor, the Bill is unlikely to 
face major hiccups. The La¬ 
bour leadership is hostile to 
the party's front-runner, Ken 
Livingstone, and the Tory lead¬ 
ership shows little enthusiasm 
for its only runner to date. 
Lord Archer. 

■ Age of Consent BDJ 

□ Cuts the age of consent for 
homosexual sex from IS to 16. 
ft will indude guidelines to 
protect youths aged 16 and 17 
at school, in care and in the 
armed forces from relation¬ 
ships with men holding a posi¬ 
tion of responsibility. 

Problems: The issue was de¬ 
feated by the Lords last sum¬ 
mer and will be bitterly op¬ 
posed by peers again. The pro- 



Drive on: plans to introduce congestion charging are out, except in London 


gui 

been induded to meet some of 
the concerns of critics. 

■ Electronic Exchange Bill 

□ Seeks to make the Internet 
more business friendly by lib¬ 
eralising the regulation sur¬ 
rounding electronic informa¬ 
tion. 

Internet users are likely to be 
given a “digital signature”, cur¬ 
rently used by some banks but 
lacking the full backing of law. 
The signatures allow users to 
verify their identity on line 
and are designed to make elec¬ 
tronic exchange safer and re¬ 
duce fraud. 

Problems: Peter Mandelson. 
die Trade Secretary, believes 
that he is pushing at an open 
door on the issue. Opposition 
is likely to come less from MPs 
and more from IT experts who 
understand the issue. 

■ insolvency Bin 

□ Aims to cut the number of 
business Mures on two 
fronts, Peter Mandelson 
wants to relax the Govern¬ 
ment’s role as “Crown credi¬ 
tor”. It gives the Inland Reve¬ 
nue first call on unpaid compa¬ 
ny debts ahead of other credi¬ 
tors and means the Govern¬ 
ment is responsible for hun¬ 
dreds of liquidations every 
year. 

Firms fighting insolvency are 
also to be allowed a month's 
protection from creditors to 
put together rescue plans. 
Problems: Critics are likely to 
paint the moves as a “rogue’s 
charter’’, which will encour¬ 
age more fraud cases. The 
Treasury could also see its in¬ 
come drop. 

■ Asjvfam and Immigration 
Bffl 

□ Brings in tough rules affect¬ 
ing all asylum seekers. Jack 
Straw, the Home Secretary, 
wants to replace cash hand¬ 
outs with benefits “in kind" in 
the shape of vouchers. The fi¬ 
nal details could also include 
the option of issuing plastic 
"smart cards” for the purchase 
of food and clothing. 

□ Asylum seekers will also be 
expected to rake up offers of ac¬ 
commodation anywhere in the 
country, and would lose toe 
right to housing if they refuse. 
Problems: Labour MPs will 
say that the measures are too 
draconian. Civil rights groups 
are alarmed that the smart 
cards could be a forerunner to 
compulsory identity cards. 

■ Criminal Justice Bill 

□ Offers greater protection to 
witnesses in court by ending 
the automatic right of defend"- 
ants to cross-examine a rape 
victim. The measure follows 
several cases where female vic¬ 
tims of sexual attacks have 
had to undergo the ordeal of 
lengthy interrogation by their 
alleged artacker. 

□ Jack Straw wants to speed 
up justice, including measures 
to give greater powers forjudg¬ 
es to clear the public gallery in 
cases involving extreme physi¬ 
cal or sexual violence. 

Problems: Law Lords are op¬ 
posed to removing defendant’s 
rights to cross examine. The 
Lord Chief Justice believes the 
few cases affected do not justi¬ 
fy such a step. 

• Compiled by Jill Sherman 
and Roland Watson 


Dropped — the ones that got away 


By Jill Sherman 

CHIEF POLITICAL CORRESPONDENT 

The Queen's Speech has been stripped of 
several controversial Items which could 
have been held up in the Lords for 
months. Business managers took an early 
decision not to indude a bill to ban fox¬ 
hunting and have made dear thai they 
will not allow time for a Private Member's 
Bill on the issue. There will also be no at¬ 


tempt to introduce laws to allow walkers 
toe right to roam across thousands of 
acres of land owned by members of the 
Upper House. 

Other bills which haw been squeezed 
out of the coming legislative session in¬ 
duce: 

□ A Freedom of Information Bill givine 

access to slate documents. ° 

□ Measures to set up a Food Standards 

Agency as a watchdog on food safety. 


□ A Bill on integrated transport which in¬ 
dudes congestion charging (although 
measures to pilot road charges will beln 
the London Bill). 

□ Measures for more regulation of the 
railways (though John Prescott has been 
given the consolation print of a draft Bill 
with promises of new laws in 2000). 

□ Curbs on parry funding for elections 
and referendums after recommendations 
in the report by Lord Neill of Bladen. 
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Italy faces 
trade war 
as Turks 
demand 
‘terrorist’ 

From Richard Owen in home 


A TURKISH boycott of Italian 
goods began to bite yesterday 
as Italian industrialists said 
they feared that the worsening 
row between Rome and Anka¬ 
ra over a detained Kurdish 
leader would “badly damage" 
lucrative trade. ° 

Turkey stepped up its pres¬ 
sure on Italy to extradite 
Abdullah Ocalan. 49. who was 
arrested at Rome airport six 
days ago. and the Italian press 
predicted an imminent “diplo¬ 
matic rupture" between rwo 
key members of Nato’s Medi¬ 
terranean flank. “Rome and 
Ankara on the brink.” said a 
headline in La Stanipa. 

Turkish importers yester¬ 
day announced a boycott of 
Italian'shoes, machinery and 
jewellery. and protesters de¬ 
stroyed fruit and foodstuffs im¬ 
ported from Italy. 

Italy is the second-biggest ex¬ 
porter of goods to Turkey, 
with exports so far this year 
worth £1.5bi|fiorL Some of Ita¬ 
ly's best known companies 
have invested heavily in trade 
with Turkey, including Benet¬ 
ton, Pirelli and the food con¬ 
glomerate Barilla. “The Turks 
are cancelling contracts right 
and left," said an Italian busi¬ 
nessman at a Milan trade fair. 

Travel agents said that Turk¬ 
ish tour operators had can¬ 
celled all bookings to Italy and 
withdrawn advertising. 

Italian sports fans — nearly 
every Italian — also fear that 
next Wednesday's European 
Champions League match be¬ 
tween Juventus and 
Galatasaray in Istanbul will 
turn into a violent anti-Italian 
demonstration, and may have 
to be cancelled. 

The scale of Turkish fury 
over the arrest of Mr Ocalan. 
founder of the Marxist PKK 
(Kurdish Workers' Party), 
seems to have taken Italians 
by surprise. For Turkey, Mr 
Ocalan is a criminal responsi¬ 
ble for 30,000 deaths since 
1984caused by the Kurdish up¬ 
rising in southeastern Turkey. 

But many Italians are sym¬ 
pathetic to Kurdish independ¬ 
ence, and Catholic charities 
have offered shelter to hun¬ 
dreds of Kurdish refugees who 
have arrived on Italy's south¬ 
ern coasts illegally. “Ankara’s 
anger is misplaced," said Cor- 


riere della Sera , pointing out 
that constitutionally, Italy 
could not extradite anyone to a 
country where the death penal¬ 
ty still applied. “It is also iron¬ 
ic, since Italy has done more 
than any other European coun¬ 
try to advance Turkey’s ambi¬ 
tion to become a member of 
the European Union.” 

La Siampa said it was “per- 
pelexing" to see the Italian tri¬ 
colour being burned by “de¬ 
mon-tike" Turks. Massimo 
D’Alema, the normally mild- 
mannered Italian Prime Min¬ 
ister, reacted with unusual ve¬ 
hemence to Turkish sugges¬ 
tions that by failing to hand 
over Mr Ocalan, Italy risked 
being seen as an “accomplice 
to terrorism". 

Signor D'Alema said that It¬ 
aly would follow "the proper le¬ 
gal procedures", and it was 
not in the habit of “bowing to 
intimidation". 

The Italian leader also re¬ 
ferred to Zulkuf Yilmaz. a 
30-year-old Kurd who set fire 
rohimself in a Rome street this 
week in protest against Anka¬ 
ra's attempts to have Mr Oca¬ 
lan extradited. Mr Yilmaz. one 
of thousands of Kurds who 
have converged on Rome to 
lobby the Italian Government 
to gram their revered leader 
asylum, is in hospital with 
bums to 40 per cent of his 
body. Signor D’Alema said 
that “when a human being 
sets fire to himself to assert his 
ideas and defend his rights, 
you have to listen carefully to 
what he is saying". 

However. Signor D'Alema 
also emphasised that Italy was 
“a friend and ally" of Turkey. 
He said the Ocalan affair was 
"not simply an Italian-Turkish 
problem", but had highlighted 
an issue — Kurdish independ¬ 
ence — that had to be resolved 
by Europe. 

“We expect total and active 
solidarity from the rest of Eu¬ 
rope on this," the Italian lead¬ 
er said. But his offer to talk to 
Turkish leaders in the mar¬ 
gins of the Juventus-Galata- 
saray match was rejected by 
Mesut Yilmaz. the Turkish 
Prime Minister. He said Si¬ 
gnor D’Alema would have to 
"come and see me in Ankara”. 


Leading article. page 25 


Honduras 

Emergency Appeal 


International Care & Relief (ICR) has received an 
urgent request from the Honduran Ambassador 
for emergency relief supplies in the aftermath 
of the terrible disaster that has swept over 
Central America. 


Hurricane Mitch hit Honduras last week leaving 
5,273 dead and 11,083 missing. Over 2 million 
people have lost their homes. Entire communities 
have been wiped out and bridges- have been 
destroyed. 70% of staple crops have gone. 


Diseases such as cholera, typhoid, malaria 
and dengue fever are in danger of becoming 
endemic as a result of stagnant water where 
bodies still remain. 


Emergency Appeal Fund needs your 
ns as quickly as possible so that we can 
ajief organisations on the ground to meet 
1 niinht of so many desperate 


people. 


pfease give as much as you can 


Name___—— 
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Conditions are grim in medical facilities in the Russian prison system, such as in 
this jail in the North Caucasus. Tuberculosis and HIV infection are common 


Russian psychiatrist 
dreams of Broadmoor 


THERE is a woman in Oryol 
who dreams of Broadmoor. 
Sbe speaks lovingly of the 
green lawns stretching out to¬ 
wards the security fences, the 
tall trees in the surrounding 
area and the main hospital 
building itself. “Just like a 
castle," she says with a sigh. 
“I think of it often. I had a lit¬ 
tle room at die top overlook¬ 
ing the gardens." 

Tatyana Kotov is director 
of Oryol High Security Psy¬ 
chiatric Hospital in central 
Russia, an institution hous¬ 
ing 800 patients, one of 
whom is a woman, = all of 
whom have committed mur¬ 
ders. 95 per cent of whom 
committed their crime under 
the influence of alcohol and a 
third of whom are suffering 
from tuberculosis. 

Walking in the bleak hospi¬ 
tal grounds and comparing 
the place with the relative lux¬ 
ury of Broadmoor, which she 
visited last year, one can sym¬ 
pathise with Mrs Kotov. 
Overwhelmingly depressing, 
the hospital consists of a few 
squat, hastily erected Soviet 
bull dings, a farm where par 
dents breed coypu — rodents 
— for meat, a lot of iron bars 


Hope is in short 
supply for 
inmates, writes 

Anna Blundy 

and a few concrete paths 
across bare earth that is ei¬ 
ther muddy or frozen, do- 
pending on the time of year. 

The people who come here, 
and they indude serial kill¬ 
ers, spend an average of two 
and a half years overcoming 
their psychological illnesses 
with the help of drugs and 
psychotherapy (although 
both are in short supply). 
Broadmoor, says Kotov, has 
a turnover of about 60 pa¬ 
tients a year out of500, where¬ 
as Oryol is forced to release 
up to 400 a year. 

“Broadmoor has 25 people 
in a ward, where we have 
90." she adds. "They have 550 
medical staff to 500 patients. 
Their security guards have 
medical training. We have 
nearly double the number of 
patients and half the number 
of staff. 250. of whom 100 are 


security guards provided by 
the Interior Ministry." Pa¬ 
tients spend most of the day 
in small, bare cells housing 
up to eight people. 

The tuberculosis epidemic, 
says Mrs Kotov, is a night¬ 
mare. “We started with one 
TB ward, then two, three and 
finally four out of 11." she 
says. Ar the moment there are 
more than 90.000 prisoners 
throughout Russia suffering 
from TB, many of whom 
caught the disease in prison. 

Patients used to help at lo¬ 
cal factories but these all 
closed after the economic cri¬ 
sis began to bite in August 
and now, for the most part 
they seem lethargic and 
bored. “They are almost all 
uneducated, from miserable 
backgrounds with nothing to 
look forward to in life! That 
is why they used to drink." 

Mrs Kotov laughs at the 
suggestion that there might 
be enough money for all the 
anti-psychotic drugs she 
needs. “We dont feed them 
as we would like and we 
don't have the medicines, the 
addiction experts or the psy¬ 
chotherapists we need. This 
is not Broadmoor." 
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Family PC Package 


with nothing 
to pay for 

12 months 


Over 110 Time 
stores mean 
you can try 
before you buy! 


Just Imagine - a powerful 
Family PC that’s so well 

specified and future-proof that it will last you many 
years. In technical terms it has four times the RAM 
memory, twice the hard disk storage and 
up to 8 times the cache of other leading PCs. 

A PC so advanced you can command it by simply- 
talking to it, is ideal for education, Internet, e-mail, , 
business use and for games with it’s superb TV-out 
display. 

Add to this a superb colour inkjet printer and leading 
Scanner and you have our best ever Family PC Package, 
with all 8 items at a sensational £998 +VAT. 




12 months Interest free Cvedii wifli . 
nothing to pay until November 199$ not even 
a deposit! ■ , A " T 

How can we do this! Well, at Time we design and build 
our PCs, incorporating the latest technology and we sell 
them direct to you via our own showrooms, thus cutting 
out the middleman and saving you hundreds of pounds! 


1) 333M-II Multimedia PC System 
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FREE Scanner 
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Advanced scanner 
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IBM Speech Pack 
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Tafk to your PC 
Headset microphone 
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Educational Software Pack 
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GGSE Packs End morel (RRP over £500) 


Modem, Internet Pack 
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Crusoe 
treasure 
hunt on 
rocks 


TREASURE hunters were 
yesterday forced to give up 
a search on Robinson Cru¬ 
soe Island, 400 miles from 
Chile, after they hit solid 
rock at a site whor; they be¬ 
lieved they would find a 
hoard of gold and diar 
moods (Gabriella Gamini 
writes). 

A team led by Bernard 
Keisser. a Californian sci¬ 
entist and bounty hunter, 
had been digging for five 
days. They had hoped to 
find treasure worth more 
than £7billkm. 

Mr Keisser said he 
would resume the bunt af¬ 
ter more research. But Chil¬ 
ean officials said further 
permission to dig on the 
nature reserve in the Juan 
FeroAndez archipelago 
might not be given. 

The scientists bad fol¬ 
lowed satellite images be¬ 
lieved to pinpoint the treas¬ 
ure. thought to have been 
buried in 1718 by the crew 
of the English ship Uni¬ 
corn. Mr Keisser said the 
gold was most likely being 
transported from Mexico 
to Spain, when it was tak¬ 
en by British pirates. 

His research had indicat¬ 
ed that the gold was buried 
near the Robinson Crusoe 
cave, where the Scottish 
castaway Alexander Sel¬ 
kirk — widely believed to 
have been Daniel Defoe’s 
model for his book—sup¬ 
posedly lived in 170409. 


Clinton grilled 
about affair by 

Tokyo woman 


PRESIDENT Clinton, who 
might have drought he had left 
the Lewinsky scandal at home,, 
was embarrassed to be con¬ 
fronted over the affair by a Jap¬ 
anese housewife last night. 

Fielding questions at an 


in Tokyo, Mr Clinton was chal¬ 
lenged by an Osaka mother of 
two through an ihteipreter. 

“How did you apologise to 
Mrs Clinton and Chelsea?’ 
she asked. ‘Td never be able to 
forgive my husband for doing 
that. But did they really for¬ 
give you, Mr President?’ 

Looking uncomfortable, Mr 
Clinton said: “Well. I did in a 
direct and straightforward 
manner and I believe they did. 
yes.” After a burst of self-con¬ 
scious laughter from his audi¬ 
ence. he added: “But that's real¬ 
ly a question you could ask 
them better than me.” 

The presenter handling the 
questions for a television audi- 
enoe then hurriedly shifted the 
discussion to safer topics. 

Mr Clinton, who is in Tokyo 
to urge Japan to take swifter 
action to revive its economy, 
appealed directly to the public 
to bail their country out of its 
worst economic slump since 
the war by spending and con¬ 
suming more. He touched on 
the threat to the global econo¬ 
my posed by Japan, where the 
pessimism of consumers and 
their reluctance to spend have 


Even in Japan 
the President 
cannot escape 
his past, Robert 
Whymant writes 


stunted growth in the world's 
second biggest economy. 

“I think lhai anything that 
can be doae to boost confi¬ 
dence in consumers and to 
boost consumption is a good 
thing.” he told the meeting. 

But Mr Clinton said that Ja¬ 
pan was “essentially moving 
in the right direction” by re¬ 
forming its sickly banking sec¬ 
tor and stimulating domestic 
demand. 

The President is to meet Ka¬ 
ro Obuchi, the Prime Minis¬ 
ter, today. With Japanese im¬ 
ports foiling, and the Ameri¬ 
can trade deficit swelling. 
Washington is deeply frustrat¬ 
ed by Tokyo’s failure to pro¬ 
mote domestic demand and 
open its markets. 

Mr Obuchi may find it easi¬ 
er to push through economic 
legislation needed to cope with 
the recession after a surprise 
political realignment yester¬ 
day. The ruling Liberal Demo¬ 
cratic Party announced it was 
forming an alliance with the 


opposition liberal Party, a 
move that puts the ruling par¬ 
ly within reach of a majority in 
die Upper House. 

Mr Obuchi said he would as¬ 
sure Mr Clinton of “Japan’s 
firm resolve to return the econ¬ 
omy to positive growth” and 
explain how a new $196 billion 
(£122 billion) stimulus package 
would help to puli Japan out of 
its recession. 

Also cxi the agenda is the ex- 
pans ion erf the militar y alli¬ 
ance between the two coun¬ 
tries that has formed the back¬ 
bone of die JapaivUS relation¬ 
ship since the aid of the Sec¬ 
ond World War. Mr Clinton is 
expected to uige Mr Obuchi to 
speed up legislation to allow 
Japan to shoulder a bigger se¬ 
curity burden in Asia. Presi¬ 
dent Clinton has said he wants 
today's meeting to also focus 
on ways to reduce the threat 
posed by North Korea. 

Experts say the real impor¬ 
tance of die visit, which will 
last just 28 hours, is that it is a 
symbolic gesture to salve Ja¬ 
pan^ injured pride. Tokyo felt 
slighted when Mr Clinton 
went to China in the summer 
without making a stopover in 
Japan. The sense of hurt at be¬ 
ing bypassed was so acute it 
spawned a new Japanese-Eng- 
tish expression in die local me¬ 
dia, “Japan-passing", to signi¬ 
fy that the US now sets more 
store by ties with China. 
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A Mayan woman wraps a traditional shawl around Hillar y Clinton in Antigua, 
Guatemala, during the First Lady’s Central America tour. She praised the country's 
return to peace after civQ war and announced more aid for victims of Hurricane Mitch 
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COLOMBIAN authorities are 
investigating the killing of 25 
children whose skeletal re¬ 
mains were found in an over¬ 
grown ravine and at a nearby 
abandoned building site in the 
western rity of Pereira. The 
children had apparently been 
tortured before their deaths. 

Brfice found the bodies of 13 
of the children, aged between 
eight and 16. in an overgrown 
ditch beside a river on Tues¬ 
day. They had begun a search 
after electricians, who had 
been working nearby, report¬ 
ed a strong smell of decomposi¬ 
tion and what they believed 
were animal bones. 

Bottles of rum had been left 
near the remains, police said, 
and two “small, tortured bod¬ 
ies" were found tied to trees. 
‘It was difficult to count the 
bodies at first because some of 
the skeletons were incom¬ 
plete." said Elena Osorio, a 
state prosecutor in Pereira, 100 
miles west of Bogota. “But fo¬ 
rensic examinations in the end 


Dismissal 
secures 
fortune 
for mogul 

From Giles Whittell 

IN WASHINGTON 


A TOP film executive is to re¬ 
ceive an estimated $30 million 
(£18.75 million) in compensa¬ 
tion for being fired, confirm¬ 
ing a trend towards failure as 
the quickest route to wealth in 
Hollywood. 

Frank Biondi Jr, 53. already 
has $15 million from a previ¬ 
ous sacking to add to the 
eight-figure payout he negoti¬ 
ated before being removed on 
Monday as chairman of Uni¬ 
versal Studios. He joins a 
group of multimillionaires 
whose fortunes came from 
professional humiliation. 

Last year. Mike Ovitz left 
die Walt Disney Company 
with stock options worth 
$130 million after a disas¬ 
trous 14-month tenure there as 
president This year, Jeffrey 
Katzenberg ended a court bat¬ 
tle over his departure from the 
same studio in a settlement 
worth more than $100 million. 
Three years ago the head of 
the Time Warner group's mu¬ 
sic division. Doug Morris, 
was fired with $32 million. 

“We*d like management to 
explain how this benefits us," 
a spokesman for a big institu¬ 
tional shareholder in Sea¬ 
gram. Universal's parent com¬ 
pany, asked yesterday of the 
Biondi settlement 

One high-priced Holly¬ 
wood lawyer argued that like 
film stars, top showbusiness 
executives are rare, sought-af¬ 
ter and adept at negotiating 
“exit plans”. But there is no 
simple explanation for such 
payouts except greed, and no 
parallel in other industries. 
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““ Peron 
invited 
Nazis to 
live in 
Argentina 

By Gabriella Gamini 

NEW evidence has emerged to 
show that Argentina’s late 
former President General 
Juan Perrin, encouraged a poli¬ 
cy of inviting Nazi war crimi¬ 
nals to lake refuge in his coun¬ 
try after the Second World 
War. 

A team of historians, scien¬ 
tists, Jewish leaders and offi¬ 
cials who comprise a govern¬ 
ment-sponsored commission, 
investigating Argentina's role 
as a Nazi shelter, has found 
papers that show Perrin dis¬ 
cussed Nazi immigration in 
meetings at his palace. 

The team was created near¬ 
ly two years ago in response to 
accusations that some of the 
gold that was looted by Nazis 
from victims of die Ho locaus t 
might have been transferred 
to Argentina. 

Ignacio Klich, a prominent 
leader of the 300.000-strong 
Jewish community in Argent¬ 
ina and head of the commis¬ 
sion, said that they had seen 
notes made by Perrin’S 
adviser. Pierre Daye. They 
show that senior officials met 
at the Casa Rosada palace to 
discuss opening “Argentina’s 
doors to fleeing Nazi officers”. 

The commission says docu¬ 
ments show that Perrin signed 
the approval to create an offi¬ 
cial network to help to bring 
id Hillar y Clinton in Antigua, European immigrants, indud- 

tour. She praised the country's ing war criminals, to Argenti- 
3 for victims of Hurricane Mitch na. It says that at least 150 

Nazi “Holocaust” propagators 
-arrived or passed through the 

of tortured 

UA iWA provide a list of names of those 

who entered the country. Al- 
I -g -g -wa OAtfArOn though it is widely known that 
L UllvU V d. vll notorious Nazis such as Josef 

Mengele and Adolf Eichmann 
south America correspondent lived in Argentina for many 

years, investigators are keen 
are managed to put together the to uncover a foil list, 
f 25 skullstodeterminethatl3chil- Senor Klich said the docu- 
re- dren were dumped in the ra- ments show that “Perrin and 
ver- vine. There are signs of torture the participants at meetings 
rby and most of the bodies were were aware of the background 
the dismembered." Senora Osorio of these characters”. Perrin is 
The said. said to have sent officials to Eu- 

een In a previous incident. Perei- rope to “pick out” Nazis who 
s. ra police last week found the could bring scientific and tech- 
if 13 skeletons of 12 children hidden meal skills to Argentina. 


Bodies of tortured 
children uncovered 

By Gabriella Gamini. south America correspondent 


managed to put together the 
skulls to determine that 13 chil¬ 
dren were dumped in the ra¬ 
vine. There are signs of torture 
and most of the bodies were 
dismembered." Senora Osorio 
said. 

In a previous incident. Perei¬ 
ra police last week found the 
skeletons of 12 children hidden 
in vegetation at an abandoned 
building site after an eight- 
year-old boy found a skull and 
took it home. 

While prosecutors at first be¬ 
lieved that the killings were 
the work of satanic cults, 
which are known to operate in 
the city, other evidence seems 
to indicate that this was yet an¬ 
other incident of “social cleans¬ 
ing” by the paramilitary death 
squads which terrorise much 
of Colombia. 

“We think that these were 
street children and suspected 
juvenile delinquents who were 
killed by an extermination 
group,” said Luis Alberto Du- 
que. the city's mayor. 


T«i . > ' c j 



Perrin: sought Germans 
with scientific skills 



French law tackles 
sport drug taking 

% 

Paris: 'Hie National Assembly passed a Bill giving France 
one of the world's strictest anti-doping laws in the wake of 
this year's Tour de France cycle race, which was thrown into 
chaos by drugs scandals (Susan Bell writes). Under the strin¬ 
gent new measure, the Ministry of Sport is to be given the 
right to raid premises and to order athletes to undergo drug 
tests. Anyone who is found guilty of supplying athletes with 
drugs will face up to seven years in prison and a fine of Frl 
million (£105.000). 

$lbn global lottery 

Geneva: Two thousand people will become millionaires on 
the first day of the next century in an international lottery to 
help the world’s poor. The international Millennium Fund 
was set up in association with the International Federation of 
the Red Cross charity and the Red Crescent, its Islamic sister 
organisation. The organisers hope to raise $ l billionn or more 
from the lottery, which will be televised worldwide. (AFP) 

US militants convicted 

Billings: A federal jury found members of Montana's Free¬ 
men guilty of robbery and fraud, ending a saga which threw 
a spotlight on a new breed of militant anti-government group 
mthe American heartland. Sentencing was set for March. 
The prosecution said conviction was just punishment for the 
FYeemen. who in 1996 sweated through an 81-day armed con¬ 
frontation with the FBI outside a fortified ranch. (Reuiers) 

Ice traps aid ships 

Moscow. A Russian oil tanker and an atomic-powered ice¬ 
breaker. sent to relieve 4.500 residents who are without heat 
m freezing temperatures on the Chukotsky peninsula in Arc- 
tic Russia, have become stud; in ice 40 miles away. Tass re- 

5?. 1B£s/y S< PF ’ me powerful ice-breaker in 

the world, has been unable to cut a paththrough the ic e.(AFP) 

Film cuts out Thais 

Kl&sats 3 

from plans to shoot a new version of Anna and the King star- 

Anni^ F ^ te t^ h00 5 n8 for *** remake of the classic films 

mXZrutr of Siam 31111 7716 kin s and / will be 

moved to neighbouring Malaysia. (AP) 
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Starr testimony 
upstaged by a 
sleepy sideshow 

Eyelids d roop as independent prosecutor makes his 
stand, writes Damian Whitworth in Washington 


POOR Kenneth Starr was oh- 
jraous 10 what was happening 
behind him. At Iasi the indl 
pendent prosecutor had the 
chance to respond to the heap 
ot criticism and abuse that has 
been poured on his head. 

Seven television networks 
were transmitting every word 
he had to say about his investi¬ 
gation live and uninterrupted 
across the nation. But behind 
his left shoulder, those who 
■were lucky enough to have a 
ringside seat at the historic 
event were not even listening. 
They were asleep, 
first the eyelids of a large 
man in the row immediately 
behind the witness table start¬ 
ed to droop, flutter briefly, 
then dose. 

His head nodded: he sud¬ 
denly awoke — and then he 
succumbed once more. 

Then the Asian man behind 
him went the same way. As he 
slumped to one side, a 
hunched, grey-haired man in 
the third row was also re¬ 
vealed: he was snoozing happi¬ 
ly. like a tramp who had come 
in from the cold to watch the 
sentencing of traffic offenders 
at a municipal court. 

For a man who has been vili¬ 
fied, and who is viewed nega¬ 
tively by almost two thirds of 
the American people, this was 
supposed to be the moment to 
put his case and, some Repub¬ 
licans hoped, get the impeach¬ 
ment process back on track. 

The image could not have 
been worse — and one can 
only guess what effect it had 
on those slumped in their arm¬ 
chairs at home watching the 
proceedings. 

Mr Stanr. unaware, carried 
on reading his opening state- 



c The President 
could choose 
truth or he 
could choose 
deception ? 


ment in clear, almost hypnotic 
(ones. When John Conyers, 
the ranking Democrat on the 
committee, had tom into him 
in his opening remarks. Mr 
Starr had stared on unblink¬ 
ing. his head tilted upwards 
with an air of defiance. When 
he began his address to the 
House Judiciary Committee 
and the nation, he was totally 
confident. 

Occasionally he would ges¬ 
ticulate. gently but firmly, 
with one hand to emphasise a 
point. 

Mr Starr said thai Mr Clin¬ 
ton had half a dozen opportuni¬ 


ties to tell the truth about the 
Monica Lewinsky affair in the 
past eleven months. 

“The President had to take a 
decision. He could choose 
truth, or he could choose decep¬ 
tion. On all six occasions he 
chose deception.” 

Referring to President Clin¬ 
ton's deposition in the Paula 
Jones case, in which he said he 
had not had sexual relations 
with Ms Lewinsky. Mr Starr 
said: “No one is entitled to lie 
under oath simply because he 
or she does not like the ques¬ 
tions, or because he believes 
tine case is frivolous or finan¬ 
cially motivated or politically 
motivated." 

The independent prosecutor 
said that throughout his inves¬ 
tigations. which began fry in¬ 
quiring into the failed White- 
water land deal, the White 
House had placed "road 
blocks and hurdles” in his 
path. Mr Starr, who has been 
painted as overzealous and po¬ 
litically motivated by Demo¬ 
crats. said he had expected crit¬ 
icism and that in high-profile 
cases such as this, would be 
damned whatever he did. 
“You must just do what you 
think is right.” 

It emerged yesterday that 
the committee is to widen its in¬ 
quiry beyond the Lewinsky af¬ 
fair by calling other witnesses. 
Originally Henry Hyde, the 
chairman, said he would just 
hear Mr Starr. 

Now he wants to cross-exam¬ 
ine President Clinton's lawyer, 
Bob Bennen, and the presiden¬ 
tial confidant, Bruce Lindsay, 
and wants a key document 
from the Justice Department 
laying out allegations about 
Democratic fundraising. 


Manhattan asks architect to 
repeat Bilbao masterpiece 


By James Bone 

THE Solomon R. Guggenhe¬ 
im Museum, based in Frank' 
Lloyd Wright's famous spiral 
building on Fifth Avenue, has 
quiedy asked Frank Gehry to 
draw r up plans for a new archi¬ 
tectural wonder to be built on 
a spectacular site on the Man¬ 
hattan waterfront. 

The Los Angeles architect, 
who designed the Guggenhe¬ 
im’s acclaimed titanium-dad 
branch in Bilbao, has begun 
producing preliminary draw¬ 
ings for what would be New 
York's first purpose-built mu¬ 


seum since Marcel Breuer's 
Whitney in 1966. 

The projected site is 15 acres 
on Pier 40, a former dock on 
the Hudson River that lies an 
equal distance from the down¬ 
town gallery district of SoHo 
and the burgeoning art world 
of Chelsea. Since taking over 
as director in 1987. Thomas 
Krens has expanded the muse¬ 
um in an effort to show its en¬ 
tire collection, addins branch¬ 
es in Berlin and SoHo as well 
as Bilbao. Further additions 
are under consideration in Par¬ 
is. Salzburg and Venice. 

Mr Gehry's stylishly curv¬ 


ing building in Bilbao, which 
cok Si00 million (£625 mil¬ 
lion). has attracted more that 
1.4 million visitors since open¬ 
ing last year and been hailed 
as one of this century's most 
important works of architec¬ 
ture. The architect was first in¬ 
troduced ro Mr Knens by Peter 
Lewis, the head of an Ohio- 
based insurance company 
who commissioned him to de¬ 
sign a S30 million house. 

Currently the chairman of 
the Guggenheim Foundation. 
Mr Lewis is reported to have 
promised substantial funding 
for the new project. 
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A passer-by makes a dose anatomical inspection of the bronze elephant sculpture unveiled in the gardens of die United Nations in New York 

Red-faced UN tries to cover up unruly member 


From James Bone 

IN NEW YORK 

FRESH from its standoff with Iraq, 
the United Nations now finds itself 
confronted by another troublesome 
member. The latest international crisis 
revolves around a four-tonne bronze 
sculpture of an elephant — donated by 
Kenya, Namibia and Nepal for the 
gardens at UN headquarters — that 
boasts an enormous penis. 

Almost 3ft in length, the organ near¬ 


ly touches the ground between the ele¬ 
phant’s legs. Officials were so shocked 
when they examined the gift before an 
unveiling ceremony on Wednesday 
that an aide to Kofi Annan, the Secre- 
tary-GeneraL recommended that the 
beast be castrated. “It will frighten the 
children.” he exclaimed. 

The beast was cast by a Bulgarian- 
born sculptor, Mihail Simeovov, on a 
trip to Kenya 18 years ago. Aided by 50 
assistants, he tranquflllsed an elderly 
bull and spent two hours applying cast¬ 


ing material before releasing it- While 
it was sedated, however, its penis ex- 
tended-TJsually the genitalia are with¬ 
drawn and it is hard to tell a male 
from a female.” a UN source said. 

Hans Janitschek. chairman of the 
group that raised money for the 
project said: “I received a call from the 
Ambassador from Nepal, who said. 
The penis is enormous. There has to 
be a surgical operation*." 

The elephant won a reprieve, howev¬ 
er. from Mr Annan himself. At the 


opening ceremony, the sculpture was 
tastefully surrounded by newly plant¬ 
ed shrubs that hid its penis from the 
tourists visiting UN headquarters. 

The UN is considering planting tall 
“elephant grass" as a permanent solu¬ 
tion. “The sheer size of this creature 
humbles us,” Mr Annan declared mis¬ 
chievously as he unveiled the gift. 
When asked if he would order sur¬ 
gery. the UN chief replied: “That’s na¬ 
ture's way. I’m not going to tamper 
with nature.” 
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Meet the world’s 


best loved welder 


SADDAM HUSSEIN is a 
man of many talents: a loving 
family man, concerned social 
worker, welder. Kurdish cheL 
general, pilot, architect and 
blokeish buddy of the masses. 

We know this because the 
polyglot Iraqi autocrat has an 
army of portrait painters who 
capture every pose imagina¬ 
ble, and some that are beyond 
comprehension. 

According to artists based at 
the Saddam Arts Centre, a 
brown concrete eyesore in the 
centre of Baghdad, “between 
50 and 60" painters work full¬ 
time on capturing his exploits 
on canvas. And mat does not 
include the ceramic workers 
who have immortalised Sad¬ 
dam in 6ft-high shining mono¬ 
liths on almost every street cor¬ 
ner. “But there are only about 
five of us who have done more 
than 50 portraits. I've done 
more than 100." said Muham¬ 
mad Ali Karim, who trained 
at the capital's academy of fine 
arts. 

His 9ft by 6ft canvases of the 
President are usually ordered 
wholesale by ministries anx¬ 
ious to ingratiate themselves 
with he-who-must-be-obeyed- 
They sell for between £100 and 
£ 200 . 

Saddam has been seen only 
a few times in die flesh over 
the past two years. He prefers 
to maintain his hold over 20 
million people with a personal¬ 
ity cult that is designed to give 
the chilling impression Ik is ca¬ 
pable of everything, or any¬ 
thing. Mr Karim's work 


Iraq is dominated by a personality 
cult that betrays a huge and 
frightening ego, Sam Kiley writes 



Young followers visit Baghdad’s Saddam Museum 


shows his master in a benign 
state, laughing heartily from 
beneath a Beau head-dress; 
poring over building plans 
and bouncing a small child on 
his knee, his Havana cigar 
plume mysteriously inoffen¬ 
sive to the smiling toddler. 

Other painters capture a lit¬ 
tle more of the reality of the 
man. One portrait shows him 
taking notes from Arab wom¬ 
en crouched at his feet Tricked 
into die back of his trousers is 
a pistol, perhaps a reminder of 
die urban legend that he once 
lost his temper with a minister 


during a Cabinet meeting, and 
shot him dead. 

Mr Karim said of the pic¬ 
tures; “Everybody wants one. 
-Unions, factories, companies, 
workshops, private individu¬ 
als — they like to donate them 
to a neighbourhood and hang 
them over the street" 

Other works show Saddam 
taking time off from a busy 
schedule of country-running 
and cat-and-mouse charades 
with United Nations arms in¬ 
spectors looking for his al¬ 
leged stockpiles of weapons of 
mass destruction. He throws 


together a .fry-up with soup in 
what looks like the kitchen of a 
caravan. 

Welding is a favourite hob¬ 
by. Every night the television 
shows an incoherent collage of 
his many talents, hotly broken 
up with welder stunts. 

If a man's danger to the 
world were revealed by the 
size of his ego, Saddam, what¬ 
ever military danger be might 
pose, must rank as having one 
of the most worrying personali¬ 
ty disorders in the solar sys¬ 
tem. Not satisfied with por¬ 
traits, murals and tiled effi¬ 
gies. he has scattered Bagh¬ 
dad with vast bronze statues of 
himself. 

Marry show him in his trade¬ 
mark salute, hand held above 
tire shoulder, palm flat — a 
pose, diplomats say. he is capa¬ 
ble of holding for so long dur¬ 
ing military parades that they 
have begun to suspect that it is 
a prosthesis. 

Since the 1991 Gulf War, 
Saddam has also built scores 
of palaces all over the country, 
including several in Baghdad, 
visible from the River Tigris. 

But perhaps the most reveal¬ 
ing image of Saddam hangs in 
the Iraqi Embassy in Amman, 
the Jordanian capital He 
stands, propped up by a angle 
ski stick, his other hand lean¬ 
ing proudly against a tree as if 
he had just shot a wild boar. 
He wears mid-calf leather 
boots, a long fur collared coat, 
a Russian hat — and he bears 
an unmistakable likeness to 
Stalin. 



A soldier of the US Army spe¬ 
cial forces wmfcps a parachute 
jump from a BladdLawk heli¬ 
copter man exercise over the 
Kuwaiti desert yesterday. 
About 90 soldiers were in¬ 
volved in die exercise, which 
US spokesmen said was 

aimed at maintaining their 
combat skills but had nothing 
to do with the latest tension 
between Iraq and the UN. 

The jumps, conducted in 
the desert near Ali al-Salem 
Air Base, went without a 
hitch, according to Major 
John Bnllioit. the company 
commander. (AP) 
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Smoking leaders’ legacy 
catches up with Chinese 


From James Pringle in beuing 


MAO smoked Great Wall ci¬ 
gars. and Deng Xiaoping lit 
up continually as he played 
cards. Now China is experienc¬ 
ing a catastrophic epidemic of 
smoking-related diseases. 

Two surveys involving 1.25 
million people in the world' 
sleading tobacco-produdng 
country show that up to 2,000 
Chinese a day are now dying 
of smoking-related diseases. 
By 2050. if present trends con¬ 
tinue, that could rise to about 
three million a year. 

The two studies are the re¬ 
sult of a long-term internation¬ 
al collaboration between Ox¬ 
ford University, the Chinese 
Academy of Preventative Med¬ 
icine in Beijing and Cornell 
University in the United 
States. 

Two thirds of Chinese men 
start smoking by the age of 25. 
and three quarters of all Chi¬ 
nese men are smokers in a to¬ 
tal population of 12 billion. Av¬ 
erage per capita consumption 


rose from one cigarette a day 
in 1952 to ten in 1992. but ap¬ 
pears to have stabilised. 

In the West, smoking causes 
many heart-related deaths, 
but in China most such deaths 
are caused by respiratory dis¬ 
eases. the surveys indicate. 

In London, Dr Alan Lopez 
of the World Health Organisa¬ 
tion told a news conference: 
“In the West, cigarettes cause 
lots of heart attack deaths, 
while in China smoking caus¬ 
es unexpectedly large num¬ 
bers of deaths from turberculo- 
sis. emphysema and stomach 
and liver cancer. 

“Worldwide, the only really 
big causes of premature death 
that are growing rapidly are 
HIV and tobacco." 

HIV is also a growing threat 
in China with about 300,000 
confirmed cases. 

Few Chinese women smoke 
and the number is falling even 
as smoking in men increases, 
according to the reports. How¬ 


ever. trendy young women in 
Beijing like to be seen with cig¬ 
arettes, apparently as a fash¬ 
ion accessory. Surveys show 
that two thirds of Chinese peo¬ 
ple think smoking does little 
or no harm. 

Dr Zhengming Chen of Ox¬ 
ford University said the in¬ 
crease in tobacco consumption 
did not appear to be a result of 
promotion by cigarette compa¬ 
nies. since smoking had been 
rising since the 1970s — before 
China allowed advertising. 

The Government is taking 
some action. Fewer Chinese 
leaders are photographed 
smoking, most internal flights 
are smoking-free and tobacco 
advertising is banned in sever¬ 
al cities. Airports have fuggy 
rooms set aside for smokers. 

But taxes from tobacco re¬ 
main an important source of 
government income. And Mao 
and Deng, after all. confirmed 
that even smokers may live to 
a ripe old age. 
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Israelis finally 
agree to West 
Bank pullout 

From Christopher Walker in Jerusalem 


THE final obstacle to the first 
Israeli troop withdrawal from 
the West Bank in nearly two 
years was removed yesterday 
when the Cabinet voted by a 
narrow majority to approve 
the first stage of the new peace 
pact with the Palestinians. 

After repeated delays 
caused by Islamic terrorist at¬ 
tacks and disputes over Pales¬ 
tinian plans for counter-terror¬ 
ism, Israeli officials said that 
troops were to start handing 
over land to Palestinian con¬ 
trol around the self-rule town 
of Jenin later today. 

' The first part of the three- 
stage pullback — totalling 13 
per cent of the territory con¬ 
quered in 1967 — will involve 2 
per cent, or 44 square miles of 
Ihe West Bank being trans¬ 
ferred from sole Israeli control 
to joint jurisdiction with the 
Palestinians. A further 7.1 per 
cent or 160 square miles of the 


Habibie 
warns of 
descent 
to chaos 

From David Watts 

IN JAKARTA 

PRESIDENT Habibie of 
Indonesia said yesterday 
that democracy activists 
were bringing the country 
to the brink of destruction. 

Mr Habibie spoke as 
demonstrations continued 
in the capital, including 
one by nuns, students and 
housewives. A second at¬ 
tempted to march on the 
home of the former Presi¬ 
dent Suharto, demanding 
his arrest 

As they marched to¬ 
wards his house, protected 
by special forces and ma¬ 
rines. they carried a ban¬ 
ner reading: “We are not 
afraid of your weapons. 
Our weapon is truth.” 

Mr Habibie's statement 
demonstrates that a dead 
end has been readied be¬ 
tween the three centres of 
power — the students, the 
extra-parliamentary p*. iti- 
cians and the Government 
backed by the army. 

The student movement 
and Amien Rais, the Mus¬ 
lim leader, appear to have 
dedded to focus for now 
on the issue of the Suharto 
family's wealth. 


rugged terrain will be moved 
from joint jurisdiction to sole 
Palestinian control. 

The bitter divisions which 
the Wye Plantation agreement 
of October 23 have opened 
within Israel’s ruling right- 
wing coalition were illustrated 
by the historic vote which saw 
seven ministers in favour, five 
against and three abstaining. 
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Israel radio reported that two 
other ministers were on for¬ 
eign trips, meaning that the 
pullback from land that many 
right-wing Jews believe is the 
biblical inheritance of the Jews 
(Judea and Samaria) secured 
support only from a minority 
of the 17-strong Cabinet 

The withdrawal mil be ac¬ 
companied by the opening of 
die first Palestinian airport in 
Gaza and the release of 250 
Palestinian prisoners, the first 
batch of 750 doe to be set free 
under the Wye terms. 

Bickering about the types of 
prisoner to be released was 
continuing last night Israel 
said that only 100 of the men 
would be security prisoners, 
the rest being ordinary crimi¬ 
nals. This infuriated the Pales¬ 
tinians. who demanded that 
all 250 be security prisoners. 
“Do you think that Yassir Ara¬ 
fat went to Wye Plantation to 



Palestinian security chiefs in the West Bank town of Jenin examine Israeli maps showing the extent of the first stage of the army pullout 


free car thieves?’ Ahmed Tibi, 
a senior Palestinian official, 
told Israel Army Radio. 


Bank from which Israel will 
withdraw after 32 years of oc¬ 
cupation. No army bases or 


jubliant Palestinians marched group, issued a new threat of 
through the market town of violence as a reminder that it 


Israeli officers and their Pal- Jewish settlements will be dis- 
estinian counterparts toured mantled during the pullback, 
the areas of the northern West Yesterday a crowd of 5,000 


Jenin — which was handed 
over to Mr Arafat in Decem¬ 
ber 1995 — to celebrate. But 
Hamas, the Islamic militant 


planned to continue its bloody 
attempts to wreck die peace. 

Avner Sinwani, a Jewish set¬ 
tler in the outpost of Ganim. 


said he would leave if the com¬ 
munity were to be turned into 
a fortified enclave with watch- 
towers and barbed wire."I do 
not think anyone wiD want to 
slay and raise children here.” 


British 
accord 
on arms 
research 

By Christopher Walker 

BRITAIN and Israel are to col¬ 
laborate over the development 
of new military technology in 
a sensitive aims research deal, 
the first of its kind. 

The deal is seen in diplomat¬ 
ic circles as proof of how de¬ 
fence ties have wanned since 
1994 when Britain ended the 
12-year arms embargo that it 
imposed in protest at the 1982 
Israeli invasion of Lebanon. 

Ironically, that operation 
was masterminded by Ariel 
Sharon, recently appointed 
Foreign Minister. British and 
Israeli sources told iheJewish 
ChroTL.de in London that the 
agreement could be ready for 
signing next week when Bin- 
yamin Netanyahu, the Prime 
Minister, is due to visit Lon¬ 
don. The accord is awaiting 
Foreign Office approval. 

The deal is understood io 
rover research on naval high 
echnology and the use of un¬ 
manned surveillance aircraft 
a category of weapon in which 
Israel is "regarded as a world 
leader. Unmanned “drones" 
are frequently deployed to as¬ 
sist Israeli forces who are fight¬ 
ing guerrillas of the Iranian- 
backed Hezbollah (Party of 
God) in the occupied south of 
Lebanon. 
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What the 
experts 
say about 




The cost 
of living goes 
up at Christmas 

Do we mean mince pies, turkey and presents? 
Not exactly. We mean physical^ staying alive. 

Below 3°C, living on the streets becomes 
intolerable. Without proper food, the body 
can’t keep warm. Without warm shelter, 
beautiful starlit nights can literally kill you. 

Kathy doesn’t want a white Christmas. 

If it snows while she sleeps, she 
might not wake up. We’d like to 
give Kathy shelter this winter 
and, more important, a real 
chance to rebuild her life 
and find a permanent home 

People often walk 
straight past Kathy, 
not knowing how to 
help. We could help, 
if only you’d help 


Kathy, i 9. 
-ran away from 
a life of abuse. 




Pay nothing for a 
whole year. Offer 
extended by 
popular demand. 

What a package! The superb 
graphics quality and 
outstanding storage capacity 
of DVD. 

A brilliant Epson printer. 
Genuine top quality Microsoft 
software worth £830. Plus a 
free colour scanner. And 
you don't need to pay a penny 
for 12 months (see details 
below). How do we do it? 
Simple. By making and selling 
direct, we give you the latest 
technology at unbeatable 
prices. See this great value 
PC, and other systems from 
just £599, at your nearest 
Tiny showroom. But make it 
quick. 

An offer like this 

can't last long 



This is what the 
professionals who review 
and test PCs say when 
they put Tiny systems 
through their paces. 

Tiny Power Value System 

ii the cutting edge of 

main stream PCs... In comparison, 

it solidly outclasses every other 


machine we’ve tested so far, 77 

pc Answers Platinum Award 


Super Power 350 Plus System with Intel Pentium li Processor 350MHz I December 98 


512K CPU Cache 

Epson Stylus 300 

64MB Fast SD RAM 100MHz 

Colour Printer 

6.4GB Ultra DMA IDE 

FREE Flatbed Colour Scanner 

Hard Disk Drive 

FREE Trial BT LineOne Internet 

15” SVGA Colour Monitor 

Access 

8MB AGP 3D Accelerated 

Windows 98 

Graphics Card 

_ Over £830 of Microsoft & 

DVD ROM Drive 

Other Software 

(compatible with CD) 


Creative Labs Soundblaster 

frOOO 


64 Wavetable Integrated 
Sound plus Tiny CPR50 
Stereo Speakers 


Voice FaVModem v.90 56Kbps 



Epson Stylus 300 Colour Printer 


Free Flatbed Colour Scanner 


DVD ROM Drive 



TTie latest Microsoft Home 
Enterrainmem and Dotting Kindersley 
Educational titles - Complete with 
back-up disks. 


Software worih over £830 



FOR MORE INFDRMAI10N OR A Fl^ BROCHURE, FREEPHONE 

0800 7319372 


84 SHOWROOMS NATIONWIDE 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK’ 



IHE BIGGEST PC MANUFACTURER IN THE HIGH STREET 

TINT COWU 1 BS UMim BB 3 HHJL BUSBKS 5 NUK, BONEHU 8 ST ROAD, SAUOSDA RBMflU, 
5 URBEVBH 1 5 YB. MX 012 V 3 B 22 514 . WWW.tiny.COm 


NOTHING TO PAY FOR 12 MONTHS - NOT EVEN A DEPOSIT 


SUPER POWER 350 PLUS SYSTEM - PC corn prict £1205.03 line. Deliver, £30.00 - VAT £ 17.S*-£»:fenj & Wa'cs is&nfanj onl;-= Pov ntioV cn cr before cue payment date 

interest free. Artery,jtjvrh pa> 36 marthfv plants of £59.03. Total amount pa>aKc £2125.50. APR 26.9 . Interest MlcuWed from da> one c? the asrtremenf. 

Written uiratoliens upan request. FiSArtiC .cLjod to statu;. 


(UX- mi acme leg ana Pnwmi — in w are d PadOTMta. at aw Md Oupwauai. T«y Canpumi uw—a ■ pm of Ol group. na toli d iaww yt. 


Tiny Power Gamer System 

li if you are looking for the 
Ultimate , look no further. 77 

PC Home Silver Award 

December 98 

Tiny Family Bonus System 

llDefivers great performance 
for a machine at this price... 
Tiny has also scored points 
with its bundle of extras. 77 

Computer Active 

August 1998 

Tiny Family Bonus System 

11Caters for all the family .., 
large range of software and 
accessories for the once. 


Good Housekeeping Choice Award 

December 98 

Tiny Early Learner Plus 

llimpnesses with its sheer 
quality of outpui. build and 
user friendliness. 77 

Computer Buyer 
November 1998 

Tiny Home Value System 

lline colour coding and 
labelling on this machine 
make it a doddle to set up... 
the Guide to the computer is 

brilliant, a joy to read. 77 

Computer Active 

October 1998 
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I Tradition has it that the best-dressed fireplace wears a 
stocking at Christmas, and Tacisserie has some of the 
best. Its selection of hand-painted tapestry canvases can 
be painted to order and personalised with a name, 
favourite toys or hobbies, prices start at £125. Tspisserie 
also otters a two-hour needlework class at £4S and a 
sowing service for those who prefer to have the work done 
for them {0171-581 2715:-. 


■ Baden's first Christmas catalogue is 
brimming with sumptuous velvet 
cushions, siik ties, cashmere socks and 
the prettiest floral cotton wash bags, 
Available as a box bag. £25 fWRllS), a 
triangular zip bag, £20 iWRI15';. or a 
bucket bag. £30 .;WRil4': : they are al! 
PVC-lineti to prevent travel mishaps 
;01Si-453 1535;. 



Every good frock 
deserves a party 


i. 


H ere comes die par¬ 
ty season. The 
mantelpiece at 
home is crowded 
with invitations, my son and 
his nanny have graciously giv¬ 
en permission for me to go out 
All I need now is dig right 
frock. Yet somehow, though 
the wardrobe door can, with 
difficulty, be closed on all the 
devoid velvet and embroi¬ 
dered satin and glitter tweed 
in unorthodox pastels, hand- 
loomed by disapproving is¬ 
landers who think that the 
Lurex is the work of the Devil, 
I find i haven't a thing to wear. 

Don't be silly, 1 say to my¬ 
self. looking through the 
crammed rails. Here is last 
year's brilliant Lacroix knock¬ 
off from Next a vision of black 
Chantilly lace over a sapphire 
satin slip. Surely that would 
go round again? Not to men¬ 
tion the Warehouse silver lace 
and the little black velvet work¬ 
horse by Jasper Conran. Get 
yourself some high heels, a 
bag and some glittery hair- 
slides, I tell myself (there are 
crimson velvet heels at L.K. 
Bennett that would stop traffic 
and enamelled hairdips at An¬ 
gela Hale from about £25. 
Miss Selfridge does some pret¬ 
ty. pale blue enamel flowers 
with diamante centres for £3 a 
pair, and Accessorize has an 
enticing range of beaded bags) 
and there will be no need for a 
new dress. Then the next thing 
-1 know. I am standing in the 
King's Road, nose pressed to a 
window behind which there 
glitters some oitidng bit of fri¬ 
volity, hand reaching for ray 
chequebook. 

For most of the year, 1 buy 
my clothes strictly according 
to Shirley Conran’s brilliant 
rule of cost-per-wear — the 
E'mc 2 of fashion. Everything 
is bought on the strict under¬ 
standing that it can be worn 
for at least a decade without go¬ 
ing badly out of fashion. 

Thus, for example, my bit¬ 
ter-chocolate cashmere ^sweat¬ 
er with the turn-back jjatin 
cuffs by Amanda Wakeley has 
retired from public appearanc¬ 
es this winter because the col- 
. our'is just too last year. But I 
don’t for a moment regret buy¬ 
ing it because I feel oertain 
• that its beautiful simplicity 
and general air of good'breed- 




Eye make-up remover* 






R I T Oi 


: W v. 

VITAMIN AND 
AfTO-OXIDAMTS, £4 

Heavy glass bottle 
but difficult to get the 
'.thick; geMike Hqukf 
: Out Ineffective on 
mascara without a 
lot of rubbing and 
it stings. 

Purity from 
Martas & Spencer 
4/10 . 
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DUAL PHASE, 

> Contains two '. -. 

liquids - one 
, dear, one 
blue - which 

combine after- t'tMfcjallU -T 
.shaking. ••• 
works well on 
{waterproof 
:mascara with 
; ho stinging. 

SmeHs like 
; .‘calamine , : 

L^khiqn. 

iOfertetaieffetf 
- arid rn^forttepflrfoieintstores 
-io/toy .yy' oa? 


... Bums^smyE^. 

£12LSO 

: c ; r -.-.v?- .Coot blue fiquicfj^y*^ 

• - ••':light rtorvgrea^and;: 

: 5 > ' suits ctintactiens: >. -7. : 
westers. No.fragranqeT 1 7 
no stfngj rig and y j ’ -. 

- removes waterproof -: ’ . 

' mascara in one^pe,. 
CUCUHBER AND EYEBNfiKT fifi, SSL7S with no si^ixItf iBssdua . 

The green gel In this thick, squeezy tube quick : r -\ In the morning. 
and easy to use. Gentle, but leaves skin feeling ^ lanc6me, &/agable at,' y 
tight tietural Collection at Boti©, ,- .it..- 'jy departffienf ‘ 

7/10 ' . : .--V r V*y seffe«eddnernlBts'. - - a 

7 ^ r . r 10/10 
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AimwIUNKLE, i/ HYPOf V; 

. £12.50 ', . •. V £Atl£RGODC, . Z&?: 

■ Excellentproduct. .... - - 

leaving hoilght and '■ ' . ■ -■ 

-•.-.monilng ' V./r^bo-greasy 

’.i-.pufflness. 
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Set the party alight in this slinky number by Amanda Wakeley for Principles. £200. sizes 8-16. Stockists: 0171-291 2405 


ing will be sufficient to justify 
the alarming amount I paid 
for it. If I am right,! shali be 
wearing it in my Bath chair 
when L am 80. by which lime 
its cOst-per-wear will be down 
to 0.001p or so.. 

To party frocks, however, 
this principle does not apply. 
Faced with the prospect of 
your own office party, your 
husband’s office party, and 
drinks on Christmas Eve with 
the frightfully nioe woman to 
whom you chat at the school 
gates on a daily basis, though 
you know her oniy as Lucy's 
Mummy, you can suddenly 
find yourself carrying on like 
Ivana Trump. 

The only thing to do about 
this feeling is give in to it. 
Wanting a new frock for a par¬ 
ty is a basic instinct, like hunt¬ 
er-gathering. Fighting it is 
against nature and will do you 
no good in the long run. You 
will go to a party in last years 
dress, feeling cross, sink a 
large glass of chandonnay to 


CUTTING 

EDGE 

JANE SHILLING 


raiseyour spirits, and then pat¬ 
ronise the new marketing man¬ 
ager. and fail to recognise the 
headmistress of the school into 
which you have been trying 
for five years to get your 
daughter. 

Better to go straight to the 
high street for some pretty 
wisp of stuff that emits a cheer¬ 
ful glitter and can be con¬ 
signed to oblivion along with 
the decorations on January 6. 

Morgan does the very thing 
— a cloth-of-silver shift for 
£49.99. Disobliging things 
have recently been written 
about Marks & Spencer, but 
its bronze and old rose devoid 
velvet shift looks far more ex- 


■ For those IncTmed to I J|' .; 

over-uidutge in blusher, fi fll 

a simple 

swipe with 

Lancome’s • ^BL.- 
fibre-optic brush, 

£20* and Poudre 
Majeur Blanc 

Neige, £19.50, win tone down a 
cotonr overdose. Unlike most powders (which leave 
a chalky white residue), this product has tiny 
. i foiicrobubbles'* that give the skin a matt finish, 
reflecting light to give a soft, golden glow, it can be 
used on the T-zone and cheekbones, and to high¬ 
light the brow, heck and shoulders (but never under 
dark circles). Available from leading department 
stores and selected chemists nationwide. 


Wherever you travel, whoever you meet, be 

recognised in leather and lambskin from 
Proudfoots. i 

Jackets and coats that feel good, that look 
good. Briefcases and travel bags 
handcrafted In leather and carried with « 
pride. 

When you are looking for something .< • 
different f 

When you are looking for something 
special-dbcover Proudfoots. . i 


pensive than Its £60 price tag. 
Monsoon has a dressing-up 
box collection of beaded shifts 
in exquisite colours — dull 
gold beads on black; bronze on 
rose-red chiffon; black and sil¬ 
ver flowers on grey ombre; 
pale gold trellis across creamy 
chiffon, and jet-beaded black 
lace over a gflt silk skin. They 
look like little works of art 
and start at about £120. 


K aren Millen has 
dresses for sirens — 
holly-berry red with 
a swag of black 
bead roses, or an outrageous 
ruby corset dress with black 
embroidery. If you prefer a 
subtler approach, there is a 
long cream dress with crystal 
beads and a black velvet 
evening coat with a white for 
trim and embroidery. 


Principles has velvet col¬ 
umn dresses of extravagant 
simplicity designed by Aman¬ 
da Wakeley. from £130. and a 
dramatic black crepe dress 
with a side slit and heavy sil¬ 
ver bugle beading for £100. I 
also like the subtle sparkle of 
the knee-length black glitter 
crochet shift, sprinkled with 
black sequins. £60. 

But if. having practised in¬ 
vestment dressing all year, 
you find that you cant break 
the habit, you might sink your 
Christmas money into Nicole 
Farhi's wonderful Prom 
Queen dress — a cloud of pale 
grey pleated silk organza with 
a fitted top and a swishy crino¬ 
line skirt. It costs £430 and de¬ 
mands to be worn with plenty 
of diamonds. If you're going to 
make an investment it might 
as well be a serious one. 




^ «£ £175-000 

. EXTENDING TO C800 


Proudfoots - where you find mo value of 
experience and design at an price levels. 
Proudfoots, an essential vtett. 

Proudfoots - Natural value for all. 



JACKETS «C> COATS FOR 
MEN AND WOMEN 

LEATHER C2S0-C1750 
LAMBSKIN E450-Eir» 



»7i-i72 a 


La *mc Street. London awl 


PROUDFOOTS 102 MEW BOND ST, &ONDON 

ALSO AT EDINBURGH, GLASGOW AND PERTH - OPEN SUNDAYS 
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N atascha McElhone: she gurgles with delight at the idea that her beauty might make people treat her differently 


I was the 
most tasteless 
little girl 

Natascha McElhone is Britain’s newest 
Hollywood star. Interview by Vanora Bennett 


Fighting for face cream 


W ith the world teetering on the 
brink of at least six ugly new 
wars, it seems a poignant mo¬ 
ment to relay my own taste of army life 
— of being huddled among panicky 
crowds, deafened by the din of con¬ 
fused voices, made nauseous by the 
stench of sweat in the air. This was in 
my local high street last Saturday. 

Of course. I couldn’t swear that those 
rowdy, sweaty people were British sol¬ 
diers in civilian dress. But it would cer¬ 
tainly help to explain the recent swell in 
high street populations if the Army has 
begun hiring out underemployed sol¬ 
diers as part of its new commercial strat¬ 
egy to earn money in peacetime. 

Look at die mysteriously large 
crowds that fill the new coffee bars 
springing up across the country. Every 
retail site that now fans vacant is shut¬ 
tered up for two weeks before emerging 
from its chipboard pupa as a Starbucks 
or a Coffee Republic or one of the other 
new chain cafes which — because they 
know how to use an espresso machine 
— can be relied cm to serve you a coffee 
that is consistently more expensive than 
what you would normally pay. 

One minute there was a rundown gro¬ 
cery store on this very site, the sort of 
place where you'd buy food only if you 
were trying to poison a relative who 
had named you as a beneficiary in his 
wQL In ten years of walking past this 
store, you never saw a customer in 
there. Then it reopens as a coffee bar 
and from day one; boom.' It’s bursting 
with people. Where do all these new cus¬ 
tomers come from ? Have they suddenly 
discovered a raging thirst for cappucci¬ 
no? (“Darling, switch off Richard and 
Judy, we’re off to Starbucks. In fact, 
from now on we’re always going down 
to the high street for our elevenses.’’) 

You can only assume that these coffee 
bars are so anxious about appearing un¬ 
popular that they employ extras to fill 
the room. That's where the Ministry of 
Defence comes in. The Army, seeking 
profitable ways to diversify its activities 
so as to ward off further personnel cut¬ 


backs (the Territorial 
Army is the latest cas¬ 
ualty) must be hiring 
out squaddies as 
crowd-fillers. 

It makes a lot of 
sense. especially 
when you study the 
Army's other diversifi¬ 
cation proposals. I’m 
referring particularly 
to plans by Porton 
Down, the MoD’s 

germ-warfare labora¬ 
tory. to produce cos¬ 
metics for civilians. 

One of its prize prod¬ 
ucts is an anti-wrin¬ 
kle cream derived 
from one of the 
world's deadliest bio¬ 
logical agents, botuli- 
num toxin (sales 
pitch: "Declare war 
on wrinkles with our 
Instant Face Nuker. 

Note: keep out of 
reach of children, 
pregnant women and 
enemies of Nato. 

Should any ointment 
fall into enemy 
hands, wash your 
own hands thoroughly of all involve¬ 
ment. Gas masks not included”). 

Scientists swear that if you use botuli- 
num toxin in teensy quantities, it merely 
suppresses the cells that cause wrinkles 
rather than killing you. Rob Walker, 
who runs Porton Down's new science 
park, says: “We have to make things 
that are realistic in the commercial 
world. The mindset you need to ap¬ 
proach a supermarket is very different 
from the mindset you need to approach 
a military customer.” (Walker’s col¬ 
leagues probably learnt this the hard 
way. Porton Down official: “We guaran¬ 
tee to wipe out a supermarket full of cus¬ 
tomers within three minutes." Super¬ 
market manager. “1 don't know how 
long you’ve been involved in consumer 
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retailing, but even 
our supermarket 
doesn't treat its cus¬ 
tomers badly”). 

Another exciting 
co mm era al sideline 
that the Army is con¬ 
sidering is breeding 
pheasants. It hit on 
this idea after hear¬ 
ing anecdotes from 
country sportsmen 
about how pheasants 
that had suffered di¬ 
rect hits from a shot¬ 
gun simply carried 
on flying. Research 
funded by die MoD 
has now found that 
the reason pheasants 
can withstand such- 
shots is that the 
spines of their feath¬ 
ers are constructed in 
a way that enables 
them to absorb much 
of the energy of a bul¬ 
let. The Army now 
thinks that pheasant 
feathers could inspire 
a new generation of 
bullet-proof jackets. 
The irony is that 
not only are these enterprising initia¬ 
tives making the Army more cost-effec¬ 
tive, they are benefiting Britain's securi¬ 
ty; too, by destabilising our enemies’ 
espionage networks. Veteran foreign 
spies are being sacked by their bosses 
for inventing fanciful field reports 
(“You expect me to believe that Britain’s 
SAS is spending its time testing moistnr- 
isers and breeding game birds? You're 
fired]"). 

Very soon, even the lyrics of the Victo¬ 
rian music-hall song will have to be re¬ 
written to keep up with the Army’s 
changing priorities. The words learnt 
by rookies will be changed to: “We’re all 
trained to fight, but by jingo if we cant/ 
We’ll gloss our lips, well rest our Brens, 
and build a face-cream plant” 


S he looks somehow fa¬ 
miliar. But the under¬ 
stated Londoner who 
drifts into an understat¬ 
ed Italian restaurant in Not- 
ting Hill is subtly unlike the 
Natascha McElhone you ex¬ 
pect from her screen roles. 

This woman is worlds away 
from Sylvia, the wholesome, 
all-American girl pined for by 
Jim Carrey in The Truman 
Show. Nor is she anything like 
Deirdre, the gritty and enig¬ 
matic Belfast blonde in com¬ 
bat boots whose job in Ronin 
is to coordinate a heist. 

Today's Natascha McEl¬ 
hone is willowy and carefully 
anonymous: her accent is Brit¬ 
ish neutral. A hat _ 

covers her waist- 
length blonde hair. 

When she shrugs 
herself out of a 
long brown coat, 
all that is reveaied 
is more of the same 
elegant but unflam- 
bovant brown. 

The actor’s abili¬ 
ty to retreat behind 
the greasepaint 
and emerge a differ¬ 
ent person is some¬ 
thing she works 
hard to maintain. - 

“As an actor, the 
one thing I have is to keep my 
own true identity hidden." she 
says. "If I reveal it then I’m tim- 
irinq the possibilities of what l 
can play. The less one knows 
about an actor, the more plau¬ 
sible it is that you could pull 
off any role.” 

McElhone’s London perso¬ 
na — she is newly married to a 
plastic surgeon and lives in 
Norang Hill - is articulate, 
amusing, sophisticated, seu- 
aware and self-deprecanng- 
She gurgles with delight at the 
idea that her beauty might 


‘Making 
movies is 
probably 
just like it 
is in an 
office’ 


She has been certain all her 
life that she had to be an ac¬ 
tress. “1 can never remember 
wanting anything else. It’s just 
something 1 grew up with. 1 
don’t know where it came 
from, there’s no acting in my 
family. School was purgatory, 
just waiting time." 

McElhone grew up with her 
mother, Noreen Taylor, and 
stepfather Roy Greens lade, 
both journalists — her parents 
separated when she was two 
and she uses her mother’s 
maiden name. Her family sup¬ 
ported her acting without mak¬ 
ing it a major issue, she says, 
and there was neveT any ques¬ 
tion of her going to a stage 
school. 

"God forbid. My 
mother would nev¬ 
er have let me do 
that, though l prob¬ 
ably wanted to. I 
think I was the 
most tasteless child 

S lnable — 1 
lots of, you 
know, pink frilly 
things." 

She believes that 
what she mocking¬ 
ly caffs her “nut ris¬ 
sole" upbringing 
helped. “My brotii- 
er was never given 
any guns and I was never giv¬ 
en any dolls. There was no sex¬ 
ual stereotyping, any of that 
sort of thing. But 1 think that 
was all quite good. 

"Both my brother and I 
think it had an impact having 
the freedom of not having to 
behave like a tittle girl or a tit¬ 
tle boy — it being perfectly OK 
for him to burst into tears or 
me to beat him up if I wanted 
to. And maybe that led me to 
freedom of expression." 

Beneath her charm there’s a 
stillness and serenity about 


1Qe ? differ- McElhone. Is this an intrinsic 

ma ^ nn I vdshn She quality or does it stem from 


starlet-like appetite. 


is going 

well? She is modest aboui her 
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apparently effortless rise to¬ 
wards stardom in the past two 
years. 

Since James Ivory of Mer¬ 
chant Ivory picked her out — 
from a theatre cast playing 
Shakespeare in Regent’s Park 
Open Air Theatre — for her 
first big film role in Surviving 
Picasso, the 27-year-old actress 
has gone from strength to 
strength. She has acted oppo¬ 
site male stars so illustrious 
that the list reads tike a Holly¬ 
wood Who's Who: Anthony 
Hopkins, Harrison Ford, 
Brad Piti. Jim Carrey and, in 
Ronin. Robert De Niro. 

"James (Ivory) is like my 
fairy godmother,” she says. 
“At the time I think I was fair¬ 
ly blase about it. I was tike, 
‘Oh. he wants me to do a film. 
That’s nice.’ It’s only when I’ve 
gone on and seen how hard h 
is and how competitive, how 
many people are up for each 
role, that I realise what a mas- 
sire risk he rook.’’ 

S he shrugs off any sug¬ 
gestion that making 
movies is glamorous. 
“It’s probably just like 
it is in an office. It’S the same 
infrastructure, the same hu¬ 
man behaviour, isn’t it? It’s 
people being in conflict or in 
harmony, being in a bad or a 
good mood, work going well 
or badly. There’s nothing dif¬ 
ferent about it except that you 
are creating illusions." 

She is enthusiastic about the 
car chases, gun-toting and 
wild sports thar Ronin gave 
her the chance to try. "It was 
terrifying, completely and ut¬ 
terly. Very little acting re¬ 
quired But fun. You know, 
thrilling, racy, your heart’s go¬ 
ing b-dong. b-dong. b-dong 
and you kind of love it and 
hate it atthe same time — and 
you’re dying for it to end. but 
when it does you're like "oooh, 
can we do it one more time?"* 
Whatever pan comes next 
for her. McElhone radiates fas¬ 
cination with acting’s games 
with the unknown. Describing 
watching her brother, the ac¬ 
tor Damon McElhone, at a re¬ 
cent stage performance, she 
savs with wonder. “It was the 
strangest feeling. I now know 
what it mUst be like for my 
family seeing me on film or on 
stage. My brother came on 
stage and I thought. ’That's 
him! I know him! ... but I 
dont 1 don’t knew whar he’s 
doing and I don’t know what 
he’s about to do. He’s someone 
else."’ 

• Ronin opens nationwide to¬ 
day 
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Why Blair is 
going soft 
on EMU 

Mary Ann Sieghart lays bare 


Labour’s ulterior motives 


I s Tony Blair warming to 
the euro? He would deny 
it and insist that the 
Government's polity has not 
changed. But his mood seems 
to be changing and that is 
more important. The danger is 
that he could not only do the 
wrong thing but do it for the 
wrong reasons. 

U the Prime Minister want¬ 
ed Britain to join the single 
currency because he was con¬ 
vinced that the economy 
would rapidly deteriorate out¬ 
side the system. I would argue 
with his analysis but at least 
accept that his decision had 
been honestly reached. In¬ 
stead, he is in danger of being 
seduced by EMU for reasons 
that are less to do with 
economics and more to do 
withpolib'cal strategy, not just 
overseas but also at home. 

First, the European dimen¬ 
sion. Yesterday Oskar La- 
fontaine, the German Finance 
Minister, visited Gordon 
Brown. Mr Blair has already 
met the German Chancellor. 
Gerhard Schroder, and seems 
to have been less than 
impressed. Herr Schroder is 
still nervous and new. and is 
in thrall to the tougher and 

more left-wing _ 

Herr Lafontaine. 

This leaves a va¬ 
cuum where the 
leadership of Eu¬ 
rope ought to be. 

And it is one that 
Mr Blair would be 
happy to fill. It 
may seem odd to 
us, who still see the 
Prime Minister as 
something of a nov¬ 
elty. but in just IS 

months, he has ai- _ 

ready become an 
elder statesman in Europe. 
Mr Blair has been in office for 
longer than his counterparts 
in the other three big countries 
— Germany, France and Italy 
— and he is in a stronger 
position domestically than any 
of them. 

Within the European Un¬ 
ion, such seniority means 
something, like a committee 
whose members are constant¬ 
ly coming to the end of their 
term and being replaced, it is 
possible to move quickly up 
the European hierarchy. With¬ 
out Helmut Kohl, there is no 
undisputed leader from any of 
the big countries. And the 
smaller countries can never 
hope to be in charge. 

Meetings of the Council of 
Ministers, where the prime 
ministers gather, are impor¬ 
tant psychologically- They al¬ 
low heads of government to 
mix with their peers. At home, 
no one is equal to a prime 
minister. People pander to 
them, and colleagues tend to 
be either obsequious or plot¬ 
ting. But when prime minis¬ 
ters get together abroad, they 
can open their hearts, com¬ 
plain about their Cabinets, 
share problems and jokes, and 
give each other useful advice. 

So it is not surprising that 
Mr Blair should feel, in the 
company of these prime minis¬ 
ters. both comfortable and. by 
now, confident But he also 
knows that if he wants to be 
leader of their gang, he has to 
sign up to the group's pass¬ 
words and customs. And that 
means cultivating a genuine 
enthusiasm for monetary un¬ 
ion and the economic and 
political integration that must 
go with it 


Already 
Blair has 
become 
the elder 
statesman 
of Europe 


The Prime Minister may be 
tempted into making ever 
stronger declarations of intent 
until, eventually, nothing 
short of EMU membership 
will suffice, if he resists, he 
could be pressurised into ail 
sorts of other compromises in 
order to maintain his ‘leader¬ 
ship”. For instance, the mani¬ 
festo drafted by Mr Brown for 
the 11 socialist finance minis¬ 
ters includes moves to harmo¬ 
nise taxation, which would, at 
a stroke, destroy an important 
part of Britain's competitive 
advantage. 

Mr Blair is in danger of 
falling into the trap set by the 
Foreign Office for all prime 
ministers: that influence equ¬ 
als national interest. We have 
to agree to the Maastricht 
treaty/join the euro/have a 
common defence policy (substi¬ 
tute as necessary) because 
otherwise we will lose influ¬ 
ence in Europe. And maximis¬ 
ing influence is the chief goal 
of diplomats. But what if the 
sacrifice necessary to gain this 
influence is harmful to die 
national interest? Britain 
might have less influence 
outside the single currency but 
still be better off overall. It is 
the job of the Prime 
Minister to assess 
that balance and to 
recognise that the 
Foreign Office has 
vested interests like 
any other govern¬ 
ment department 
• But if events in 
Europe are coaxing 
Mr Blair into trad¬ 
ing interest for in¬ 
fluence. so are 
events at home. 
Last week's widen¬ 
ing of cooperation 
with the liberal Democrats is 
another step towards what is 
dearly Mr Blair* ultimate 
goal: to make the lib Dems a 
non-competing sister party, 
like the CSU is to die CDU in 
Germany. 

Those two parties are very 
similar ideologically, though 
the CSU is. if anything, a little 
further to the Right The CDU 
is the senior partner, but it 
gives free rein to the CSU in 
Bavaria, where the bigger 
party fields no candidates. 

Such an arrangement could 
be arranged here too, where 
very little now separates new 
Labour from the Lib Dems; 
there are differences of empha¬ 
sis — on dvil liberties, for 
instance — but far fewer than 
between new Labour and old. 
Only two major polity distinc¬ 
tions remain: PR for Westmin¬ 
ster, and Europe. 


I 


f Labour were to allow the 
Lib Dems to stand un¬ 
opposed in selected constit¬ 
uencies, the centre party. 
would no longer need propro- 
tional representation: it would 
'■ win the extra parliamentary ' 
seats it craves without it PR is 
no more than a means to an 
aid. 

But what about Europe? 
The Lib Dems are gung-ho for 
the single currency and happy 
to see further European inte¬ 
gration. Mr Blair will insist 
that his views on the euro have 
not ban influenced by any 
desire to court the Lib Dems. 
But he cannot be unaware that 
leadership of a newly harmoni¬ 
ous Centre Left, in Britain as 
well as in Europe.' would be a 
happy by-product of a greater 
enthusiasm for EMU. 
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Dead in the centre 


N ewbury is bypassed at 
last A mighty river of 
concrete is. as of now. 
carrying 32-tonne jugger¬ 
nauts far horn the- ramparts of the 
old town. The glades of Rennet and 
the heights of Donnington may echo 
to the roar of internal combustion, 
but the lanes of downtown Newtaiiiy. 
thrill to the soiigthrush and the 
Berkshire burr. The local council has 
pedestrianised the town centre. A 
hundred million pounds of taxpayers' 
money has bought Newbury peace. 

Just for die record, Newbuiy could 
have been pedestrianised long- ago. 
The new bypass is its second. A 
previous one was built in the 1960s 
with up-to-date “roundabouts" to 
slow the through traffic, such being 
die fashion of the day. That bypass 
could, at modest cost, have been 
upgraded. But roads engineers must 
eat A Tory Treasury had. £100 
million to bum and countryside in 
need of development, so why pay 
less? The latest bypass will become as 
congested at the old one, but I doubt 
if any more road will be built. 
Newbury was the high point of 
demand-led motorway building. If 
one day it becomes a seething, 
belching mass of coagulating metal, 
nobody will care. By then ministers 
will be travelling by helicopter. Car 
drivers will be as neglected as 
Charing Cross commuters. 

1 am more interested in the fate of 
Newbuiy. Small towns have long 
been Britain's pride and joy- Most big 
cities were ruined in the 1970s and 
1980s, but have the critical mass for 
regeneration. The current revival of 
inner Newcastle. Glasgow and Bir¬ 
mingham is a wonder to behold. 
They have their lottery grants and 
their lobbies, as the countryside has 
its subsidies and marches on Lon¬ 
don. Small towns have no cham¬ 
pions. Their streets decay with 
cut-price stores or are tom apart for 
crude mini-malls, frantic to compete 
with out-of-town hypermarkets. They 
either retain traffic in the hope of 
passing trade, or exclude it In the 
hope of pedestrian uplift Whitehall’s 
obsession with more housing in the 
countryside has left their plots vacant 
and their upper floors empty. 

I love small towns. There is no 
England more utterly pleasant than 
Devizes or Ludlow or Beverley or 
Whitby. They combine the diversity 
bom of size with the intimacy of 
smallness. Fictional Barchester, Mid-, 
diem arch and Casterbridge were of a 


Our small towns are sad at heart. 
Planners should look abroad for ideas 


scale in which lives and emotions 
could be richly entangled. Turner 1 * 
painting of Stamford showed the 
bustle of die Great North Road 
arriving to excite a sleepy provincial 
high street These towns have been 
emasculated by the past quarter 
century. Most have, like Newbuiy, 
been granted arterial bypass. But in 
many cases die heart has stopped 
beating- You can pedestri anise Ches¬ 
terfield or King’s Lynn or Darling¬ 
ton. But you cannot bring them bade 
to life if die planners have sucked out 
their commercial blood. Walk 
through tire centre of 
these (daces of an 
evening and the only 
sound is of silence. 

The British used to 
think they were good 
at modem town plan¬ 
ning. partly because 
they invented it. For¬ 
eigners were either 
too poor or too cor¬ 
rupt or too vulgar to 
know how to conserve the character 
of settlements. Any British traveller 
knows that this is no longer true. I 
found myself last week in Mexico, in 
the town of Guanajuato (pop. 
100,000). This Spanish colonial gem 
was .built in the 17th and 18th 
centuries along the sides of a deep 
ravine. Its bore holds an andent 
university, a cathedral, an opera 
house and a-'series of shady plazas. 
The town is prosperous. Its student 
fraternities have a charming custom 
of wandering the streets at night in 
medieval costume, serenading the 
townspeople. There are virtually no 
tourists. 

Two decades ago, a Mayor of. 
Guanajuato with a taste for dvil 
engineering derided to remove 
through traffic from the centre by 
converting an old riverbed under the 
town into a maze Of tunnels. The 
result is an underground road 
network surely unique in the work£ 
as if London’s Central Line carried 
not trains but cars. Stop-off pants 
lead to stairs to the surface, where 
streets are for buses and deliveries 
alone. The result is one of the busiest 
and most attractive town centres T 
know, packed day and night with' 
praraenaders. Guanajuato’s Spanish 


Simon 

Jenkins 


facades beam down on them, reminis¬ 
cent of a Spain that must have 
vanished with the Civil War. Today 
the place ranks with Perugia and 
Salzburg among the world's most 
glorious small towns. 

The familiar British response is to 
dismiss all this as the charm of fine 
weather, poor residents who have no 
cars, and a local “sombrero” culture. 
This is rubbish. The pedestrianised 
town centres of northern Europe are 
cold, wet and rich. They are crowded 
with people who own as many cars as 
do the British. Nor do such streets 
depend on tourists. 
Their success lies in 
the meticulous plan¬ 
ning of traffic, land 
use, building design 
and public space. 
Above all, it lies in 
the regulation of de¬ 
velopment in the sur¬ 
rounding country- 
_ side. 

British planning 
discarded town maintenance as ruth¬ 
lessly as did Los Angeles half a 
century ago. Its goal has been 
car-based settlement, whose apoth¬ 
eosis is Milton Keynes. For two 
decad es, planning has been directed 
at depopulating towns and populat¬ 
ing countryside. This culminated in 
Lord Ridley of Uddesdale’s notorious 
green light for out-of-town shopping, 
housing and caravan parks, and the 
demand-led policy of John Gummer 
and John Prescott for countryside 
estates, in a new collection of essays. 
Town and Country (edited by Antho¬ 
ny Barnett and Roger Scruton), Mr 
Gummer nowhere suggests that 
demand be constrained by price. 

Big cities can survive suburban 
shopping malls and sprawling hou¬ 
sing estates. Small towns are mur¬ 
dered by them. Cities can rely on 
students, office workers, flat-dwellers 
and tourists. Small towns have few of 
these. They were formed as self-con¬ 
tained communities, of a few thou¬ 
sand people interdependent for most 
everyday services. Stripped of food 
shops, clothes shops, bookshops, 
restaurants, cinemas and the associat¬ 
ed jobs and cashflow, a small town's 
other attractions are as nothing. The 
ring of supermarkets permitted in the 


fields round ancient Chichester has 
sucked money from its centre like a 
reverse vortex. The town is under 
economic siege. The pennants of 
Tesco and Sainsbury flutter in 
menacing array beyond its walls, as 
they do round half the small towns of 

England 

As long as English towns fie 
depressed and partly empty, there is 
no conceivable justification for spoil¬ 
ing what remains of the countryside 
round them, merely to appease 
housebuilder donors to party funds. 
Such planning is crass. Nor are 
towns saved merely by removing 
through traffic. People will use towns 
only if they retain their commercial 
magnetism. 

Newbury is not a second-homers' 
delicatessen, like neighbouring Hun- 
gerford. It is a coherent settlement, 
built since the I6th century on the old 
Bath Road by the old bridge over the 
River Rennet lr has a fine high 
street church, park and town hall. 
But it cannot survive without people 
living and working in its centre. It 
needs the vitality of an evening life, of 
Hay-on-Wye in festival week, of 
Appleby during the fair — of Perugia 
or Guanajuato every night of the 
year. 

T he best-managed towns are 
those whose charm not only 
predates the motor car but 
postdates it Cars are a brief 
folly of domestic transport They offer 
the illusion that people can all enjoy 
the space and privacy of the country¬ 
side and the variety of the town, each 
supplied at either end of a strip of 
tarmac. The Government had only to 
supply the tarmac This vision could 
survive only as long as cars were 
minority possessions. Today the 
tarmac dogs up. I believe that towns 
will eventually reassert their attrac¬ 
tion to country people, but only after 
the countryside has been developed, 
congested and ruined. 

The small towns of Europe (and 
Mexico) have succeeded in passing 
from a pre-motorised to a post-motor¬ 
ised state of grace, without having to 
pass through this purgatory of 
"market adjustment”. They have not 
been enslaved to the rural myth. 
They have not been re-engineered for 
the age of the car, only to be 
reengineered again, like Newbury, 
for its departure. Small towns are not 
the settlements of the past but of the 
future. They work. Or at least they 
can, abroad. 


Hey man! 

A GIANT mushroom is the latest spiritually uplifting exhibit to be lined 
up by those whizzos at the Millennium Dome. The 40-metre edifice is 
expected to be chosen as the centrepiece of the New Age Rest Zone (you 
know, pungent dgarreues. peace signs and deep chilling). It has been 
designed by Anish Kapoor (right), a trendy sculptor, with “ambient” add 
house music by Brian Eno (left), the electronic pop maestro. The Dome 
confirms that this is one of the designs being given serious consideration. 
Kapoor has been encouraged by 
some big hats at the project. Phillip 
Gumudjian, Dome architect, is 
thought to have pushed die sculp¬ 
tor to come up with a design. 

Gumudjian used to work with 
Lord Rogers of Riverside, who is 
on the creative review group that 
decides the Dome's contents. Rog¬ 
ers’s architectural practice has just 
placed a Kapoor sculpture outside' 
its new law courts in Bordeaux. 

I just hope the project does not 
face the same fate as the Domes 
sexually confused statue. It began 
life as an hermaphrodite fart after 
much soul-searching metamor¬ 
phosed into Britannica. a woman. 

Then it returned to its hermaphro¬ 
ditic phase before finally emerging, 
poor tiling, as a man and a woman 
joined at the hip covered in 
diildren's faces. 

0 ERJC SYKES, opening in Sir 
Peter Hall's production of Alan 



right, poses in “Bengal Sk\T, "We 
use our customers not professional 
models .” sms a Tyrwhitt man. "We 
zy him ."" 


didn't pay, 


Very wise. 



Bennett's Kafka’s Dick, finds the 
title tasteless: he prefers Kafka's 
Inside Leg Measurement. 


Holy retreat 

LORD RUNCIE has been thrown 
out of church for not being 
religious enough. The former Arch¬ 
bishop of Canterbury was on a 
pilgrimage to Mount Alhos, home 
to monastic Serbs who are so 
orthodox that they barred females 
(even animals] for 1.000 years. 


Donald Reeves, the old Red 
Rector who now writes for The 
Tablet . accompanied him to the 
“monastic republic" where they 
were worshipping. After venerat¬ 
ing icons, “an elderly monk, 
probably the abboL glared, shak¬ 
ing his arms to indicate we were 
not wanted." says Reeves. 

Undaunted, they stayed. Then 
the monk came up to Runrie “and 
indicated we were to leave”. The 
Brits put the inhospitality down to 
Serbian high spirits. 

• BOY Ddvid, male model Lord 
Steel of AikwootL the former 
Libend leader, whose taste in 
strident, multi-tonal shins is legen¬ 
dary (he has a special weakness for 
those natty ones with white collars 
and blue stripes) has agreed to 
pose in the catalogue of the 
makers, Charles Tyrwhitt. Steel 
pictured in his sartorial prime. 


Dinner duo 

WITH whom would you least like 
to have dinner? I puzzled on this 
the other evening as I strolled 
through the Commons. Sir Brian 
Mawhinney, that cheerless Ulster¬ 
man who led the Tories to electoral 
annihilation, was dining d deux 
with Mr Terence Wogan, whose 
penetrating ruminations interrupt 
Gift Richard records on Radio 2. 

Does this herald an excursion 
into light “entertainmenr for Sir 
Brian? Or a mayoral dash for our 


Tel? "No, no.” says Sir Brian. “I 
look forward to our next dinner.” 

• A TASTY little gift awaits Jack 
Cunningham, courtesy of that nice 
John Prescott. Finding himself in 
downtown Buenos Aires, John-Bay 
headed for a restaurant ana 
ordered a giant cut of prime beef 
with lashings of Specified Bovine 
Offal (ie, a T-Bone steak). After 
wolfing it down he declared that he 
wanted the bone gift-wrapped: "It 
will make a nice gift for Jack' — 
who brought us the ban. 



Moved out 

A JOLLY watering hole, where 
peers swig gin and grumble that 
they arc growing too blind to shoot 
grouse, is being axed by Baroness 
Jay of Paddington. Leader of the 
Lords. She is replacing it with a 
“Labour Resource Unit”, which 
sounds straight out of a Philip 
Gould manual and not much fun. 

In the process. Lord McIntosh "of 
Haringey has been turfed out of 
his study. The Deputy Chief Whip 
was crestfallen, but the thin control¬ 
lers of new Labour have dearly got 
to him: “T am certainly not 
unhappy.” he murmurs from his 
delightful new broom cupboard. 

•A SPAT has broken out between 
Nina Simone and a charity over a 



bar bill during the diva’s sojourn 
in the London Hilton. The Cancer 
Research Campaign (patron: Lady 
Hurd of Westwell. Dougie's mis¬ 
sus) blamed Nina (above) for a 
£2SM bill while here to perform 
for the charity. It also said she was 
rude on stage. "She was a night¬ 
mare." said a campaign type. Not 
so. says Nina. “She paid her bill. It 
was an MC who told the audience 
to be quiet, not Nina" savs her 
agent. "It was my bill that couldn’t 
be paid. A friend picked it up" 

Jasper Gerard 


Philip 

Howard 



■ And the People's 
High Priest spake 
unto the Peers 

T hen. Verily, the Lord 
declared unto the Com¬ 
mons FVople and unto 
the People's High Priest, Tony 
Blair. Five times have ye sent 
up to me your accursed Europe¬ 
an Elections Bill, even as many 
times as Benjamin’s portion 
was greater than any of the 
other "portions. And five times 
have 1 sent it back to you. yea, 
with my emendations. When 
will ye ever learn. O ye frew ard 
and naughty generation, which 
art as deaf as the adder thai 
creepeth upon Its belly to Jim 
Naughtie in ihe Dawn Wilder¬ 
ness of the Today programme? 

2. Accordingly the People’s 
High Priest summoned the 
Assembly of the People by 
blowing upon all the silver 
pagers and answerphones 
made of rams’ horns at Mill- 
bank Towers: and when the 
whole Assembly was gathered 
all together, with its Spin-Physi¬ 
cians and television cameras 
armed and ready for the fading 
bongs of the News at Ten 
trumpets, the High Priest Tony 
Blair spake unto the People in 
his wrath and said: 

3. First the good news: I 
have beaten the Andent Heredi¬ 
tary down to Ten Command¬ 
ments of the Lords. Next the 
bad news: adultery is still one 
of them. Next the inexplicable 
news: the Lords in their folly 
have chosen the open-list sys¬ 
tem for the Lottery of the 
Europeanites. But who are 
these Peers and Pharisees sud¬ 
denly to become so tender for 
the elect of the People? For, lo. 
they are descended from the 
most tightly closed list of all. 
being either descendants of the 
King’s Mistress unto the elev¬ 
enth and twelfth generations, 
or cronies of the Philistines. 

4. Moreover, democracy is 
by no means a Salient Feature 
of Holy Writ For in the days of 
our fathers My People cast 
their votes by lot, having done 
a loi of praying first. By lot they 
discovered a candidate. By lot 
they chose their MEPs. Yea. by 
lot they ordered the courses of 
men in office and derided a 
controversy. 

5. And when Judas Iscariot of 
Old Labour in Judaea went 
disastrously off-message and 
was terminally deselected from 
the party list, behold his succes¬ 
sor was chosen from a party 
shortlist. Two names were put 
forward: Joseph, who was 
known as Barsabbas. and 
Matthias. They drew lots and 
the lot fell on Matthias, who 
was then assigned a place in 
the CabineL 

6. That was a form of AV 
with a party-list concocted in 
an incense-filled room. And 
only under AV could we ach¬ 
ieve the scripturally correct 
results that the many that are 
first in the open lists shall be 
last, and the last shall be first 
The only example of PR with 
an open list for the People to 
choose from elected Barabbas. 
who was a robber. And he is 
not a happy precedent. 

7. Moreover. Children of the 
People, ye know full well rhar 
the ancient voting systems of 
our fathers known as Urim 
and Thummim were by no 
means one-man-one-vote or 
OMOV in the modern Scriptu¬ 
ral cor recti tude. in the original 
Hebrew, these words mean 
“shining” and “perfect” But 
according to St Jerome “doc¬ 
trine” and “judgment”. How- 
eversobeit, they were worn in 
the breastplate of the High 
Priest at election time, and 
seem ro have had much the 
same function as black balls 
and white balls among the 
Tribes of the Alhenaeumites 
and the Savilites. 

8. Therefore. O Children of 
the People, do ye desire a 
mighty man of valour, honest, 
straight-talking High Priest? 
Or do ye want me? For truth is 
what ve get From a politician 
who hath given up all hope of 
becoming High Priest 
9. Then all the People mur¬ 
mured. and imagined a vain 
thing. Notwithstanding, thev 
voted as the Whips told them. 

As bloody usual. 

10. And the Lords responded 
with a loud voice. Murmur us 
no plausible mumiurations. 
thou High Pnest. For we have 
no lime for PR. ATV, $rv. 
PVC. STD or others of your 
Unm and Ihummim. beloved 
by pscplxilogical nudniks and 
nerds. It in behoveth us to 
stand up for popular elections. 
First past the post has until 
now never been our slogan, 
unless we were given the start 
ol lhe generations of Methuse¬ 
lah. the grandfather of Noah 
But nothing in our hereditary 
fives shall become us as our 
leaving it. And we shall uo 
down with guns blazing. On a 
matter or principle. Which is as 
rare a creature as a Phoenix in 
the desert of politics. 


f 
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A fight on principle that must continue 


The confrontation between Lords and 

255?“ has revea,ed disturbing features 
of this Government’s attitude to power. In 
opposition, new Labour campaigned for 
devolution and decentralisation. In office, 
its tendency is to centralise and control. 
Instead of being attacked for rejecting the 
European Parliamentary Elections Bill, the 
House of Lords should be thanked for 
performing two services. It highlighted an 
e ^J° f n °* voters' rights, and revealed the 
need for an independent second chamber, 
able and brave enough to criticise a 
Government that enjoys a massive majori¬ 
ty in the House of Commons. 

Although the Government lost its Bill, it 
claims to have won a strategic victory. By 
defying the will of the elected chamber, 
ministers chant, the House of Lords has 
strengthened the Government’s case for 
removing the right of hereditary peers to sit 
and vote in the Upper Chamber. This is a 
tactic designed to confuse. The substance of 
this week's debate must be disentangled 
from the future of the Upper House. 

The House of Lords has not abused its 


power. Peers considered that stripping 
voters of their right to vote for the 
candidate of their choice, not just for a 
party, unpaired democracy. Since the 
Government failed to make a convincing 
case for dosed lists, peers were entirely 
justified in voting against the Bill five 
times. Voters at the general election did not 
[mow that the Labour Party intended to 
introduce closed lists. Labour said in its 
manifesto that it ‘long supported a 
proportional voting system for election to 
the European Parliament": the words 
"dosed lists" did not appear. 

By making a stand on this constitutional 
principle, the hereditary peers were not 
unwittingly signing the death warrant to 
their voting rights. They know that the 
Prime Minister holds the pen, and that the 
Bill to remove them from the Upper 


Chamber will be published in next week’s 
Queen's Speech. In the light of the reaction 
of Tony Blair and his Cabinet to peers' 
sound and well-reasoned arguments, the 
thinking behind dosed voting has come to 
appear all the more alarming. And instead 
of bolstering the Government’s plans for 
the reform of the House of Lords, this 
episode has exposed their weakness. 

The right of hereditary peers to vote in 
the second chamber cannot be defended. 
On this, virtually everyone — including 
Viscount Cranbome, The Conservative 
Leader in the Lords — agrees. At issue is 
what will replace the hereditary peers, and 
how a new arrangement would guarantee 
the second chamber's independence. Once 
the hereditary peers have been expelled, 
the second chamber will, for the time being 
at least, be dominated by political appoint¬ 
ees. Rejecting charges that the Lords would 
then be "Mr Blair’s poodle", the Govern¬ 
ment has promised a royal commission to 
look at further reforms. Yet the Prime 
Minister’s attack on the House of Lords for 
frustrating “the will of the democratically 
elected House of Commons" will heighten 
concern that Iris intention is indeed as the 
Tories suggest to emasculate the second 
chamber. The whole point of the Upper 
House is that it must be able to review, 
scrutinise, criticise and amend government 
legislation. Would Mr Blair allow a 
reformed second chamber to challenge 
government legislation? 

In opposition. Mr Blair appeared to 
recognise the importance of this constitu¬ 
tional question. When a rebellion of Tory 
peers overturned a Conservative Bill, he 
rejoiced, claiming it was “a resounding 
victory for common sense". This week has 
seen another such victory. In taking their 
stand on so clear an issue of democratic 
principle, the Lords have acted in the 
public interest Their cause remains just 
They should fight on. 


D’ALEMA’S DILEMMA 


The Kurds must be faced down 


Abdullah Ocalan, the leader of the PKK 
(Kurdish Workers Party), is a brutal 
terrorist, responsible for thousands of 
deaths, widespread intimidation and the 
political deception of millions of fellow 
Kurds. His reported renunciation of 
violence in Rome this week is a transparent 
attempt to evade extradition to Turkey to 
face charges of waging a 14-year guerrilla 
war that has claimed more than 35,000 
lives, ruined much of southeastern Turkey 
and led to a spiral of violence and array 
reprisals that have set back Kurdish 
autonomy for years. 

His arrival in Rome has led to an 
immediate crisis between Italy and Turkey. 
Thousands of Kurds have converged on the 
city. Marches in other European capitals 
have swiftly turned to violence, and 
supporters have immolated themselves in 
public squares. Turkey, meanwhile, has 
erupted in fury at suggestions of asylum 
for a man most hold responsible for a 
debilitating civil war and the stunting of 
democratic politics. Consumers are boycott¬ 
ing Italian goods. Protesters have smashed 
up Italian businesses. Diplomatic relations 
between these two Nato allies may be 
broken. 

Massimo D'Alema’s Government has 
been taken by surprise. Nonplussed by the 
Turkish anger, its reaction has been as 
naive and inept as those European 
sympathisers who see in Mr Ocalan a 
symbol of the just struggle by Kurds 
against an oppressive Turkish State. 
Signor D'Alema’s dilemma is that he can 
ill-afford to alienate a country as strategical¬ 
ly vital as Turkey — which also happens to 
be an important Italian trading partner; 
but fashionable liberation ideology so 
blinkers him and left-wing supporters to 
the nature of PKK atrocities that extradi¬ 
tion would cause uproar at home as well as 
riotina on the streets by Kurds. 

The PKK is as adept with propaganda as 


it is vicious with the gun. and has long 
played on European sympathy for the 
Kurdish cause. For generations the Kurds, 
the largest nation without a homeland, 
have suffered at the hands of those 
governments where they live. But in 
Turkey the}’ have been particularly op¬ 
pressed, banned from using their lan¬ 
guage. forced into cultural assimilation, 
politically emasculated and denied any 
minority rights. The Turkey Army opera¬ 
tions against activists are marked by 
unremitting brutality and torture, the 
wholesale burning of sympathetic villages 
and a police state vigilance that fans a 
burning hatred of Ankara’s rule. 

Successive Turkish Governments have 
tried to break this spiral, but have all been 
thwarted by PKK ruthlessness which has 
deliberately provoked the Army in keeping 
with the Marxist revolutionary maxim that 
the worse the oppression, the greater the 
popular support for “liberation” move¬ 
ments. The PKK has used drug smuggling, 
intimidation — especially of fellow Kurds 
in Germany — and the assassination of 
tourists to further its aims, all propounded 
by Mr Ocalan from his safe haven in 
Damascus until his recent expulsion. 

Italy argues that its Constitution forbids 
extradition to any country enforcing the 
death penalty. This extrapolation of two 
articles — the right of asylum to anyone 
denied in his home country the liberties 
enjoyed by Italians and the banning of the 
death penalty in Italy — leaves little room 
for Mr Ocalan’s return to Ankara. But it 
should not be manipulated to give shelter 
ro a dangerous terrorist. Nor should it 
preclude sending him to Germany, where 
he is also wanted for murder. Bonn is loath 
to stir up mayhem among its two million 
Turks and Kurds. But political courage 
and ethical consistency' demand that it 
hand an extradition request to Rome as 
soon as possible. 


GOING, GOING, BONG 


For whom Big Ben tolls 


. .the nation mourns one of 
est-loved traditions. Last night 
Bie Ben tolled the death knell 
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Angela Rippon. Her wide-eyed sincerity 
and satirically arched brows seduced the 
attention of even the most resilient male. 

jViews at Ten will always hold a special 
place in television history. Its end is the end 
of a soap opera and the public will face it 
with the same sort of nostalgia felt at the 
putting down of some old and arthritic 
family pet. But it had to be done. Digital 
television is creating a fast-changing 
marketplace, and News at Ten, plonking 
itself down in the centre of the evening 
schedule like an old and smelly labrador, 
was hobbling ITV’s ability to compete. 
Where other channels use peak viewing 
times for uninterrupted film or drama, ITV 
was faced with 1 a severe fall-off in viewing 
numbers — and, consequently, of advertis¬ 
ing revenue — as it found itself forced to 
bisect its own dramas and films. 

Parents, grandparents and their grand¬ 
children, who over the years have sar down 
together to share on News at Ten the 
unfurlina and analysis of the world s mo st 
important events, will take time to grow 
accusromed to a new schedule, to the 
bulletins which will now come at 630 and 
11.00 pm. But the time for the last bong has 
come. No news at ten will in the end be 
eood news for viewers. 


The unelected in defence of free electoral choice 


From Mr Nigel Bedrock 

Sir. The dosed-] 1st system is seen to be 
unfair to some because it breaks the 
link between the constituents and 
their political representative (letters, 
November 17 and 18). This link is 
completely bogus. 

We don’t know the individuals on 
the ballot papers, we never asked 
them to be candidates, and when they 
get elected they are whipped accord¬ 
ing to party thinking. Many Mem¬ 
bers of Parliament are so keen to be 
reflected as candidates that they 
never stray far from the party line, so 
we might as well vote for parties and 
be done with this fallacy. (Remember 
the Tories being shepherded into the 
lobbies to push through the poll tax?) 

Oh yes, and if there is such a dose 
link between me and my MP why has 
he/she never knocked on my door? 

Yours faithfully, 

NIGEL BEDROCK. 

50 Hatch Road, Norbury, SW16 4PN. 
nigeL bedrock® virgin, net 
November 19. 


From Dr Alan M. Calverd 

Sir, Like most adults,! do not need to 
be led, and like most Englishmen. I do 
not want to be governed. 1 do however 
need to be represented, so 1 campaign 
and vote for parliamentary candi¬ 
dates whose views most closely agree 
with mine, but use the advocacy of 
whoever is eventually chosen by the 
local electorate and sworn to serve us 
all. Thousands have striven and 
suffered to establish a Parliament In 
which an MP or MEP represents me 
and is accountable tome — even if we 
disagree on strategic matters. This 
gives legitimacy to Parliament 
Should any future election be held 
on a party-list system, with central 


selection of candidates and distribu¬ 
tion of sham representatives, I shall 
abandon a lifetime’s commitment to 
the Labour Party and work for 
whichever group promises to repeal it 
and restore personal candidates. 

Political parties are at best an 
expedient and at worst an excrescence 
of democracy: they have no place in 
our constitution, and must not be 
given one. 

Yours sincerelv, 

ALAN CALVE RD, 

35 Badgers. Bishops Stortford, 
Hertfordshire CM23 4ET. 

November 17. 

From Mr Max Morris 

Sir. How modest of Robert Evans, 
MEP, in his impassioned support of 
the dosed list for the European 
elections (letter, November IT), not to 
mention that he will be number three 
on Labour's London list and so is 
virtually ensured of election by this 
method. 

Yours etc, 

MAX MORRIS. 

44 Coolhurst Road. N8 8EU. 
November 17. 


From Sir Bryan Thwaites 

Sir, Your leading article today, “Let 
the people choose", and the Chief 
Executive of the Electoral Reform 
Society (letter, November IS) are the 
latest to use the phrases "unelected 
peers” and “unelected Lords" to refer 
ro hereditary peers. But this is merely 
newspeak. All peers are unelected. 

Moreover, all peers are life peers in 
the sense that they remain members 
of the House until death — a practice 
which would be derided in every other 
field of public administration. 


No, Sir: the issue is not hereditary- 
versus-Ufe but the much more funda¬ 
mental one of how all members of the 
Upper House should come to be there 
and for how long. 

Yours faithfully. 

BRYAN THWAITES, 

Milnthorpe. 

Winchester SOZ2 4NF. 

November 18. 


From Lord Pearson of Rannoch 
[Conservative) 

Sir, Peter Riddell unfairly describes 
the Labour life peer Lord S tod dart of 
Swindon as “one of the most sanctimo¬ 
nious and disagreeable members of 
either House" fAn open and shut 
case for getting rid of hereditary 
peers". November 17). 

David Stoddart’s many qualities 
include courage, tenacity, a great 
sense of humour and an honourable 
Eurosceptidsm. None of these may 
appeal ro Mr Riddell, because he does 
not appear to share them. 

Yours faithfully, 

PEARSON of RANNOCH, 

House of Lords. 

November 17. 


From Mr John Nicholson 

Sir, Watching the unelected House of 
Lords exerdse its privileged “right" to 
block the House of Commons, in the 
latter’s undemocratic scheme to 
“close" voter choice in future elections, 
is ro watch the indefensible defending 
itself against the indefensible. 

Yours, 

JOHN NICHOLSON, 

58 Lang dale Road, 

Manchester M14 5PN. 

November 19. 


Grammar schools 

From Sir Rhodes Boyson 

Sir, Your leading artide. "Labour's 
blindspot” (November 16: see also 
letter, November 17), is quite right to 
defend the few remaining grammar 
schools. What is wanted in British 
education is more variety, not less. 

In any case, we do not have 
comprehensive schools in Britain, we 
have neighbourhood schools and 
parents buy a better education for 
their children by purchasing a house 
near a prestigious school Is this sodal 
justice? 

Bring back the grammar schools 
and give the bright working-class 
child a real chance in life again. 

Yours sincerely. 

RHODES BOYSON 
(Education Minister. 1979-83), 
Laneham, 

71 Paines Lane, 

Pinner. Middlesex HA56 3BX. 
November 17. 


School inspections 

From Mr Mosryn Phillips 

Sir. The Chief Inspector of Schools, 
Chris Woodhead (letter, November 
11). must know the National Union of 
Teachers’ position, since we sent him 
a copy of our proposals in July 1997. 

We made it dear to him that, within 
a balance of internal and external 
school evaluation. local education 
authorities (LEAs) should have an 
inspection, not just a “monitoring" 
role. We also argued that, to ensure 
impartiality, members of LEA teams 
would be partly made up of inspectors 
from other LEAs, ensuring objective 
inspections. 

At the heart of our school evalua¬ 
tion proposals is the prindple that 
those who inspect and make judg- 
r’-nts should be those in a position to 
assist schools to improve — some¬ 
thing which Ofsted inspectors are 
expressly forbidden to do. 

Yours faithfully, 

MOSTYN PHILLIPS 
(Chair). 

NUT Education and 

Equal Opportunities Committee. 

Hamilton House. 

Mabledon Place. WCIH 9BD. 
November 4. 


From Mr Alan Shoote 
Sir, I was interested to read Chris 
Wcwdhead’s description of Ofsted 
inspections as “rigorous external 
inspections" providing real accounta¬ 
bility. The reality is that the quality of 
inspectors varies almost as much as 
the quality of the schools they inspect 

The following quotation from a 
recent report received by me perhaps 
illustrates the “rigorous" nature of an 
inspection. It is referring to the quality 
of a games lesson. 

In some cases, pupils’ attention was not 
helped by the noise of passing trains and by 
the noise of wind in the many trees. 

Whilst one could cut down every 
tree on a school site, to reroute a 
railway line, already half a mile 
distant would be more difficult 

Yours sincerely, 

ALAN SHOOTE 
(Headteacher), 

Marywood Cottage. 

CrowfieldL Suffolk IP6 9SZ. 

November 17. 
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Those who seek to oust Saddam 


From MrRandhir Singh Bains 

Sir. In his BBC Radio 5 Live interview 
(report November 17), Robin Cook 
called for the removal of Saddam 
Hussein and said that Britain would 
work with the Iraqi opposition to 
achieve this end. 

Britain is a signatory to the UN 
Declaration on die Inadmissibility of 
Intervention in the Internal Affairs of 
States and on the Protection of their 
Sovereignly, which was adopted by 
the UN General Assembly on Decem¬ 
ber 21.1965. Under the declaration, no 
state has the right to intervene, 
directly or indirectly, for any reason 
whatsoever, in the internal affairs of 
any other state. 

By attempting to oust Saddam 
Hussein, Britain would be violating 
this declaration. Robin Cook, surely, 
cannot expect Britain to act both as 
protector — the raison d'etre of 
Britain’s military presence in the Gulf 
—as well as the violator of internation¬ 
al law. 

Yours faithfully. 

RANDHrR SINGH BAINS, 

34 Shere Road, 

Gants Hill, Essex IG2 GTG. 
November 17. 


From Mr Alan J. Crocket 

Sir, Michael Gove was this morning 
provided with 25 column inches to 
advocate murder ("Let's give the 
butcher the chop"). 


There is no doubt that, given the 
same platform as your columnist 
Saddam Hussein could equally well 
“justify" any of the numerous liquida¬ 
tions for which he is responsible with 
the same kind of seductive appeal to 
considerations of expediency ■ and 
convenience. 

All murder is a moral outrage and 
an abomination. That this requires 
explicit expression in your pages is 
itself shamefuL 

Yours faithfully, 

ALAN J. CROCKET, 

179 Maxwell Drive. 

Glasgow G41 5AE. 

November 17. 


From Mr David Button 

Sir, How might we act as judge, jury 
and executioner in assassinating 
Saddam yet still support international 
justice through the courts at The 
Hague? Michael Gove claims to 
argue the case for assassination of th is 
dreadful man but surprisingly scarce¬ 
ly touches on the legal or moral issues 
of such action. If he had done so we 
then might have judged what other 
national leaders could be prudently 
knocked off. 

Yours sincerely, 

DAVID BUTTON. 

Little Morgrove, Perrymead, 

Bath, Somerset BA2 5AZ. 

November 17. 


Global wanning 

From Mr John L Milligan 

Sir, You report today that the savings 
on doing one's Christmas shopping in 
New York more than cover the 
modest cost of the air fare. In the same 
edition, Mr K. R. Rollinson's letter 
points out that air travel makes the 
largest contribution of all means of 
transport per mile travelled to carbon 
dioxide loading of the atmosphere. 

Thus although the economy of New 
York shopping may show up in an 
individual's bank balance, it does 
little to minimise the impact of our 
activities on one of the causes of global 
warming. 

This example highlights the need 
for a reassessment of the cost assump¬ 
tions that underpin the operation of 
global business. In particular, those 
who make derisions on transport 
have no reason currently to consider 


the underlying environmental cost 
involved in the movement of people 
and goods around the world. In order 
to challenge this it will be necessary to 
ensure that such costs are entered into 
the equation. 

As this is a world problem if can 
only really be addressed by a global, 
rather than national, approach. If. as 
a way in, nations agreed to impose a 
global duty on aviation fuel the cost of 
air travel/air freight would then 
better reflect its environmental costs. 

The proceeds of this duty could be 
used" to put increased resources 
behind research into global warming 
and the development of technologies 
ro reduce the adverse impact on the 
environment of our travel and trans¬ 
port activities. 

Yours faithfully, 

JOHN L MILLIGAN. 

St Edith's Farmhouse, 

Kemsing, Kent TN15 6PT. 

November 14. 


Feminine angels 

From the Reverend 
D. M. Greenhalgh 

Sir. Grammatically the Greek New 
Testament angel is undoubtedly mas¬ 
culine (Mr H. H. Huxley’s letter. 
November 16). but in fad angels are 
sexless. 

Confronted with the poser about the 
woman who had seven husbands, 
Jesus said that the children of the res¬ 
urrection “neither marry, nor are giv¬ 
en in marriage ... for they are equal 
unto the angels" (Luke xx. 35-36). 

Yours truly, 

DAVID GREENHALGH, 

3 Cricket Lawns, 

Oakham, Rutland LE15 6HT. 
November 16. 


from Mrs Maria Fremlin 

Sir, I can assure Mr Huxley that 
people have been puzzled by the 
angels’ gender since at least 1453. 

1 was brought up in Portugal on the 
popular belief that when the Turkish 


Ottomans besieged Constantinople 
the court did not notice because they 
were engrossed in discussing the 
angels’ sex. 

In my country this episode is often 
used as a metaphor to describe those 
whose inattention to real issues leads 
to disaster. 

Your faithful servant, 

MARIA FREMLIN, 

251 re ton Road. Colchester C03 3AT. 
mfrvmlin @usa . net 

From Mr T. Nash 

Sir, The new Christmas stamps are 
simply acknowledging a fact of 
modem life. Pollution by substances 
which mimic feminising hormones is 
now widespread. Angels must be 
particularly sensitive and may have 
been the first to succumb, but other 
spedes are being affected too. 

Yours faithfully, 

T. NASH, 

Lenthay Court, Lenthay Road, 
Sherborne. Dorset DT9 6BQ. 
November 17. 


Tread softly when 

visiting the Taj 

From Sir Ronald Preston 

Sir. In your leading article, ’The 
tender Taj" (November 17; see also 
reports, same day), you recommend 
that, to avoid erosion, visitors should 
be provided with overshoes before 
visiting the Taj Mahal at Agra. In fact 
visitors are already obliged to take off 
their shoes at the forecourt and 
perambulate barefoot round the mon¬ 
ument — a hazardous enterprise in 
the pouring rain on the wet and 
slippery white marble surface, as I 
discovered recently. 

In general the Indian authorities 
are to be congratulated for the way 
they are preserving historical monu¬ 
ments. including many from the Raj. 1 
also visited the ruins of the Residency 
at Lucknow, scene of the five-month 
siege of the British garrison and 
non-combatants during the troubles 
of IS57. The battle-scarred buildings, 
together with the now landscaped 
grounds, have been preserved exactly 
as they were at the end of the siege, as 
have the gravestones of those who fell 
there. 

Likewise preserved is the obelisk, in 
another part of the town, marking the 
tomb of General Sir Henry Havelock. 
Victorian hero of the relief of Luck¬ 
now, whose statue stands on a plinth 
in Trafalgar Square. 

Yours faithfully, 

RONALD PRESTON, 

68 Saxmundham Road, 

Aideburgh, Suffolk 1P15 SPA 
November 17. 


Spike and the Goons 

From Mr S. R. Hyde 

Sir. David Bradbury and Joe Mo 
Grath are right to draw attention to 
Spike- Milligan's part in knocking the 
stuffiness out of postwar British 
society (interview, Weekend, Novem¬ 
ber 14). 

The Goons were universally ad¬ 
mired by adolescents and teenagers of 
my generation, and plots, jokes and 
silly voices were rehearsed ad nause¬ 
am to the dismay of our parents and 
teachers. The mad humour helped us 
cope with life in a rather drab society 
where officialdom propagated pom¬ 
posity. 

The BBC World Service played its 
part in spreading this joyful message 
to the colonies, presumably far the 
benefit of British expatriates. A 
Ugandan Asian lad on my degree 
course at Portsmouth in the early 
1960s said that his family had also 
greatly enjoyed the broadcasts. Half 
of them did not speak English and 
none of them understood the jokes, 
but the gales of spontaneous laughter 
from the studio audience delighted 
them. Tuning across the short-wave 
band in the 1950s. amid stodgy Cold 
War propaganda broadcasts. British 
humour stood out like a beacon. 

Spike and his colleagues deserve 
our respect. 

Yours, etc, 

S. R. HYDE, 

38 Prestbury Road, 

Cheltenham GL522DA. 
royhyde@pitvillas.freeserve.co.uk 
November 17. 


Getting in line 

From Mr Martin Harrison 

Sir, Mr John Maher and Mr G. A. 
McKenzie are right about the queue’s 
foreign origin (letters, November 6 
and 10). According to the Memoirs of 
Madame de la Tour du Pin (Century 
Publishing, 1985), “queue" was the 
name given to a breadline formed 
outside a baker's shop during the 
Terror in revolutionary France. It 
seems that timid people took some 
pleasure in the queue, as a form of 
lawful assembly where they could 
with comparative safety talk to their 
neighbours. 

The traditional English custom of 
standing around, not in line but 
detached from one another, may still 
sometimes be observed near the 
automatic telling machines of high 
street banks, no Englishman caring to 
be a dose witness of another's 
finandal transaction. 

Yours faithfully, 

MARTIN HARRISON. 

11 Grosvenor Hill Court, 

Bourdon Street WIX 9HT. 

November 10. 


Oeufs en concrete? 

From .Mr Eric Davies 

Sir. I look forward to Delia Smith 
explaining how to cook the surfeit of 
dinosaur eggs that have been discov¬ 
ered (report, November 18). 

Yours etc, 

ERIC DAVIES. 

II Heatherfield. 

Buriton. Hampshire GU31 5RY. 
November 18. 


Legal costs 

From Mr John Keevill 

Sir, Three hundred pounds for a pair 
of trousers for the Lord Chancellor 
(report, November 17)? Is this another 
costly Labour cover-up? 

Yours sincerely, 

JOHN KEEVILL 
Forest Oak. Milton Road, 
Wokingham, Berkshire RG401DD. 
john@towerleasing.co.uk 
November 17. 
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COURT CIRCULAR 


BUCKINGHAM PALACE 
November 19: The Duke of Edin¬ 
burgh this morning received the 
Ambassador from Ukraine (His 
Excellency Professor VokxJymyr 
vassylenko). 

His Royal Highness, President, 
afterwards chaired a meeting of 
the Royal Mint Advisory Commit¬ 
tee at Buckingham Palace. 

CLARENCE HOUSE 
November 19; Queen Elizabeth 
The Queen Mother, CoJond-in- 
Chkf, The Black Watch (Royal 
Highland Regiment), was present 
this evening at a Reception given 
fay the London Branch of The 
Black Watch Association at the 
Vkaray Services Out 

Dame Frances Campbefl-Pies- 
ton and Captain William de Rouet 
were in attendance. 

STJAMESS PALACE 
November 19: The Ptince of Wales. 
President, this morning attende d a 
meeting of The Prince's Trust 
Council at Park Square East. 
Reoenfs Park. London. 

His Royal Highness, Patron, the 
Guinness Trust, this afternoon 
attended the launch of the Guin¬ 
ness Trust Landscape Guide at St 
James's Palace. 

The Prince of Wales. Chairman, 
the Royal Collection Trust, later 
chaired a trustees meeting at St 
James’s Mace. 

His Royal Highness this 
evening attended a Concert given 
by the English Chamber Orches¬ 
tra and afterwards gaw a Dinner 
at Windsor Casde. 
BUCKINGHAM PALACE 
Noranber 19: The Duke of York 
this morning visited the British 
High Commission in Tanga. 

His Royal Highness afterwards 
visited Tonga High School and die 
Royal School of Science. 

The Duke of York was later 
entertained to Lunch by Prince 
Uhikalala-Lavaka-Aia. 

His Royal Highness this after¬ 
noon deported f-tia'amotu Airport 
for Samoa. 

November I& The Duke of York, 
having crossed the IntemationaJ 
Date Line, later arrived at Faleoto 
Airport and was received by the 
British High Catmnissianer to the 
Independent Stale of Samoa (His 
Excellency Mr Martin Williams). 

His Royal Highness subsequent¬ 
ly called upon Maljprpa Taniiirmfi - 


li II at Government House, Apia. 

The Duke of York this evening 
attended a Reception given by 
Malleus TanumafiB II at the 
partiamou braiding. 

November 19: The Prince Edward, 
Trustee. The Duke of Edinburg’s 
Award, today gave a Lunch at 
Frogmore House. Windsor. 

November 19: The Princess Royal. 
Patron. Spinal Injuries Associa¬ 
tion. this evening attended a Gala 
Ball at the Dorchester Hold. Park 
Lane. London. 

KENSINGTON PALACE 
November 19: The Duke of 
Gloucester, Deputy Colonel—in- 
Chief. The Royal Gloucestershire. 
Berkshire and Wiltshire Regiment, 
this rooming received lieutenant 
Colonel Richard Hall upon relin¬ 
quishing his appointment as Com¬ 
manding Officer 1st Battalion and 
lieutenant Colonel Patrick Tomlin¬ 
son upon assuming the appoint¬ 
ment. and Lieutenant Colonel 
Stephen Qrisde upon rrtmqtrish- 
ing his appointment as Cammand- 
ing Officer 2nd (Volunteer) Battal¬ 
ion and Lieutenant Goiond 
Michael MOtUm Upon amumiiig 
the appointment. 

His Royal Highness. President, 
British Consultants Bureau, this 
afternoon presented the Consult¬ 
ants of the Year Awards at 1 
Whitehall Place, Westminster, Lon¬ 
don. 

The Duke of Gloucester. Deputy 
Colonel-in-Chief. The Royal 
Gloucestershire. Berkshire and 
Wiltshire Regiment tins evening 
aHmriwl the Annual Regimental 
Dinner at the Army and Navy 
Cluh. Pall Mall. London. 

ST JAMES'S PALACE 
November 19: The Duke erf Kent 
Patron. London P hilhar monic Or¬ 
chestra. this evening attended a 
Concert at the Royal Festival Hall 
London. 

THATCHED HOUSE LODGE 
November 19: Princess Alexandra 
this evening attended a Music 
Tour of Ely Cathedral given by the 
Cathedra] Choir and was reedved 
by Her Majesty* Lord-Lieutenant 
of Cambridgeshire (Mr James 
Crowden). 


The Queen has been graciously 
pleased to appoint the Reverend 
Canon Mil Thomas to be a Priest 
in Ordinary to Her Majesty. 


Today’s royal 
engagements 

The Princess Royal, patron. Victim 
Support Scotland, wfll attend a 
national council meeting at the 
Gty Chambers. High Street. Edin¬ 
burgh, at 1100; as president, tbe 
Princess Royal Trust for Carers, 
mil attend a luncheon at Adam 
and Company, Charlotte Square, 
at 1250; will open Armfield House, 
58 Annfidd Gardens. Stirling at 
115: and as a Fellow, the Royal 
Scottish Geographical Society, will 
give a dinner at the Palace of 
Holyroodhouse at 7JO. 

Princess Margaret, president, the 
Royal Scottish Society for Preven¬ 
tion of Cruelty to Children, will 
attend the Touch of Tartan Ball in 
aid of the society at the Beach 
Ballroom. Aberdeen at 8.00. 


School news 

Duke of Real School 
Tbe Governors of Duke of Kent 
School announce the appomtmera 
of Dr Abm Cameron, MA. PhD. as 
Headmaster front September I. 
1999, to succeed Mr Roger Wilson 
on his retirement. Dr Cameron is 
at present a housemaster at Cran- 
leigh School. 

Wimerfold House School 
The Governors announce the ap¬ 
pointment of WtDian) lbbetson- 
Price. MA. of Tbe Oratory School, 
Berkshire, as Headmas te r of Win- 
terfaJd in succession to Simon 
Arbuthnoa who retires in July 
after 22 years. A series of events in 
1999 is planned, and Old Boys 

interested should contact the 
school-01562 777234. 


Sandford St 
Martin Trust 

Dr Eamon Duffy presented the 
Sandford St Martin Trust Awards 
for outstanding religious pro¬ 
grammes on radio in the past two 
years at a reception and luncheon 
held yesterday at Lambeth Mace, 
by praissfon of die Archbishop of 
Canterbury. The Very Rev Mkhad 
Mayne, KCVO. Chairman of the 
Trust, reedved the guests. The 
Chair of the Judges was Ms 
Gillian Reynolds. 

The Academy of 
Medical Sciences 

Tbe Inaugural General Meeting of 
the newly-formed Academy of 
Medical Sciences took place an 
November 16 at 6 Carton House 
Terrace. Sir Michael Atiyah. OM, 
FRS, (Chairman of the responsible 
Working Rirty) spoke an the 
Conception af Ak Academy . Sir 
Leslie Ihniberg (Vice President) on 
its Birth and Professor Peter 
Lachmann. FRS. (Resident) on the 
Future. Tbe meeting was followed 
by a re c e p tion. 


Appointments 

The Earl of Leicester has been 
elected President of the Historic 
Houses Association and Mr Janies 
Her vey-Bathurst Deputy Pres- 

Dr David Goodbourn to be Gener¬ 
al Secretary of the Council erf 
Churches for Britain and Ireland, 
in succession to the Rev John 
Reardon. Dr Goodbourn. Dean of 
the Scottish Churches Open Col¬ 
lege, takes over in March. 



Foster’s air museum wins £20,000 prize 


By Marcus Binney 

the bookies have been confounded as 
Sir Norman Foster's American Air 
Museum at RAF Dtufbrd in Cambridge¬ 
shire won British architecture’s most 
coveted award, the £20.000 Stirling Prize. 

Ladbrokes had placed tbe controver¬ 
sial British Library as odds-on favourite. 
Though noton tbe original shortlist, the 
library, which was severely criticised by 
MPs for its cost overruns and aesthetic 
shortcomings, had been called in by tbe 
judges at tbe last moment 

Foster win take double satisfaction 
from the fact that bis Duxford museum 
has already been declared joint winner, 
in June, of the Birikfing of tbe Year 
award for 1998 made by British Sky 
Broadcasting and the Royal Fine Ait 
Commission. 

Tbe Stirling award, sponsored by The 


Sunday Times, and now in its third year, 
is named after the late Sir James Stiriing, 
architect of the co nt r o versial Number 
One Poultry building in the City, often 
cruelly compared to a slice of Battenbnrg 

Tbe air museum has not been without 
Its critics, inducting American airmen 
who have found that the all-over concrete 
roof caste a shadow on the specta c ular 
collection of planes inside.The citation 
for the award reads: “It has become a 
memorial to some of tbe thousands of 
American bomber and tighter crews who 
died during the last war. As such, it has 
so methin g of the hushed calm of a 
cathedral, its planes crewed by ghosts.” 

The centrepiece of the museum is an 
immense B52 bomber. The citation 
continues: “like many another Foster 
bmkLing, ft is dramatic and aweinspir¬ 
ing. It is one very simple idea — the great 


curving hang ar — but replete with 
imagery from ancient earthworks to the 
cockpit of a modem jet fighter.” 

No fewer than four out of tbe 11 
buDdin;^ on the shortlist were in 
Germany. The Stiriing Prize allows 
buildings by British architects outside 
Britain to be proposed as well as 
h nildin gs by overseas architects with UK 
affiliati ons. 

The shortlist inducted Foster's Com¬ 
merzbank headquarters in Frankfurt 
Europe’s tallest skyscraper, remarkable 
for its series of gardens in the sky. 

The judges were James Dyson, design¬ 
er and industralist Marco Goldschmied. 
partner of Richard Rogers: the architect 
Sunand Prasad: Michael Wflford, 
f ormer partner of Sir James Stirling? tbe 
president of the RIBA. David Rock and 
the architecture correspondent of The 
Sunday Times. Hugh Pearman. 


Birthdays today 

Tbday is the 5lst anniversary of the 
marriage of the Queen to the Duke 
of Edinburgh. 

Mr M.C. Alexander, writer. 78t 
Lord Archer of Sandwefl. QC. 72: 
the Hon Hugh Astor. former 
deputy chairman. The Times. 78; 
Sir Peter Badge, former Chirf 
Metropolitan Stipendiary Magis¬ 
trate. 67; Mr Gareth ChikoG. 
rugby player, 42; Mr Wallace 
Clark. Vke-Lord-Lieutenant of 
County Londonderry, 72: Mr 
Alistair Cooke. KBE, journalist 
and broadcaster. 90: Judge Mark 
Dyer. 70; Mr R.M. Francis, art 
historian. 51; Mr Joseph J. Gagge- 
ro, chairman, GB Airways, 71; Sir 
Alan Goodison. former diplomat. 
72: Miss Nadine Go nfim er . au¬ 
thor. 75; Miss Dulrie Gray, actress 
and authoress, 7& Mis Ptadope 
Hothouse, horticulturist. 69; the 
Earl of Home, 55; Mr Aubrey 
Jones, former MP. 87: Sir Michael 
laihani- former MP. 56c MrJAS. 
McPherson. Lord-Lieutenant of 
GranqNan Region. 71; Sir Richard 
Morris, chemical engineer. 71 Sir 
David Price, former MP. 74 Mr 
Steve Smith, athlete, 26. 


Bakers’ Company 

Mr Christopher Gilford. Master of 
the Bakers’ Company, with’ the 
Wardens, preskied at an awards 
ceremony held yesterday at Bak¬ 
ers’ Hall for students of the 
National Bakery School of the 
South Bank Un i versity. Professor 
Gerald Bembaum, Vice-Chancel¬ 
lor, and Professor C P Clare. Dean 
of foe Faculty of Engineering. 
Science and Technology, were 
present. Craig Waters, the Top 
Student of the Bakery SchooL was 
presented with toe Company Med¬ 
al and the Freedom of the Compa¬ 
ny, and Bakers* Co m p any Bina¬ 
ries were prese nt ed to Emma 
Barer, Janet Morgan and Margo 
Duncan. Owen Burton scholar¬ 
ships were presented to the follow¬ 
ing: 

Smdirai Sakmnmhq Let J a w. Ffcwwaz 
Khzyyai. WadcteU Bittxr. Lob Cano, 
□nm Bffmfci. Bum iu. KaJituwakfcu. 
R Ka A nmp-Rmon. Abm Boo. Ja mes 
A rt i ra dcmi JiivJu. George Jtanooak^ 
Gregory Renomdos. Saman t ha RmS. 
ChrBriKAdHBun-Moiett.Oh&m()ke Atten¬ 
ds. Har ries Blea chuy . J em i ma tand-Da- 
paah. Rose Agyemang. Ffebda Men mh amt 
Aha Ow uro- l fk yn T- 


Service dinners 

HMS Manchester 
Captain N. Morisetti. CSO (Plans) 
to Flag Officer Surface Flotilla, 
was die guest of honour at a dinner 
hdd last night on board HMS 
M gnchesimr tB marie the a nnl ve r s a - 

iy of the Battle of Taranto. 
Lieutenant Commander KJ. 
Broadley presided. Commander 
DA. HaBkhty. Commanding Offic¬ 
er, was present.- 

The Black Watch Association 
Queen Elizabeth. The Queen Moth¬ 
er. Coksid-in-Chkf of Tbe Black 
Watch. a reception held 

last nigit at die Victory Services 
dub before the annual dinner af 
the lundon branch of the Blade 
Watch Association. She was re¬ 
ceived by Brigadier G-C. Barnett. 
fWmri of me R e giment and 
Colonel R_LL Ker. branch chair- 
man. who presided. 

Royal Gloucestershire Berkshire 
and WBtsinre Regiment 
The Duke of Gloucester, Deputy 
C otaneHn-Ch ief. ^ The Royal 
Gloucestershire Berkshire and 
Wiltshire Regiment attended the 

annual dinner held last night at 
the Army St Navy Club. Major- 
General Robin Grist Cofond of 
the Regiment presided. 

Hie Qoeeak Royal Lanecrs 
Lieutenant-General Sir Ridrerd 
Swinbura. Colonel of The Queen'S 
Royal Lancers, presided at the 
a nnual officers’ dinner held last 
night at die Cavalry & Guards 
Club, Piccadilly. 

RAF Strike Command 
Air Marshal T. Jenner received the 
guests a! a dining-in night (tinner 
held last night at Headquarters 
Strike Command. RAF High Wy¬ 
combe. to mark the retirement of 
Squadnm Leader N. Cobb. Group 
Captain J. W. White presided. 
U ni vers i ty of London Air 

Squadron 

Air Marshal Sir PMer Squire, 
Deputy Chief of Che Defence Staff 
(Programmes and Personnel) and 
Professor G J. Zeflick. Vice-Chan¬ 
cellor of London University, were 
the guests of honour at a dinner of 
tbe University of London Air 
Squadron held last night at the 
Squadron* Town Headquarters. 
Wing Co mm ander RJA Pdwett, 
Squadron Commander, presided. 


Dinners 

Angfo-Portngaese Society 
Mr Robin Cook. Secretary of State 
for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, and Dr Jaime Gama, 
Portuguese Foreign Minister, were 
tbe guests of honour and speakers 
at tbe annual dinner of tbe 
Angfo-Rntuguese Society held last 
night at the Tangham Hilton 
Hotel The Pbrtuguese Ambassa¬ 
dor. president of tbe society, 
presided and received die guests 
with Mrs Faria and Mr David 
ftjwnall, chairman of the executive 
committee, and Mr Fownafl. 
Among others present were: 

the Ambassador of Aoeoti sad Scnhora Da 
Con JaandB, the High Conamssiatercf 
MonmtaoDe and Mrs de Kotom*. HM 
Ambassador lo Portugal, the Honorary 
V to - ftn idBB rf *e Society, the Chairman 
of the AngtoOmSm Society and Cocroess 
Si AJdwyn. the Director-General of Cunning 
House and the Warden of Si Antony's 
OAre: Oxford. 

Co mpan y of Coadmakera and 
Coach Harness Makers 
Admiral Sir Derek ReffeU. Master 
of tbe Company of Coach makers 
and Coach Harness Makers, pre¬ 
sided al the annual Aircraft Indus¬ 
try dmner held last night at Barber 
Surgeons* HalL Air Chief Marshal 
Sir Patrick {-fine was the principal 
guest During the evening tbe 
Master presented Miss Jenny 
Kingston and Mr Gavin Levett 
with tbe company* annual Eric 
Bevsley Bursary Awards for their 
outstanding work at Cranfidd 
University. The Company’s Award 
to Industry was presented to Mr 
Ron Ayers and Mr Gtynoe Bowsh- 
er, members of the ThrustSSC 
Design Team, to mark their 
technical achievement in setting a 
new land speed record. 


Anniversaries 

BIRTHS: Thomas Chatterton. the 
Txty port". Bristol, 1752; Selma 
La^riof, novelist. Nobel laureate 
1909. Martneka. Sweden. 1858; 
Edwin Hubble. astronomer, 
Marshfield. Missouri, 1889. 
DEATHS: Sir Christopher Hat¬ 
ton. Lord Chancellor 1587-91. Lon¬ 
don. 1591: Anton Rubinstein, pian¬ 
ist and composer. PtterhoL Russia. 
1894: Count Leo Tblstoy, writer. 
1910; Francisco Franco, dictator of 
Spain 1939-75, Madrid. 1975. 
Charles Stewart Rolls and Freder¬ 
ick Henry Rqyoe formed RoQs- 
Roycc. 1906. 


Memorial 

services 

Dr Archibald Cabbourn Boyle 
A memorial service for Dr 
Archibald Boyle, former Director 
of Rheumatology. Middlesex Hos- 
pitaL was held yesterday in tbe 
Middlesex Hospital ChapeL Fa¬ 
ther Paul Kinsey officiated 

Dr Michael Shipley. Cl ini cal 
Director of Rheumatology and 
Orthopaedics at University Col¬ 
lege London Hospitals NHS Trust, 
gave the welcome and Dr Mary 
Corbett gave an address- Professor 
Sir Ronald Mason. FRS. Chair¬ 
man of the Trust, attended and 
members of the famOy. friends and 
former colleagues were also 
among those present. 

Mr Ralph Noyes 
A service erf thanksgiving for the 
life of Mr Ralph Noyes, writer, 
was hdd yesterday at St Jameses. 
Piccadilly. The Rev Mary Robins 
officiated. Miss Mary Rose Bar¬ 
rington read an extract hum cme of 
Mr Noyes’ essays. Mr Kit Noyes, 
son. Professor David Fontana. 
Society for PSydnal Research, and 
Mr Tim Good gave addresses. 
Mrs Diana Cliff paid tribute in a 
blues song. 

During the service Mr Mon¬ 
tague Keen announced an award 
for tbe best science fiction novd to 
be based on an uncompleted draff 
on which Mr Noyes had been 
working. 


Buckingham 
Palace luncheon 

The Queen and the Duke of 
Edinburgh held a lunch party at 
Buckingham Palace yesterday. 
The guests were 

Mre Jane Betts (seowaiy genera!, Tbe 
Law Society). Mrs Sarah Bayne (Head of 
Security Group. HM Prison Service}. Sir 
Christopher Bland [Chairman of tbe 
Board of Governors, BBC). Mr Jonathan 
Edwards (athlete). Mr Outey Hassan 
(Department of Gvil Engineering, Swan- 
tea U ni ve rsity ). P rofe ssor Seamus 
Heaney (poet critic and translator). Mr 
Paul Preston (chairman. Employers' 
Forum an Disability) and Mr John 
Sdater (counc3 member. The Duchy of 
Lancaster). 


Forthcoming 

marriages 


Captain T.P. Baraes-Taylor 
and Miss S.B. Hewlett 
The engagement is announced 

between Captain Toby 
Bames-Taylor. Grenadier 
Guards, only son of Mr Paul 
Bames-Taylor and of Mrs 
Pamela Bames-Taylor. of 
DatcheL Berkshire, and Sa¬ 
sha, younger daughter of Mr 
James Howiett and of Mrs 
Alastair Kilbum, of Brining- 
ham. Norfolk. 

Mr C Bentley 
and Miss BJ- Dew 
The engagement is announced 
between Carl, elder son of Mr 
Richard Bentley. M BE, of 
Potterhanworth. Lincolnshire, 
and Mrs Margaret Bentley, of 
Stoke Canon. Devon, and 
Bryony, rally daughter of Mr 
and Mrs Roger Dew. of Sway. 
Hampshire. 

Mr M.N.S. Burnell 
and Miss I.M.B. Czemin 
The engagement is announced 
between Mark, elder son of 
Mr and Mrs Peter Bumefl. of 
Northumberland, and Isa¬ 
belle. youngest daughter of 
Mr Joseph and the Hon Mrs 
Czemin. of London. 

Mr J.C Cate 
and Miss T.N. Wood 
The engagement is announced 
between Jason, son of Mr and 
Mrs Norman Cak, of Cradley, 
Worcestershire, and Tanja. 
daughter of Mr and Mrs 
Anthony Hope, of Malvern. 
Worcestershire. 

Mr T.E. de la Roe 
and Miss S.N. Atkins 
The engagement is announced 
between Thomas, elder son of 
Mr Anthony St V. de la Rue. of 
Harare. Zimbabwe, and Mrs 
Ann W. de la Rue. of Bury 
Hill. Surrey, and Nicola, 
daughter of Mr and Mrs John 
B. Atkins, of Bunbury. Chesh¬ 
ire. 

Mr J. Dewe 
and Miss D. Synnott 
The engagement is announced 
between Jonathan, son of Mr 
and Mrs Roddy Dewe, of 
SouthiD Station, Bedfordshire, 
and Danielle, daughter of 
Wing Commander and Mrs 
Brian Synnott. of Prestbuiy. 
Cheshire. 

MrG.S.Critdikrw 
and Miss H.T.C Lane 
The engagements announced 
between Stafford, son of Mr 
and Mrs Rex Critchlow, of 
Barrarfdby-te-Beck. Lincoln¬ 
shire. and Harriet, elder 
daughter of Mr and Mrs 
David Lane, of London WI. 


Mr R.E. Clayton 

an d Miss L.C- Hffl 

The engagement is announced 

between Richard, eider son of 
Mr and Mrs Eric Clayton, of 
Solihull, and Luanda, elder 
daughter of Mr and Mrs 
Michael Hill, of Wimbledon. 

MrW.Cndiway 
and Miss H J. Dewy 
The marriage will take place 
tomorrow, in Buckingham, 
between Bill and Heidi Jane. 
Mr A.W. Dorman 
and Miss J-B. Woerner 

The engagement is announced 
between Andrew, so n of Mr 
and Mrs Benjamin Dorman, 
of Wentworth. Surrey, and 
Jamie, daughter of Mr and 
Mrs Geoffry Woerner, of Peo¬ 
ria, Arizona. 

MrG. Falrdongh 
and Miss K.N. Quigley 
The engagement is announced 
between Gyles, elder son of 
Mr and Mrs John F. Fair- 
dough. of Pontefract, West 
Yorkshire, and Kirsten Noefle, 
only daughter of Mr and Mrs 
Patrick E. Quigley, of Hawick. 
Scottish Borders. 

Mr I. Greenway 
and Miss D-M. Hanna 
The engagement took place on 
November 6.1998. of Iain, son 
of Mr and Mrs Rex Green¬ 
way. to Drama-Marie, daugh¬ 
ter of Mr and Mrs Thomas 
Hanna. 

Mr S.D. Pearce 
and Miss S.L Pollen 

The engagement is announced 
between Simon, son of Mr 
Ken Pearce and of the late Mrs 
Anne Pearce, of Haverford¬ 
west, Pembrokeshire, and Sa¬ 
rah, only daughter of Mr and 
Mrs Ken Pullen, of Sidcup, 
Kent 

Mr J.C Proffitt 
and Miss M.V. Kaiser 
The engagement is announced 
between Jeremy, son of Mr 
and Mrs Christopher Proffitt 
of Lymington, Hampshire, 
and Viviane, elder daughter of 
the late Mr Christopher Kai¬ 
ser and of Mrs Ursula King, 
and stepdaughter of Mr Lyle 
King, of Wilmington. Dda- 
ware, USA. 

Mr R-S. Young 
and Miss S A. KebbeO 
The engagement is announced 
between Robert Stephen, son 
of Mr and Mrs J. Young, of 
Ashford, Middlesex, and Sa¬ 
rah Abigail, elder daughter of 
Mr and Mrs M. KebbeU. of 
Lingfiekt Surrey. 


Archaeology 
awards come of age 

A MILLIONAIRE, the televi¬ 
sion programme Time Team, 
and The Times were among 
the winners of the British 
Archaeological Awards, found¬ 
ed in 1977, which came of age 
at a presentation in the House 
of Lords yesterday. 

This year the organisers 
decided lo give “Awards of 
Awards” to the most signifi¬ 
cant conlributions- 

Time Team has changed 
our perspective of archaeolo¬ 
gy, and its programme on the 
Tockenham site received the 
Channel 4 award. The maga¬ 
zine CurrerU Aroftaeotogy. pro¬ 
duced on a shoestring by the 
former accountant Andrew 
Selkirk and his wife Wendy, 
was rewarded for 30 years of 
consistent coverage and idio¬ 
syncratic editorials; and The 
Times was recognised for the 
best artide or reporting of 
archaeology. 

The millionaire business¬ 
man Ian Skipper received the 
“Golden Trowel” for his inspi¬ 
ration in setting up (he Jorvfic 
VDcing Centre in York. 


Lectures 

Britisb-Italniii Society 
Lord Hurd of WestweU, CH. 
delivered the annual Leconfirtd 
Lecture last night at die Italian 
Cultural Institute in London. Sir 
Patrick Fairweather. Chairman, 
presided. The Italian A mb assador 
was also presenL 
Sybfl Campbell Library 
To mark the re-launch of die Sybfl 
Campbell Library al Great James 
Street. London, WC1. Dr Cornelia 
Cook, of Queen Maty and West- 
field College, yesterday delivered a 
lecture to members and guests of 
the British Federation of Women 
Graduates. 


Service luncheon 

King* African Rifles and East 
African Forces 

Brigatfier Malcolm Page presided 
al a luncheon of the King’s African 
Rifles and East African Forces 
Dinner Club held yesterday in 
Enter. 


Meeting 

Byron Society 

Professor Robert Barnard, Chair¬ 
man of the Bronte Society, was the 
guest speaker at a meeting of the 
society held last night al the St 
Ermine HoteL 
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PRIVATE: 0171 481 4000 
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BIRTHS 


M. SHAMAN - On 
November LUhatThe 
Portland Hospital to Cbrira 
(n£o GaQney) and Saad. a 
mo. Abdurahman. A 
brother for MaL 
BARD -On November 18th 
1SS8, to Ioanna (ode 
Carpenter) and Stewart, a 
daughter. Alice RacheL 
CHAiirate-On November 
12th nt Tbe Portland 
Hoepital to Emily InAe 
Black) and Stefan, a 
daughter. Isabelle EMfene. 
DMIBWOKr - On November 
17th at KingY College 

Hoepital to Keren Davie* 

and Mark Davenport a 
daughter. Caorjtnu. 

ELSE - On November 15th. 
to Claire (nde Wood- 
Mattock) and Christopher, 
a son. Thomas Frederick 
GVAMS - On 27th Octobar to 
Panin (nde Cunningham) 
and Hugh, a daughter 
Lnejr Johanna Eleanor. 
LEWt&EVANS-On 17th 

November to Jane (uds 

Buchanan) and Jeremy, a 

daughter. Sophia Grace. 

UVMGSTONE - On 
November 3rd 1998 to 
Laura (n6e Uatt Ttylor) 
and Simon, a daughter. 
Charlotte Helena. 
MTOUCOTT- Alexandra 
Croce lame, bora 18th 


Bister forlorn. 

SHONE-On November 2 gtfc 
to Andie and Lawrence, 

twin daughters. Chlod and 
Sophia. 


BIRTHS 


IMUSMG - On November 
17th at The Portland 
Hospital to Eva (ole 
Kesneny) and Hans. ■ 
beautiful daughter. 
hmfano Cstbwine.a stof 
for Lucy and Sam. 


DEATHS 


ASHFORD-George Fronds. 
OBE, pwafolly after a 
short Illness on 
Wednesday 18th 
November 19SS. Mach 
loved and loving husband 
of Yora. fond brother of 
Joan Tench, dear father of 
PMBp and Antony and 
loving grandfather of 
Robin, Anna. Petv. 

Christina, Tom and 
Matilda, Funeral Service 
at St Andrew's Church. 
Scmfa|g- QO—“T ima—o 
Berkshire on Wednesday 

2Sth November at ZOO 

am. Family flowers only. 
Dotations, If desired far 
Denynn Wand - Royal 
Bariaddie Hospital 1 may be 
■ant to AA Walker A Son 
Ltd. 38 Eldon Road. 
Reading. RG14DL- 


BAHNES-Basil Hilary 
PurceD. Colonel Royal 
Si g n a ls (Retired), died 
pea ce f ully on 17th 
November 19S&. Thera will 
be a funeral service an 
Friday 27lh November 
2.15pm at St. George* 
Cburcfa, KWtsfde Read. 
Londo n SE3. followed by 
a priva te eramattan. 


DEATHS 


WlCMM-lBriadJohn 
Guest agsd 64. Passed 
peacefully away at hia 
borne in Port St- Mary, hb 
of Man, on 18th Novetnbv. 
B eloved husband, father 
«od pudEiKfaar. 


BOULTON - R«v. Cbdgd 
PM er H. suddenly oa 17th 
November 1998. egad 72 
years. Funeral Requtetn in 
Southwell Minster. 
Wednesday 25th 
November at noon. Family 
Dowse* only, on offering 
wtllbetakan for tbe 
Central American 
Hurricane AppesL payaUe 
to Tear Fund, enquiries 
D-J. HaUF/D Teh 01836 
81248 L 


CASTHIAM - Tbe fendte of 
Giorgio announce with 
great radnees and regret 
nis tracie paning away on 
ted March 1998. The 
Funera l wfll be held on 
Monday Z3rd Novembers* 
lLOOam at St Andmrfc 
Church. Cuflky, 
Hertfordshire. 


CAVE-Ou November l«h 
1998 Gemgiaaa Hein fride 
Cbarriagtea) wifaoftbs 
lata John Cava, and 
mother of Jmifier Corbett. 
A service of th a nksgiving 
to be held it St Peter's 
Church. Hmnbiedon on 
Tuesday December 1st at 
12 atxm. If wished, 
dmutuna in mem«y of 
her to King Edward VH 
HOvpitaL Madhurst, 
S imsa . 


DEVON - On November 19th 
peacefu lly In The Royal 
Devon ana Exeter 
piteL Charles 

-Courtenay. 
17lh Eari of Devon. 
Private Funeral in 
Puwderham Church- 
Memorial Service at a date 
to be announced. 
Howertons to Howa ha ham 
C2mruh Restoration Fkmd. 


: Easter. 


Powderbam. 


GR9UY-On November 
lrth 1998 Michael Widiau 
Crimahaw acad 79 
peacefully after a short 
Illness. Dearly loved 
id of Wei 


husband of Wendy and 
father of Vivien and 
femes. Funeral at Putney 
Vale November 2Sth L45 

P«Ma 

HOWBL-Godfrey Irving, 
dearly lovad husband of 
Pat for nearly 57 ye ar s and 
father of T 


November 171h 1998. 
Funeral at Waxbletoa 
Church on Wednesday 
25th November at LLOO 
am. No flowers pi e — e. bnt 
any do na t io n s to the Red 
Crow. 


To place 

death notices, 
acknowledgements 
or notices please call 
0171 680 6880 


Crazier John ago 



rand loving 
rof CocdeOV 



■1998 at 
1L30 am. FsmQy cmly al 
Ms vtah. No flowcn - 
donations instead to the 


Woking Fonsrnl Service. 
Coldsworth Road. GU21 
1LR. 


KMG - Diana Lizzie Amalia 
died peacefully on Monday 
9th Nove mber at the 
Chelsea A We s tmin s ter 
Hoepital aged 94. A service 
will be hdd at the West 
London Onmatarina at 


Rond, London W104RA. 
at 4.00 pm on Thursday 

26th November. Aoy 
dooatkna pknea Is 
Barnardia. Thants Lane. 
B arklng alde. Essex ICS 
1QC. 


IEWS-Sarah, died 
p ee c ef nBy at Charing 
Crose Hoepital on 
November 13th acad 9ft. 
FuneralatStMlSadA 
Al] Angola Church, 
London W4 on Friday 
No v e mb er 27th at 3.15 
foSnwod by crametiOD at 
Mprtlakc FhmflyOowwEi 


MAHY - Solly Josephine, on 
November 17th 1998, 
peacefully after an 
amariwg 5 year tight 
against cancer, ^e wfll be 
sadly mtmJ by Eric. 
Victoria. Johnathan, 
fnafly and iD her friends. 
Funeral service on 
Tuesday Mth November 
1998 at 11 o'clock at 


Haycombe 

Bate. No flowers pieces, 
but doaadous If daslrod i 
Dorothy House 

Founda tion . C/o: D. Bewley 
Funeral Dhroctore, 28a 
Omrefa Scraet. Mdkshau. 
WQtsbira, SN12SLS. 


MOtONY - On 16th 


1998, peacefully 
at Haven Coart, Clceiy 
Kathleen aged 92 years. 
Founder and first 
Headm istress of Leaden 

Hafl. Much loved by all her 

family and friends. Any 
anquuies to Torbay and 
District Funeral Service 
01803 31500S. 


O’MEARA- On 18th 
November 1998, Hannah 
In her 102nd yuar. Widow 
of Ll. Colonel Eugene John 
O’Meara OBE FRCS, last 
survtvlim child of Sir 
Edmund Hoyle Vestey. 
BarL Funeral private, no 
flowers at her request. 


MKTMDGE - David Marten 
a Uth 


_suddenly on 

November in Royal Devon 
and Exeter HosoitaL 


PEARSON - John Laurence, 
on November 18th 1998. 
following a prolonged 
Illness, John died 
peacefully in Ms borne 
(Journey* End). 
Nottingham. Deeply loved 
husband of R o s em a r y, 
loving father of Jane. 
Robert and Nicola. 
Devoted grandfather to 
Bertie. Hannah. Jenny. 
Zoe. Charles and Emily. 
Loyal brother to Jean. 
Hilary and David. The 
Service of Thanksgiving at 
St Peter'S Church. St. 
Ptbri Cate NetUnnhaaa. 
on Tuesday November 
24th at 9.30am fallowed by 
rsfraahnmts at St 
Baraabas Cathedral Hall 
fur family and friends. 
Private Cremation, Floral 
Tributes or does tfons If 
desired to Skin Caucer 
Unh, Dermatology Dept. 
University Hospital, 
Nottingham, c/o Co- 
operiuvo Funeral 
Servlaw. 7 Triumph Road. 
Leo too. Nottingham 
TahOU5 978SJTL 
PIIE-Frederick Robert 
FREBA. Aged 86, on 15th 
November 1998 ia 
Sevonoaks. Devoted 
husband to his late wife 
Rhone. Dearly lovod father 
and grendfatner. 


To place 
death notices, 
acknowledgements 

or nonces please call 
0171 680 6880 


PUPir- Michael Alexander, 
on 16th November while 
playing golf with friends, 
aged 78. Active to the last. 
Much loved husband of 
Margaret and tbe late 
Peggy, father of Michael. 
George and tbe late 
Charles, grandfather of 
AnnaboL Henrietta and 
Louisa. Funeral at St. 
Maryh Church. Hanley oa 
Thames at 2J)0pni on 
Thursday 26th November. 
Enquiries to Tomalln and 
Son. Hentey. Teh 01i91 
573370. 

STRATTON - Charles 
Pembroke - on November 
19th 1998. After a valiant 
and determined fight 
against cancer borne with 
greet fortitude. Son of the 
Late Captain and Mrs. C. G. 
Stratton, devoted husband 
of Anne end loving 
brother to Acne. Mineral 
private. Donations If 
desired to The Be* 
Champion Cancer Trust, 

6 Old Garden Housa. The 
Lantern s. Bri dge Lane. 
London SW11 3 AD. 

WALLACE - Joan Somerville, 
died peacefully in her 
sleep on Tuesday 17th 
November. Betoved wife 
of tho late BUI Wallace, 

much lovod mother and 
mndmotber. Funeral 
Service at The Downs 
Crematorium, on Theaday 
34th November al 3.45pm. 
Memorial aorv te e at Farley 
Church at a later dele. 
Family flowers only, or 
danettoss to Parkinson* 
Disease Society may be 
sent c/o HanaiegtOM FD. 
4-6 Monieflere Read. 

Hove. Te!Al273 778733. 


WARD-Evdyn Annie 
(widow of lsto Ranald 
ArthurWard) on 19th 
November, in New 
Brunswick. Canada, aged 
92, in peace. 

WBBBOWn - MidueL 
very dear and much loved 
by all his funBy and many 
friunda. Funeral Service to 
be held at SL Petarh. 

Eaton Square. London 
SW1 on Friday November 
27th at lLOOam. Please no 
flowers but donations may 
be sent to Trinity Hospice 
30 Clap ham North Skto. 
L ondon SWl 

WHITE - David James, 
femnwiy of Foreign and 

Commonwealth Office, son 

of the late James and Doris 
White, on November 
peacefully at home after a 
sheet Il l n es s . Funeral 
Service at Putney Vale 
Crematorium. Stag Ijm 
SW 15 an Wednesday 25th 
November at 12.45pm. 
Donations for Community 
HEART (Health. 

Education and 
Reconstruction Training) 
for Southern Africa or U 
preferred, flowers to 
Frederick W. Paine. F/D. 

24 London Rood. 

Kingston. Surrey. KT2 
GOG. TeL 0181 S47 1356 


To plaa 
death notices, 
acknowledgements 
or notices please call 
0171 680 6880 


THANKSGIVING 

SERVICES 


VERNON-A Celebration of 
tbe life and work of 
Richard Vernon is to be 
held at St Paul's Church, 
Bedford Street, Covent 
Garden London WC2E 


SEDon 

December 


Friday 4th 
kjt 1398 b t 


12 


IN MEMORIAM 

WAR 


ROYAL TANK HEGBMBCT - 
The Colonels 
Comm andant Royal Tank 
Regno ent aend t&eir 
gratings and beat wishes 

to a ll Officer* and otber 

ranks, serving and retired 
on the eighty firm 
anniversary of the Battle 
of Cambral Fe sr Naught. 
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OBITUARIES 


Robin Hall, folk singer 
and broadcaster, was 
found dead on 
November 18 aged 61. 
He was born in Edinburgh 
on June 27, 1937. 


•• t-. J^urc 


R obin Hall and his 
long-time singing part¬ 
ner Jimmy MacGre¬ 
gor were a fixture on 
the television screens of the 
1960s, appearing five nights a 
week on the BBC magazine 
programme Tonight. They 
r were also known to millions as 
the hosts of the BBC's The 
White Heather Club and, 
with the singer Andy Stewart 
(who later took over the 
programme), they were for 
many years the best-loved 
popuknsers of traditional 
Scottish folk music and dance. 

In later years — when 
nationalism had re-emerged 
as a jjolitical force — they were 
criticised for contributing to 
the shortbread-tin stereotype 
of Scottish culture. If this was 
slightly unfair, they had not 
%{■ helped their cause by mixing 

L traditional material with their 
own humorous compositions. 
Their jaunty novelty song. 
Football Crazy, a hit single in 
1960, is probably loved and 
loathed in equal measure by 
soccer fans around the world, 
and they were also responsible 
for such forgettable comic 
classics as Ya Cannae Shove 
Yer Granny AffThe Bus. 

Yet beneath their image as 
kilted professional Scotsmen 
playing it for laughs, both 
men were serious students of 
traditional folklore and cus¬ 
tom, and in later years Hall 
went on to become an award¬ 
winning presenter of radio 
documentaries about aspects 
of Scottish life. 

Hall, the younger of the 
gduo, came from a middle-class 
1 ^Edinburgh family and was 
originally attracted by the 
theatre. He studied at die 
Royal Scottish Academy of 
Music and Dramatic Art from 
1955 to 1958. and began acting 
in repertory. Yet he was 
always interested in Scottish 
traditional music and was also 
influenced by the skiffle craze 
of the time. He began perform¬ 
ing solo gigs around the dubs 
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ROBIN HALL 



Hall, left, and his long-time singing partner Jimmy MacGregor became a fixture on TV 


and pubs drawing on both 
musical strands. 

In 1959 he made an album of 
child ballads called Last 
Leaves of Traditional Ballads 
and was invited to Vienna for 
the World Youth Festival. It 
was there that he met Jimmy 


MacGregor, forging a partner¬ 
ship that was to endure for 21 
years. 

MacGregor was seven years 
older and came from a work¬ 
ing-class Glaswegian family. 
He was already familiar on 
the London folk scene as a 


singer and guitarist, and their 
teaming-up made perfect 
sense. They played under 
various names, including the 
City Ramblers and the Gal- 
liar ds, making two albums as 
the latter. They were also 
politically active, and Hall in 


MONICA BALY 


particular became a familiar 
sighr on the early Ban die 
Bomb marches, organised 
first by the Committee of One 
Hundred and laser by the 
Campaign for Nuclear 
Disarmament. 

After they achieved national 
prominence on BBC’s To¬ 
night, fronted by the avuncu¬ 
lar Cliff Michelmore. they 
appeared under their own 
names, continuing their Mon- 
day-to-Friday nightly slot for 
14 years. 

From 1963they also present¬ 
ed Hullabaloo on ABC Televi¬ 
sion. and for five yean they 
hosted 77ie White Heather 
Club. As popular in the 
concert halls as they were on 
television, they made more 
than 20 albums and also kept 
a foot in the more serious folk 
world Ely occasional dub ap¬ 
pearances and tours. 

They finally separated in 
1979, at the insistence of Hall, 
who had always been some¬ 
thing of a reluctant performer. 
In a more sophisticated world, 
both men were also getting fed 
up with the stereotypical role 
they were expected to fulfil as 
Scottish performers. The hag- 
gjsy. heathery idea of the Scots 
is as ridiculous as imagining 
that all Englishmen are Beef¬ 
eaters. MacGregor com- , 
plained in 1975. 

Hall remained involved in 
the music industry, arranging 
and producing folk records, I 
but even before the split he | 
had started dabbling in a 
different and more serious 
form of broadcasting for the 
BBC World Service. In 1977 
he won two national radio 
awards, best presenter and 
best documentary, for The 
Sing Song Streets, a pro¬ 
gramme for Radio Clyde 
about Glasgow told through 
songs, stories and children's 
games. 

He also became a music and 
drama critic. There were three 
subsequent reunions with 
MacGregor, including a night 
at Glasgow's Royal Concert 
Hall in 1994. They always 
remained friends. 

Robin Hall married the 
model Rosalind Thomas in 
1979. but they were divorced 
five years later. 



Baly: pioneering work in the historiography of the nursing profession 


Monica Baly, nurse and 
nursing historian, died on 
November 12 aged 84. She 
was born on May 24.1914. 

MONICA BALY had an enor¬ 
mous impact on the lives of 
generations of nurses, and on 
the care of their patients. Her 
career spanned the Second 
World War and the develop¬ 
ment of the National Health 
Service, and she then went on 
to become the pre-eminent 
historian of the nursing profes¬ 
sion. and helped to establish 
an archive devoted to the 
subject. 

Bom in Shirley near Croy¬ 
don in the year of the outbreak 
of the First World War, Moni¬ 
ca Baly was educated at St 
Hilda’s School for Girls. Lon¬ 
don. and then trained at the 
Middlesex Hospital. She quali¬ 
fied as a nurse in 1938 and as a 
midwife in 1939. She worked 
at the Middlesex until 1942. 
when she joined the Princess 
Maiy Rpyal Air Force Nurs¬ 
ing Service. She then took part 
in the Middle East and Italian 
campaigns and was men¬ 
tioned in dispatches. 

After being demobbed she 
worked for a short time as a 
health visitor with Surrey 
County Council before going 
overseas again, this time as 
chief nursing officer for the 
Displaced Persons Division in 
Germany. 


Two years later she began 
her long career at the Royal 
College of Nursing as one of 
the earliest regional represent¬ 
atives. She was organiser for 
the Western area, which then 
covered almost half of Eng¬ 
land In those early days of the 
NHS she was an inspiration, 
sharing a vision with often 
isolated nurses and encourag¬ 
ing them to see themselves as 
professionals. In 1960 she was 
secretary of the committee 
overseeing the amalgamation 
of the RCN with the National 
Council of Nurses. 

Having helped to gain recog¬ 
nition for the RCN as a union, 
she led the nurses’ Raise the 
Roof campaign in 1972, which 
resulted in a 22 per cent pay 
rise. 

When she retired from the 
Royal College of Nursing two 
years later, she embarked on a 
second career in nursing. She 
already had a distinguished 
record as a lecturer and 
examiner, but now she devot¬ 
ed more time to academic 
studies. She perceived a void, 
for no one was recording and 
cataloguing the development 
of nursing. She was deter¬ 
mined to make sure that 
nurses should know about the 
history of their profession, 
partly so that past mistakes 
need not be repeated. 

After taking an Open Uni¬ 
versity degree in 1980, she 


gained a PhD from London 
University in 1985. Her thesis 
was a revaluation of the 
contribution of Florence Night¬ 
ingale to the profession, em¬ 
phasising particularly her role 
as an agent for political 
change. As well as returning- 
to primary sources, Baly 
brought a proper academic 
rigour to nursing studies, 
basing her historical investiga¬ 
tions on a deep understanding 
of the period about which she 
was writing. 

She persuaded the general 
secretary of the Royal College 
to set up an archive, with a 
full-time archivist, and herself 
founded its History of Nurs¬ 
ing Group. She wrote a 
number of influential studies 
herself, including Nursing 
and Social Change (1973, 
third edition, 1995) and Flor¬ 
ence Nightingale and the 
Nursing Legacy (1983). She 
was working on a new history 
of the Middlesex Hospital at 
the time of her death. 

In 1985 she was made a 
Centenary Fellow of the 
Queen's Nursing Institute, 
and asked to write its history. 
She was made a Fellow of the 
Royal College of Nursing in 
the following year. 

Baly was also devoted to her 
adopted city of Bath, where 
she lived in Royal Crescent for 
more than 40 years. She never 
married. 
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Sir Asher Joel, KBE. AO. 
ji politician and public 
relations consultant, died on 
November 9 aged 86. He 
was bora on May 4,1912. 

ASHER JOEL rose from pov¬ 
erty in a Sydney suburb to 
become a politician, a promi¬ 
nent businessman and, most 
’ notably, Australia's traOblaz- 
ing public relations consult¬ 
ant A specialist in organising 
grand occasions, he was hon¬ 
oured by the Queen after his 
two biggest projects —• the 1970 
Captain Cook Bicentenary cele¬ 
brations. when he was knight¬ 
ed, and in 1974 when he was 
appointed KBE after the cere¬ 
monial opening of the Sydney 
Opera House. 

Joel’s was the organising 
skill behind other national 
events, including the visits to 
Australia of President Lyndon 
Johnson and Pope Paul VI, the 
.) latter recognised by a papal 
knighthood. 

A self-educated man who 
developed an enthusiasm for 
archaeology, Joel set up a 
foundation at Sydney's Mac¬ 
quarie University to further 
archaeological studies in the 
Middle East He also wrote a 


well-received historical novel 
about the struggle for inde¬ 
pendence in the Philippines. 

Asher Joel was the son of 
Harry Joel, whose Central 
European Jewish family mi¬ 
grated to Australia via Eng¬ 
land just after the turn of the 
century. He left Cleveland 
Street High School at 14 to 
begin work as a copyboy on 
the Sydney Daily Telegraph, 
where lack of educational 
qualifications meant that he 
won his journalistic cadetship 
only by proving his potential 
by filing copy for a crime 
reporter missing on a drink¬ 
ing spree. 

At 19 he became parliamen¬ 
tary roundsman on the Labor 
Daify, coming to the notice of 
leading politicians, and in 1938 
he was invited by the Premier. 
Sir Bertram Stevens, to be¬ 
come publirity director for the 
150th anniversary celebrations 
of the founding of New South 
Wales. 

Joel made an immediate 
impact, and when the Second 
World War broke out, he was 
asked to run the Lord Mayor's 
Comfort Fund, a Services 
charity for which he raised 
considerable sums. 


He joined the Australian 
Imperial Forces in 1942, trans¬ 
ferring to the Royal Australian 
Navy, and serving in 194445 
as a liaison officer with Gen¬ 
eral Douglas MacArthur, the 
Allied Commander in the 
Southwest Pacific. 

Back in Sydney, Joel found¬ 
ed the country's first public 
relations consultancy, which 
was considered exotic in the 
unsophisticated Australia of 
the day. He worked at first for 
the Liberal Party- in Victoria, 
but he was a Sydney man at 
heart and relumed to his 
home city to handle accounts 
ranging from the New South 
Wales Trotting Club to the 
margarine mdustiy. 

The ambitious Joel then 
tackled what was believed to 
be a political impossibility — 
election to the Legislative 
Council as an independent 
The State Upper House was 
elected not by popular fran¬ 
chise, but by a combined 
sitting of the council and the 
Lower House, the Legislative 
Assembly. Joel failed at his 
first attempt, but a few months 
later, in 1947, he wan his seat 
Later he transferred to the 
Country Party (now the Na¬ 


tional Party), and served 21 
years continuously. 

Public relations remained 
the core of Joel’s business, but 
in 1966 he set up the North- 
West Star newspaper in the 
Queensland mining centre of 
Mount Isa. His Asher Joel 
Media Group, later run by his 
children, continued to operate 
on a modest scale in newspa¬ 
pers and country television. 
Joel never retired, visiting his 
city office dally until well into 
his eighties. 

He was happy in Sydney’s 
clubland, belonging to the 
American and Journalists' 
Clubs, the Australasian Pio¬ 
neers. and the Royal Agricul¬ 
tural Society, as well as the 
Royal Sydney Yacht Squadron. 

Despite the stirrings of re¬ 
publicanism. Joel’s definitive 
Australian Protocol and Pro¬ 
cedures (1982) ran to a surpris¬ 
ing second edition in 1988. He 
was appointed OBE in 1956, 
knighted in 1971, and ad¬ 
vanced to KBE in 1974; he was 
made an Officer of the Order 
of Australia (AO) in 1986. 

His first marriage was dis¬ 
solved in 1948; he is survived 
by his second wife, Sybil, and 
by three sons and a daughter. 
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Geoffrey Ainsworth, 
mycologist, died on October 
25 aged 93. He was born on 
October 9,1905. 

FUNGI affect our lives in 
secretive but vital ways: as 
agents of plant and human 
diseases, of spoilage and de¬ 
cay. as food, sources of indus¬ 
trial chemicals and pharma¬ 
ceuticals. and in the produc¬ 
tion of alcoholic beverages and 
bread. They also encourage 
tree growth, and are critical to 
nutrient recycling in nature. 
Few scientists have endear 
voured to embrace the sub- 
Jett's diversity and to create 
order across the discipline, but 
Geoffrey Ainsworth charted it 
in a series of reference works. 

But perhaps the most endur¬ 
ing legacy of this modest yet 
determined mycotogical poly¬ 
math. who was always a 
stickler for accuracy and some¬ 
times had to struggle with a 
stammer, is his brainchild, the 
International Mycological 
Congress. The first was held 
in Exeter in 1971, and it 
continues to be held every four 
years under the auspices of the 
International Mycological As¬ 
sociation. In 1996. the associa¬ 
tion coined the Ainsworth 
Medal in his honour. 

Geoffrey Clough Ainsworth 
was bom in Birmingham but 
educated at Ipswich Grammar 
School, Kingswood School in 
Bath, and University College. 
Nottingham, where he took a 
first in botany in 1930. 

He then focused on plant 
pathology, first at the experi¬ 
mental stations at Rothanv 
sted, 1930-31, and Cheshunt 
1931-39. At Cheshunt he was 
responsibile for research into 
virus and other diseases of 
horticultural crops. In the 
meantime he obtained a doc¬ 
torate from London University 



Geoffrey Ainsworth helped to chart the field of mycology 


in 1934. and prepared his first 
book. The Plant Diseases of 
Great Britain (1937). 

Preparation of this meticu¬ 
lous compilation brought him 
into contact with the Imperial 
(later Commonwealth and 
then International) Mycologi¬ 
cal Institute at Kew.^ which he 
first visited in 1932, joining its 
staff as an assistant in 1939-45. 

Interludes during air raid 
alerts included hot drinks with 
the Liberal Party leader Jo 
Grimmond on nearby Kew 
Green, and composing cleri¬ 
hews about the staff — a levity 
disapproved of by his director. 
But Ainsworth was never one 
to waste a moment, so he and 
his fire-watching partner Guy 
Bisby spent their nights going 
through the institute’s library 
completing index cards. Spe¬ 
cial dispensation to use paper 
was obtained, and their work 
was issued as the Dictionary 
of the Fungi (1943). This was 
one of the first scientific works 
written inC.K. Ogden's Basic 
English. Ogden took an inter¬ 
est and the first copy was 
presented to Winston Chur¬ 
chill, who had established a 
Cabinet committee an Basic 


English and had appealed for 
its wider use. This vade 
meaim of mycologists is now 
in an eighth edition (1995), 
with 20,000 entries. 

With the rise of interest in 
antibiotics after the discovery 
of penicillin. Ainsworth was 
able to escape the poverty-trap 
that was the institute's pay 
structure by moving to head 
the mycological department at 
Wellcome’s laboratories in 
1946. He doubled his salary, 
and widened his interests to 
include medical and veteri¬ 
nary mycology. As a Wellcome 
research fellow at the London 
School of Hygiene and Tropi¬ 
cal Medicine in 1947-48 he 
surveyed the diseases of hu¬ 
mans and animals in Britain. 
Medical mycology became a 
passion, and he produced 
books on Medical Mycology 
(1952) and Fungal Diseases of 
Animals (with PXK. Aust- 
wick, 1959), and formed the 
British Society for Mycopathol- 
ogy. He continued these inter¬ 
ests — as well as the naming of 
microorganisms and plant 
pathogens — as a lecturer and 
then reader at the University 
of Exeter from 1948 to 1957. 


He then returned to the 
Mycological Institute, rising to 
be Director for four years 
before retiring in 1968. He was 
an ardent campaigner for 
more money, and sometimes 
had to threaten resignation to 
secure additional staff and 
microscopes. 

Some of his most significant 
projects were embarked upon 
or completed in retirement. 
The Fungi: An Advanced Trea¬ 
tise. which he edited in five 
volumes (1965-73) with A. S. 
Sussman and F. K. Sparrow, 
is the most ambitious work on 
fungi this century. Yet his 
scholarship readied its zenith 
in the Introduction to the 
History of Mycology 0976). An 
Introduction to the History of 
Plant Pathology (1981) and'Art 
Introduction to the History of 
Medical Mycology (1986) fol¬ 
lowed; but he declined to pen a 
companion on industrial my¬ 
cology because too much was 
secreted in company archives. 
His last book. Brief Biogra¬ 
phies of British Mycologists 
(1996). was issued for the 
centenary of the British Myco¬ 
logical Sodety (of which he 
was president in 1950). 

His awards and honours 
indude an honorary presid¬ 
ency of the International Myco¬ 
logical Association in 1977, the 
Linnean Medal for Botany in 
1980. and the Lucille K. Georg 
Medal of the International 
Sodety for Human and Ani¬ 
mal Mycology in 1982 and 
1997. The naming of a new 
laboratory block, the Ains¬ 
worth Building, recognised 
his contribution to the institute 
when it relocated from Kew to 
Egham in 1992. 

A Quaker and always a 
sodalist at heart, he married 
Frances Hilda Bryan in 1931. 
She and their two daughters 
survive him. 


RACKETEERS IN 
NEW YORK 

New York. Nov. 19 
About 50 leading citizens of New York, 
including outstanding business men. lawyers, 
Government officials, and ecclesiastics, have 
been summoned to meet tomorrow afternoon 
In conference to consider ways and means for 
dealing with “racketeering" in this dty, which, 
according to Mr Thomas Cram, the District 
Attorney, has readied the dimensions of a 
public terror. Among those invited to the 
conference are Mr John D Rockefeller, junior, 
Mr Henry W Taft. President of the New York 
County Lawyers’ Association; and Mr John 
Sullivan, President of the New York State 
Federation of Labour. 

The conference is intended to constitute a 
son. of vigilance committee to advise the 
District Attorney on tbe strategy and tactics of 
a new campaign he proposes to open against 
“racketeering" gangs here, whose power is 
admittedly unsurpassed even in Chicago. 

Mr Crain announced his intention to 
undertake the campaign as the result of an 
inquiry conducted tty Mr Joseph Lilly, 
correspondent of the New York Telegram. Mr 
UUy published the fact that in the month since 
October 12. when Jade Diamond was shot at 


ON THIS DAY 

November 20,1930 


In 1930 it was claimed that the 
activities of racketeering gangs in New 
York had readied the dimensions of a 
public terror. 

the Hotel MontceQo, “racketeering" gangs in 
New York have shot and killed one person 
every day. The total number of shootings 
during the period was 89. of which 35 were 
fatal. 

Sane of those shot by “racketeers" were 
rival “racketeers" and others were victims of 
extortion who refused to submit. As usual die 
highly profitable and therefore dangerous 
“slot machine racket" Is responsible for a 
number of deaths. Several people were shot as 
the result of quarrels over markets for 
grapejuice to be turned into wine. One man. 
who had engaged in many other illegal 
businesses, was finally shot by rivals when he 


attempted to enter the “miniature golf radtet". 

The last “racket” was organised with great 
rapidity and efficiency as soon os the crare for 
miniature golf established itself. There are 
several thousands of miniature golf courses in 
New York from which “racketeers" coded 
large and regular payments of tribute under 
threat of bombings and shootings. 

Since Mr Crain responded to the agitation 
of the Telegram and announced that he would 
take new measures he has received numerous 
letters from alleged victims of “racketeers", 
but die majority of the victims are extremely 
unwilling to expose themselves to the 
vengeance of “racketeers", which inevitably 
falls heavily on witnesses or intending 
witnesses. 

Judge John E McGeehan, Justice of the 
Supreme Court, who, as District Attorney, 
was successful last year in driving the 
building “racketeers" out erf the Bronx after 
they had destroyed several million dollars’ 
worth of house property, declared today that 
direct action without too much fuss about 
legality was the only means to deal with 

"racketeers". Asked what he would do if he 
were in Mr Crain’s position, he said, "I would 
kneel down and pray and ask the help of God 
Almighty, and wrth His grace upon me I 
would go out and call on Police Commissioner 

Mulrooney", 


































































Labour gives power to its members 

■Tony Blair is planning to cany on his labour Party 
revolution with a package of internal changes designed to 
attract more members and curb the last power bastions of the 
old Left 

Having given his party a new constitution through the 
scrapping of Clause 4 and downgrading the annual 
conference, the Prime Minister now intends to grant far more 
power over policy to ordinary party members-Pages 1,7 

News at Ten to go 

■ The Independent Television Commission signed the death 
warrant of News at Ten, after more than 30 years on air. The 
decision by a seven to three majority of the 10 members of the 
commercial broadcasting regulator flew in the face of 
opposition from politicians and viewers - Plage 1 


Doomed turkeys 

The traditional farm-fresh tur¬ 
key. with gently rotting innards 
still intact, may be seen in butch¬ 
ers windows For the last time this 
Christmas, under Ministry of Ag¬ 
riculture plans ~~—-Page I 

Starr scrutiny 

Kenneth Starr, President Clin¬ 
ton's tormentor for the past four 
years, became the subject of an 
inquisition himself as the third 
impeachment hearings in Ameri¬ 
can history opened amid bitter¬ 
ness and rancour-Pages 1,19 

League tables 

Ministers bowed to a chorus of 
criticism from head teachers and 
dropped a controversial new 
measure of teenagers' progress 
from league tables-Page 2 

End of aria 

The fat lady was denied her 
chance to sing in the High Court 
when the majestically propor¬ 
tioned soprano, Jessye Noonan, 
lost her bid to sue for libel over a 

quip about her size-Page 3 

Drugs alert . 

Police issued a national warning 
to drug users to beware of dealers 
selling two Ecstasy substitutes 
that can kill-Page 5 

Hague says ‘no’ 

William Hague raised the stakes 
in the confrontation between the 
Commons and the Lords by re¬ 
fusing to co-operate over the 
European Elections Bill-Page 12 


Sacred shirt 

A sacred shirt worn by an Ameri¬ 
can Indian warrior thought to 
have died at the massacre of 
Wounded Knee is to be returned 
to the Lakota Sioux-Page 9 

30-year riddle 

Relatives of people killed in an 
Irish aircrash 30 years ago have 
begun legal action to decide if the 
aircraft was shot down by a Brit¬ 
ish missile_Page-13 

Paganism warning 

The English countryside will 
quickly return to paganism if the 
Church of England withdraws 
from remote villages, the Bishop 
of Lincoln told the General 
Synod-Page 14 

Trade war 

A Turkish boycott of Italian 
goods began to bite as industrial¬ 
ists said they feared the row be¬ 
tween Rome and Ankara over a 
Kurdish leader would damage 
trade-Page 17 

Long range scandal 

President Clinton, who might 
have thought he had left the 
Lewinsky scandal at home, was 
confronted over the affair by a 
Japanese housewife-Page 18 

Israeli pullout 

An obstacle to the first Israeli 
troop withdrawal from the West 
Bank in nearly two years was 
removed when the Cabinet ap¬ 
proved the first stage of the peace 
pact-Page 21 


Putting Saddam in the picture 

■ Saddam Hussein is a man of many talents: a loving family 
man, concerned social worker, welder. Kurdish chief, general, 
pilot, architect and blokeish buddy of the masses. We know this 
because the Iraqui autocrat has an army of portrait painters 
who capture every pose imaginable and some that are beyond 
comprehension — ■ .....Page 20 


THE TIMES CROSSWORD NO 20,954 


ACROSS 

t French settlement— New Caledo¬ 
nia? (4.6). 

6 Those leading boys up rocky 
paths get the wind up fl). 

10 Part of joint to which musical 
group returns (5J. 

11 Military offender treated after 
duel (9). 

12 Retired surgeon affected by dun 
problem (9). 

13 Pick a light colour (5). 

14 Province of Orthodox Church a 
cypher represented (7). 

15 Writer turned into fit cat (7). 

17 Herb runs into base after church 

ro- 

19 Unfashionable US aiy was emp¬ 
tied of criminals (7). 

21 Shiny black metal from Italian 
city (5). 

23 Port scoundrel out to lunch 
passed to left (9). 
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The R ussian rparfyfinr today’s launch m Kazakstan of the first section of an inter national space station. Page II 


Euro bourses: Plans by London 
and Frankfurt to create a pan- 
European stock market gained a 
significant endorsement when Par¬ 
is dropped plans to create a rival 
alliance-Page 29 

School bus cartel: Stagecoach has 
been implicated in a a secret agree¬ 
ment to rig the school bus market 
in Kingston upon Hull, whose MP 
John Prescott is the minister re¬ 
sponsible for transport_Page 29 

Storehouse fait: Shares fell to a 
six-year low after the retail group 
gave warning of a downturn in 

trading-Page 29 

Markets: The FTSE 100 rose 13Z2 
to 56062. The pound fell 52 cents to 
$1.6681 and rose 1.11 pfennig to 

DMZS017. the index rising to 1005 i 
from 100.7-Page 32 | 



Cricket: Mark Taylor, who plays 
his 100th Test for Australia in the 
opening match of the Ashes series 
against England, can reflect affec¬ 
tionately on a week in Birminghara 
last June-Page 52 

Football: There was a glimmer of 
light for England, and a smile on 
Glenn Hoddlels face, after their 2-0 
win over the Czech Republic at 

Wembley_Page 56 

Rugby union: An unchanged XV 
will do duty for England in their 
World Cup qualifying match 
against Italy, who are expected to 
play a physical game-Page 56 

Racing: Jamie Osborne, the Nat¬ 
ional Hunt jockey, was told that be 
faces no charges and has been elim- 
matpri from ah police inquiries into i 

race fixing and doping—Page 51 | 


TOMORROW 


IN THE 

SATURDAY TIMES 


Fishy tale: "‘You don’t have to be 
mad to be an artist but a little 
endearing quirkiness never did any 
harm" — Richard Morrison on 
history being made in 
Grimsby—--Page 39 

Pop 1: Natalie Imbnigfia live at the 
Forum. Caitlin Moran on the perils 
of the aftershow pop party and 
Roddy FTrame’S setting for a gig — 

the Older Hebrides-Page 40 

Pop 2: David Sinclair reviews 
Bruce Springsteen's 4-CD set and 
Ihe rest of the week's pop albums; 
plus jazz and soul CDs. and blues 
virtuoso Eric Bibb-Page 41 

LBUe Ewan: The latest star to earn 
his laurels on die London stage is 
Ewan McGregor, in Little Mal¬ 
colm and His Struggle Against the 
Eunuchs at Hampstead— Page 42 
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■ RE-BORN 
IN THE USA 
Brace Spring 
retraces nist 


■ GRUB'S UP 
Jonathan Meades 
on the English 
way of food 


□ General: some sun h S and E England 
after early frost and log but chfiy. XBder in N 
and W but fight rain possible, preceded by 
wet snow over northern peaks. E Scotland 
cfrtzztywMe steadier, heavier rain win set In 
over N Ireland and WScoUand; the wind w9 
strengthen. Tonight the E and SE dry and 
frosty wtth fog patches. Mlder with rain n the 
WandN. 

□ London, SE Eng, EAng, Cents Eng, 
E MM, E Eng, Chan Ik tocaly frosty. Fog 
patches, some week m Litftf SE wind. 
Max 7C (45F). 

□ W MM, Gent N Eng, MS Eng: local (rost 
and mist Bright but Rgfk rain later. Wet snow 
over peaks soon daring to rail. Moderate S 
to SEwhd. Max 7C (<W=). 

□ SW Eng, S Walea: occasional light rain 
or drizzle in west, dry to east after must and 
frost Moderate S to SE wind. Max 9C (4BF). 

□ N Wales, NW Eng, Lake Disc mostly 
cloudy, some light rain. Wei snow at firet over 



the peaks, soon turning to rain. Moderate S 
wind. Max 8C [ABF). 

□ tale of Man, N tow becoming wet and 
windy but milder. Fresh to strong S winds 
settrig. Max 12C (52F). 

□ Borders, Edn & Dundee, Aberdeen, 
Moray FfcUn Sght rain or (frizzle spreading 
east; mist or fog. Snow on peaks, becoming 
rain. Freshening S wind. Max 8C (46F). 

□ HEScr*. Or luiey, Shetland: Baht rain or 
drizzle, becoming slender aria heavier. 
Mlder. Moderate to fre3h S winds increasing 
strong S to SW. Max 9C (48F). 

□ SW Scot, Glasgow, Cent Highlands, 
ArgyB, NW Scot: rain spreading east, 
tuning heavier. Snow over the peaks soon 
turning to rain. Strang S winds, localy gale 
lorce later. Max IOC fSOF). 

□ Irish Reps mostly cloudy, perhaps rain to 
west. Freshenfig S wind. Max 11C (52F). 

□ Outlook: cold, frosty In soutfi and east; 
mlder, windy and rainy In north and west 
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24 Old whisper drculating about 
new possession (9). 

25 Pot out to graze many bead of 
Hereford hare? (5). 

26 Trained soldiers manouevre on 
the flanks (4). 

27 Lonely wife takes drag with 
champagne (5*5). 
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Sin rises: Sunsets 

727 am 4.05 pm 


DOWN 

1 Worthy, but incompetent (7). 

2 See show and defend agamst 
critics (9). 

3 Ignored ecstatic politician going 
round so-called Garden (425). 

4 Well-behaved worker in hospital 

m. 

5 One stupid to lend, if not in good 
faith? (7). 

7 Free advertising's beginning to be 
eliminated from BBC (5). 

S Solid girl in the swim, coming to 
the top (7). 

9 Living further-the attraction of 
having skill with gun (5.23,4). 

16 Proflifptte accepted in a gang (9). 

17 Cover for vehicle parking, or 
another vehide put outside (7). 

18 Sudden movement, followed ty 
hesitation, makes greyhound 
cross (7). 

19 Cop-outs amended in big organis¬ 
ation (7). 

20 One way or another, pot facade 
round’ouse(7). 

22 Ranajur displayed by somebody 
in powerboat that's capsized (5). 
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Jane Shilling: “Here conies the 
party season... all I need now is the 

right dress”---Page 22 

Rising star. She looks somehow 
familiar and that’s because 
Natascha McEIhooe is an under¬ 
stated Londoner who has acted 
with a Who's Who of Hollywood 
stars-.--Page 23 


Crisis talks: Has the crisis between 
newspapers and the Premier 
League solved—or has it just been 

delayed?-.-Page 43 

Spin-search: Tories embark on a 
search liar their awn Alastair 
Campbell-Plage 43 


Table taBc How two girls' schools 
keep ahead in the league 
tables_ -Page 48 




The decision by US Vice President 
A1 Gore to lambaste Malaysia at 
the Asia Pacific Eamomic Coopera¬ 
tion forum was a mistake. It is not 
thatMr Gore’s message was off the 
mark — US concern over political 
developments in Malaysia is 
shared by other APEC members. 
Nor should such criticisms go un¬ 
stated. Rather, die way and place 
that the rebuke was delivered 
threatens to distract and divide 
Apecjust when focus and coopera¬ 
tion is needed most—Japan Times 


Preview: The stars turn out for 
Children in Need (BBCl 7pm). 
Review: Paul Hoggart on the re¬ 
port into gang rape—Pages 54, S> 


Lords and people 

The Lords have acted in the public 
interest Their cause remains just 
They should fight on Page 25 

D’Alemo’s dilemma 

Political courage and ethical con¬ 
sistency demand that Bonn hand 
an extradition request to Rome as 
soon as possible .. —Page 25 

Going, going, bong 

No news at ten will in the end be 
good news for viewers—Page 25 


SIMON JENKINS 

Small towns have no champions. 
Their streets decay with cut-pice 
stores or are torn apart for crude 
mini-halls, frantic to compae with 
hypermarkets. They either retain 
traffic in the hope of passing trade, 
or exdude it in the hope of pedestri¬ 
an uplift-—-Pag® 24 

MARYANN SIEGHART 

Tony Blair is in danger of being 
sed u ce d by EMU for reasons that ; 
are less to do with economics and | 
more to do with political strategy, 
not just overseas but also . at 
home---Page 24 

PHILIP HOWARD 

Accordingly the Peopled High 
Priest, Tony Blair, summoned the 
Assembly of the People by blowing 
upon ail the silver pagers and 
Ansaphones made of rams’ horns 

at Millbank Tower—-Page 24 

PETER RIDDELL 
W illiam Hague is playing adotes- £- 
cent politics. He and his advisers 
quickly need to learn some consti¬ 
tutional history, rather than seek 
the cheers of Tory MPs — Page 12 


Robin HaU. folk singer; Geoffrey 
Ainsworth, mycologist; Sir Asher 
Joel. Australian politician: Mo nica 
Baty, nursing historian—Page 27 


Voter choke; Taj Mahal; Saddam; 
grammar schools; postwar hum¬ 
our; school inspections; global 
warming; queues; angels -Plage 25 


2.8.12.3a 35.47 Bonus: 39 
The total jackpot was £4-2 m 
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Changes to chart below from noon; high A to retreat west and build; high B to move 
east, bukUng; low E to edge northeast and fill; low M to fin and move northeast 
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Paris to join Europe alliance 


t r-r ‘‘ 


' • -J“: ^Ihfrr ^ 

:: 

V '^nstr 

- • " ■*'- :r,T 




J ’ • - 

' ‘ ---_ a 

^ ^-UP HOWa^ P4 * t3 * 

,High 

• iv‘ihf 

• ‘ • - ^ blowing 

-■ • ^‘wsa, 

Ra*’r£~~ P, M 

'■'•■• . _■'•■'-? «£-. "> 

• - , ’ * 


-•fas' 


•K h *- ‘ ^ 


OlmiASIES 


■J-s : 

•.fiM-T* . 

'■4’" 



it!H8 


By PaulDurman 

PLANS by London and 
Frankfurt to create a pan-Eu¬ 
ropean stock market moved 
a step closer yesterday when 
Paris dropped plans to create 
a rival alhance and applied 
to join the other two bourses. 

The Socfete des Bourses 
Francaises will host a meeting 
next Friday of representatives 
from the exchanges in Lon¬ 
don, Frankfurt, Amsterdam, 
Brussels, Madrid, Milan. 
Stockholm and Zurich. 

A spokeswoman for the Par¬ 
is bourse said; ‘That nine 
stock exchanges wffl sit at the 
same table and dismss this is 
a big breakthrough.*’ 

The talks are aimed at creat¬ 
ing a single European equity 
market that will enable inves¬ 
tors id buy shares in the Conti- 
rent’s leading companies with¬ 
out having to worry about lo¬ 
cal differences in regulations 
and dealing methods. 

The move is forecast to lead 
to wide-ranging changes in 
the ownership of European 
companies. It is suggested that 
British institutions will start 
buying shares in Siemens and 
Danone as readily as they cur¬ 
rently invest in GEC and 
Marks & Spencer. 

Whh the growing populari¬ 
ty of index-investing, the emer¬ 
gence of a European elite 
could weaken investor de¬ 
mand for the second tier 
stocks that, in the UK. make 
up the FTSE 250. 

The London Stock Ex¬ 
change and Frankfurt’s Deut¬ 
sche Boerse are already work- 


EUROPEAN BOURSES: HOW THEY STACK UP 
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mg on plans that will give 
their member firms equal ac¬ 
cess to both markets from Jan¬ 
uary. The proposals envisage 
the two trading platforms will 
be linked during next year, 
leading to the creation of a uni¬ 
fied market in 2000. 

The Anglo-German alliance 
was met with French fury 
when it was announced in 
July. Jean-Rancois Theodore, 
chairman of the ifaris ex¬ 
change. said France was not 
prepared to be treated as a sec¬ 


ond-class passenger, while Le 
Monde wrote an editorial on 
“Bourse betrayal”. 

The French attempted to as¬ 
semble a rival alliance with 
the smaller European markets 
in Italy, Spain. Belgium and 
The Netherlands. The French 
dimfadown was preceded by 
die decision of Milan and Ma¬ 
drid to seek a place in the Lon¬ 
don-Frankfort alliance. 

The spokeswoman for die 
Paris bourse said: “There has 
been a convergence of posi¬ 


tions. We might have had 
some harsh comments [be¬ 
cause the LondoiTFrankfurt in¬ 
itiative} did not fit the picture 
of a truly open. pan-European 
exchange. You can’t have two 
people imposing the rules on 
others. Itdid not correspond to 
our vision.” 

The nine exchanges are still 
not committed to a single mar¬ 
ket The Swiss exchange said it 
did Dot see an urgent need to 
be involved and Michael 
Staehlim. an executive board 


member, said: “Between the 
idea and the realisation there 
is a very long way." 

The first obstacle is finking 
up trading and clearing sys¬ 
tems. There is also pressure to 
harmonise regulatory and ulti¬ 
mately tax systems. 

The London Stock Ex¬ 
change and leading invest¬ 
ment banks welcomed the 
French derision to join die ex¬ 
isting alliance. 

CrestCo, responsible for the 
settlement system in London. 


said the European Central Se¬ 
curities Depositaries Associa¬ 
tion had already spent 18 
months working on bow best 
to link the various settlement 
systems. 

Securities firms welcome 
the creation of a single market 
because it is expected to en¬ 
courage an increase in the vol¬ 
ume of shares traded. This 
was the experience in Hong 
Kong and the Philippines 
when they merged previously 
separate exchanges. 
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Bhs fall 
deepens 
retailers’ 
gloom 

By Robert Cole. City 
CORRESPONDENT 

SHARES of Storehouse feQ 
to a six-year low yesterday 
when the Bhs and Mother- 
care retailing group deliv¬ 
ered a grim assessment of 
current high street trading 
and gave warning that its 
profits were set to falL 
The shares fell 27fcp to 
134 Kp, a dedine of 17 per 
cent In June Storehouse 
shares traded at 293p. 

Keith Edefanan. chief ex¬ 
ecutive, said: Tn the past 
five weeks... in the context 
of a very weak market, 
sales volumes have fallen 
and continue to be volatile 
and unpredictable." 

The comments deepened 
gloom on the high street and 
came as Storehouse posted 
flat interim profits for the 
six months to October 10. It 
earned £38.7 milli on before 
tax against £38.5 milli on in 
the previous first half. Turn¬ 
over was 2 per cent higher at 
£648 million but tike-for-like 
sales declined 1.7 per cent in 
the Mothercare chain. Anar 
lysts rushed to cut their prof¬ 
it forecasts for the full year. 

Tempt 15 pag* 32 


OFT accuses 
Stagecoach of 
price fixing 


By Carl Mortished 


STAGECOACH has been im¬ 
plicated in a secret agreement 
to rig die school bus market in 
HulL where the local MP is 
John Prescott, Deputy Prime 
Minister and the Cabinet Min¬ 
ister res pons ible for transport 

The FTSE 100 company, 
which owns South West 
Trains, a rolling stock compa¬ 
ny and countless bus firms, is 
accused by the Office of Fair 
Trading of taking part in an 
agreement to fix prices and 
carve up the market in home- 
to-school bus services in the 
city. 

John Bridgeman, director 
general of fair trading has re¬ 
ferred an agreement between 
13 local bus operators, includ¬ 
ing Cleveland Transit a Stage¬ 
coach subsidiary, to the Re¬ 
strictive Practices Court 

The OFT is seeking restrain-, 
ing orders to prevent die bus 
operators from putting the car¬ 
tel into effect 

The OFT was tipped off 
about the cartel by Kingston 
upon Hull City Council, which 
had put its school bus service 
out to tender. The competition 
authority said it found evi¬ 
dence that the bus operators 


met secretly in a hotel and 
agreed on minimum prices at 
which they would tender for 
the business and which routes 
each operator would bid for. 

Pat Edwards, the OFTS le¬ 
gal director, said that cartels 
destroyed competition. “If die 
tenders had been accepted, the 
alleged agreement would have 
resulted in higher costs to Hull 
City Council and possibly 
higher charges for council tax 
payers." She said that under 
the new Competition Act such 
anti-competitive agreements 
could lead to fines of up to 10 
per cent of turnover. 

A spokesman for Stage¬ 
coach said yesterday that it 
was conducting its own investi¬ 
gation and was co-operating 
.with the OFT. 

“We are not aware that we 
are involved in any price fix¬ 
ing. We do not support cartels. 
The Stagecoach philosophy is 
tme of competition.” he said 

In the past Stag e coach has 
been the subject to two Compe¬ 
tition Act investigations and 
one reference to the Monopo¬ 
lies and Mergers Commission. 

Commentary, page 31 


Eurotunnel 
study may 
get it out of 
a hole 

By Jason Nissfe 

WHAT do yon do if the Gov¬ 
ernment asks you to build 
something you do not want to 
build? If you are Eurotunnel, 
die answer is hire consultants 
to do a “ftasSbifity study". 

The experts appointed yes¬ 
terday to look into whether it 
is worth Eurotunnel's while to 
dig a second channel tunnel 
are M au n se.ll, a UK civil engi¬ 
neer, and Scetauroute, a 
French transport planner. 

Under its licence. Eurotun¬ 
nel most, by the end of next 
year, put plans to the British 
and French Governments for 
a second bmneL It then has 
the option to build it at any 
time up until 2020. However, 
the last thing Eurotunnel 
wants at present is to dig a sec¬ 
ond tunnel. The first cost £4.6 
billion to build, opened many 
years late and left the compa¬ 
ny with £9 bQlioti of debt 
Eurotunnel would not ex¬ 
plicitly say it did not want to 
build a second tunnel prefer¬ 
ring yesterday to emphasise 
that the first is not expected to 
reach capacity before 2025. “it 
is difficult to ascertain the situ¬ 
ation in 20 years’ time,” a 
spokeswoman said. “We do 
not want to lose the option.” 


Ecclestone hits 
Formula One 
TV barrier 


By Jason Nissfi 


MAX MOSLEY, president of 
the federation Internationale 
de PAutomobile, the governing 
body of world motor sport yes¬ 
terday said he expected the Eu¬ 
ropean Commission to make a 
concerted attempt to unwind 
deals struck between tbe FIA 
and Bemie Ecclestone'S Formu¬ 
la One Group over the rights 
to televise the sport 

The media rights are a cru¬ 
cial issue highlighted in the 
listing particulars for the $2 
billion {tlJ. billion) Eurobond 
being issued by Formula One. 

The prospectus details an 
“acknowledgment agreement" 
in which the FIA states that 
media rights to the sport are 
the property of Formula One. 

Mr Mosley, however, indi¬ 
cated yesterday that this agree¬ 
ment may actually be ren¬ 
dered null and void by Karel 
Van Miert, the European Com¬ 
petition Commissioner. 

“As far as we have rights they 
are Benue'S rights," said Mr 
Mosley. “Bart of tbe commis¬ 
sions case is that we do not actu¬ 
ally have the television rights.” 

As part of the deal strode 
with Formula One. the FIA is 
to receive a $100 million pay¬ 


out from the bond being 
issued by Formula One. On 
top of tiiis it will receive an an¬ 
nual royalty from the income 
from televising the sport — 
e x pecte d to be about $10 mil¬ 
lion this year — and a 10 per 
cent stake in Formula One. 
should it ever be floated. 

Mr Mosley said that, if the 
EC roles the way he expects. 
"Bemie will have struck a pret¬ 
ty poor deal”. 

If Brussels rules that the 
FIA did not own the television 
rights. Mr Ecclestone may 
have to strike deals with file 
motor racing federations of all 
the 20 countries in which 
Formula One races are run. 

Worries about the legal posi¬ 
tion on ffie television rights 
have been among the main 
concerns of investor consider¬ 
ing buying the braids. 

Three banks asked to be co- 
lead managers on the bond is¬ 
sue — Merrill Lynch. War¬ 
burg Dfltori Read and Salo¬ 
mon Smith Barney— have yet 
to decide whether they will 
join Morgan Stanley Dean 
Witter in marketing the issue. 


Commentary, page 31 


Sega profits zapped by turmoil in Japan 





V 


company’s newDreamostconsole 

Shoichiro Inmajia president of Sega, 


SEGA ENTERPRISES, the 
Japanese video games giant, 
yesterday discovered that the 
computer games industry 
could be just as grisly as the ul¬ 
tra-violent products it spawns. 

The company, whose compu¬ 
ter games console has faced 
fierce competition from the 
ubiquitous Sony PlayStation, 
reportal a devastating 76 per 
cent fall in half-year net profits 
from Y5 billion (about E25 mil¬ 
lion) to just Y1.21 billion. 

Sales ai Sega slipped 20 per 
cent from Y127 billion to Y10I 
billion, while shares in the 
company fell by nearly 3 per 
cent to Y2^Q5- 

Industry experts said Sony's 
playStation had managed to 
hold on to its position as mar¬ 
ket leader mainly because of 
the availability of compatible 
high-quality games software. 


By Chris Ayres 

such as Grand Theft Auto and 
Tomb Raider. 

In spite of its problems, 
Sega said it was confident that 
its new 1284>it. Internet-capa¬ 
ble Dreamcast console would 
boost its performance. The ma¬ 
chine will be significantly fast¬ 
er than the PlayStation, allow¬ 
ing users to play more com¬ 
plex games with better video 
graphics. However, rival man¬ 
ufacturers are also planning to 
release new machines in the 
near future. 

Sh uni chi Nakamura, man¬ 
aging director of Sega, said the 
company hoped to se£l erne mil¬ 
lion Dreamcast machines by 

the end of die financial year 
(March 31). and plans to ship 
500,000units by the end of the 
calendar year. He added that 
the company would offer 
shareholders a commemora¬ 


tive Y1 dividend to celebrate 
the launch of the new product, 
in addition to a YI5 dividend, 
the amount the company paid 
last year. 

Sega has suffered mainly be¬ 
cause of Japan’s troubled econ¬ 
omy, but also because of the 
high value of die yen, which 
has hit its pricing power in 
overseas markets. Both Sony 
and Nintendo recent reported 
disappointing results, al¬ 
though Sony's PlayStation 
sales remained relatively 
strong. 

Computer games consoles 
have recently become enor¬ 
mously popular with affluent 
young males as well as teenag¬ 
ers and children. At the same 
time, console manufacturers 
have fought an 
bitter war to control the hi] 
lucrative market 


London’s 
IPE oil 
market in 
merger 
talks 

By Carl Mortished 

INTERNATIONAL 
BUSINESS EDITOR 

THE world's two largest ex¬ 
changes trading in o3 and gas 
futures are in merger talks. 

London’s International Pe¬ 
troleum Exchange (IPE) and 
ffie New York Mercantile Ex¬ 
change (Nymex) have set up 
a working group that may 
lead to creation of one 
exchange trading both Lon¬ 
don’s Brent crude oil contract 
and Its US equivalent, the 
West Texas Intermediate 
(WTI) contract 
Richard Ward, a director of 
the IPE, yesterday said that 
pressure from their members, 
mainly banks and commodity 
trading firms, had prompted 
the exchanges’ move. 

The two exchanges have 
members in common and the 
IPE and tbe Nymex are al¬ 
ready in a strategic affiance 
over the creation of a common 
electronic platform, allowing 
24-hour trade in oil futures. 
The two exchanges are also 
working on systems enabling 
traders to deal sumilataneous- 
ly in Brent and WTI contracts. 

Mr Ward said that the two 
contracts were complementa- 
ly products. “Brent is interna¬ 
tional while WTI is a North 
American contract” he said. 
“People buy the products to 
hedge their exposure in a 
physical oil market'* 

The merger initiative cranes 
at a time of huge activity In oil 
futures as companies by to 
protect their position in the 
face of crumbling oD prices. 

A spokesman for the IPE 
said that cost-cutting was not 
the main reason Ah’ the talks, 
although the dosure of one ex¬ 
change is a possibility. 
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Rate cut hopes 
boost markets 

THE FTSE 100 index dosed 
1322 points higher at 5606.2 
yesterday as hopes of interest 
rates cuts and heavy institution¬ 
al buying bolstered the market 
Traders, however, were scepti¬ 
cal that the latest rise would be 
maintained with big gains lim¬ 
ited to the banking and tele¬ 
coms sectors in light trading. 
The market was also caught 
short by some aggressive buy¬ 
ing from several large institu¬ 
tions attempting to reduce their 
liquidity ahead of the year end. 
No credit crunch, page 30 
Stock market, page 32 
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30 BUSINESS NEWS 


Sterling 

resumes 

payout 

Sterling Publishing Group, 
the publisher of Debretts, is 
resuming dividend payments 
after returning to profit In the 
half year to September 30. In¬ 
terim profits were £1.05 mil¬ 
lion, compared with losses of 
£5.24 million in the first half 
of the previous year. Earnings 
were 0.77p a share, compared 
with losses of I2_61p. The Inter¬ 
im dividend is 0-2p. The com¬ 
pany ended die period with 
net cash of £1.09 million. 

Roxboro purchase 

Roxbofui the controls technolo¬ 
gy group, is expanding in die 
US with the $7.8 million. (£4.7 
million) acquisition of Nor¬ 
wich Aero Products, a supplier 
of temperature sensors pri¬ 
marily for the aeroengine 
market The business will oper¬ 
ate beside Weston Aerospace, 
Roxboro’s UK subsidiary. 

Bradford falls 

Bradford Property Trust, the 
residential landlord, reported 
a foil in pre-tax profits to £15.7 
million horn E16J million for 
the six months to October 5. 
Earnings were 736p a share, 
compared with 7.64p previous¬ 
ly. The interim dividend rises 
to 4.4p a share from 4.1p. 

C&WC acquisitions 

Cable & Wireless Communica¬ 
tions has acquired two Irish 
telephony businesses. Cable & 
Wireless Ltd and Cable & 
Wireless Services, from Cable 
& Wireless, its parent as part 
of a £30 million investment 
programme. 
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Buoyant bank lending 
eases credit crunch fears 


ByAlasoair Murray, economics correspondent 


BANK lending remained unex¬ 
pectedly buoyant in October 
raising hopes that the econo¬ 
my can avoid a credit crunch 
and stay on course for a “soft 
landing” 

However, economists dis¬ 
missed fears that the continued 
strength of lending will force a 
delay in rate cuts, pointing to 
evidence that consumer appe¬ 
tite for borrowing is beginning 
to wane and a jump in build¬ 
ing society savings inflows. 

M4, the measure of broad 
money supply, rose by 0.6 per 
cent in October to leave the an¬ 
nual rate at 9.1 per cent well 
ahead of market expectations. 

The strength of money sup¬ 
ply was confirmed by separate 


data from the British Bankers’ 
Association that showed bank 
lending increased by £5.83 bil¬ 
lion in October, compared 
with the recent monthly aver¬ 
age of £3.1 billion. 

Lending to the corporate sec¬ 
tor was especially robust at 
£1.5 billion against a six month 
average of £600 million. 

Tim Sweeney, director-gen¬ 
eral of the BBA, said manufac¬ 
turers, property companies, 
wholesalers and retailers were 
the biggest borrowers in Octo¬ 
ber. Economists said it sug¬ 
gested that sectors that are feel¬ 
ing the economic slowdown 
are turning to credit to see 
them through the downturn. 

Richard illey, UK economist 


at ABN-Amra. said: “These 
data suggest there is little dan¬ 
ger of a credit crunch. The sust¬ 
ained buoyancy points to a 'soft 
landing’ for the economy and 
gently falling interest rates." 

Lending to the personal sec¬ 
tor. however, slipped back 
with consumer credit rising by 
£458 million in October — the 
smallest increase in nearly six 
months. Net mortgage lend¬ 
ing also eased lower to ES91 
million, compared with £978 
million in September, while 
overall personal lending 
slipped from £151 billion to 
£1.37 billion. 

Separate data from the 
Building Societies Association 
also showed a flat housing 


market with net new mort¬ 
gage advances falling from 
£784 million to £767 million. 
However, savings inflows 
jumped sharply to record their 
largest growth this year at 
£1.12 billion compared with 
£871 million in September. 

□ Pay rises in the engineering 
sector have fallen sharply with 
the highest number of wage 
freezes reported in more than 
three years, according to data 
published today. Average pay 
rises have slipped from 3.4 per 
cent to 32 per cent in the three 
months to October while 10 
per cent of companies are freez¬ 
ing wages, according to the lat¬ 
est Engineering Employers 
Federation pay bulletin. 


Hope for arms site 

By Adam Jones 


THE threatened closure of the 
Royal Ordnance ammunitions 
factory at Bishopton. near 
Glasgow, may be averted if 
the Ministiy of Defence 
spends £10 million more. 

The 500employee factory is 
understood to have lost out on 
a crucial contract worth about 
£100 million, to supply gun 
propellant to the Armed For¬ 


ces. Denel. of South Africa, is 
assumed to have won the or¬ 
der. British Aerospace, Royal 
Ordnance’s parent is negotiat¬ 
ing with the MoD and Denel 
to get so me of the work subcon¬ 
tracted to Bishopton. keeping 
it open for a while at least 
Denel is understood to want 
£10 million added to the con¬ 
tract oast for it to cooperate. 
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TOMORROW 

Will 

continental 
companies 
become die 
big cheeses of 
British food 
retailing? 
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Interim slip 
as distiller 
reshapes 
its strategy 

By Dominic Walsh 

GLENMORANGIE. the whis¬ 
ky distiller, is banking on a 
strong Christmas to offset a 27 
per cent fall in first-half profits. 

Its derision to cut bade 
sharply on bulk whisky sales 
in order to focus on higher- 
margin cased sales of its main 
brands meant that pre-tax 
profits fell from £457 million 
to £5.33 million in the half year 
to September 30, on turnover 7 
per cent lower at £21.1 million. 
Earnings per “A" share fell to 
17 J2p (23.42p), but the interim 
dividend is being raised to 
35p{3_25p). 

Geoffrey Maddrdl, chair¬ 
man, said that the profits de¬ 
crease had been planned and 
bulk sales now accounted for 
just 5 per cent of group sales, 
against 40 per cent previously. 
Conversely, malt volumes 
were up 10 per cent in the half 
year, and in the run-up to 
Christinas the company is 
spending £1 million on televi¬ 
sion and radio advertising. 

Mr MaddreU said that the 
group was keen to strengthen 
its brand portfolio and had 
“several irons in the fire". He 
said smaller acquisitions, such 
as last years £7 million pur¬ 
chase of the Ardbeg distillery 
from Allied Domecq, could be 
funded from borrowings, add¬ 
ing: “Should we at any point 
need to use equity, we would 
then have to address the issue 
of *A’ and ‘B* shares." 

Profits fall 
at Lambert 
Fenchurch 

LAMBERT FENCHURCH. 
the insurance broker, saw 
first-half pre-tax profits fall to 
£12 million, from E7.1 million 
last time. It blamed increased 
investment and £2.9 million in 
exceptional restructuring costs 
(Marianne Curphy writes). 

Earnings per share fell to 
0.7p (5.4p). The interim divi¬ 
dend is cut to l.45p (29p). The 
shares fell 4fcp to 85^p. 

Bemard Myers, chairman, 
said the company's markets 
remain difficult, with excess 
capital and underwriting cap¬ 
acity leading to rating reduc¬ 
tions in all classes of business. 




News Corp wins 
£28m card ruling 

THE NEWS CORPORATION has won a £28 million High 
Coun judgment against perpetrators of a scam in which ft 
was overcharged for supply of “smartcards” issued to Sky TV 
subscribers. The case - brought by five companies, led by 
News International, the News Corp subsidiary that owns The 
Times and 40 per cent of BSkyB — was principally against 
Michael Ginger, a director of News Data Security Products, 
partlv owned by News Corp. He was found to have systemati¬ 
cally overcharged for millions of cards needed by Sky viewers 
to activate their decoders in the late 1980s and early 1990s. 

In a complex. I73i)age ruling. Mr Justice Lindsay entered 
judgment against Israel-based Mr Ginger for the £20.8 mil¬ 
lion overcharged, plus about £8 million interest Judgment 
was also given against Michael Luzann, an associate of Mr 
Ginger. The defendants were ordered to pay legal costs unof¬ 
ficially estimated at more than £2 million. 

Norcros building 

NORCROS. the building products and speciality chemicals 
company, lifted underlying pre-tax profits 9.7 per cent to £6.8 
million in the half year to” September 30. Adjusted earnings 
rose 10.7 per cent to 3.1p a share and the interim dividend is in¬ 
creased to I2p a share from l.lp. There was an exceptional 
loss of £5.6 million on the £13.7 million disposal of the Nor- 
print businesses during the year, reducing actual pre-tax prof¬ 
its to £12 million from £62 million in the previous first half. 

Cedar remains upbeat 

CEDAR GROUP, the computer supply firm, expects “satisfac¬ 
tory” results for the full year despite a poor performance in 
the half to September 30. The interim performance showed a 
loss of £800.000, compared with a profit of £1.1 million last 
time. With turnover up 36 per cent at £72 million, the compa¬ 
ny said “the underlying trend was strongly upwards”. Losses 
per share were l.9p. but the dividend is unchanged at 05p. 

Insurer’s UK chief 

SUN LIFE OF CANADA has appointed Steve Melcher, for¬ 
merly of Allied Dunbar and Eagle Star, as senior vice- 
president and general manager of its UK operations. He suc¬ 
ceeds Maurice Bates, who resigned in August after 18 months 
in the job. The life insurer also said up to 3.000 UK policyhold¬ 
ers with lapsed policies could benefit from windfalls worth an 
estimated £2,000 each when it demutualises next year. 

FSA appoints four 

THE Financial Services Authority yesterday announced four 
appointments to its Board. Moira Black, formerly a partner 
at Price Waterhouse. Gillian Nott, chief executive of ProShare 
(UK). Shamit Saggar, a lecturer in government at Queen 
Mary & Westfield College. University of London, and Keith 
Whitson, group chief executive of HSBC Holdings, have been 
appointed non-executive directors for three-year terms. 


Growth at Tomkinsons 


TOMKINSONS. which makes and sells carpets, yam and 
floorooverings. bucked the trend of gloomy results for home 
furnishing retailers and announced its fourth successive year 
of growth. Pre-tax profits for the year to October 3 were 17 per 
cent higher at £2 million. Turnover was up 11 per cent at £305 
million, with UK sales up IS per cent Earnings per share 
were 21.4p (I7.8p) and the dividend is unchanged at I15p. 



The Libretto 100CT and 110CT are the smallest 
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Not a lot of computers know that 


What if computer systems could understand 
the meaning of information? What would that 
mean for your business? 

Well, you now have a way of automatically 
identifying, categorising, hyperlinking and 
delivering every piece of information across 
your organisation. No more expensive and 
time-consuming manual processing of 
information. Just immediate access. 

Your system also automatically builds a profile 
of its users. No more filling in questionnaires 
that are soon out of date. Just a real way of 
exploiting the tacit knowledge in your 


organisation. Just better products and services. 

Just faster time to market. 

And, you can personalise the information your 
stall receive so they always have what thoy 
need. No more time wasted in fruitless searches 
or duplication of effort. Just the ammunition to 
make the best decisions every time. 

Now, that's real Knowledge Management. 
Now, that's pure competitive advantage. 

It's something only Agentware from 
Autonomy can offer. It's the technology many 
publishers already use to drive their New 
Media businesses. 


So, if knowledge is your business, call Autonomy today on 0800 917 6265 
or visit www.autonomy.oom 
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I f Benue Ecclestone ram#» 
knocking on your door and 
asked toborrow £12 billion, 
you would be wary. Even if 
the scale of the request posed no 
problems, the character on the 
doorstep would. Sorry about 
this, Benue, but the image is a 
bit of a handicap. Being vertical¬ 
ly challenged is no fauitt of yours 
and neither is your incongruous 
choice of a towering former mod¬ 
el for a wife. In fact, your anxiety 
to put aside a couple of million 
dollars for the benefit of your 
wife and family is quite endear¬ 
ing. But let’s be honest, the Eccle¬ 
stone reputation is not, on the 
whole, that of a warm and 
cuddly chap. 

The way you have controlled 
Formula Ope racing round the 
world has given the impression 
that Maduavelli might have 
learnt a few tricks at your side. 


Ignore the chequered standard 
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stood: few people generous 
enough to donate £1 million to a 
political party have had the 
cheque returned. You know that 
the money had nothing to do with 
your wish to prevent any govern¬ 
ment being so foolish as to ban to¬ 
bacco sponsorship of sports but 
the episode did nothing to en¬ 
hance public perception of the Ec¬ 
clestone way of doing business. 

Formula One is Berme Eccle¬ 
stone, so it was brave of Morgan 
Stanley Dean Witter to take on 
the fade of handling a $2 billion 
bond issue for Formula One 
Group. The bank knew it would 


have a battle persuading inves¬ 
tors to take up the issue out did 
not bargain on a peak time tele¬ 
vision programme. Panorama. 
weighing in against it The 
programme exacerbated foe 
Ecclestone factor and appears to 
have persuaded manylnvestors 
that this is an issue that they can 
do without 

The Morgan Stanley team is 
now working overtime trying to 
persuade other banks that they 
should try to look beyond their 
Panorama-enhanced preconcep¬ 
tions and think rationally about 
the bond being issued. 

What bondholders need to 
know is that the borrower has 
sufficient income to service the 
debt and that the money will 
eventually be there for redemp¬ 
tion. Formula One’s ability to 
generate revenue in the past has 
been extraordinary. There is no 
reason to suppose that the 
worlds inexplicable appetite for 
watching expensive cars hurtle 
round tracks is gang to dim. But 
foe spectre dangling over Mr 
Ecclestone is that the ubiquitous 
Karel Van Miert in Brussels will 
stop him cashing in on foe race 
revenue. 

He is certainly likely to inter¬ 
fere but he cannot strip Formula 



COMMENTARY 

by our City Editor 


One of the right that it has over 
the sport, only foe way it is exer¬ 
cised. It may flow through differ¬ 
ent routes but a strong and grow¬ 
ing revenue stream seems as¬ 
sured. That should mean that 
there will be no obstacle to a refi¬ 
nancing to fund redemption of 
the bonds, even if the Ecdestone 
factor precludes a flotation. 

Ecdestone equity might never 
get off the grid but the bond issue 
deserves an unbiased look. 

The Bridgeman 
thunderbolt 

J ohn Bridgeman, Director- 
General ofFair Trading, is a 
suspicious man. He hears 
tell of a friendly dinner party in¬ 
volving a group of like-minded 
people ana he instantly detects 
foul play. Brian Souter could sure¬ 
ly explain to him that people who 
operate bus companies like to get 
together every so often to discuss 
the problems they face. Bankers 


happily gather together and dis¬ 
cuss the price of money without 
anyone suggesting they are up to 
anything untoward. They just 
tend to think the same way, when 
it comes to interest rates. 

Yet Mr Bridgeman smells a rat 
in the uncannily similar tenders 
that the bus companies made to 
the local council in Hull. We 
must await the result of foe Re¬ 
strictive Practices Court investi¬ 
gation but, in the meantime, the 
phrase “carv&up” is a popular 
guess at what was intended. 

Stagecoach subsidiary Cleve¬ 
land Transit is just one of foe 11 
companies involved but the com¬ 
pany's domineering position in 
die transport business does 
mean that it has to be particular¬ 
ly careful not to put itself in a po¬ 
sition where it might even look to 
be throwing its weight about. 

It has, in thepast, demonstrat¬ 
ed a rather different approach to 
competition, based more on 
massacre than co-operation. In 
Scotland, from where it hails, foe 


bus wars approached the Glas¬ 
gow ice cream wars in their inten¬ 
sity. By comparison, a friendly 
dinner in a local hotel would 
seem a civilised way of co-exist¬ 
ing were it not for the suspicion 
that foe aim was to operate ag¬ 
ainst the interests of consumers. 

Yet a degree of co-operation be- 

essentiaHTthe Government is to 
succeed in providing the im¬ 
proved public transport system 
that is its oft-dedaiedaim. Stage¬ 
coach rival First Group is keen to. 
work with local authorities and 
rival operators to fund new bus 
lanes that wfll speed buses 
through heavy traffic areas. Un¬ 
der current legislation, such co¬ 
operation would put it at risk of a 
visit from Mr Bridgeman. 

This is not something to take 
lightly. The new Competition Act 
which came into force last week 
offers draconian powers to those 
who want to stamp out collusion 
and substitute ronxpetitioa Inves¬ 
tigators will have extensive 


rights of search, the lack of 
which have until now enabled 
many abuses of market power to 
go unchecked. The OFTs ac¬ 
knowledgement that Hull'S bus 
operators would have been be¬ 
fore the RFC much sooner had 
the Act been in force is intended 
as a warning. 

Ridiculous 

comments 

C raig Barrett may have 
made a grave misjudg- 
ment in deciding to lam- 
bast Dixons. Admittedly the Intel 
chief executive was in Las Vegas, 
a safe distance from Sir Stanley 
Kahns* London eyrie, when he 
chose to declare foal “Dixons 
charges ridiculous margins” but 
comments made at a computer 
industry trade fair mil almost 
instantly be winging round the 
World Wide Web. 

And. despite Mr Barrett* inti¬ 
mation that Sir Stanley* pricing 
polity is keeping down computer 
sales in the UK, it is thanks to 
Dixons’ efforts that a huge 
number of Britons now have ac¬ 
cess to foe Web. Dixons free 
Internet connection service has 
signed up a staggering 450.000 


subscribers in the eight weeks 
since it was launched. 

Now, Sir Stanley is a generous 
man. but only in his private life. 
When it comes to business, he 
gjves nothing away. A free Inter¬ 
net connection is a considerable 
inducement to buy a computer. 
What may be irking Mr Barrett 
is that Sir Stanley might prefer to 
' keep a chunky margin while off¬ 
ering a keen price to customers 
and, increasingly, that may 
mean selling computers that do 
not contain Intel chips. 

Prices in the UK are still higher 
than in the US but this is true of 
designer sweatshirts and CDs as 
well as personal computers. Sir 
Stanley pitches his price where he 
thinks he will make maximum 
profit, balancing margin and vol¬ 
ume. It is cheeky, to say die least, 
for those who are ultimately his 
suppliers to publicly criticise that 

Shadow over M&S 

THE communications blackout 
at Baker Street continues, but 
Marks & Spencer is in danger of 
unnecessarily alienating inves¬ 
tors if it continues to leave them 
wondering what is going on at 
head office. Maybe the non- 
executives are no more ready to 
name a successor to Sir Richard 
Greenbuiy than he is ready to be 
succeeded but foe designation of 
a new deputy chairman would 
act as a reassuring holding pos¬ 
ition. Favourite for the role is 
Brian Baldock, late of Diageo. 


Dialog forecast wipes 
46% off share price 


By Chris Ayres 


SHARES in Dialog Corpora¬ 
tion, the business information 
&xxip. yesterday crashed 46 
per cent from 165fcp to 89p, 
when the company gave warn¬ 
ing that its fourth-quarter 
safes would not meet City 
expectations. 

The group, formed through 
the £265 million merger in 
1997 of Britain* Maid and 
North America* Knight- 
Ridder Information, blamed 
the disappointment on recent 
changes to its pricing, brought 
about because of increased em¬ 
phasis on providing its prod¬ 
ucts via the Internet These 
changes have upset many cus¬ 
tomers, and forced Dialog to 
lower some prices. 

Dialog also revealed third- 
jjuarter pretax profits of £2.6 
million, up from £1.7 million 
for the same period in 1997, 
while sates fell slightly to £42 


million. It added that cost sav¬ 
ings had been much better 
than expected. 

Michael Mander. chair¬ 
man, yesterday said: “Reve¬ 
nue growth has taken longer 
to develop than anticipated. 
Despite foe daily growth in 
usage volumes, the directors 
currently anticipate that Dia¬ 
log* revenues in the fourth 
quarter ending December 31 
are not likely to exceed those 
achieved in the third-quarter.” 

Dan Wagner, chief execu¬ 
tive. reacted angrily to the 
crash in the company’s share 
price; which traded as high as 
236S*p in August 

He said: “I don't think the 
market price today, or indeed 
the market price yesterday, 
reflects the value of this com¬ 
pany. We do . not feel chal¬ 
lenged by our competitors, we 
fed challenged by the analysts 


and the share price "The com¬ 
pany* house broker cut its 
forecasts for year-end earn¬ 
ings per share from 8p to 4Bp. 

Mr Wagner admitted it had 
taken longer than expected to 
reverse felling sales at Knight- 
Ridder. adding that sales 
would also be hurt by fewer 
business days during foe holi¬ 
day-laden fourth quarter. 

“We were expecting to drive 
sales very quickly, literally, 
we were going to start seeing a 
turnround on Kmght-Ridder 
Information* declining safes 
line almost immediately. I 
think that was a bit optimis¬ 
tic." he said. 

Mr Wagner, known for his 
upbear forecasts, said Dialog 
also planned to adopt a more 
conservative tone on its out¬ 
look- “My tone is somewhat 
different now. The confidence 
is very high within foe firm 


and in terms of my own confi¬ 
dence, 1 am biting my lip right 
now," he said. 

Dialog also yesterday an¬ 
nounced the acquisition of 
Write Works, an Oxford com¬ 
pany that has developed an on¬ 
line purchasing and manage¬ 
ment control system for busi¬ 
ness. Dialog is paying £1 mil¬ 
lion in cash and £13 million in 
shares. A further payment of 
£3.8 million in cash and 
shares will be made if the com¬ 
pany hits earnings targets 
over the next two years. 

Mr Wagner said: “With this 
acquisition, we have bought 
superior software, leading sup¬ 
pliers and the experience of the 
Write Works staff- Addition¬ 
ally, we inherit an established 
customer base which we can 
grow significantly." 

Tempos, page 32 
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Babcock 
boosted 
by naval 
refitting 

By Christine Buckley 

INDUSTRIAL CORRESPONDENT 

BABCOCK Internationa] has 
lifted itself back into the blade 
after a profits boost in its na¬ 
val refitting operation. 

The company, which runs 
.fe Rosyfo dockyard, deliv¬ 
ered pre-tax profits of £11 mil¬ 
lion for the six months to Sep¬ 
tember 30. This compared 
with a loss of £143 million 
from the same period last year 
when the company suffered 
substantial provisions on the 
sale of businesses. 

However, the company gave 
warning that materials han¬ 
dling. one of its key divisions, 
faced a turbulent time in some 
of its main markets because of 
foe Asian crisis. However. 
John Parker, chairman, said 
foe division was “well placed 
to manage these challenges". 

The division could be bol¬ 
stered by some bolt-on acquisi¬ 
tions in foe near future. Nigel 
Young, finance director, said 
the company could spend be¬ 
tween £60 million and E80 mil- 
on new businesses. He 
svud any purchases would be 
in materials handling or facili¬ 
ties management - father 
core operation. Babcock 
would have gearing as 30 per 
cent if it spent £80 million. Mr 
Young said the company 
would limit itself to that level. 

Substantial forward work at 
Kosyth was confirmed by foe 
Government* strategic de¬ 
fence review. Improvements at 
Rosyfo and a better perfomi- 
ance from foe company* stop 
refitting operation mNewZea 
land helped to drive Babcock* 
JSurn to profits, the company 

'^Babcock is about to bid for a 
Ministry of Defena? contract 
for naval sonar al^g with 
Lockheed Martin and North¬ 
rop Grumman. It has staged 
ciuYttSsful sea trials of a proto- 
^wofSomuni2087 for foe Roy- 
^Navy* Type 23 

Earnings were 5p a share, 
compared with a toss of 9.2Sp 
for the same period last year. 
The interim dividend, pay 3 
on January 29. n*s 16 per 
cent to O Sp a share. _. 
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Link-up: David GQberston. of LLP, left, and Peter Rigby, of IBC 


Lloyd’s List joins 
forces with IBC 

By Raymond Snoddy. media editor 


LLP GROUP, publisher of 
Lloyd's List one of foe world* 
oldest newspapers, is to 
merge with IBG the busin<5s 
information group, ending its 
brief life as an independent 
quoted company. 

The merged company, to be 
railed Informa, will be valued 
at about £300 million. Exist¬ 
ing IBC shareholders wfll 
hoW 57 per cent and LLP 

shareholders 43 per cent of foe 
equity of the new company. 

IBC* interests span special¬ 
ist periodicals, reports, books 
and magazines. Its brands in¬ 
dude Motile Communica¬ 
tions International magazine. 
Screen Insider. Bankm^Tectt- 
notogv magazine and the 
GSM annual world congress, 
in 1997 it earned pre-tax 
profits of £16-3 million on turn¬ 
over of £ 139.6 million-1« the 

year LLP earned £4.02 


million before tax on turnover 
of £48.4 million. 

LLP shares have performed 
poorly since the company 
came to foe stock market in 
April. They touched 366 
soon after flotation but had 
Men to I42p by foe end of 
October. Yesterday’s news 
lifted the shares 39p to 272Kp. 
IBC rose 72p to 437Hip 
yesterday. 

PMer Rigby, chief executive 
oflBC wfll become chairman 
of Informa. The chief execu¬ 
tive will be David Gilbertson 
of LLP. Lord ReefrMogg, 
chairman of IBC and Stuart 
Wallis, chairman of IIP, will 
remain as directors of the 
merged company. 

Executives spoke yesterday 
of big saving through oper¬ 
ational efficiencies and re¬ 
duced overheads. New launch¬ 
es and acquisitions are likely. 


Dixons 
under fire 
from Intel 
on pricing 

By Matthew Barbour 

THE Consumers’ Association 
has called for an urgent 
inquiry info foe personal 
computer pricing policies of 
Dixons after Intel, the compu¬ 
ter chip maker, accused the re¬ 
tailer of overcharging British 
consumers (See Commentary, 
this page). 

Craig Barrett. Intel* chief 
executive, said on Wednesday 
that the UK chain was char¬ 
ging “ridiculous margins” 
which he daims have reduced 
overall PC sales in the UK 
Mr Barrett said that be¬ 
cause of its high street market 
share, Dixons has “a classic 
market presence and can deter¬ 
mine what can get sold and at 
what price". Dixons subse¬ 
quently dismissed the claim, 
saying it controls only IS per 
cent of Britain* PC market, a 
market which also includes 
safes through mail order and 
independent dealers. 

Hill Evans, the Consumers' 
Association senior policy re¬ 
searcher, argued that while 
most “expert" computer buy¬ 
ers bought directly from manu¬ 
facturers or through mail 
order, ordinary shoppers lack 
expertise to get foe best deaL 
Dixons, which currently 
controls more than 50 per cent 
of the high street PC market in 
the UK reacted to the 
allegations with the counter- 
accusation that Intel "is per¬ 
haps wrongly interpreting 
their loss of market share in 
Dixons stores as a problem in 
the market as a whole". Only 
an estimated 65 per cent of foe 
PCs sold in Dixons stores, 
which include PC World and 
Currys, now cany Intel chips 
compared with about 95 per 
cent two years ago. 

A Dixons spokesman said: 
“In the last six months the UK 
market has really taken off 
because of price-cutting ted by 
Dixons. Our margins are 
wafer thin and almost always 
in single figures." 

According to figures re¬ 
teased by Context, the PC 
market research group, 
average PC prices in foe UK 
are about a third more ex¬ 
pensive than in the US and 
Germany. 


Scapa issues 
second 
warning 

By Matthew Barbour 

SCAPA GROUP, the industri¬ 
al sticky tape nmnafactnrer, 
delivered on its summer profit 
wanting blaming a 16 per 
cent drop in first-half earnings 
on difficult world markets and 
foe strength erf the pound. 

On the back of the dis¬ 
appointing results, foe compa¬ 
ny issued a further profits 
warning, saying that it sees 
little prospect of any short¬ 
term recovery. 

However, it added that foe 
restructuring programme that 
was unveiled in February had 
delivered cost savings of £33 
million. 

Protax profits for the six 
months to September 30 feH to 
£243 million (£29-2 million) 
on sales down 2 per cent to 
£2543 mfllioa. Earnings per 
share were down at 7.lp (S-4p). 
while the interim dividend 
has been frozen at Z05p. 
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Danka hit by 
debt warning 

By Carl Mortished, international business editor 


SHARES in Danka Business 
Systems, the photocopier 
group, plunged to a new low of 
33p yesterday after the com¬ 
pany disclosed that it may 
seek protection from creditors 
under chapter 11 of US bank¬ 
ruptcy laws. 

Danka is weighed down by 
$1 billion (£600 million) erf 
debts incurred after an acquisi¬ 
tion spree culminating in the 
purchase of part of the photo¬ 
copier business of Eastman 
Kodak. At its peak, Hh years 
ago, Danka was valued at £13 
billion but after yesterday* 
near-halving of the share 
price, foe group is worth just 
£75 irnffion. 

Filings under US regulatory 
procedures confirmed that 
Danka had agreed a waiver of 
loan covenants with a syndi¬ 
cate of 30 banks until foe end 
of February next year, en¬ 
abling the company to borrow 
a further $75 million. 


Danka has received a $40 
million advance but the out- 
standing $35 million is depend¬ 
ent upon it producing a plan to 
reduce indebtedness. 

In addition, foe company 
gave warning that it did not 
have sufficient funds to make 
minimum payments to Kodak 
under a supply agreement for 
photocopier spare parts and 
equipment and warned that lit¬ 
igation could ensue. The re¬ 
lationship with Kodak will be 
vital to foe restructuring of 
Danka. 

Wasserstein Ferelia, the in¬ 
vestment bank, is currently ad¬ 
vising Danka in negotiations 
with Kodak, but the company 
said that a satisfactory reneg¬ 
otiation of the supply agree¬ 
ments could not be guaran¬ 
teed. Danka also said that it 
needed to sell some of its busi¬ 
nesses to reduce debt and to re¬ 
negotiate its credit agreement 
with GE Capital. 


Compulsoiy 

pensions 

‘probable’ 

By Susan Emmett 

THE Government yester¬ 
day gave a strong indica¬ 
tion that occupational pen¬ 
sions will be made compuF 
sory to employees with ac¬ 
cess to the schemes as part 
of foe plans to introduce 
stakeholder pensions. 

John Denham, Minister 
of State for Welfare Reform, 
said stakeholder pensions 
will be designed for those un¬ 
able to join an occupational 
scheme. Speaking at the Na¬ 
tional Association of Pen¬ 
sion Funds conference, the 
minister said that foe pen¬ 
sions Green Paper, expected 
later this year, could contain 
measures compelling em¬ 
ployers to make member¬ 
ship of occupational 
schemes a condition of em¬ 
ployment. His comments 
allayed industry fears that 
such schemes would under¬ 
mine occupational pensions. 




one account lets you repay your mortgage 
9 years 7 months early. 

Borrowing money is expensive, because you pay interest every day on every penny you owe. The sooner you can pay your 
mortgage and loans off, the better. 

The Virgin One account is designed to help you do just that, it puts ail your money, from your mortgage to your current 
account and from your savings to your loans. In one place and then charges a single mortgage rate on foe balance. You pay 
in your salary which Immediately reduces your loan and saves you money. And because interest is calculated daily, this 
can soon add. up. In foe example betow/if you get an annual pay rise of 
5ft and each year you leave fust an extra 1ft of your new salary 
in the one account, you can knock almost a decade off the term . 
of the mortgage. Put another way. that's a saving of £38343. 

If ydu have, or are about to buy, a- home with a- mortgage or at 
least £50.000. then give us a call on 08456 OOO OOI to find out 
If we’re right for you. The Virgin One account, it's no small change. 

Open 24 hours a day. 7 days a week 


■R» sort out the rest of your finances. cad Virgin Direct on 0345 93 93 93 for PEPS, tensions & LBe Covet. 

The Virgin One account is a secured personal bank account with The Royal Bank of Scotland pic. 

Assume you have an income of £30000 a year and. after leaving enough money In your account to cover die monthly interest charge, you spend the rest of 
your Income evenly throughout the month. Paying your Income Into the One account would reduce your borrowing and save you interest at 7.95* and this 
atone would repay the borrowing on a twenty-five year £80400 loan 11 months early, saving E6.92D. How suppose you ham an annual pay rise of 5%, and 
decide to leave an extra 1* of your total earnings m the One account each year, the loan would be repaid 9 years. 7 months early, saving £ 38343. The One 
account must be repaid by the time you retire.YOUR HOME IS AT RISK ff YOU DO NOT WEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE OR OTHER LOAN SECURED OMIT. 
You can phone (or further information or a written quotation at any time.You must be aged 18 or ouet Ufe Insurance is required. The actual rate of interest you 
pay wfll depend on the amount of money you want to borrow bi relation to the value of your home. For example, if you wanted to borrow £80000 secured 
against a home worth £110300. you would pay 7J95K. This is the rate as at 11.1138- Based on this example, over 25 years a customer remortgaging a freehold 
home In England would pay S3* APR. the rate fa variable. This APR Includes land registration tees and our soHdtor's and valuer’s fees which you will have to 
pay-1" this example these fees would amount to £432.You will also have to pay your own solicitors' fees and In the example we assumed £100 for this. All calls 
are recorded and randomly monitored. The Virgin One account Is not currently available In Northern Ireland. Virgin Direct Personal finance Ltd. Discovery 
House. Whiting ltd, Norwich, NR4 6EJL Representative only of Virgin Direct Personal financial Sendee Ltd which Is regelated by the Personal Investment Authority 
tor Bfe insurance, pensions and unit trust business and represents only the Virgin Direct Marketing Croup. Examples of wfiatyou may be paying if you organize 
your finances atl over the place are Barclaycanf Standard APR 2Z 3% (unsecured): Lloyds Bank Unsecured Personal Loan APR 21J» and Natwest Credit 
Zone Overdraft APR 24JP*. (assuming an overdraft of £1,000, monthly interest rate of 138% and monthly fee of £5). Source: Moneyfacts. September 1998. 
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Brokers in the dark 


New York (midday): 
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over BP sale rumours 
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CLAIMS that one of Bps big¬ 
gest shareholders may be look¬ 
ing to sell most of its stake saw 
the shares fritter away an ear¬ 
ly lead. 

They dosed easier at 
933p. after briefly touching 
955^p as reports out of New 
York suggested the Kuwait In¬ 
vestment Office was looking 
for buyers for the remainder of 
its stake. At the last count, the 
KIO held 357.5 million shares, 
or 6.17 per cenL Word is one of 
the big Wall Street securities 
houses was offering up to 330 
million shares, but without 
much success. 

In London, more than 38 mil¬ 
lion shares had changed 
hands. But most traders ap¬ 
peared to be in the dark about 
what was going on. One said: 
“Once the bears in London 
had seen their short positions 
filled in. demand dried up.” 

Brokers said the KIO was 
anxious to unwind its position 
in BP before the merger with 
Amoco is concluded. It wants 
to reduce its exposure to the oil 
sector, which has been badly 
affected by falling oil prices. 

The rest of the equity mar¬ 
ket climbed back above the 
5,600 level for the first time in 
several weeks as investors con¬ 
tinued to pin all their hopes on 
another cut in interest rates 
when the Monetary Policy 
Committee meets next month. 

The focus of attention again 
fell on leading shares with 
many of the gains fuelled by 
apparent stock shortages. This 
was reflected in the FTSE 100 
index which closed near its 
best of the day with a rise of 
1312 at 5.606.2. Bv contrast 
the FTSE 250 index was just 
20.6 higher at 4,8015. The to¬ 
tal number of shares traded 
was million. 

Barclays Bank surged S3p 
to £12.73 as Credit Lyonnais Se¬ 
curities. the broker, set a tar¬ 
get price of £15 and reiterated 
its "buy” stance. CL is also a 
buyer of BOC Group, up 27p 
to 927p. It says any worries 
about the impact of a faltering 
economy will be offset by the 
benefits of the group's restruc¬ 
turing programme 

P&O was the best perform¬ 
er among the top 100 compa¬ 
nies with its defened shares 
climbing 82p. or 12 per cent, to 
669Wp on the back of stock 
shortages and some satisfacto¬ 
ry trading news. The group's 
P&O Nediloyd subsidiary post¬ 
ed third-quarter operating 
profits up from $25 million to 
$30 million. 



Keith Edehnan, chief executive of Storehouse, who saw 
shares in the Bhs to Mothercare group dive 27yip to 134fep 


By contrast. BTR headed 
the list of worst performers 
among blue chips, down 3p to 
97p after an analysts returned 
unimpressed from a visit to 
the company's operations in 
Brazil. Panmure Gordon is 
taking bearish stance while 
Merrill Lynch remains “neu¬ 
tral”. A fresh round of profit 
downgradings is expected 
within the next few weeks. 


A brokers’ downgrading 
also provided a nervous start 
for British Gas, which 
touched 398p, before rallying 
to finish 7</5p better at 410p. 
HSBC Securities, the broker, 
has reduced its recommenda¬ 
tion for the shares from "add” 
to “hold” after their strong per¬ 
formance during the past cou¬ 
ple of years. 

The same broker has also 
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MORE bad news from the 
high street This time Store¬ 
house reacted to news of a 
severe profits warning with 
a fall ofZ7'*p to 134J*p. Eve¬ 
rything now hinges on 
Christmas- 

Most brokers remain 
sceptical about the outlook 
for Christmas, especially in 
the wake of this week’s re¬ 
tail sales numbers showing 
yet another downturn. 

Consumers are a cannier 
lot these days and may wait 
until after Christmas to buy 
the tilings they really want, 
knowing they will pay less. 


Storehouse is the latest in 
a long line of retailers to un¬ 
settle the City with a profits 
warning or lower profits. 
This culminated with the 
big profits downturn at 
Marks & Spencer, down Ip 
to 435p, and subsequent 
boardroom unrest 
Casualties from the Store¬ 
house fall out yesterday in¬ 
cluded Debenhams. down 
lip to 360Kp. Great Univer¬ 
sal Stores. lOp to 618p, Har¬ 
vey NichoQs, blip to 124p, 
House of Fraser. 5p to 67p. 
Arcadia. !3Kp to 258^.p, and 
WH Smith, lOp to 489Wp. 
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moved its recommendation for 
Vodafone, up 15p to 894p, 
from “buy” to “add”. The price 
is approaching the target price 
of 980p set earlier this year. 

Burn Stewart Distillers, 
which supplies Asda and oth¬ 
ers with own-label whisky, 
has given shareholders a nas¬ 
ty hangover over the past cou¬ 
ple of years, and its recent 
strategy of increasing prices 
has yet to bear fruit But its 
bombed-out shares have been 
attracting some interest Al¬ 
though the shares were un¬ 
changed at 16p yesterday, the 
volume traded continues to be 
abnormally high amid persist¬ 
ent bid speculation. 

In the past there has been 
talk of a reverse takeover by 
William Grant & Sons, maker 
of Glenfiddich, but the latest 
chatter points to Canandaigua 
Brands, the Nasdaq-listed 
drinks group putting the fin¬ 
ishing touches to its purchase 
of Matthew Clark, the rider- 
maker. It has made no secret 
of its desire to add to its spirits 
portfolio and Bum Stewart is 
eminently digestible. 

Speculative support hoisted 
Mansion Thompson & Ever- 
shed J3hp to 23754. Rival brew¬ 
er Wolverhampton & Dud¬ 
ley, unchanged at 430p, wants 
to make an offer. But hopes re¬ 
ceded when Mars ton's an¬ 
nounced plans to sell-off most 
of its tenanted pub chain. 

Dagenham Motors contin¬ 
ued to push ahead with a rise 
of 25p at I77j4p. The Ford Mo¬ 
tor Company is poised to 
make an offer. 

Share buying by one direc¬ 
tor lifted JWE Telecom 9p to 
142Kp. D. Hanson has taken 
advantage of the recent weak¬ 
ness in the price to pick up 
5,000 shares at 137p. 

□ GILT-EDGED: Bond pritf 
es failed to enjoy the euphoria 
being savoured by investors in 
the equity market Prices trad¬ 
ed sideways for much of the 
session. In the futures pit the 
December series of die long 
gilt slipped lOp to £116.24 on 
turnover of 23.000 contracts. 
In longs. Treasury 8 per cent 
2021 was Gp cheaper at 
£146,04. while in shorts Treas¬ 
ury 7 per cent 2002 finished 3p 
lower at £10629. 

□ NEW YORK: Investors 
were wary of blue chips in ear¬ 
ly trading. At midday the Dow 
Jones industrial average was 
up 4.38 points to 9,045.49. 

D Due to technical difficulties 
at source, the Liffe options be¬ 
low are Wednesday’s figures. 
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More trouble in store 


_10313 30 (+99.88) 


_107316 f+19.561 


_2680.6 (+113) 


_4795X3 (+96ffri 


1316 55 (+443S) 


_ 3706-76 I+W26) 


STOREHOUSE is a Iona way from being the 
City's favourite retailer. Yesterday's reaction 
to news of poor profits and poorer current 
trading displaved the lull extent of the con¬ 
tempt in which the BhS and Mothercare busi¬ 
ness is held- At I34 -P Storehouse shares were 
17 per cent down on the day. Moreover, the 
shares now trade at their lowest for six vears. 

Storehouse is clearly being sffecteu by ute 
parlous state of high street consumer confi¬ 
dence. But the problems go deeper. Its shop 
brands have the musty air of the second divi¬ 
sion about them and u hile efforts 10 bnghten 
the formats are apparently meeting with some 
success it is hard to see them ever having the 
draw of a Marks & Spencer. House of Fraser 


or even a Bools. 

What's more, sales are weakening just as 
Storehouse’s costs are burdened by spending 


on the store upgrades ioo. If ihe high street 
continues to sicken more discounting may be¬ 
come necessary, and profits will be caught in 
a painful pincer. 

The stewardship of Keith Edelman. chief ex¬ 
ecutive, does little w help sentiment. He seems 
to be doing the right things, and seems to say 
the right things, hut the overall impact is not 
convincing. The shares trade on only seven or 
eight times forecast earnings per share, and 
with a yield not far short of double figures. Ai 
such levels the pressure to find a replacement 
for Mr Edelman will grow. 

Feelings that Storehouse has been oversold 
may provide some short-term relief in the 
share price. A full-blown takeover bid is not 
out of the question bur the bull arguments 
hans on tliin threads. 

Sell into any bounce. 


Dialog 


MAKING large acquisitions 
in North America can be haz¬ 
ardous for British compa¬ 
nies. Ask Oanka Business 
Systems or Premier Famell. 

The £265 million marriage 
of Dan Wagner's MAID and 
Knight Ridder in the I'S may 
not be directly comparable, 
but shareholders must now 
be questioning whether this 
ambitious deal was a good 
idea. Shares in old NLA1D 
hardly set the world alight 
but stock in the combined 
business — renamed Dialog 
after its leading product — 
has been on the rough end of 
a demolition job. 

Yesterday's warning finds 
its source in pricing. To re¬ 
flect the change in the way Di¬ 
alog's products are delivered 
— from dial-up databases to 
Internet-compatable search 
engines — prices were lifted. 
But customers reacted ftiri- 


Scapa 


SCAPA has had its fair share 
of troubles tins year. Two 
profits warnings "have sent 
the share price stumbling 
from 23Ip to lOOp. 

As a big exporter Scapa 
has been hit hard by the 
strength of sterling. Expo¬ 
sure to Asia has done Scapa 
no favours either. Its life has 
been made no easier because 
a large chunk of its business 
is in the supply of consum¬ 
ables to paper mills, and 
paper producers have been 
suffering one of their tricky 
periods. 

Results our yesterday 
showed the scars of its diffi¬ 
cult recent history but the ab¬ 
sence of any new horror 
prompted a modest rise in 
the share price. 

The company is in the mid¬ 
dle of a radical restructuring. 
Good slices of cost are com¬ 
ing out oF the business and a 
future is being ground out. 

The promise and spice in 
Scapa is sticky tape. Tape is 
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ously. and have been pacified 
only by significant price cuts, 
file effect has been that third- 
and fourth-quarter revenues 
are falling short of target The 
share price all but halved in 
response. 

MAID may have needed to 
do the Knight Ridder deal, 
but given the company’s un¬ 
derestimate of the amount of 
time it would take to sort out 


this pricing problem, it is rea¬ 
sonable to assume that Mr 
Wagner et al are struggling to 
get to grips with running 
such a large business. 

The City is still deeply sus¬ 
picious about companies that 
make money from the Inter¬ 
net and this latest disappoint¬ 
ment gives investors little re¬ 
assurance. 

Avoid. 
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used as a substitute in many 
areas — notably in auto man¬ 
ufacture and for sticking cats' 
eyes to roads. But the poss¬ 
ible applications are endless 
and Scapa should benefit. 

The association with paper 
— an almost perennial dog of 
an industry — will hold Scapa 
back, at least in the view of in¬ 
vestors. for a while yet 

Trading on seven times 
earnings .and with the divi¬ 
dend looking safe, there is val¬ 
ue here. But wait for the eco¬ 
nomic air to clear, and for 
Scapa to show more evidence 
that it can prosper, before 
thinking of buying. 

Babcock 

BABCOCK International has 
also come a long way. It has 
turned hefty losses into 
healthy profits and. largely 
thanks to its success with the 
Rosyth dockyard facility, its 
fortunes look feirly robust. 
Work at Rosyth is assured 
following the Government’s 
strategic defence review. 

Babcock's also owes its res¬ 


toration to health on jettison¬ 
ing ailing operations. The 
company is left with a few 
core divisions that are in rea¬ 
sonable shape but they are by 
no means sparkling. 

Babcock gave warni ng yes¬ 
terday that its materials hand¬ 
ling business was encounter¬ 
ing turbulence in some of its 
key markets because of fall¬ 
out from the Asian economic 
crisis. Big hopes were pinned 
on materials handling but. in 
yesterday's interim results. 
Babcock had to admit that 
the division had only per¬ 
formed “satisfactorily'’. 

Babcock should be congrat¬ 
ulated on its recovery -10 date. 
Now that it is up and out of its 
hospital bed the company is 
also in the market to make ac¬ 
quisitions. It could spend as 
much as £80 million. 

A good buy would do much 
to pep up enthusisam for the 
shares. But any temptation to 
join the share register should 
be resisted for rhe moment 
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Question of MPC make-up is now 


THE Bank of England's bold half-point 
cut in rates earlier this month has tempo¬ 
rarily taken some of the heat off the Mone¬ 
tary Policy Committee. The revelation 
that Wiliem Buiter. once regarded as the 
most hawkish member of the committee 
has continued his anempi at industrial 
canonisation by voting for a 0.75 per cent 
cut has even created a new M PC hero Tor 
business and the unions to champion. Yet 
the clamour to change the make-up of the 
committee will resume should the Bank 
opt to hold rates steady. 

The unions have been most vociferous 
in their criticism of the MPC member¬ 
ship. Ideally, of course, they would like to 
see a union official have the chance to 
argue for jobs over inflation, but not even 
the most die-hard general secretary 
believes beer and sandwiches will ever 
take pride of place in Threadneedle Street. 

The business organisations have been a 
touch more guarded in their attacks, 
although there is no doubt that there is 


solid industry support for more MPC 
members with real business experience. 
As far as business is concerned, it is no co¬ 
incidence that until Mr Butter's Pauline 
conversion. DeAnne Julius — the former 
chief economist at British Airways — was 
the sole MPC member consistently in 
tune with industry thinking. The case for 
a "Julius mark two" has only been height¬ 
ened by the fact that, for the moment at 
least, she appears to have been largely 
correct in her interest rate judgments. 

On the surface, the call for more indus¬ 
try members of the MPC represents a typi¬ 
cal British anti-in tel leciualism. a feeling 
that the largely academic membership of 
the committee means the Bank is out of 
touch with the "real world". Underlying 
this argument is an unspoken theoretical 
assumption that business economists will 
be instinctively more sensitive to growth 
than the inflation obsessives from 
academia and. to a certain extent, the City. 

There Ls probably some truth to this 



claim. Business economists are 
more attuned to the needs of the 
industry and are often able to 
pick up trends more quickly be¬ 
cause of their access to timely 
in-house data. When the econo¬ 
my is on the tum. and the offi¬ 
cial data becomes contradicto¬ 
ry. this can be crutial. James 
Hirst, of the Society of Business 
Economists and a former econo¬ 
mist at Esso, believes business 
economists are more likely to 
emphasise the risks to growth rather than 
inflation. However, Mr Hirst cautions 
that there are limits to this enthusiasm 
and that it would be a “dereliction of duty" 
to threaten long-term stability for the sake 
of short-term growth. 

Yet there is one big flaw in any cam¬ 


paign to see some other busi¬ 
ness economist join Ms Julius 
on the MPC. Business econo¬ 
mists are. in Mr Hirst's words, 
"an endangered species" In 
the relentless drive to cut costs, 
business economists have be¬ 
come regarded as something 
of a luxury and have fallen vic¬ 
tim to the fashion for outsourc¬ 
ing. Where employees with for¬ 
mal economic training sur¬ 
vive, is it normally at a more 
strategic level, turning numbers into busi¬ 
ness plans rather than providing a more 
general overview of the economic outlook. 

British Telecom, for instance, caused a 
splash with its warning to the City that it 
believes the economic downturn is going 
to be worse than either the Bank or the 
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Treasury are predicting. However, the 
company does nor have an in-house econo¬ 
mist. and the view was developed by BTs 
finance director with outside advice. 

Even more telling is that 1CI. a compa¬ 
ny that has suffered more than most in 
the current downturn, has axed its chief 
economics post. The company’s last econo¬ 
mist Richard Freeman, a former OECD 
economist, took a high-profile stance and 
was strongly tipped as an MPC candi¬ 
date. However. Mr Freeman has now re¬ 
tired and 1CI has chosen to rely on exter¬ 
nal advice from City firms, such as Gold¬ 
man Sachs and Deutsche Morgan Gren¬ 
fell. and more lowly m-house number 
crunchers to provide advice. 

There are still exceptions to this rule. 
Donald Anderson at Courtaulds is well-re¬ 
spected within the profession but has little 
public profile. BP still possesses a strong 
in-house team headed by Professor Peter 
Davies, who has been one of the more ac¬ 
tive economic commentators from within 


industry. BP also recruited Jill Rutter, for¬ 
merly chief press officer at the Treasury, 
although the rather bitter nature of her 
departure suggests no Brown Treasury 
will consider her as an MPC candidate. 

Andrew Sentence. Ms Julius's succes¬ 
sor at British Airways, appears a more 
likely prospect The former CBJ chief econ¬ 
omist is respected and. equally important¬ 
ly. well known. However. Bob Ay ling and 
Lord Marshall are proof that BA is the 
Government's favourite airline. Eye¬ 
brows would be raised if yet another BA 
employee finds a way into high office. 

The dearth of candidates leaves busi¬ 
ness in something of a dilemma. Industry 
understandably wants more business- 
sensitive members of the MPC. but is no 
longer providing a breeding ground for 
economists. If Goldman's and academia 
are now considered sufficient to supply 
business with economic advice, there can 
be little complaint if the Chancellor draws 
the same conclusion. 
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Offshore tax havens buffeted 
by wind of regulatory change 


Adam Jones on 
calls for greater 


i&n 


it 


accountability 
faced by island 
financial centres 

W HEN the UK 
Government an¬ 
nounced in Janu¬ 
ary that it was 
looking at ways to tighten 
financial regulations in the 
Channel Islands and the Isle 
of Man, there was an uproar. 

In the Stales of Jersey, the 
island's assembly, a resolution 
was passed by 48 votes to one 
to protest to Jade Straw, the 
Home Secretary, about a per¬ 
ceived failure to respect Jer¬ 
sey’s right to make its own 
rules and regulations. 

At the back of the senators' 
minds there was surely a fear 
that a draconian overhaul of 
financial policing would scare 
off the the businesses and 
wealthy individuals that have 
flocked to the crown depend- 
'4 ency for legitimate tax plan- 
3 ning reasons. 

Guernsey. Jersey and the 
Isle of Man were still reeling 
from an attack by the head of 
the European Commission’s 
anti-fraud unit who said the 
islands were good examples of 
how ‘lax regulation combined 
with offshore status" created 
ideal hiding places for illegal 
financial operations. 

The mainland’s suspicion of 
these financial centres had 
also been heightened by the 
row over the £125 million 
Guernsey trust set up to 
benefit Geoffrey Robinson, the 
Labour Minister, by his 
Belgian benefactor. Madame 
Joska Bourgeois. 

The fruits of the controver¬ 
sial Government review were 
published yesterday — several 
months later than expected — 
and it is hard to see what the 
I initial fuss was about. The rec¬ 
ommendations made by An¬ 
drew Edwards, a retired Treas¬ 
ury dvil servant, are moderate¬ 
ly worded and lubricated by a 
fair amount of praise. 

He says thar the islands are 
in the “top division" of off¬ 
shore financial centres: 'The 
infrastructures the islands 
have developed for their inter¬ 
national finance centres seem 
remarkably good for such 
small jurisdictions." 

His contentious suggest¬ 
ions. particularly a call to 
make the islands' private limit¬ 
ed companies file audited ac¬ 
counts in accordance with EU 
standards, tend to allow room 
for dilution. 



Millionaires’ row: Guernsey has long provided a path to tax-efficient prosperity, bnt now the UK is flexing some regulatory muscle on the island 


Keith Harbage. a tax part¬ 
ner at Ernst & Young, said 
there was nothing m the 
review to alienate individuals 
who use offshore financial 
services as a legitimate form of 
tax planning and wealth 
defence- Prominent people 
who have used offshore facili¬ 
ties include Richard Branson 
and Anita Roddick. 

Some of the Edwards recom¬ 
mendations will actually help 
protect the wealthy beneficiar¬ 
ies of offshore trims. He rec¬ 
ommends limiting the practice 
of having just one trustee ad¬ 
ministering the client's money, 
to minimise the risk of fraud. 
He also wants the prohibition 
of clauses absolving trustees 
from negligence. The three tax 
havens are also being encour¬ 
aged to set up investor compen¬ 
sation schemes. 

There is no doubt that the 
islands had a lot to lose from a 
heavy handed crackdown. 
Islands in Europe are often 
impoverished but the growth 
of the financial services indus¬ 
try has meant that Jersey and 
Guernsey enjoy GDP signifi¬ 
cantly higher than the UK 
mainland. 


Jersey and its 85.000 resi¬ 
dents enjoy a balanced budget, 
no public debt and unemploy¬ 
ment lower than 1 per cent. Its 
smallness and affluence have 
also led to high inflation, unaf¬ 
fordable housing, hideously 
clogged roads and some pretty 
starchy restaurant dress codes 
but, in general, it is ail upside. 

Jersey - , unlike the Isle of 
Man. is able to boast that it 
turned down BCCI. the inter¬ 
national bank which collapsed 
in 1990, because of a suspected 
lack of supervision and con¬ 
trol. It employs about 10,400 
people in finance. 

The 61.400 residents of 
Guernsey. .Alderney and Sari: 
are similarly dependent on 
banks, insurers and tax 
specialists. Guernsey even has 
plans for its own stock 
exchange, which is due to start 
trading later this year. 

The GDP of the Isle of Man. 
situated in the Irish Sea. is less 
than the mainland but finance 
still employs nearly 6,000 of 
its 73,000 residents. 

Mr Edwards found that the 
value of the assets and liabili¬ 
ties of the institutions and 
trusts in the three crown 


dependencies now totals 
E300-E350 billion. To watch 
over these massive sums, Mr 
Edwards wants separate finan¬ 
cial crime units to police the 
islands. He is also looking for 
a big increase in the size of the 
regulatory departments, with 
about 20 extra people needed 
on each island. This is no 
small feat when you consider 
that the whole Jersey police 
force employs only 340. 

M r Edwards wants 
more on-site in¬ 
spections, but he 
points out that 
growth in outsourcing of back- 
office functions off the islands 
makes regulation difficult. 

Laurie Morgan, the chair¬ 
man of Guernsey's Financial 
Services Commission, the 
island's regulator, says die 
step-up m staffing could be 
difficult, and not because of 
the extra cost. 

He said: "We have very full 
employment. It’s difficult 
enough to get professionals in 
the financial services industry 
ai the best of times. To get 
people with regulatory experi¬ 
ence is even more difficult.” 


Mr Morgan says the sugges¬ 
tion that private company ac¬ 
counts should be filed wfll be a 
problem. Guernsey has more 
than 36.000 partnerships and 
companies administered on 
the island. 

He said: “Resident compa¬ 
nies here have never been re¬ 
quired to file their accounts 
publicly. Most of them are 
private family businesses. 
There would be a lot of resist¬ 
ance to change from domestic 
businesses.” 

He also said that many of 
the non-resident private com¬ 
panies are simply holding vehi¬ 
cles for private investments. 
One of the biggest benefits of 
public filing is to give custom¬ 
ers and investors a picture of 
the firm they are dealing with. 

A likely compromise, which 
Mr Edwards himself alludes 
to in the Home Office report 
is the confidential filing of 
accounts with the regulator. 
How long and detailed they 
will be is anyone’s guess. 

Another battleground is like¬ 
ly to be Mr Edwards's desire 
for more comprehensive regis¬ 
tration of companies. 

The Isle of Man, for in¬ 


stance. does not vet new com¬ 
pany registrations or require 
confidential disclosure of bene¬ 
ficial ownership. He hopes it 
will “seriously consider" doing 
this. 

The Edwards report also 
calls on’Jersey and Guernsey 
to make all companies report 
changes in beneficial owner¬ 
ship. Some companies incorpo¬ 
rated elsewhere — the more 
loosely patrolled British 
Virgin Islands, say — current¬ 
ly escape this requirement. 

Mr Edwards also wants to 
see a more aggressive use of 
the three dependencies' power 
to disqualify directors: ‘The 
authorities need not only to 
have disqualification powers 
but also to use them. Enforce¬ 
ment has so far been limited." 
He wants the maximum dis¬ 
qualification standardised at 
15 years. 

The regulatory boards that 
enforce these rules should not 
include politicians, he said. 
Although some of these politi¬ 
cians spluttered when his re¬ 
view was announced in Janu¬ 
ary, on the whole they cannot 
be too appalled by the results, 
this personal slight aside. 


West loosens 
purse strings 
to world poor 


I n I960. Indonesia reached 
the point in its economic 
development when it be¬ 
came too rich to qualify for 
World Bank concessional lend¬ 
ing through the International 
Development Association, set 
up in 1960 to provide financial 
help to very poor countries. 

It is a sad mark of the severi¬ 
ty of the impact of the Asian 
economic crisis thar, after 18 
years, incomes in Indonesia 
have fallen so catastrophically 
that the country is once again 
eligible for IDA lending. 

To qualify for IDA loans, a 
counhy has to have GNP per 
capita of less than $925 (£554) 
a year (as of 1997). Last year. 
Indonesia’s GNP per capita 
was $1,110. It is now estimated 
to have plunged to about $650. 
about the same as Cote 
d’Ivoire and less than Hondu¬ 
ras had achieved before the 
ravages of Hurricane Mitch. 

As leaders of APEC 
(Asia—Pacific Economic Co-op¬ 
eration) said after this week’s * 
annual summit in Malaysia, 
the economic crisis had set 
bade decades of progress in 
eliminating poverty and im¬ 
proving access to education 
and health. 

This forbidding backdrop 
dearly concentrated minds at 
this week's negotiations in Co¬ 
penhagen to refinance IDA for 
the next three years and yester¬ 
day the World Bank was able 
to announce an IDA replenish¬ 
ment of $ 11.6 billion that was 
some $500 million more gener¬ 
ous than it had expected. 

Britain raised its usual per¬ 
centage share of the total com¬ 
ing from donors from 6.15 per 
cent to 73 per cent, so match¬ 
ing France. Britain’s contribu¬ 
tion has therefore increased 
from £431 million to £511 mil¬ 
lion. Ireland, although it has a 
small contribution, doubled it. 
Japan, despite its economic 
problems and considerable bi¬ 
lateral aid and loan commit¬ 
ments in Asia and Russia, 
maintained its share. 

The World Bank had been 


confident that a reasonable set¬ 
tlement could be reached, hav¬ 
ing discerned a dramatic 
change of mood at the annual 
meetings of the Bank and the 
International Monetary Fund 
early in October. Suddenly, 
Western industrialised econo¬ 
mies started to take the eco¬ 
nomic crisis seriously and. at 
the same time, its social costs. 

Taking the $11.6 billion 
from 39 donor countries togeth¬ 
er with repayments of earlier 
IDA Ioa.-, and contributions 
from the World Bank itself. 
$205 trillion is now available 
for concessional lending over 
the next three years. 

Myles Wickstead. UK repre¬ 
sentative at the World Bank, 
said: “In a climate in which 
aid is terribly difficult to find, 
this agreement is a strong en¬ 
dorsement of IDA and our ef¬ 
forts to reduce poverty.” 

However, there remain con¬ 
cerns that the IDA facility may 
not be large enough given the 
potential re-emergence of Indo¬ 
nesia as a borrower as well as 
Nigeria if elections next year 
yield a government with 
which the international com¬ 
munity feels that it can work. 

IDA donor countries said 
that they would aim to direct 
50 per cent of the new funds to 
sub-Saharan Africa and did 
not want to be diverted from 
this by the problems of Asia. 

Many African countries 
have been making snides to¬ 
wards more competent govern¬ 
ment. highlighted more strong¬ 
ly than ever before yesterday 
as a prerequisite for obtaining 
IDA financing. IDA deputies 
want to reward those efforts. 

In reality, claims from Asia 
may not be too large. Indone¬ 
sia excepted, the worst hit 
countries remain comparative¬ 
ly well off. Poor Asian coun¬ 
tries that have long been eligi¬ 
ble for IDA escaped the whirl¬ 
wind because they had never 
attracted the attention of West¬ 
ern capital in the first place. 

Janet Bush 



The collapse of the rupiah led to long food queues in Jakarta 


* Bull run ends 


BAD news for Anthony Bull, the blame 
less property man who has served for 
almost 30 years as one kind of councillor 
or other at the Corporation of London- 
Bull is one of those long-time opponents or 
die regime at Guildhall who have so far 
been shut out of the centre of power, but it 



had been assumed that his chance might 
at last come around next summer. 

That is when the next elections for sher¬ 
iff come around, a post that is a prerequi¬ 
site to becoming Lord Mayor. As I have 
mentioned before, the indications had 
been that the powers-thai-be might finally 
have been prepared to let him have his 
place in the sun. 

But now a new candidate has emerged. 
Hugh Harris. 62 was director in charge 
of personnel at the Bank of England until 
he retired in 1994 and is now director of 
operations at London First 

He tells me he will be throwing his hat 
into the ring. With a background like that 
he is very’ much the establishment candi¬ 
date. I suppose, and likely to be Favoured 
by the members of the livery companies, 
who are the ones with the vote. 


/ ALWAYS appreciate the efforts of the 
Merriil Lvnch utilities team, who pus an 
encasing cartoon on the front of their oth- 
erZiS solid research document. 

7 } : (i month's has the good ship "Equity 

Merkel *" sinking on the horizon and uie 
iifehotns pulling away, manned fry the 
members of the team. 



Left clinging to the iceberg are two men. 
Bowers and AUworthy. and a female fig¬ 
ure, Shipton. None seem long for this 
world, while the utilities people row past, 
unconcerned. 

So who are Bowers, A Uworthy and Ship- 
ton, and what have they done to be ma¬ 
rooned? Chris Rowland at Merrill tells 
me they are the strategy team there. “They 
are Ok — they'll survivehe says, rather 
callously. I think. 

But he is not revealing the identity of the 
other character in the cartoon, the man in 
glasses in the water about to go under for 
the last rime. I suspect a senior manager 
at Merrill might recognise himself. 


Leaking Net 

THERE has been great concern in White¬ 
hall about earlier leaks of the Edwards re¬ 
view of financial regulation of offshore tax 
havens. The leaks started in late Septem¬ 
ber, and it was dear that the report, or at 
least a draft form of it, was befog widely 
drculated among the press. 

At yesterday's briefing on the review a 
journalist referred proudly to “my leaked 
document". Lord Williams of Mostyn. the 
Home Office Minister responsible, asked 
him, more in hope than in expectation, 
where he had got the document from. And 
a voire piped up from the bade “It’s been 
on the Internet for weeks." 

Indeed so. Someone close to the negotia¬ 
tions had posted it there, except that it dif¬ 
fered from the real thing in one significant 
aspect The proposals on publishing foil 
accounts were far. stricter than those the 
Home Office is now envisaging. 

This rather suggests that, far from tak¬ 
ing a hand line on offshore chicanery, the 
Government has had to back down at the 
last moment Now. 1 wonder in whose in¬ 
terest it might be to give that impression? 


Cash call 

SOMEONE is taking the millennium 

bug seriously. Staff at Reed Elsevier have 


just received a pull-out in their company 
magazine, titled Countdown 2000. It lists 
the steps they are advised to take late next 
year. 

Remember. Reed publishes Computer 
Weekly and other specialist titles that 
ought to know what they are talking 
about. Staff are advised to make sure they 
have hard copies of tax returns, utilities 
bills and other financial records. They are 
to contact their bank, insurance company 
and GP (!) and ask all of them if their com¬ 
puterised records are bug-free. 

Also, “ensure you have enough cash to 
last for the first few weeks of the new cen¬ 
tury”. Weeks? The joke going around the 
firm is that Reed has no intention of pay¬ 
ing them until March, just to be on the 
safe side. 


FROM a list of anagrams doing the rounds 
of the electronic ether. Performance related 
pay — mere end of year claptrap. 


Card trick 

SIR RONNIE HAMPEL gave his fare¬ 
well speech as chairman of IC1 at the 
Chemical Industries Association last 
night He recalled how he had worked for 
ICI for almost two thirds of the company's 
lifetime. And how he nearly didn't make it 
through the first year. Hampel was a low¬ 
ly commercial trainee in Bristol. His 


instructions were that whenever a client 
rang, he was to pull out their card and fol¬ 
low the wording on it without fail. 

The phone rang, and he pulled out what 
he thought was the client’s card. It read: 
“Problems with late payment — make 
sure you get payment before delivery.” 

He sent off a letter to this effect, and was 
subsequently summoned to head office. 
To be asked why he had refused an order 
from the mighty IBM. 

Martin Waller 



Sir Ronnie Hampel: Recalls sticky 
moment early in his career at ICI 
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-Applin to to,-, ordered by and Mote*’** 


The Passat Saloon SE and Sport, now with free air conditioning* And not just any old air conditioning. Hot or cold outside, a clever little 
sensor on the dashboard ensures you're always just right. Our boffins call it Climatronic. If you # d like a brochure telephone 0800 333 666 m 
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Advisers to the world 


Rodney Hobson 

introduces a 
two-page report 
on awards to 
our consultants 
overseas 


W hen the British 
Consultants Bu¬ 
reau (BCB) totted 
up the number of 
projects won by its members 
in October, the total for the 
UK and the rest of the world 
came to a surprising 124. Sur¬ 
prising in that despite the eco¬ 
nomic downturn, the crisis in 
Asia and the uncertainty of a 
new Government at home, 
that was a record for any 
single month. 

The bureau has been look¬ 
ing for consolidation. Many of 
its members have merged or 
slimmed down to secure spe¬ 
cialist markets. The body itself 
is talking to other representa¬ 
tive associations that include 
consultants so that, in the 
words of Colin Adams, the 
BCB director “We can have 
one British bulldog instead of 
several yapping puppies.” 

Latest figures show that fee 
earnings rose in 1997 from 
£2-4 billion to £2.6 billion. 
There was a British consul- 



Crown Agents set up a customs authority to beat the smuggling problem in Mozambique 


tancy presence in every coun¬ 
try in the world except Nauru 
and New Caledonia. 

However, Mr Adams ad¬ 
mits: “It is this year that the 
strong pound and the effects of 
the Asian crisis are being felt 
One or two of the smaller con¬ 
sultancies have been gasping 
for air." 

Mr Adams and his team 
have taken a positive attitude 
to the difficulties. He has been 
to Mozambique and Angola, a 
trade mission went to Egypt 


and Nigel Reters. the deputy 
director, led a team to Brazil, 
accompanied by Nick Rayns¬ 
ford, a Minister in the Environ¬ 
ment Department India. Chi¬ 
na, Malaysia and Hong Kong 
featured in the top ten list of 
countries in terms of contracts 
won last year.. 

There is still work, perhaps 
of a different nature, out East 
Mr Adams says: “The World 
Bank, the Asian Development 
Bank and other funds are look¬ 
ing for expertise in privatisa- 


Providing global 
consultancy locally 
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Infrastructure is more than just 
concrete and steel, cables and pipes, 
bridges and ports. It provides the 
most basic building blocks of civilised 
society. 

With offices on every continent, 
Hyder Consulting is using the 
combined experience of its 3600 
employees to offer an essential 
planning, design and project 


management service to business and 
society in water and wastewater, 
building developments, road, rail and 
ports transportation. Uniquely. Hyder 
also manages projects to provide for 
effective financing, planning, 
development, operation and 
maintenance of infrastructure services. 


Hyder will provide future generations 
with a better quality of life. 


For more information contact: Marketing 
Department, Hyder Consulting, London 
Tel. +44 (0)171 544 6600 
Fax.+44(0)171 4700019 


Hydei^^ 


lion. Private companies want 
advice cm streamlining. They 
are trimming fat, a process 
that the Far East should have 
through some time ago 
didn’t have to.” 

Mr Adams and Mr Peters 
believe that Latin America 
and Africa offer enormous 
lities for consultants, 
tea has, in Mr Adams's 
phrase, been “viewed with dif¬ 
fidence” by many companies 
because of political and mili¬ 
tary upheavals over the years. 
However, even Mozambique 
and Angola offer scope as they 
rebuild their war-tom nations. 

Mr Adams adds: “We are 
seeking partnerships with 
South African companies. We 
bring in experience that dove¬ 
tails with what their consult¬ 
ants know of local conditions. 

“The other area is Latin 
America. The potential there is 
enormous. There is an almost 
Institutionalised reluctance for 
British companies to work 
there that defies logic. A! the 
turn of century there was a 
strong British presence in 
South America; for example, 
in railways and other prefects. 
Those consultants who are in 
Latin America are doing lots 
of good work in utilities, air¬ 
ports and mining. We have set 
up a Spanish language course. 

1 am sure that we will see a 
trend there." 

Back home, the BCB has 
been assessing its working re¬ 
lationship with the Labour 


Government, and reactions 
have been mixed. On the posi¬ 
tive side, ministers such as Mr 
Raynsford and government de¬ 
partments have been giving a 
lot of support 

“But ft has been slightly dis¬ 
appointing in that we think 
that exporting has not been giv¬ 
en the amount of support it 
could have had at the political 
level," says Mr Adams. 

a He dies the abolition of the 
aid and trade provision and 
changes to tax on earnings 
abroad. Under new rules, con¬ 
sultants must work abroad for 
a full tax year to avoid paying 
tax here. He says: 'To the 
smaller consultancies and 
those that do short-term 
projects of a year to 14 months, 
the foreign-earnings deduc¬ 
tion gave us competitiveness. 

“Under the old system, if 
you were abroad for 365 days, 
employees could daim tax 
bade for their 365 days out of 
the country. Thai is no longer 
die case. You have to be out of 
the country from April 6 to the 
following April 5. That does 
not work well for projects be¬ 
cause you cannot get them all 
starling on April 6. 

“If a project that started in 
May mis year runs until 
March 2000, tax will be deduct¬ 
ed for two years because the 
consultants will not be away 
for a frill tax year. The change 
was designed to stop people 
such as pop singers, who were 
rolling over their income so 
that they were paid when they 
were out of the country, but it 
has hit consultants hard.” 


M r Adams says 
that the Govern¬ 
ment has 
pledged to make 
the tax system equal But. he 
adds: “Getting people to go 
abroad, especially if they have 
to leave their families behind, 
means that companies have to 
top up their salaries gross. 
That makes British consult¬ 
ants less competitive in bid¬ 
ding for projects.” 

Treasury ministers are not 
sympathetic, although, Mr Ad¬ 
ams says. Brian Wilson, the 
Trade Minister. has suggested 
the bureau come up with an al¬ 
ternative way to give incen¬ 
tives for exporters. But, Mr Ad¬ 
ams says: That is hard be¬ 
cause of European rules on 
subsidies. Other countries, 
meanwhile, are giving subsi¬ 
dies through the tax system.” 




White-water networking: a BCB group braves rapids below the Iguatfi Falls in Brazil 


Mission possible 


Ti 


he difference between 
effective and unsuc¬ 
cessful exporting con¬ 
sulting companies is often the 
ability to win work by net¬ 
working, both in foe UK and 
overseas. Too often, execu¬ 
tives assume that ability alone 
will bring clients and interna¬ 
tional funding institutions to 
their door, while they sit in the 
office in Guildford or Glas¬ 
gow. 

The British Consultants 
Bureau (BCB) aims to help its 
members to win consulting 
projects throughout foe world 
— and! for this, networking is 
vital. Unlike the single-focus 
trade associations, whose 
members are commercial 
rivals, BCB has 90 sectors and 
disciplines across the consul¬ 
tancy s pec trum - It is remarka¬ 
ble how many projects are 
won by word-of-mouth con¬ 
tacts between members of dis¬ 
parate backgrounds. Above 
afl. networking can produce 
multidisciplinary teams able 
to take on complex projects. 

Most sectors are seeing a 
shift towards the internation¬ 
alisation of consultancy. This 
can be a great advantage, but 
is not always in the best inter¬ 
ests of British companies and 
their overseas earnings: In¬ 
deed, the Chancellor's alacrity 
at foe last Budget in virtually 
doing away wrth UK foreign 
earnings deduction on person¬ 
al income has made the em¬ 
ployment of some British ex¬ 
patriates uncompetitive. 

Most BCB meetings in this 
country and overseas involve 
a good deal of networking. 


Nothing 
succeeds like a 
well-run visit 
to a target 
market, says 
Colin Adams 






Each year. 250 senior visitors 
from aH over the world visit 
the association’s London head¬ 
quarters or other venues 
throughout foe country. Last 
year visitors included minis¬ 
ters from various Central Eu¬ 
ropean. African and Latin 
American states and the direc¬ 
tor-general of a UN agency. 

For exporting consultants, 
however, there is no substitute 
for visiting target markets 
overseas — which is why so 
many take part in the eight to 
ten missions each year dial 
BCB organises. Earlier this 
year there were visits to Aus¬ 
tria. Georgia and Azerbaijan, 
foe World Bank in Washing¬ 
ton. foe UN in New York, and 


foe EU in Brussels. This 
autumn groups have visited 
Egypt and Brazil with Nick 
Raynsford. foe Minister for 
Construction. The Duke of 
Gloucester, the BCB’s presi¬ 
dent has just returned from 
leading a similar mission to 
Angola and Mozambique. 

'Hie access afforded by a 
member of foe Royal Family 
or a minister on such visits 
cannot be exaggerated. If the 
average British consultant vis¬ 
its a country on his own. he 
will be fortunate if be gets an 
interview until even a senior 
official in a government minis¬ 
try. By joining a BCB mis¬ 
sion, he gains access to a wide 
range of ministers — even, on 
occasion, to prime ministers. 

The BCB returned from 
southern Africa, as it did from 
Brazil and Egypt, with poten¬ 
tial projects for many sectors. 
Some of these will surely be 
translated into contracts for 
British companies — and next 
year's overseas programme 
even more ambitious. 


f 


mm 


• The author is the executive 
director of the British Consult¬ 
ants Bureau (0171-222 3651 or 
www.bcbfbrum.demon.co.uk). 


The worst late payer 

EU delays in settling bills are straining finances 


B russels-bashers will 
not be surprised. The 
body that brought Eu¬ 
rope the Late Payment Direct¬ 
ive imposing penalties on 
those who pay bills late is itself 
one of the worst culprits. 

The European Commission 
is never the easiest of bodies 
for those who hate bureaucrat¬ 
ic wrangling, but consultants 
have found that the depart¬ 
ment handling the Tacis 
project takes the biscuit. 

Worse stiff, many of the vic¬ 
tims whose invoices have to go 
through 20 steps before they 
can be paid, and who often 
find that invoices bounce back 
on the flimsiest excuse, are 
scared to speak out because of 
veiled hints that the complain¬ 
ed wifi be exriuded from short¬ 
lists for farther work. 

This is a real fear because 
though consultants technically 
compete on merit and price, 
Brussels runs an unofficial 
quota system to see that work 
is shared among European 
Union member states. 

Tads stands for technical as¬ 
sistance to the CIS. the group 
of East European states that 
dung together after the break¬ 
up of the Soviet Union. Tads 
still runs the EC’s aid pro¬ 
gramme for the rest of the old 
Soviet bloc, plus Mongolia. 

Colin Adams, the executive 
director of the British Consult¬ 
ants Bureau, says: “A total erf 
£63 million is owed to 19 of 
our members. Some have tak¬ 
en out loans to cope. One firm 
borrowed £250.000 to pay the 


Service Commun Reflex, a con¬ 
tract letting and bill-paying de¬ 
partment that came into being 
in September when there was 
already a four-month backlog 
of unpaid bills. 

Mr Adams says: “This is a 
sensible move bin our concern 
is to make sure that it gets effi¬ 
cient before it is able to get inef¬ 
ficient. Only now is it getting 
into gear." 

These delays are worrying 


for consultants for two rea¬ 
sons. First, many have moved 
into Eastern Europe to com¬ 
pensate for the downturn in 
the Asian economies. 

Secondly, official aid pro¬ 
grammes such as Tads and 
World Bank schemes offer pro¬ 
tection against the economic 
difficulties in Russia. At least 
Tads will pay up some day. 


Rodney Hobson 


Nigel Peters, the deputy 
director, adds: “Tads work is 
often based in remote areas. 
You have to have the receipt if 
you hire a taxi in Kazakhstan. 
Just imagine asking for one. 
The European Commission is¬ 
suing a Late Payment Direc¬ 
tive is absolutely scandalous. 
It is the worst offender." 

The EU has a 60-day target 
for paying invoices and adds 
interest atti per cent to bills un¬ 
paid beyond 60 days. Delays 
have typically run to 17 weeks, 
but one British consultant had 
to wait 30 weeks. 

Mr Adams comments: ’‘Six 
per cent interest will not cover 
the cost of a bank loan in the 
UK. In any case, it means that 
money is being wasted. It is 
not going on what it was in¬ 
tended for, but on interest.* 4 
The argument has not been 
lost on the British Govern¬ 
ment, which put up £57 mil¬ 
lion of the £434 million provid¬ 
ed by the Tads fund last year. 
Tads is being replaced by 
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Mott MacDonald — Britain's top exporter of 
engineering consultancy — is proud to have 
played a leading role in creating Hong Kong's 
spectacular new airport passenger terminal 
— right from the original master-plan. This, 
the world's biggest single airport building, 
was designed by the Mott Consortium led 
by us and Foster and Partners with BAA pic. 


To find out how we can help 
you realise your vision, contact 
Tony Powlesland at: 


Mott MacDonald, si Anne House 
Wellesley Road, Croydon CR9 2UL 
T +44 (0)I8| 77A 2000 
F +44(0)181 681 5706 

E toarketingiamottmac.com 
w www.mottmac.com 
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Michael Kmpe profiles the winners of this year’s awards, for projects ranging from leading-edge construction to 

Ten Wembleys 
well-crafted 


mine clearance 



in concrete 




Category A (tangible visible 
projects): Mott MacDonald 
for Hong Kong airport 

T he Hong Kong Inter¬ 
national Airport pas¬ 
senger terminal, the 
world's largest angle 
airport building—equal to ten 
Wembley Stadiums — has 
won the British Consultancy 
Firm of the Year Award for 
Mott MacDonald, the multi¬ 
disciplinary engineering con¬ 
sultancy. 

Mott MacDonald was respon¬ 
sible for the engineering de¬ 
sign of the terminal and the 
management of the 230-strong 
team of architects, designers, 
systems specialists, bunding 
services engineers and quanti¬ 
ty surveyors that completed it 
The new terminal contains 
all the airport's functions with¬ 
in a single building. It is be¬ 
lieved to be the largest en¬ 
closed public space ever creat- 


Calegoiy B (organisational 
or noiHTSual): Joint win¬ 
ner; Crown Agents for Mo¬ 
zambique Customs 

IN A higivseairity-risk oper¬ 
ation, the British consultan¬ 
cy Crown Agents has created 
a sustainable, efficient cus¬ 
toms authority in Mozam¬ 
bique during the past two 
years, enabling the Maputo 
Government to increase its 
revenue, facilitate legitimate 
trade and attract investment. 
It is believed to be the first 
time a private-sector compa¬ 
ny has been given executive 
authority for a sovereign 
stale's customs authority. 

After 30 years of civil war. 
crime and corruption were 
flourishing across Mozam- 


ed. says Hugh None, a Mott 
MacDonald director and 
chairman of the consortium. 
TTie Y-shaped concourse pro¬ 
vides access to 48 aircraft gates 
while a 330-metre-wide base of 
the Y houses the processing Ter¬ 
minal. This features a bag¬ 
gage hall the size of New 
York’s Yankee Stadium and 
the largest single retail space 
of any airport. 

Among the building's 
striking features are its 
streamlined roof, superb con¬ 
crete finishes and dramatic 
floor-to-ceiling glazing. Less 
visible but equally significant 
aspects are the first airport 
information network enabling 
all occupants to share com¬ 
mon information, and an inter¬ 
changeable foundation system 
to cope with ground that 
ranges from bedrock to re¬ 
claimed land. 

Most of its nearly three- 
mile perimeter is glass to max¬ 


imise solar lighting and assist 
orientation by revealing the 
landscape and aircraft beyond. 

The project was remark¬ 
able for its sheer sue, pioneer¬ 
ing design, strictly controlled 
budget, intensely demanding 
specification, ground condi¬ 
tions and vast numbers of peo¬ 
ple and disciplines involved. 

The site was accessible only by 

boat, and more than 2300 dif¬ 
ferent structural drawings 
were required. 

The consortium included 
the architects Foster and Ove 
Arup, the airport authority 
BAA and the quantity sur¬ 
veying firm WT. 

Forming the structure al¬ 
most entirely in exposed con¬ 
crete presented immense de¬ 
sign and durability challenges 
and ingenious prestressed con¬ 
crete design, which is most evi¬ 
dent in the slender, high-level 
entry bridges across the mas¬ 
sive atrium. 






tuque's border when Crown 
Agents won a three-year con¬ 
tract to handle and develop 
customs and excise pro¬ 
cedure. A 100-strong team, 
with at least some knowledge 
of Portuguese, was assem¬ 
bled and, after a three-month 
study, a strategy document 
was drafted to tackle human 
resource management, mod¬ 
ernise procedures and train 
personnel. Codes of conduct 
and procedure manuals were 
introduced for the first time. 

An impressive innovation 
was the creation of flexible 
anti-smuggling teams. Com¬ 
prising two customs officers 


and three armed fiscal police¬ 
men, using four-wheel-drive 
vehicles, the teams react 
swiftly to intelligence reports 
that can take them anywhere 
in the country. They have 
greatly reduced the level of 
smuggling and fraudulent 
declaration of goods. 

Revenue collection during 
the first phase of action rose 
by 44 per cent and customs 
clearance times were dramat¬ 
ically reduced with 80 per 
‘ cent of goods being cleared 
within 24 hours. 

More than 230 new re¬ 
cruits to the customs service 
have been trained and de¬ 
ployed and a cadre of the ex¬ 
isting staff has been selected 
for managemen t develop¬ 
ment training. 


Special award: Tom Larmonr 

TOM LARMOUR was Ove Arup’s 
senior official responsible for the design 
of four stations on the railway linking 
Hong Kong, Lantau and the new 
airport Each one involved considerable 
technical challenges. The stations had 
large, deep basements and complex 
superstructures. Mr Larm out’s career 
was ended prematurely by an act of 
bravery in August last year, when he 
was drowned while attempting to rescue 
two young men during the storm caused 
by Typhoon Victor. 


Consultancy of the Year, Category A 
Peter Brett Associates 

PETER Brett Associates teamed up with 
Thorpe Architecture and an Austrian 
lawyer to promote the development of a 
300-hectare site at Genshagen, 12 miles 
south of Berlin, which h has turned into 
the largest business park in Europe. 
Peter Brett was responsible for the 
technical studies and solutions necessary 
to obtain planning consent, negotiations 
with all the relevant authorities, and the 
detailed design and construction 
supervision of the engineering works. 



The stunning new Hong Kong airport terminal building is believed to be the largest enclosed public space ever created 


Category B (organisa¬ 
tional or non-visual): 
Joint winner: Cameron 
McKenna for California 
deregulation 

THE Cameron McKen¬ 
na law firm’s Energy 
Team achieved a coup in 
winning the task of im¬ 
plementing deregulation 
of the electricity utility in 
California, where law¬ 
yers are thick on the 
ground. It was, said the 
President of the Law Soci¬ 
ety, “a bit like exporting 
English chefs to France”. 

The firm was hired in 
January last year to final¬ 
ise design work and to 
create all the documenta¬ 
tion required to intro¬ 
duce competition into the 
California electric power 
industry by Match 31 
this year. The work In¬ 
volved anti-trust competi¬ 
tion law and utility regu¬ 
lation. 

The firm's task was a 
challenging one. It- was 
given ten weeks to pre¬ 
pare 1,835 pages of prose 
to describe all the rights, 
obligations, processes 
and procedures for fee in¬ 
troduction of five com¬ 
plex markets. 

A team of partners, fed 
by Fiona Woolf and 
drawn from London, 
Washington and Hong 
Kong, set up a project of¬ 
fice in San Francisco and 
within a week managed 
to mobilise itself and its 
own technical and opera¬ 
tional consultants. 


Category A: Tony Abbotts of 
IMC Group Consulting 

TONY ABBOTTS has 
played a pivotal role in the 
development of the Ma- 
ghara drift mine in the north¬ 
ern Sinai Desert, the only un¬ 
derground coalmine in the 
Middle East 

Involved from 1988 in up¬ 
dating early feasibility stud¬ 
ies, Mr Abbotts moved to 
Magharaas IMCs site man¬ 
ager in 1990, with responsi¬ 
bility for inspection of fee 
equipment, co-ordination of 
the installation and to devel¬ 
op training facilities. 

Maghara is 180 miles 
from Cairo and 60 miles 
from fee nearest port, so be 
had to make possible the 
mine’s development as a self- 
oontained community with 


Category B: Chris Mathias 
of ULG Consultants 

CHRIS MATHIAS led a 
ULG Consultants team 
which set up an agricultural 
market information system 
in Kyrgyzstan, a former Sovi¬ 
et republic, which has ena¬ 
bled formers to increase 
their exports. 

The project involved the 
weekly collection and dissem¬ 
ination of price information, 
the creation of a database of 
form suppliers, machinoy 
dealers and sources of fuel, 
and the setting up of another 
database of world market 
prices, including those in 
neighbouring republics. 

Mr Mathias had to spend 
much time negotiating with 
senior Kyrgyzstan officials’to 
obtain free access to their 



Mine work: Tony Abbotts 

its own power plant and wa¬ 
ter supply. 

Until last year, the nearest 
telephone was 60 mites away 
and communications dfe- 



Persuader Chris Mathias 

weekly price information, as 
the free exchange of informa¬ 
tion between organisations 
was a new concept It was 
equally difficult to convince 


pended entirely on radio 
transmissions. 

The safety of the mine de¬ 
pended on the training of 
more than 700 local workers, 
most of whom were illiterate 
and many of whom were un¬ 
able to speak English. 

Under Egyptian employ¬ 
ment laws, the mine has to 
operate a complicated shift 
pattern, an arrangement 
made more difficult by the 
need to transport workers 
daily by bus titan lshmaeli- 
ya, 100 miles away. 

The mine is now fully op¬ 
erational, wife output due to 
double over the next three 
years. 

Eddie Hindmarsh. the 
managing director of IMC. 
says that Tony Abbott’s con¬ 
tribution to the project's suc¬ 
cess cannot be overstated. 


the national and regional me¬ 
dia to publish fee price infor¬ 
mation free of charge, as the 
scheme was seen as a possi¬ 
ble source of funds and the 
notion that the media should 
provide a public service was 
not well understood. 

One of the underlying 
principles behind fee project 
was to achieve cooperation 
and change through logical 
argument and persuasion, 
as it was believed that this 
was the best means of ensur¬ 
ing the long-term success of 
the project. 

Other problems were the 
uncertainty of communica¬ 
tions and power supply, but 
the project was folly under 
way by May last year and 
the World Bank took it over 
this year wife a view to ex¬ 
tending it nationwide. 


Category A (tangible, visible 
project): Hackle TweddeU 
Partnership for Oman State 
Ba£kHng 

IN MAY last year, the Hudde 
TweddeU Partnership was 
commissioned by the Sultan¬ 
ate of Oman to design a build¬ 
ing to house a State Council 
(similar to the House of Lords) 
and a newly created Majlis 
A’Shuru, a council of elected 
members representing the 
WIlayats (counties). 

The first meeting of the two 
councils was due to take place 
in December, so the building 
had to be speedily designed 
and built Work began on site 
— at the hottest time of the 
year—only two weeks after de¬ 
sign work had started. 

There was some uncertain¬ 
ty over haw fee chamber 
would be used, so it was derid¬ 
ed to provide a large, flat- 
floored space to offer flexibility 
of seating and use. The final 
layout provides a dais at one 
end for the Sultan, seats to 
each side of this for the Royal 
Family, banks of seating for 
the Majlis A'Shura and State 
Gouncfl members, and a horse¬ 
shoe of seating for 2X1 guests. 

Long delivery times for 
items from abroad meant that 
these had to be specified and 
designed without the normal 
sequence. Thus the marble 
flooring was specified in Mus¬ 
cat. inspected and quarried in 
Italy and sent in block form to 
fee United Arab Emirates, 
where it was cut into slabs for 
transportation to Oman. 


Category B: BACTEC Inter¬ 
national for Bosnian mine 
clearance 

BACTEC an explosive ord¬ 
nance disposal and mine clear¬ 
ance company, was appointed 
last year to recruit and train 
three teams from each of the 
ethnic communities in Bosnia- 
Herzegovina to combat the 
menace of unexploded mines. 

The political and security 
situation was fragile, and the 
first task was to recruit and 
train Bosnian and Croat 
teams, whose members were 
selected from shortlists provid¬ 
ed by their communities. Al¬ 
though it would have been logi¬ 
cal and more cost-effective to 
centralise activities, this 
p roved impossible and 
BACTEC had to provide sepa¬ 
rate facilities for training each 
ethnic group. 

Once trained, the teams 
could undertake operational 
tasks. As well as dealing with 
isolated items of ordnance, 
they searched and cleared vil¬ 
lages and buildings to allow 
the repatriation of refugees. 

The n ine teams set up by 
BACTEC undertook more 
than 1,100 tasks, including the 
rendering safe or disposal of 
bombs, including some left 
over from the Second World 
Wan landmines; mortars; gre¬ 
nades and ammunition. 
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THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS 
WISH TO CONGRATULATE 
THE BCB ON ANOTHER YEAR 
OF OUTSTANDING 
ACHIEVEMENT. 
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Excellence in the 
development and 
management of 
infrastructure 


01932 337000 


N'ABARRO HATHANSON 

See details of our 
commercial legal 
services, free legal 
briefings and 
partner contacts at: 

www.nabanro.com 
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Solicitors 
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DAVID HOWELL, Director WS Atkins International 
Woodcote Grove, Ashley Road 
Epsom, Surrey, KT18 5BW. 
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THEATRE 



Y ou don't have to be mad to 
be an artist, but a little en¬ 
dearing quirkiness never 
did any harm. Tonight, in the fair 
port of Grimsby, what is claimed 
to be the world's longest painting 
will be unveiled in its full glory for 
the first time. It is an eye-stretching 
200 metres long by 1.5 metres high:, 
it has been painted in watercolour 
by a 62-year-old Chinese refugee 
called Hai Shuet Yeung; and it is 
called Culture 5000 — this being a 
reference to the 5.000 years of Chi¬ 
nese civilisation that it celebrates. 

And if you think this sounds a 
bit fishy, you would be right. 
Yeung's painting depicts shoals of 
brilliantly coloured carp—the Chi¬ 
nese symbol of good fortune. There 
are 5,000 carp, of course, and 
Yeung says that they will be in “a 
variety of moods”. (Just how many 
moods does a carp have?) 

What’s more, this vast example 
of Chinese “scroll’’ art will be un¬ 
veiled in Grimsby Fish Market. 
But this may have less to do with 
the fish connection, and more to do 
with the fact that there aren't many 


Don’t carp, this could be a world record 


buildings in Britain long enough to 
mount a 200-metre painting. 

Naturally, Yeung has been 
snubbed by the metropolitan art 
digue. He was refused member¬ 
ship of the Royal Institute of Paint¬ 
ers in Watercolours, and has been 
disdainfully ignored fry the Lon¬ 
don critics. But the local communi¬ 
ty has got behind him. North East 
Lincolnshire Council is backing 
the unveiling of his (in every sense) 
magnum opus; and the event is be¬ 
ing organised by none other than 
the Rotary Club of Cleethorpes. A 
aXHnetre roll of paper has been 
specially manufactured by a gener¬ 
ous mill, and a local sheet-metal 
company has undertaken the chal¬ 
lenge of holding the thing upright 

None of which is surprising, for 
Yeung is a local hero. In his native 
China he was a chemistry teacher, 
but he fell foul of the authorities 
and fled to Hong Kong. He came 


to Grimsby 30 years ago, worked 
as a waiter, then openedan art gal¬ 
lery over his Chinese restaurant . 

His 5,000 carp don't come out of 
the blue, so to speak. To mark the 
handover of Hang Kong in 1997 he 
painted a ten-metre Hong Kong 
Fish Scroll —of1,997 carp, natural¬ 
ly- Culture 5000 has taken months 
to complete; a bit of it (a mere foot¬ 
ball-pitch length) was shown at the 
London Contemporary An and De¬ 
sign Show in June. 

After Grimsby. Yeung hopes to 
take it on an international tour, af¬ 
ter which be intends to cut it into 
100 pieces and sell it to museums 
and collectors. The first piece he 
wants to give to the National Muse¬ 
um in Beijing; the last he has ear¬ 
marked for a leading British muse¬ 
um. That, he says, will symbolise 
the “cultural bridge between Chi¬ 
na, my motherland, and Britain, 
my fatherland". 



RICHARD MORRISON 

Good luck to him. His sparkling 
shoals of carp may not have the 
trendy shock-impact of Damien 
Hirers dead shark, but you will 
never see another watercolour re¬ 
motely like this one. 

And what do the eagle-eyed scru¬ 
tineers at the Guinness Book of 


Records say about its claim to be 
the world’s longest painting? "We 
don’t usually monitor the Length of 
paintings," sniffs a spokeswoman. 
Shame on you, madam. “But we 
would certainly consider it,” she 
adds, more generously. Then catch 
the Grimsby train this very after¬ 
noon! History is being made. 

O r if not Grimsby, what 
about Exeter? Yes, history 
is being made there as 
w elL At 7 JO tonight 150 local peo¬ 
ple — randomly chosen from 600 
volunteers — will gather at the 
Northcott Theatre. Just 24 hours 
later they will perform a fiiD-bkwn 
production of a famous musical 
Right now they don’t even know 
which musical That will be re¬ 
vealed when they meet Then will 
come a frantic afi-night-and-day erf 
auditioning, script-learning, re¬ 
hearsing, set-buuding, costume¬ 


making, prograramewriting — 
and of course panicking. 

There win be 25 “pros” back- 
stage to guide the volunteers. Even 
so, putting on a musical is a pro¬ 
cess that normally takes Cameron 
Mackintosh or Lord Lloyd-Webber 
about three years. In Devon this 
weekend that corny old line from 
the Mickey Rooney films — “Hey 
kids, why don’t we do the show 
right here and no\rf" — win ac¬ 
quire a whole new significance. 

And it will lead to just one per¬ 
formance. “We reckoned that, after 
24 hours without sleep, adr enalin 
would carry them through one 
show, but asking them to repeat it 
on Sunday might be courting disas¬ 
ter,” says a Northcott spokesman. 

The concept, you won’t be sur¬ 
prised to learn, is called a “mad 
show”, and has been introduced 
around the country by a theatre pio¬ 
neer called Sarah Robinson. But 


this is the first time that a big reper¬ 
tory theatre has become involved. 

To me, it doesn’t sound mad at 
all. We live in an age that takes its 
cultural lead from Hollywood. 
Most shows are rehearsed, pol¬ 
ished. edited, rewritten, recut and 
market-tested into sterility before 
the public gets a look in. Even alleg¬ 
edly “improvised" TV satire is 
scripted and packaged into dull 
safety. Spontaneity, instant creativ¬ 
ity. danger; those qualities have 
been quietly erased from showbiz. 

I don't say that every production 
should accelerate from nought to 
first night in just 24 hours. But 
once in a while, someone should 
walk the tightrope in public with¬ 
out a safety net. 

Besides which, few things enter¬ 
tain the British public more than a 
wild race against time. Witness tiie 
prrvt macabre fascination with 
die disastrous non-progress of the 
Jubilee Line towards the Millenni¬ 
um Dome in Greenwich. I hope 
that the intrepid 24-hour thespians 
of Exeter are more successful than 
that Break 150 legs, darlings. 



Sweeping all before them: all the world's a drum kit to the crew of Stomp, but on no acc o unt take children who still have time to ask Santa for one 

Drumming up a 
fierce new storm 


L a Cuadra de Sevilla's 
Carmen is a wonderful 
and unexpected show 
tiiat veers well away from the 
usually Gypsy menu. De¬ 
scribed as an Andalusian folk 
opera with bugles and drums, 
it evokes toe culture of Spain 
more vividly than anything 
you have probably seen be¬ 
fore—although it helps to like 
the distinctive, pierring sound 
of Spanish processional mu¬ 
sic This is a ritualistic semi- 
staging using song, music, 
dartre and startling theatrical 
effects. There is even a white 
stallion trained in toe haute 
6 cole prances of toe Spanish 
Riding SchooL 
The horse is ridden by a pic¬ 
ador (Jaime de la Pnerta) who 
in this version is Don Josh’s ri¬ 
val. This Carmen goes back to 
toe allegedly true hfe-story of 
a tigarrera (cigarette maker), 
who lived in the early 19th cen¬ 
tury, and removes the distor¬ 
tions imposed by Prosper 
Mferimfee’s novella and Bizet’s 
opera. Here, Carmen is not 
sexually manipulative, but a 
heroine, more sympathetic, 
more logical and profound, 
who campaigns for the rights 
and dignity of working-class 
women. 


Gypsy 
in her 
Spanish 
soul 



She rejects Don Jos6 not be¬ 
cause she has simply moved 
on to another liaison, but be¬ 
cause Don Jos£ represents the 
reactionary military establish¬ 
ment which has just executed 
General Rafael de Riego 
(Juan Romero) for supporting 
a progressive constitution. 

The dance representations 
of death are extraordinarily 
powerful Lalo Tejada’s Car¬ 
men is stabbed in toe stomach 
— though not literally, thank¬ 


fully, given the fearsome 
sharpness of the knife stuck 
into toe floor throughout the 

whole performance. Before 

that Carmen has duly rolled 
cigarettes on her bared thigh 
ami a revolutionary figure¬ 
head, has stood in a red dress 
next to a giant fluttering flag 
during the Riego episode, 
like El Mistela as Don Josfc 
she had also given her heart 
and body to lengthy, exhaust¬ 
ing dances. Their final recrimi¬ 
natory duet she kneeling with 
upflung arms, is almost un¬ 
bearably intense, heightened 
by the sudden burst of bugles 
and drums. 

The staging is simple but 
concentrated, the choreogra¬ 
phy for toe soldiers contribut¬ 
ing an appropriately militaris¬ 
tic elegance, the Band of toe 
Santisimo Cristo de Las Ties 
Caidas (a processional broth¬ 
erhood) arranged on either 
side like a regimental parade. 

The singers and guitarists 
sit with them, among them a 
riveting male singer who acts 
«nto his voice and gestures 
and turns out to be the direc¬ 
tor and creator of the show. 
Salvador T&vora. 

Nadine Meisner 



r aving been told 
I I that Stomp has a 

global audience of 
L 206 million. I can 
: little point in explaining 
: thing. But the feet that 
ich of this exposure has 
*n via television gives me 
pe. since it guarantees that 
least 200 million of you 
re too busy eating pizza or 
ruing with the dog to pay at- 
tion. I ask you box-gogglers 
ast your mind back to more 
locent times; the lunch table 
he school dining-room, per- 
ps. Was there a time when. 




driven by teenage ennui or 
whatever, you hit your knife 
against the side of your cup 
and discovered that it made a 
noise? And did you then pro¬ 
ceed to hit other things with 
your knife to produce a selec¬ 
tion of rhythmic dankings? 
And did your friends join in? 


Even uhto the point of being 
hauled up in front erf the head¬ 
master? That, in a nutshefl, is 
Stomp. 

The Stomp principle is thar 
all the world is a drum kit, and 
there is a duty to hit it in as 
many and as varied ways as 
possible, whether this involves 
tap dancing on sand or biffing 
each other over the head with 
plastic tubing. Theoretically 
this occurs in a mechanics' 
workshop, as styled by Herb 
Ritts and supplied by a very 
overexcited Hollywood prop 
buyer (car parts and a cement 


flint The town 

RID 


mixer in the same place? Very 
unorthodox). 

Aurally it hits the same 
switches as a martial band or 
an Iron John workshop; some¬ 
thing in those crazy rhythms 
speaks to the long-lost coordi¬ 
nated part deep dawn inside 
the British soul; it's drumming 
and it feels good. 

The news that any show is 
an international hit is not auto¬ 
matic encouragement; a five- 
year off-Broadway run leads 
one only to the unpleasant sus¬ 
picion that Louise Woodward 
went to see it 17 times in a row; 
and after all, it is not so long 
since a lot of people thought 
Riverdance was a mod idea. 
Fortunately, top boy Luke 
Cresswell has yet to spray 
body oil cm his chest or start 
sporting nifty little hairbands. 
Indeed, Stomp is unlike any¬ 
thing else around; a bad-tem¬ 
pered. noisy dance show that 
is terribly funny, unexpectedly 
involving and, even after per¬ 
formances <hi the Moon and a 
private audience with the 
Pope, still manages to feel 
fresh and exciting. 

Stomp is back in its native 
land for five months, so the re¬ 
maining 300 million of you 
can get to see it. Just a few 
words of advice: don’t meet 
these people for a breakfast 
meeting with a hangover, and 
whatever you do, don’t take 
any children to see the show 
while there is still time to ask 
Santa for a drum kiL 
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After the ball was over. 
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Unconvincing Imbruglia 




Party animals 
get in line 

Next time someone offers you a 


pass to an aftershow party — say 


no and go home to A lewsnight 


O ne of my favourite 
things in the whole 
wide world is getting 
a pass to an aftershow party. I 
don't use the pass myself; heav¬ 
ens no. My house has a very 
large television, and as a 
band's last chord fades into 
the fetid murk of the London 
Astoria, my thoughts mm ir¬ 
revocably towards Newsnight. 
But it’s utterly thrilling to go 
up to a sweaty fan staggering 
out of the mosh-pit and say to 
them: “Would you like a pass 
to the aftershow?" They don’t 
believe you at first they stare 
thunderstruck at the little 
stick-on pass. Then comes the 
burbling — they’re hopelessly 
dehydrated from all that 
bouncing around, and their 
tongues appear to be welded to 
their palate. 

But when they finally do 
speak, it’s always a bewildered 
inquiry as to why. why. WHY 
anyone would willingly give 
up their pass into rock’n'roll 
Valhalla. 

Wei), it's simply because 
while one giddily imagines an 
aftershow to be some 
kind of stellar mardi- 
gras crammed to the 
gunnels with ice 
sculptures, fire-jug¬ 
gling showgirls and 
Elizabeth Taylor go¬ 
ing shotgun cm a can 
of Stella they are, sad¬ 
ly. crammed with six 
staff members of the 
NME. someone in 
marketing from PGly- 
dor and Mark 
Lamarr standing in a 
small, crowded room, poncing 
fags off each other, and shout¬ 
ing over some unnecessarily 
loud techno. The band never 
turn up — they too have hous¬ 
es with large televisiqns, and 
go home to watch Newsnight. 

It’s quite mortifying watch¬ 
ing sundry liggers going about 
getting into these things: as 
the venue rapidly empties, 
these slightly drunken. fur¬ 
tive-looking people scull 
around, desperately hying to 
track down someone with a 
pass. 

And these are not. lest we 
forget, glamorous places. 
Take, for instance, the Brixton 
Academy, one of Britain's pre¬ 
miere gig-sheds with a 3,000 
capacity, and decorated to 
look Like an Ancient Roman 
amphitheatre. Afters how par¬ 
ties there are notoriously diffi¬ 
cult to get into: press officers 
can easily lose themselves in 
the crowds, necessitating 
search groups of thirsty lig¬ 
gers combing the audience 
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like policemen searching 
wasteland'for a dead body. 
However, all efforts go su¬ 
premely unrewarded, as the 
“parties" (no free beer — that 
has always vanished by the 
time one gets there) take place 
in a putrid green corridor 
where the floor is permanently 
awash under a greasy Rim of 
cider, and the bar is as large as 
the average family’s dining¬ 
room table. You could put 
yourself on an NHS waiting- 
list for non-m align ant mole-re¬ 
moval and get seen to sooner. 

The Brixton Academy After- 
show Experience also exempli¬ 
fies the other tedious facet of 
these shindigs: it has only one 
female lav. Often, the half- 
hour queue for the lavs merg¬ 
es with the queue for the bar. 
and one is faced with the cruel 
situation of being asked what 
you want to drink, when your 
bladder is as full as an over- 
pumped football. 

Anyway, it doesn't matter 
how many toilets a venue has, 
because they are very rarefy be¬ 
ing used for the purpose for 
which they were or¬ 
dained. litis being 
the music industry, 
toilets are predomi¬ 
nantly used for 
those following the 
Ways of Gallagher, 
ie, snorking up 
huge lines of coke. 
Now. there are 
many reasons to 
hate cocaine: it fuels 
huge gangs of 
Colombian murder¬ 
ers; it prompts 
unlistenable al¬ 
bums: it turns anyone under 
the influence into a gabbling 
tit-wit you'd gladly kill your 
mother to get away from. 


Winsome, lose some 


T 


here has always 
seemed something 
slightly phoney about 
Natalie Imbruglia. 
Why. for instance, did the Aus¬ 
tralian singer need five produc¬ 
ers and nine co-writers on her 
debut album. Left of the Mid¬ 
dle:? Such production-line hit- 
making is fine, except that, 
when asked about her influenc¬ 
es. Imbruglia reeled off a list 
of highly credible singer-song- 
writers apparently tailored to 
signal that we should treat her 
as a serious artist rather than 
another pop sensation. - 
Her cause was not helped 
by the row over her biggest 
hit, Tom. Of course, the Im¬ 
bruglia camp will tell you that 
she never actually claimed au¬ 
thorship. but she hardly went 
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pompous. 


T 


he reason l hate co¬ 
caine. however, is be¬ 
cause I have an Achil¬ 
les bladder. If Class A drugs 
were legal, at least these idiots 
could snuffle away in quiet cor¬ 
ners. leaving those with a gen¬ 
uine medical need free run of 
the cubicles. 

So if you've never been to an 
afters how. and would still like 
to sample the unique atmos. 
go home, shut your toilet door 
and take the handle off so you 
can never get in there again. 
Put on a record you hate RE¬ 
ALLY LOUDLY: spend half 
an hour warming up some 
beer in a saucepan and decant 
it on the floor; and try to drag 
Mark Lamarr along for the 
ride. 

And to everyone I’ve ever 
given a pass to: sorry. 


out of her way to correct those 
who assumed she was baring 
her own soul in the song or to 
acknowledge Ednaswap. the 
rather fine Los Angeles band 
that actually wrote it. 

As a five performer, too. Im- 
bruglia’s decaffeinated ap¬ 
proach does little to dispel the 
doubts. If she sometimes won¬ 
ders what she has to do to shed 
the description “former Neigh¬ 
bours star, the answer is a lot 
more than this. For the first 45 
minutes at the Forum she 
played a set of competent folk- 
pop that was curiously devoid 
of both charm and conviction. 
Her songs attempt to convey a 
personal emotional narrative, 
but she appeared to lack file 
distinctive personality re¬ 
quired to carry it off. 

Although she was on stage 
in front of several hundred peo¬ 
ple, it was almost as if she was 
hiding from us. Smoke , her 
most recent single, was a case 
in point. It sounded like some¬ 
thing from the Cons song- 
book. exaept that whereas the 
Irish band would have given it 
an alluring sheen all their 
own, Imbruglia's delivery was 
polished but characterless. 
The overall effect was like tak¬ 
ing a walk around Dcea: vague¬ 
ly stylish but in a non-challeng¬ 
ing, risk-free sort of way. 

Then suddenly, on her last 
two numbers, file pounding 
Impressed and file tough- 
sounding Don't You Think?, 
she changed tack and derided 
to play the rock babe. For the 
first time in the evening she ap¬ 
peared animated rather than 
detached. But even then it was 
hard to tell if she was merely 
deploying her acting skills. 

Nigel 

Williamson 



If pop poppet Natalie Imbruglia really wants to lose the tag of “former Neighbours star”, she'll have to come across as less of an actress onstage 


Paul Sexton joins Roddy Frame, once of Aztec Camera, for a one-off Outer Hebrides gig 


j 


ohn Laurie, in his role as 
the classic screen Scots¬ 
man Private Frazer of 
Dad's Army . would roll his 
eyes in that wild, haunted way 
of his and blether about his 
childhood on “the looonely isle 
of- Barra” .After a recent 
waririrup in a similarly seques¬ 
tered spot in the Outer Hebri¬ 
des, off Scotland’s northwest 
coast, Roddy Frame has some 
fellow-feeling. 

Tonight in Manchester. 
Frame continues an eight-date 
tour of more conventional Eng¬ 
lish and Scottish venues in sup¬ 
port of The North Star, the 
first album to cany his own 
name after more than 15 yean 
as Aztec Camera- U was the ti¬ 
tle of the album that last 
month prompted the Glas¬ 
gow-born, London-based sing¬ 
er and writer to embark on a 
particularly wacky entertain- 


Go down a 
off the beat 
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‘There’s scarcefy anything here that any of his peers wouldn't have been happy to put out 
-and a good deal they wouki have been titrated to see their name on.” MOJO 

"The unreleased songs from TRACKS are sometimes better than the ones he did release* THE GUARDIAN 

■ ■Anyone who doubts his worth should try TRACKS” SUNDAY TIMES 

a captivating rock retrospe c tive.” DAILY MAIL 
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mem enterprise that Frazer 
would no doubt have de¬ 
scribed as “sheeeeer folly*'. 

So it was that he came to 
land at an airport with the di¬ 
mensions of an upmarket pet¬ 
rol station in Stornoway, on 
the isle of Lewis. Administra¬ 
tive centre of the Western 
Isles; population 5,925 at the 
last census; land of peat bogs 
and gales. And, for one night 
only, home to the Roddy 
Frame roadshow. 

The idea; Frame explained, 
was to seize the spirit of his al¬ 
bum tide and boldly go. acous¬ 
tic guitar in hand, where not 
very many rock artists could 
be bothered to go before. “I've 
always done things like this, at 
the drop of a hat,” he said. 
“Now 1 understand why I 
didn't take up the piano.” 

Mercifully, we completed 
our Stornoway pilgrimage be¬ 
fore the sting in the tail of Hur¬ 
ricane Mitch had the poor 
Hebrides reeling on the ropes. 
But the fine, silvery rain still 
fell horizontally, sharing mete¬ 
orological shiftwork with tim¬ 
orous sunshine. Four seasons 
in one day indeed. 

Locals reminisce about the 
detours that have seen the oc¬ 
casional celebrity visit to the is¬ 
land. They cherish the memo¬ 
ry. still fresh in their minds, of 
a stopover by Echo and the 
Burtnymen — in 1983. That 
mini-four, which also took in 
Skye in the Inner Hebrides, 
has passed into Bunnymen 
folklore, not least because 
their ever-pugnadous front¬ 
man Ian McCulloch allegedly 
got into a fight with a locto 
who pointed out McCulloch 
was wearing ballet shoes and 
no socks. 

F rame’s rather more so¬ 
ber sojourn was a bless¬ 
ed boost for Lewis's 
brand new community radio 
station. Isles FM, which was 
just about to launch as a full¬ 
time broadcaster and was able 
to secure the artist for a 
45-minute pre-gig interview. 
“It was unexpected,” said the 
station's Jim Blade. “We were 
.very grateful for someone of 
his .talent coming here. We 
dont get many big stars, die 
last big one would have been 
Runrig. who played in a hang¬ 
ar in the RAF camp, but that 
was a few’ years ago." 

“Going to the radio station 
was a tag thrift." Frame said. 
“Being a really small station, 
the guy apologised for having 
a very limited selection of 
records. But they had fantastic 
records — Buffalo Springfield, 
Neil Young, the Velvet Under¬ 
ground, John Hiatt, all 
records from my collection. I 
was knocked out to be there. I 



Roddy Frame: have 
acoustic guitar, will travel 

know that sounds like some¬ 
thing Bob Monkhouse would 
say, but I was.” 

Come gig time, the venue — 
an irony-free tinsel tribute to 
1970s disco kitsch in the Sea- 


storm 

track 


forth Hotel — was respectably 
if not heavinglv populated by 
curious observers and commit¬ 
ted Aztec Camera devotees. 
Frame, who, after plying his 
trade since the early 1980s, is 
still an impossibly youthful 34, 
punctuated an assured set 
with moments of tactical 
charm. “The taxi driver told 
me today that the women out¬ 
number the men in this town 
by five to one, is that true?" he 
asked at one point. “So if it 
was, there’d be 15 women here 
tonight, eh?" 

Blade, a Glaswegian him¬ 
self who. like many others, 
came to Lewis and surprised 
himself by staying, said: “We* 
re given a lot of ted publicity 
here. People from the main¬ 
land tend to think we’re in a 
wee world of our own." He 
spoke enthusiastically about 
the local rock talent in the 
Western Isles, notably a band 
called Astrid who toured re¬ 
cently with Sean Lennon. 
They are unrelated to the 
former Goya Dress vocalist of 


the same name who. confus¬ 
ingly. will not only support 
Frame on tour this month but 
is herself something of a musi¬ 
cal oudander, having been 
bom on Shefiand. 

The morning after the show, J 
assorted jaded. London town- w 
ies drove across the island, 
past the ruined crofters’cottag¬ 
es and the neatly trimmed 
sods of peat left for gathering. 
Marvelling at a landscape of 
such stark loveliness, we 
walked among the mysterious 
monoliths of the celebrated 
Callanish standing stones. 
Frame and his cameraman 
made the most of the occasion. 
“We got some great Super-S 
footage up there," Frame said, 
adding, with severe under¬ 
statement: "It was a little bit 
windy. I was glad I didn’t have 
the quiff any more." 

As he treads more familiar 
boards over the next few days. 
Frame will be fuelled by raid 
memories of his 24 hours in 
the Scottish boondocks. “For 
years. I’ve been cornered in ho¬ 
tel bars by Americans telling . 
me how beautiful Scotland is," JP 
he said. “Now 111 have some-' 
thing to tell them." 

• The North Star is released byln- 
dependienie. Roddy Frame.plays 
Manchester MDH tonight, Shef¬ 
field Leadmill tomorrow, Glasgow 
Fruit Market (Nov 23) and Aber¬ 
deen Lemon Tree (Nov 24) 
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British Comedy Award 
Winner for the Best 
New Comedy Show 

Featuring stand-up From The 
Debonnaire Dachshund himself as he 
performs live on London’s Premier 
West End stage, at the end of his 
1998 sell-out tour. 

Special presentation pack 

OUT NOW ON VIDEO 
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■ POP ALBUMS 

Springsteen trifles 


ARTS 


■ JAZZ ALBUMS 

Herbie Hancock revisited 


The Boss 
clears out 
his old files 


BRUCE SPRINGSTEEN 
Tracks 

(Columbia COL 492605: 
four discs £34.99) 

AS THE British chart suc¬ 
cumbs to the seasonal deluge 
of Greatest Hits albums, you 
begin to wonder if any of the 
world’s major pop acts are go¬ 
ing to release anything new 
ever again. More insidious, 
but just as commonplace, has 
been the rise of the “rarities” 
oompiiadon, usually a chance 
to smuggle into the shops a 
raft of old material ranging 
from the marginally substand¬ 
ard to the unacceptable. 

As with most things to do 
with rock'n'roll, the idea took 
root with Elvis Presley, but 
only really flourished after the 
overwhelming success of the 
Beatles’ Anthology series. 
Now everyone is at it 
Although Bruce Spring¬ 
steen's Tracks is a superior ex¬ 
ample of the genre, it con¬ 
forms to the established guide¬ 
lines which are basically: 1) 
less quality, more quantity 
and 2) the more doubtful the 
provenance of the music, the 
more lavish the packaging. 

So Tracks is a 66-track, four- 
disc set. enveloped in a lush 
bed of folding laminated card¬ 
board. The musical journey 
stretches from the audition re¬ 
cordings that secured Spring¬ 
steen ms recording contract in 
1972—just a Dylan-influenced 
voice, a lot of words and an ap¬ 
proximately strummed acous¬ 
tic guitar — to a less verbose 
number called Gave it a 
Name, recorded just three 
months ago. 

The majority of the tracks 
have never been released be¬ 
fore. but so prodigious is 
Springsteen's output that he 
has not had to include any 
fouled-up performances or 
bits of lennon-esque studio 
banter to top up the package. 
Some trades are “understud- 


NEW POP 
ALBUMS 


ies" of songs that made it on to 
the finished albums {Zero and 
Blind Terry, for instance, is an 
unmistakably dose relation of 
Rosalita): others were side¬ 
lined because they did not fit 
the mood of a particular al¬ 
bum or period — and some 
were simply not good enough 
then and, unsurprisingly, are 
no better now. 

Springsteen calls these 
songs the “ones that got 
away", and there is plenty 
here for his students to pore 
over and admire. But at the 
end of the day. Tracks is more 
about filling the gaps in his re¬ 
lease schedule than adding to 
our enjoyment of his work 

GOLDIE 

Ring of Saturn 
(ffn7 London 570 353 £6.66) 
RETREATING somewhat 
from the over-extended tedium 
of his double-album, Satumz- 
retunt, released earlier this 
year, Goldie attempts to get 
back on trade with Ring of Sat¬ 
urn. a short album that holds 
out the smallest of olive 
brandies to those not wholly 
immersed in the infinite 
groove that is drum Yi'bass. 

The opening track is a re¬ 
prise of his hour-long opus. 
Mother, boiled down to a 
more manageable seven min¬ 
utes. which is what he should 
have done with it in the first 
place. What You Won't Do 
For Love (Radio Edit), featur¬ 
ing the warm, jazzy vocals of 
his long-time associate Diane 
Charlemagne, is an excursion 


CDs reviewed in The 
Times can be ordered 
from the Times. Music 
Shop on 0345 02349S 


into the more accessible 
realms currently being ex¬ 
plored by his former record la¬ 
bel colleagues 4 Hero. 

But other tracks such as Hye¬ 
na I and Kaiser Salsek, with 
their minimalist rhythm 
tracks and harsh, repetitive 
haunted-house noises are less 
forgiving and less interesting. 
It seems that despite his pio¬ 
neering credentials. Goldie is 
now happy to remain stud; in 
a hardcore ghetto. 

KIRK FRANKLIN 

The Nu Nation Project 
(Gospo Centric/ 

Interscope 1ND 90178 £15.99) 
“AT THE name of Jesus every 
knee has got to bow/You don’t 
have to wait until the fire 
comes/You can go on and 
shout and praise Him right 
now ” Yes indeed. Kirk Prank- 
tin is a singer who takes his 
gospel message seriously and 
literally. He is also a star of im¬ 
peccably modem credentials 
in soul and hip hop rircles, a 
man who can recruit R. Kelly, 
Mary J. Blige and. er. Bono to 
assist on his song Lean onMe, 
turning it into such a show¬ 
boating tour de force that you 
almost forget what a terrible 
dirge it actually is. 

Elsewhere, on Riverside and 
If You've Been Delivered. Fran¬ 
klin and his army of backing 
singers harness their voices to 
some mighty funk grooves, the 
sheer zeal of their performanc¬ 
es sending the energy level 
shooting off the scale. 

HELL 

Munich Machine 
(Disko BA^ 

WR100318 £14.99) 

HELL is the nom du decks of 
German techno star Helmut 
Geier. a DJ who combines 
sleek Teutonic house and elec¬ 
tro rhythm tracks with a 
warped but plainly detectable 
sense of drama and humour. 
The influence of Kraftwerk 
and Giorgio Moroder per¬ 
vades Munich Machine, but 
Hell puts a distinctly 1990s 
spin on numbers such as Dom- 
inatrix. with its ice-maiden voi¬ 
ceover, and on his eccentric 
cut-and-paste versions of 
songs previously performed 
by artists as diverse as Grace 
Jones (Warm Leatherette ) and 
Barry Mamlow ( Capa ). 

David Sinclair 


TOP TEN ALBUMS 


(3) UJw a ConHowm a — the Bart Of. 

(5) I’ve Bam Tot. ...... 

(8) Talk on l 

(4) The Bast of 


1 
2 

3 

4 

5 
8 

7 

8 (1) Iko Boo* oT 1080-1*90 8 

9 (20) Modem Classics — tko Greatest HKo . 

10 (9) Hits- 


_Geor @2 Michael (Eprc) 


(21) Tho Best of 1380-1990, 

(2) Tfca Mastetptan - — 

(13) Om Night Only 


.Robbie Wfflams (Chrysalis) 
-The Cons (Atlantic) 

_M People (M People) 

U2 (Island) 


.Oasis (Creation) 


.Bee Gees (Poiydor) 
.U2 (island) 


.Paul Weller (Island) 
„Phfl Collins (Vffgm) 


COPYRIGHT CIN 


i Figure in bmckers indicates last weeks position 



Bruce Springsteen’s devotees will doubtless snap up the four-CD Tracks. Other record buyers are advised to be cautious 


HERBIE HANCOCK 

The Complete Blue Note Sixties Sessions 
(Blue Note B2BN 7243 4 95569 2 8) 
Gershwin's World 
(Verve 557 797-2) 

THOSE who complain about the relative 
lack of originality, spontaneity and ebul¬ 
lience in the 1990s jazz recorded by musi¬ 
cians who rose to prominence with the 
Blue Note label in the 1960s might be for¬ 
given for assuming their case proven by 
the evidence provided on these two issues. 

Herbie Hancock'S Sixties Sessions col¬ 
lects, on six CDs in a lavishly annotated 
book-style box, his seven Blue Note al¬ 
bums, from his extraordinary debut, 
Takin'Off, containing Watermelon Man 
and featuring Dexter Gordon and Fred¬ 
die Hubbard, to 1969S The Prisoner, plus 
assorted alternative takes and Hancock 


Hancock’s 
finest hour 


JAZZ ALBUMS 


compositions from contemporaries’ al¬ 
bums for the same company. 

The pianist’s latest release. Gershwin’s 
World, is a “project** in which a selection 
of pieces by Gershwin and related compos¬ 
ers is interpreted by Hancock and a series 
of stellar guests. Joni Mitchell, Stevie 
Wonder, Kathleen Battle and the Or¬ 
pheus Chamber Orchestra among them. 
As a gala concert it might have succeeded. 


but as an album, with its succession*of ill- 
assorted contributors parachuted in, it is 
simply unsettling, its sheer heterogeneity 
overwhelming. 

The Blue Note sessions, by contrast pos¬ 
itively sparkle with freshness and enthusi¬ 
asm: alongside Hancock, the likes of 
George Coleman. Hank Mobley. Ron 
Carter and Tony Williams are active, vital 
participants in the music rather than—as 
with the Verve recording — almost inci¬ 
dental to it drafted in as much for the com¬ 
mercial impact of having their names on 
the album’s cover sticker as for any strict¬ 
ly musical reasons. Hancock’s early al¬ 
bums are still essential listening; it is hard 
to imagine his Gershwin project still at¬ 
tracting attention in 2030. 

Chris Parker 


Ready 

steady 

dance 

S oul music was a true 
child of the 1960s. At the 
stan of the decade it 
had still to free itself from its 
gospel and vocal group roots, 
by the end some felt its best 
days were over. But what is un¬ 
disputed is that the music cre¬ 
ated during that time contin¬ 
ues to exen a huge influence. 

It was heard over here in 
clubs like the Flamingo in Lon¬ 
don and the Twisted Wheel in 
Manchester. Both are remem¬ 
bered in new CDs. From 
Route 66 to ilie Flamingo (Star 
reside 496 50!2? reprises such 
turntable hits as Barbara 
George's / Know and Inez and 
Charlie Foxx’s Hurt by Love, 
while The Twisted Wheel Sto¬ 
ry One More Time (Gold¬ 
mine GSCD112) features the 
Detroit rhythms of Oh How 
Happy by Shades of Blue and 
the Booker T-like Hole in the 
Wall by the Packers. 

British record-makers were 
quick to produce homegrown 
versions of the Motown 
sound. The best efforts were 
usually by American singers 


SOUL ALBUMS 


resident in Britain, such as 
Geno Washington, or West In¬ 
dians such as Jimmy James, 
both of whom can be heard on 
Dance Like The Devil (Sequel 
NEMCD 972) and Soul For 
Sale (NEMCD 975). 

Bade in the States, the soul 
music scene in the Sixties was 
still regional and incredibly 
varied. In New York, the Rou¬ 
lette family of labels were re¬ 
cording Brenda Jo Harris and 
Jerry Williams Jr as well as a 
dozen or so other artists to be 
heard on Doctor Good Soul 
(Westside WESM525) while 
the Jubilee label was creating 
one of the true classics of the 
era in the shape of the emotion¬ 
al tour de force Cry To Me by 
Betty Harris now lo be heard 
on Soul Perfection Phis (West- 
side WES AS07). 

In Chicago, Barbara Addin, 
the Chi-Lites and Tyrone Dav¬ 
is reigned. Addin’s infectious 
Am I The Same Girl is on a 
two albums on one CD reis¬ 
sue, Love Makes a Woman/ 
Seven Days of Night (Edsel 
DlAB 868). while the smooth 
harmony of the Chi-Lites on 
hits like Oh Girl and Have 
You Seen Her can be found on 
The Highlights from The 
Chi-Lites (Edsel DIAB 872). 
Best of all is the work of Davis, 
a soul singer with a blues- 
man’s voice whose superb 
Can I Change My Mind plus 
his other R&B chart hits are on 
Turning Back the Hands of 
Tune (Edsel DIAB 873). 

John Clarke 
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Clive Davis meets Eric Bibb, freebooting citizen of the 12-bar world 


A passport coloured blues 


T he most memorable 
blues album of 1997 did 
not arrive from any of 
the obvious sources. Not from 
the Delta, nor from Chicago’s 
South Side, nor from the read- 
side bars of Texas. No, you 
have to look several thousand 
miles to the east to find Eric 
Bibb's adopted home. 

Raised in New York, the 
singer has long lived the expa¬ 
triate life in Stockholm, gather¬ 
ing together a group of local 
players in order to prove that 
modem blues music has at¬ 
tained the status of an interna¬ 
tional language. The album in 
question. Good Stuff, estab¬ 
lished him as a major contem¬ 
porary voice. 

His reputation advanced 
even further this summer 
when he joined his mentor Taj 
Mahal at a one-day heritage 
festival at the Barbican- Al¬ 
though Mahal enjoyed top bill¬ 
ing. Bibb's soulful amalgam of 
traditional songs, gospel and 
gentle domestic ballads made 
an even bigger impression. 
With a six-piece acoustic band 
mixing a mandolin with steel¬ 
string guitars, he has em¬ 
barked on a tour which includ¬ 
ed two nights at London’s Jazz 
Cafe. It would be a pity if only 
hardcore blues enthusiasts 
turned out to hear him; his 
pristine vocals and fertile melo¬ 
dies ought to appeal to anyone 
raised on the singer-songwrit¬ 
er tradition that embraces trou- 
badors as varied as the late 
Ted Hawkins, James Taylor 
and Joni MitchelL 
Bibb, 45. is carrying on a 
family tradition. His father, 
Leon, became one of the stal¬ 
warts of the Greenwich Vil¬ 
lage coffee house folk scene of 
the 1960s; his unde, John 
Lewis, is leader of the hugely 
popular chamber group, the 
Modem Jazz Quartet When 


Lewis played a rare dub date 
in London earlier this year, his 
nephew was in the audience. 
The two men are now talking 
about a collaboration. 

“He’s got some tunes he 
says he wants to try," Bibb ex¬ 
plains. "I used to go to his 
home and be knocked out by 
the fact that he had two grand 
pianos and a harpischord in 
the living room. But he's a real¬ 
ly bluesy guy too. He’d put 
Muddy Waters on the record 
player. I'm sure most of his 
fans wouldn't expect that" 

As a boy. Bibb grew accus¬ 
tomed to seeing musicians 
passing through the family 
home. The folk singer Odetta 
was one regular visitor, and 
he recalls sitting on the stairs 


and enjoying a conversation 
with a young Bob Dylan. 

He first moved to Stock¬ 
holm, via Paris, in the 1970s. 
Invifed to the city one sum¬ 
mer, he decided to stay for a 
decade. Although he later re¬ 
turned to New York for a few 
years, Europe eventually drew 
him back again. 

While putting down roots in 
Sweden he supplemented his 
income by translating chil¬ 
dren's books into English. 
Good Stiff, his second album 
for the Swedish Opus 3 label, 
turned its back on studio arti¬ 
fice, creating an exceptionally 
natural ambience. On one 
trade, the gospel-flavoured 
Where The Green Grass 
Grows, a wheezing pump or¬ 


gan was pressed into service to 
add a touch of revivalism, and 
Bibb also called on the voices 
of the Deacons, a gospel quar¬ 
tet who had been prominent 
on his earlier disc. Spirit and 
the Blues. 

The one false step he has 
made so far was a miscon¬ 
ceived electric album. Me to 
You. Released last year on 
Warners’ Code Bleue label, it 
drained all the individuality 
out of his songs in a vain quest 
for commercial airplay. 

H appily, the band he is 
taking on the road 
will return to the 
Good Stuff format. The spirit¬ 
ual element is particularly 
close to his heart. “There used 
to be a lot of blues fanatics 
who didn't like it, but 1 find 
people are more and more re¬ 
ceptive now.” he says. The die- 
hards have these preconcep¬ 
tions about the music — it's as 
if I’ve got to dress a certain 
way and drink certain stuff. 

“The funny thing is that a lot 
of their old heroes, going bade 
as far as the 1920s. had a much 
more mixed repertoire. The re¬ 
cording industry had a lot to 
do with restricting their output 
to suit their idea of what the 
blues were — miserable songs 
played by half-drunk musi¬ 
cians who were likely to forget 
to ask to be paid.” 

The real world, he argues, 
was much more eclectic Bibb 
remains true to tradition in his 
own way. All he needs is an au¬ 
dience willing to open its ears. 

• Brie Bibb ploys The Stables. 
Wavendon, tomorrow; Old Vic. 
Bristol, Sun; Com Exchange, Ips¬ 
wich p^ov 25}; Rqyal Northern Col¬ 
lege of Music, Manchester (Nov 
26); la belle angele. Edinburgh. 
(Nov 28); Customs House. South 
Shields, (Nov 29); Irish Centre. 

Leeds (Nov 30) 



Born in New York but long resident in Stockholm, 
guitarist Eric Bibb is now winning fains in Britain 


Christmas on the street 
- or safe at St Mungo's? 



It probably says a lot about St Mungo's that when we 
* take people off the street we find room for their best 
friend too. We make it our policy not to turn anyone 
away from our hostels if it can be avoided. Being in 
St Mungo's means a dean, warm bed in a safe haven. 

And once we accept people we do all we can to 
rehabilitate, retrain and resettle them. In providing 
accommodation for over 1000 people a night 
St Mungo's has set itself very high standards indeed. 
Will you help us to maintain those standards? We’d be 
grateful and so would homeless people in London, 
not to mention their dogs. Please send whatever you 
can afford, with the coupon below. 


I would like to support St Mungo’s work with homeless people in 
London and I enclose a cheque/po for £ __ _ 

or please detail my 

Visa/Access card no___ 

Exp .date.-Signed--- 

Name (please print)._ 

Address.------ - - . 


RHMMndtK 

St Mungo’s, Freepost, Room 36, Atlantic House, 

1-3 Roddey Road, London W14 00J 

Charity exempt from registration 0=nandly society No 20598R) 

I 1 please tick if you prefer us not to pass on 
— 1 your derate mother charities 





























■ LISTINGS 

Wooster Group in Belfast 


RECOMMENDED TODAY 


Guftfe to arts and e nte rt ain ment compiled by Marti Hargle 


LONDON 

ORCHESTRA Of THE IffTH 
CENTURY. Tire accfedmed period- 

tasbumewt band unde* Its wratoetor 

Rans Brfiggen makes ite Baibican 
d*ut wilh rwo of Bach's popular 

orchestral Guftss. Also on affsr is Itw 

composer’s cetetonaafy Magntad 
eiing by a cast ol young European 
Hrtgera and itw Qu«wnWan Ox*. 
BartHcanjm 71-638 8891). Tonfeht 
7.30pm. B 

BIRTHDAY CONCERT: Tbe eninant 
British orgamsJ Sunon Piwtan cete- 
braJB8Ms«Wi bMhdaywtfiacofv 
cert ol oraan music tnduting works 
by Bach andTakemftsa With the 
trumpeter H&kan Hardenberger. 

St Jotm-a (0171-222 (061). 

EURTOtCE Edward do Souza. Ian 
Target! with Rosanna Long as the 
doomed heroine in rare chance to 
see an early AnouBh. The S&aydogs 
production turns the audtortum Wo a 
seedy station butfet 
BAG. SW11 (0171-523 2223). Opens 
tonlghL 7J30pnv @ 

DANCE UMBRBJLA Alto a five-year 
absence New Yorker Doug 0Uns 
and his company ol eight dancers 
return to London for a show ol hard' 
edged. dWKtafl physteaHy drawing 
on hip-hop. battel and break-nance. 
Quaen ERzabeth HaH (0171-960 
4243). Tonight, tomorrow, 7.45pm. 

ELSEWHERE 

BELFAST The expertmental New 
York theatre company, the Wooster 
Group, makes te <k& vWt to Intend 
with is unique take on Eugene 
OTteUTs Expressionist play. The Hairy 
Ap& (Opens torvght in the BT Studio. 
Spmj. At the sane tone in the 
Waterfront Ha* the tojntawrOI Choir 


■ SSafiS 






Frans Briiggen makes 
bis Barbican debut 

and the Enflfeh Baroqua SotaiaB 
under John EBotGartSner perform 

VrvakS, Bach and Handel _ 

Festival Box OtOce: (01232 685977). 
CARDIFF; The Secret Sevan Sera 

the World, a new adventure by 
Charles Way. courtesy at Enid Hyton, 
te Bet in 1999 wrOi one of tha original 
Seven now a grandfather. 

Sherman (01222 230 451). Previews 
tonight. 7pm. Opens tomorrow, 7pm. 

crawley: Not o PC rock group, but 
one cA (he tap braes ercmnbtoB on 
the currant scene, ihe Black Dyke 
Band arrives for an afternoon of 
aiming sounds. Part ol a brass bond 
season here. 

Hawth (0293 553838). Sun, 3pm.® 


NEW WEST END SHOWS 


Jeremy Kingston's choice of theatre showing In London 
■ House fufl, reUrrrifl only 13 Some seats available □ Seats at al pricaa 


H THE BEST OP TIMES: The 
Bridewell Theatre’s programme of 
■ Jerry Harman songs from La Cflge 
aux Fates. Marne. Mack & Mabel and 
He*}. Dolly* transfers to the West 
End. Cast includes Kathryn Evans. 
Vaudeville (0171-838 SBB7). 

■ UTTLE MALCOLM AND HIS 
STRUGGLE AGAINST THE 
EUNUCHS: Denis Lawson directs 
Ewan McGregor m David HaRmtitTe 
celebrated student fascist play. 
Hampstead (0171-722 9301). Q 
E STOMP: Luke CreaoweU bnngs hts 
marvefloua percussion troupe back to 
Britain alter too long away. National 
tour (blows. 

Roundhouse, N1 (0(71-420 0171) 

□ SUPPLIANTS: James Karr directs 
his now version ol taachytu&’s drama 
of Ihe daughter Of Danaos flaring 
from die threat ol torced mamaga. 
Originally 50 daughters but probably 
fewer here. 

Gate (0171-2290706). 

□ HALF MOON: Set In a Fteowa 
pub during the FalMands War. Jack 


Shepherd 's play looks st whs! hap¬ 
pen® to padBate and dteaenlare when 
the rest of society wants to fight 
Southwark Pt&yhous (0171-620 
3494). 

S3 THE STORM: Susan Lynch, 
Maggie Stead, Tom Mannton m a 
revival oi Ostrovsky’S 1859 drama ol 
a stifling, passionless marriage. 

Hettia Macdonald tSratas. 

AJnnkfa (0171-359 4404). fi 

■ GUIDING STAR; Jonathan 
Haney’s hBfcboraugn af termath play, 
premiered in Liverpool comes to (he 

matron s 

Cotteskra (0171-452 3000). fi 

■ INTO THE WOODS: SondMm’a 
nightmarish take on favourite iairy 
tefo. John Crowley dlracta the winter 
musical. 

Donmar (0171-8891732). Q 

B SIMPLY BARBRA: Homage to La 
Stnstaand by New Yorker specialist 
Steven Brinberg. who looks and 
sounds remarkably Ike d* famous 
lady. 

Jennyn Street (0171-287 2875). 


FILMS ON GENERAL RELEASE 


Geoff Brown's choice of the latest movies 


NEW RELEASES 

ANGEL SHARKS ( 15 ): Hectic, flashy 
French Hm about rasUom teenagers 
on (he fftriera. With Vahina Grocanta 
and Frederic Malgrps; efitecter, 
Manuel PradaL 

DEAD MAN'S CURVE (15): 

Derivative horror comedy-tfirfller, with 
some smart dialogue. Dan Rosen 
directs Matthew Utad and Michael 
Vartan. 

THE EEL (id): Sheba rmarfl Lira's 
xfiosyncrabc and humane *ana 
abate a man paroled after serving 
Ome tor murdering las wile. 

THE FOUNTAINHEAD (PG):Ayn 
Rand's heated novel about a 
vtoonary architect. aimed in 1948 
with Gary Cooper and Patricia Neal. 
Oandtoae. sOy. and oompeOkig- 
Director, King VWor. 

LES MISERAHLES (12); Straight 
dramatic rendering ol Victor Hugo's 
novel with Liam Neesonand 
Geoffrey Rush. OK. but no artistic 
hetgws so scaled. Director, Bflte 
AuguaL 

RONfN ( 15 ): OkLfashroned action 
flute vrtffl Robert Do Niro. Jeon Reno 
and rihers, seekrng to retrieve a 
mysurioua bnetcase. Director, John 
FTantenhetoier. 


ROUND BIS (15): Lively (totals, but a 
dul central performance from Matt 
Damon as a law student wfXD 
succumbs to the gambing Itch. 
Director, John DahL 

CURRENT 

BLADE (18): Extravagant fumbtad 
tonm fantasy, tun lor a taro, with 
Westey Snipes as the vampire- 

hunting acton hero from the pages of 
Marvel Comics. 

FEAR AND LOATHING IN LAS 
VEGAS (18): Tony GOam’s 
indgestihle and wearisome version of 
Hunter s. Thompson’s novel about a 
journalist on a drugs binge it 1971. 
WKh Johnny Depp. 

HENRY TOOL (18): Uncouth 
vagabond shakes up dysfunctional 
New Jersey family. Whimsical epic 
from Hal Hartley, with eome grant 
momerts. 

INSOMNIA (15): Homicide cop with 
bayed nerves tries to solve a teenage 
art's murder. Ctaier and atmospheric 
Norwegian thrfler. 

ANTZ (PG): Neurotic ant finds himself 
a war hero, ingenious computer- 
generaied animation, mourned u die 
voices Of Woody Alton, Sharon Stone 
and Sylvester SteBone. 


ARTS 


rn r times FRIDAY NOVEMB ER 20 1998 

■ MUSIC 


Magnificent late Tippett 


Pretty powerful little Hitler 


F irst "there was Bi¬ 
noche, then Neeson. 
then Spacey, then Kid¬ 
man, and now at the 
Hampstead Ewan McGregor, 
anti-hero of Shallow Grave 
and Trainspotting. Truly, 1998 
' has been a rich year for megas- 
tars wishing to trek from the 
screen to ihe London stage- If 
Meryl Streep were to play But¬ 
tons in a Christmas Cinderel¬ 
la, or Charlton Heston Widow 
Twankey in Aladdin* it would 
only be the logic of the times. 

McGregor does not literally 
strip, as Nicole Kidman fa¬ 
mously did in The Blue Room* 
but he gives us the half-oomi- 
cally. half-seriously troubled 
innards of the title-character 
of David HalliweQ’s 1966 play. 
Little Malcolm and His 
Struggle Against the Eu¬ 
nuchs- Malcolm Scrawdyke is 
the surly, rebellious, secretly 
insecure adolescent of the Six¬ 
ties, but not only that He has 
got his fantasies from Willis 
Hail'S Billy Liar, his impotent 
rage from John Osborne’s Jim¬ 
my Porter, his beard, lank 
hair and vaguely military over¬ 
coat from same student dive — 
and, as it seems now, his 
crazed ambitions from Zhiri¬ 
novsky. 

Malcolm emerges fully 
clothed from beneath the blan¬ 
kets in his drear, icy Yorkshire 
garret burning with resent¬ 
ment at having been sacked 
from ait school for smoking 
tegs outside the door of the 
Principal, Ailard. How is he to 
hit back? By persuading some 
fellow-pupils — Joe Outline’s 
sharp, mischievous Wide, 
Nicolas Tennant's soft gorm¬ 
less Ingham and Sean Gilder's 
goofy, gangling, maddeningly 
garrulous Nipple — to join 
him in setting up what they de¬ 
ride to call the Dynamic Erec¬ 
tion Party. Its enemies are the 
supposed castrad of the 1960s 
Establishment, primarily the 
awful Ailard. who is to be kid¬ 
napped, lured into smashing 
up a Stanley Spencer stolen 

S et in the depths ofa gay 
brothel in Earls Court, 
Andrew Pagan’s play 
turns out to be a weaker work 
than its three predecessor? in 
the Soho Theatre Company's 
current season, for all that it 
was awarded die company’s 
own Verity Bargate Award. 
The play can’t be faulted for 
originality of setting: few Brit¬ 
ish plays have gone so ter as to 
people a stage even with fe¬ 
male prostitutes, and even 
though rent boys burst or sidle 
into a fair number of modem 
plays they haven’t before been 
seen in their off-moments at 
work. Michael Wilcox's Rents 
is probably still the most per¬ 
suasive play about boys on the 
game, and that dates from 
1979. 

Pagan's piece does have one 
character who isn't a prosti¬ 
tute. and he (George Origan) 
is the father of the public 
school boy Charlie (Rufus 
Wright), crying out his Hugh 
Grantish looks on the market 
Father comes to rescue him, or 
perhaps to vent anger that he's 
a ne’er-do-well who should 
have been the one to die in¬ 
stead of his lovely sister. It is 


from a Huddersfield art gal¬ 
lery, and blackmailed.. 

You have to suspend your 
disbelief to swallow every¬ 
thing H alii well throws at you. 
Isn’t the boys'plot unnecessari¬ 
ly preposterous? And why, in 
the days when student grants 
were student giants, would 
even very naive young men re¬ 
nounce their education to fol¬ 
low Uttie Malcolm? 

But this is exactly tile chal¬ 
lenge facing McGregor. He 
must have enough authority 
and charisma to make Wide 
and Tngham shout “Heil 
Scrawdyke". plan violent 
putsches and. as the play dark¬ 
ens. put Nipple on show-trial 
and join him in beating up the 
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giri he fancies. He must be shy 
with women, and he must sug¬ 
gest that sexual frustration 
partly explains rhetoric that 
gets more murderous by the 
moment- He must be coward 
and bully, an embryonic Hit¬ 
ler and that other inadequate 
artist. Schickelgruber. 

Little Malcolm is not a 
great play but thanks to politi¬ 
cal resonances that Denis Law- 
son’s production makes clear, 
it has stayed interestingly un¬ 
dated. Nor is McGregor able 
to bring seamless emotional 
unity to a character HaliiweU 
variously sees as vulnerable, 
paranoid, silly and dangerous. 
Yet at different moments he 
proves capable of sulking and 
brooding, bashfully squirm¬ 
ing and gurgling as he rehears¬ 
es a love-speech, shrinking 
into the wall when the lady her¬ 
self appears, glinting with mal¬ 
ice, and banging out orotund 
nonsense in near-Nuremberg 
style. His escape from screen 
to stage is well worth it 

Benedict 

Nightingale 

• This review appeared in some 
editions of The Times yesterday 

Flouncy 
boys 
will be 
boys 



not dear precisely why he 
makes his first visit but sec¬ 
ond time round it is because 
he has been summoned by a 
fellow inmate who has broken 
"house rules’’ and fallen for 
Charlie’s charm. The play be¬ 
came less and less convincing 
by the minute. 

The text is brimful of factual 
details, sums earned, actions 
required, risks run, deceptions 
practised, but the flaws come 





Alight with resentment: Ewan McGregor as the vengeful student Malcolm Scrawdyke in David Halliwell's Sixties play 


in with die relationships. The 
flouncy bciys flounce and the 
tough ones act tough, but nev¬ 
er do ihey stray from ihe basic 
type the author deddes they be¬ 
long to. 

To his credit he does not go 
round the cast and give every¬ 
one a scene explaining why he 
should want to earn a firing be¬ 
ing bullied by the sharp- 
tongued disciplinarian, or nis 
fractious assistant who glo¬ 
ries (and I mean glories) in the 
rank of Deputy Madam. But 
when he does venture into the 
matter of motives the revela¬ 
tions, such as they are, lack 
dramatic excitement 

There are signs enough that 
Pagan may well write a better 
constructed play, but the les¬ 
son to be drawn from Jonath¬ 
an Lloyd’s production is that a 
full-length new play needs 
longer than a week's rehearsal 
to bring it into shape- The 
weekly reps in days of yore sel¬ 
dom if ever risked a new play, 
and rehearsal rewrites might 
have been able to make the 
play itself as intriguing as its 
concept, 

Jeremy Kingston 


Vintage creative vitality 


WITH Tippett's last orchestral 
score. Strauss’s Four Last 
• Songs and Brahms's final sym¬ 
phony on the programme, mon¬ 
archists might well have detect¬ 
ed a worrying message behind 
this year's Royal Concert 
Everyone else will simply have 
relished a line-up of works un¬ 
usually solid for such events, 
and drawn satisfaction from 
the knowledge that it was in 
support of an excellent and ap¬ 
propriate cause, the Musicians 
Benevolent Fund. 

Late works these may all 
have been, but even the writing 
of the 90-year-old Tippett is 
marked more by creative vi¬ 
tality than by any sense of vale¬ 
diction. With each hearing of 
The Rose bake, the work's sta¬ 
ture, never in doubt anyway, be¬ 
comes clearer; here, in the 
hands of the BBC National Or¬ 
chestra of Wales under Mark 
Wigglesworth, it emerged as a 
magnificent tone poem that 
transports the listener back to 
the Senegalese lake of its inspi- 


Royal 

ration. Right from the ethereal 
opening, with rototoms break¬ 
ing through the rippling sur¬ 
face to 'reveal mysterious 
depths, this was a perform¬ 
ance that caught all the score’s 
song-like iyncism. Wiggles¬ 
worth wielded an attentive 
and scrupulous baton. 

Nobody managed to get in¬ 
side Strauss's late masterpiece 
in quite the same way. Per¬ 
haps because she was stand¬ 
ing in at short notice. Janice 
Watson (replacing the indis¬ 
posed Joan Rodgers) did not 
sound completely relaxed: her 
bright yet warm soprano 
soared easily, but she never re¬ 
ally submitted to the velvety 
luxuriance of the music. Or- 
chestrally, the performance 


was a little stiff too, short of 
that aU-envefoping Straussian 
power, though Janice Gra¬ 
ham's magical violin solo in 
Beim Schlafengehen was a 
heart-stopping moment. 

At least Wigglesworth went 
straight to the emotional core 
of Brahms's Fourth Sympho¬ 
ny in a gripping account that 
he conducted from memory. 
His very gentle opening belied 
the intense inner turmoil he 
was to find later in the first 
movement, and from then on 
there was no place to hide 
from the restlessness of the 
work. 

Even the slow movement 
had a certain tension, but that 
was nothing compared with 
the biting urgency of the scher¬ 
zo. Having galvanised his ex¬ 
cellent orchestra here, he un¬ 
folded the finale’s variations 
with a sure, logical hand, 
while managing to maintain a 
feeling of suspense. 

John Allison 
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And finally, the ITC says goodbye to News at Ten 


broadcasters pitting 
some of their best 
entertainment against 
ic for 25 per cent of the 
audience, the bongs of 
Big Ben were a cue to 
switch over. 

The ITC is right be* 
cause it must take into 
account not the fate of 



two until the problems 
become really press¬ 
ing. But it is wiser to 
tackle the issue now 
and allow ITV to 
change a schedule that 
has been preserved in 
aspic b e ca u se of “im¬ 
movable'' fixed points 
such as Coronation 
Street and News at Ten. 

The ITCs decision means that its 


N obody wants to see the 
end of News at Ten. It 
has been pan of mil¬ 
lions of viewers’ per¬ 
sonal schedules for more than 30 
years. Its presenters, or news¬ 
casters as they like to be called, be¬ 
came celebrities in their own right, 
whether drunk or sober. 

ITN’s flagship news programme 
has also been much more innova¬ 
tive over the years than the BBC 
and achieved a more human touch 
while still covering the big stories 
of the day. But while it will get few 
public plaudits, the Independent 
Television Commission was right 
yesterday to switch off News at 
Ten’s life-support system and al¬ 
low the ITV companies to modern¬ 
ise their schedule. 


Politicians have already con¬ 
demned the ITC. mainly because 
they like a live news programme 
that covers the highlights of their 
often tedious trade. Some have 
tried to interfere outrageously in 
what is solely a matter for the ITC. 

Some viewers, including influen¬ 
tial. letter-writing ones, wall see the 
move as a turning point in British 
television, as a threat to democra¬ 
cy. even. Others, anonymous but 
still numerous, will welcome the 
fact that feature films or long dra¬ 
mas on ITV will no longer be cut in 
half by 40 minutes of national and 
regional news every weeknight 
and new adult comedies and docu¬ 
mentaries can be introduced into 
the schedule. News at Ten has be¬ 
come a soft target for other 


just one programme, but the health 
of die entire ITV system, which 
risks losing audience share in an in¬ 
creasingly competitive environ¬ 
ment, A strong, financially secure 
ITV, able to raise its investment in 
original British production, is in 
the interests of the industry and 
viewers. 

The days when you could fight to 
the death to protect the position of 


one programme at a fixed time 
have gone for ever. In the past six 
weeks alone digital systems offer¬ 
ing more than 100 channels have 
been launched, and though esti¬ 
mates of when they will reach 50 
per cent of the population vary, 
from 2005 to 2010, broadcasting 
will never be the same again. 

They could have postponed die 
News at Ten derision for a year or 


responsibilities become more oner¬ 
ous. not less. It must ensure that 
the ITV companies do not see what 
has happened as a licence to print 
money, or an excuse for providing 
a less comprehensive news service. 
This point will become even more 
relevant next week when the ITC 
announces a significant cut. for 


most ITV companies, in the special 
taxes they pay to the Government 
for their licences. 

The commission is right to insist 
on a more diverse schedule and no 
diminution of the commitment to 
both public service values and 
high-quality news. 

The lTC*s agreed review of the 
change in a year's time should be a 
searching one. 

In particular, the ITC has to 
watch like a hawk to ensure thai 
the 630 programme does not be¬ 
come a fluffy tealime production. 
For most ITV viewers it will be 
their main TV news programme, 
and should be seen as a new oppor¬ 
tunity to explain the dangers and 
opportunities of an increasingly in¬ 
terdependent world to those who 


will be affected by them — ie. every¬ 
one. 

Apart from news headlines at 
ten, there should be a new commit¬ 
ment to interrupting programmes 
briefly to keep viewers up to date 
with big breaking stories. Above 
all. there must be a serious finan¬ 
cial and editorial commitment to 
the planned News at Eleven. With 
proper attention it could become 
the most important news pro¬ 
gramme of the day, a summing- 
up, including the most up-to-date 
information from the US. 

It is more a matter for ITN rath¬ 
er than the ITC but it would be 
rather nice if. in a nod towards tra¬ 
dition and continuity, the new pro¬ 
gramme were opened by H bongs 
from Big Ben. 


Football’s clash 
with the snappers 
goes to extra time 


The crisis 
between 
newspapers 
and the 
Premier 
League has 
been delayed, 
not solved, 
says Carol 
Midgley 

F leet Street’s football 
photographers have 
been granted a tempo¬ 
rary reprieve. Come 
Saturday, they and their long 
lenses will not. after all. be 
nufed out of Premier League 
grounds as many an anxious 
picture editor had feared. 

Thanks to a last-chance 
meeting on Tuesday between 
Nicholas Rudd-Jones. the 
chairman of the Newspaper 
Publishers’ Association, and 
Peter Leaver, the chief execu¬ 
tive of the league, a two-week 
stay of execution has been 
agreed. 

This is the latest develop¬ 
ment in a lengthening struggle 
between newspapers and the 
Premier League over who 
should control the use of pic¬ 
tures taken at league marches. 
Further talks will now be held 
in an attempt to break the 
deadlock. 

Although the crisis has been 
delayed, it is by no means 
solved. In earlier talks clubs 
have been adamant that news¬ 
papers should no longer be 
able to “exploit" or “distort” 
photographs without asking 
permission. They claim thar 
the image of Premiership foot¬ 
ball is being damaged by news¬ 
papers using pictures of play¬ 
ers — its prime assets — in a 


cheap, embarrassing or ov ert¬ 
ly commercial way. 

Many members of the NPA. 
however, are equally adamant 
that to surrender too much edi¬ 
torial freedom puts them on 
an extremely slippery slope. 

If the NPA signs the new 
league contract (the old one ex¬ 
pired last Saturday), it will 
mean the end of fa¬ 
mously jokey imag¬ 
es like The Sun's 
portrayal of the 
former England 
manager Graham 
Taylor as a turnip- 
head, and its recent 
spread which had 
II soccer stars kit¬ 
ted out in stockings 
and suspenders. 

This was a play on 
Ruud Gu flit’s 
phrase “sexy foot¬ 
ball", inspired by a 
Channel 5 poster of 
David Batty in 
high heels, stockings and a 
Newcastle United shirt 

Under the new rule. The 
Sun would have had to tele¬ 
phone each club and ask per¬ 
mission to put each player in 
stockings. Apart from restic- 
rions of time, it is a fairly safe 
bet that permission would usu¬ 
ally be refused. And while the 
average reader might not con¬ 


It would 
be the end 
of The 
Sun’s 
jokey 
images 


sider that a catastrophic loss to 
journalism, there are more se¬ 
rious issues at stake. 

One picture agency. Em¬ 
pire, has been suspended from 
entering Premier League 
grounds for the past three 
weeks because one of its pic¬ 
tures of die Liverpool striker 
Michael Owen was bought by 
The Daily Tele¬ 
graph and turned 
into a full-page 
poster spread in its 
supplement. 
Young Telegraph. 

Liverpool FC 
complained that it 
had been planning 
to produce a simi¬ 
lar poster a week 
later, and that the 
commercial value 
of its project had 
been damaged. 
Empire’ owner, 

_ Phil O’Brien, says 

he is “baffled" that 
his business is being punished 
when it did not know how its 
picrure was going to be used. 

"I don’t know whether we 
are being used as an example 
to show the NPA what can hap¬ 
pen. but it’s possible,” he says. 
“We are a supplier, not a pub¬ 
lisher. The Premier League 
has said that we should not 
supply pictures for posters — 



which we don’t. We never sus¬ 
pected that a double-page 
spread in a newspaper would 
be a poster. 

“1 don’t think that any photo 
agencies objeetto what the Pre¬ 
mier League is hying to 
achieve. We understand that 
dubs have huge wage bills to 
pay, and want to use their as¬ 
sets as best they can.” 

He said that both newspa¬ 
pers and clubs had been sym¬ 
pathetic to his plight, adding: 
“All we want is-to get back to 
normal." 

Certain individuals, such as 
impresarios staging concerts, 
already impose restrictions on 
how pictures are used. The 
Royal Shakespeare Company 
is also trying to assert more 
control over pictures from its 
performances. 

The NPA’s most recent con¬ 
tract with the league already 
prohibited newspapers from 
selling or syndicating posters, 
calendars, collector's cards 
and stickers for commercial 
use. but until now editors have 
been free to use pictures as 
they wish in the pages of their 
newspapers. 

Some picture editors have 
spoken of hitting bade by deny¬ 
ing the Premiership exposure 
and organising a campaign 
against the new restrictions. If 
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The Sun's “sexy football" spread, top, and the Young Telegraph Michael Owen poster 


newspaper photographers do 
end up with the red card, pic¬ 
ture desks could use photo¬ 
graphs supplied by agencies 
who have signed the contract 
— but that might defeat the ob¬ 
ject At present there is still 
hope of an amicable solution. 

A spokesman for the Pre¬ 
mier League said: "There has 
been a proposed new agree¬ 
ment with a number of agen¬ 
des to stop certain forms of ex¬ 
ploitation and manipulation of 
photographs without prior per¬ 
mission. 

“Certain photographs have 
been used recently in a way 
which breaches what we 


would regard as acceptable. 

“If newspapers want to 
make particular use of photo¬ 
graphs. all they have to do is to 
ask permission and the likeli¬ 
hood is that it would be grant¬ 
ed. Rather than each dub re¬ 
ceiving Jots of calls from indi¬ 
vidual agendes, they would 
ring us. 

“We are merely putting in 
an additional safeguard to en¬ 
sure there is no over-manipula¬ 
tion of pictures, and we hope 
that people will sign." 

Andrew Moger. the picture 
editor of The Times, said that 
the restrictions posed no 
threat to the standard use of 


sports pictures. But he added: 
“During negotiations it has be¬ 
come dear that many clubs 
would want control over pic¬ 
tures being used in, for exam¬ 
ple. newspaper competitions, 
full-page posters and certain 
promotions. 

“They have also raised con¬ 
cern at what they regard as 
'horrendous image manipula¬ 
tion'. The concern to all picture 
editors is the encroachment 
into normal areas of news¬ 
room activity. The broader is¬ 
sue is that if we relinquish edi¬ 
torial and commercial free¬ 
dom to the Premier League, it 
is the thin end of the wedge." 


Place your bets on the Channel 4 tick-tack men 



Bold as brass: Natasha Little as 


Becky Sharp in Vanity Fair 


_ CHANNEL 4’s broadcast¬ 
ing ambitions do not stop at 
snatching cricket from the 
BBC or launching a new film 
subscription channel. It is 
exploring the possibility of 
launching a subscription rac¬ 
ing channel partly financed by 
interactive betting. 

The tick-tack men at Chan¬ 
nel 4 have already got the 
informal nod from the Inde¬ 
pendent Television Commis¬ 
sion (ITC) but the Home 
Office, which is in charge of 
gambling legislation, doesn't 
like the idea. The bookies 
won’t be overjoyed, either. 

But don't bet against Chan¬ 
nel 4 finding a way to serve 
some potentially very lucrative 
minority interests. 

■ PUFFS of white smoke are 
finally emerging from Emap 
Metro, which is gearing up for 
its largest magazine launch. 
About £5 million has gone into 
“Project J". a national listing 
magazine which has been a 

year in gestation. I hear it will 
be a 120-page weekly, pitched 
at being a Radio Times for the 
under-40s with TV and enter¬ 
tainment listings. But what 
will be the name? The current 


working title is Pulp, which is 
unpopular with the troops. 
They suggest that it has been 
called Project J for so long it 
might as well stay. 

■ I HEAR that Ceefax. the 

misty BBC service of 25 years, 
is about to be shorn of its 
name. lt*s be¬ 
ing rechris¬ 
tened BBC 

Digital Tfext— 
how that 

limps off the 
tongue — as 
part of the dig¬ 
ital revamp. 

■ THE rival 
ITV service. Teletext, is demon¬ 
strating its sleek new digital 
look: the only problem, no one 
can receive it at home. OnDig- 
ital’s first boxes were rushed to 
the shops for Christmas before 
the Teletext software was 
ready, says Graham Lovelace, 
its editor. Nor will digital tele¬ 
text be on Sky Digital for the 
foreseeable future — the sys¬ 
tems are incompatible. 

And a word of advice for 
sports addicts weighing up 
which system to sign up to: be 
aware that Test cricket this 


winter is on Sky Sports 2, one 
of 'the premium channels 
which is not part of the OnDig- 
ital package. 

■ MURRAY GOLD’S brass 
band music for the BBCI TV 
series Vanity Fair, with its dis¬ 
cordant energy, has become 



the media talking point, be¬ 
cause it is so unlike the tin¬ 
kling melodies of previous cos¬ 
tume dramas. “The BBC was 
quite fearless about it.” says 
Gold. I caught up with the 
former Cambridge Footlights 
musical director at his Hamp¬ 
stead pad. where he was com¬ 
posing the music for the last 
episode of Vanity Fair. Gold. 
29, says he is being offered lots 
more work 

Now he has formed the Van¬ 
ity Fair Band, made of 20 musi¬ 
cians with himself on piano. 


“We said from the start we 
didn't want to sound like ses¬ 
sion musicians.” After Vanity 
Fairends , the band continues. 

■ AS A senior BBC News exec- 
' utive. Bob Wheaton’s craggy 
good looks won him the off¬ 
screen devotion of several of 
his proteges, 
most famous¬ 
ly Jill Dando. 
Now self-em¬ 
ployed, he has 
won a con¬ 
tract to search 
for new BBC 
talent. More 
blonde pre¬ 
senters? One 
male journalist already 
approached says: “BBC News 
recognised his skills and is re¬ 
lying on him to find more inter¬ 
esting reporters and corre¬ 
spondents.” Especially for a 
relaunched Six (7 Clock News. 

The present ones are 
deemed unexciting, though 
they are often simply so har¬ 
assed serving the different out¬ 
lets that they forget to comb 
their hair. Wheaton is going to 
search regional TV, Sky, 
media schools and universities 
for new talent 


DR STEPHEN COLE¬ 
MAN, the director of studies 
for the Hansard Society, 
pressed Sir John Birt about 
the BBC’s lofty ambitions to 
harness the Internet and e- 
mail to involve viewers in big 

public debates, when he spoke 
at the Voice of the Listeners’ 
and Viewers’ Conference on 
Wednesday. As Coleman ob¬ 
served, the BBC's online inter¬ 
active sites are hardly cause 
for optimism: one is devoted to 
cookery tips, the other to 
soaps. But don’t worry. Sir 
John promised “a new set of 
community interest sites. We'U 
do this next" 

Coleman was unimpressed. 
He says current plans include 
inviting viewers to suggest 
alternative endings for soaps. 

■ THE Evening Standard 
has concluded that the depar¬ 
ture of Isabel Hilton from Ra¬ 
dio 4’s flagship The World To¬ 
night was down to the men in 
grey suits. Not so. The veteran 
presenter was moved on by 
two female executives, the job- 
sharing Prue Keety and Jenni 
Russell, who are joint editors 
of the programme. Women in 
grey suits, more like. 


Gibson 
takes a 
gamble 


M el Gibson, the Holly¬ 
wood actor best- 
known for his roles 
in Bmveheart and Lethal 
Weapon, is setting up a film 
distribution company in Brit¬ 
ain, Chris Ayres writes. 

The 42-year-old, who was 
bom in New York bur brought 
up in Australia, plans to ex¬ 
pand his interest in the notori¬ 
ously risky movie industry 
with a company called Icon 
Film Distribution. He has al¬ 
ready poached Nick HiU, an 
executive al the French film 
group Pa the, to manage the 
company, which will begin 
trading early next year. Mr 
Gibson’s long-term business 
partner, Bruce Davey. will be¬ 
come chairman. 

The first films to be distribut¬ 
ed by loon will include The 
Million Dollar Hotel — the 
much-delayed project involv¬ 
ing the U2 singer Bono and 
the arthouse director Wim 
Wenders — and An Ordinary 
Decent Criminal, starring 
Kevin Spacey and Helen Bax- 
endale. 

Mr Gibson's first move into 
the business world was in 
1989, when he set up a compa¬ 
ny with Mr Davey called Icon 
Productions, mainly to pro¬ 
duce the actor’s version of 
Shakespeare’s Hamlet. The 
company ended up producing 
a string of films starring Gib¬ 
son, including Forever Young, 
The Man Without a Face and 
Bmveheart. 

Now Gibson feels that he 
can make more money by set¬ 
ting up his own company to 
distribute Jeon’s films in the 
UK. According to recent re¬ 
ports, he has no shortage of 
cash to invest in Icon, having 
received an estimated $50 mil¬ 
lion (£30 million) for appear¬ 
ing in Lethal Weapon 4. 

The business of film distribu¬ 
tion is complex. A distribution 
company buys the rights to 
films, then charges companies 
such as Odeon and Virgin to 
show them in their cinemas. 
Most distribution companies 
pay for all marketing and pub¬ 
licity campaigns for the films 
to which they own the rights. 
Hill says: “The risk is buy- 



Mel Gibson: new venture 

ing the rights, spending a lot 
of money on an advertising 
campaign, then waiting a long 
time to recoup the initial out¬ 
lay. But there is also the oppor¬ 
tunity to release the film on vid¬ 
eo and to sell the rights to 
broadcasters.” 

When a film succeeds, how¬ 
ever, distribution companies 
can negotiate high percentag¬ 
es of box-office revenues and 
make an almost instant kill¬ 
ing. “It is a high-risk, high-re¬ 
turn business," Hill says. 

FblyGram. the Dutch enter¬ 
tainments company, spent 
more than $1 billion (about 
£600 million) building up a 
film business, a significant 
part ofwhich was distribution, 
over eight years, but still failed 
to make a profit The company 
was sold earlier this year, and 
a question mark still hangs 
over the future of its film divi¬ 
sion, PolyGram Filmed Enter¬ 
tainment 




























THE TI MES FRIDAY NOVEMBER 20 1998 

• ■ ■ " ' r 'T~-\ v.'." 1 \ tT: ,aL*v? 


Should Rosie take the rap? 


An internal inquiry by Rosie Boycott at the 
Express, after a controversial story about 
Peter Mandelson, has raised accusations 
of a witch-hunt and political interference 
— and put a fellow editor’s job on the line 


E ditors are always the last to 
know when they are being fired 
but only rarely do they discover 
from the columns of 77re Specta¬ 
tor that their job is in danger. That was 
the destablising experience yesterday of 
Amanda Plate 11. Editor of The Express on 
Sunday, who discovered from The Specta¬ 
tor that her job had been offered this week 
to Sarah Sands, Deputy Editor of The Dai¬ 
ly Telegraph, who had turned it down. 

’ The approach to Sands suggests that 
the management of Express Newspapers 
have decided to make Platell the scape¬ 
goat for the publication of a story in The 
Express on Sunday three weeks ago about 
a friendship between the Cabinet minister 
R?ter Mandelson and a Brazilian student, 
Reinaldo Avila da Silva, 
which appeared at the end of 
a week in which Mandelson 
had been outed by Matthew 
Parris as a homosexual. 

Mandelson, who prefers 
not to discuss his sexuality, 
was outraged by this intru¬ 
sion into his private life in a 
story that was full of innuen¬ 
do and made his displeasure 
known, especially to Rosie 
Boycott Editor-in-Chief of 
The Express and The Express 
on Sunday. She initiated an 

internal inquiry by one of her _ 

most senior colleagues. Man¬ 
aging Editor Lindsay Cook, which has 
established to her own satisfaction that 
she was misled when she sanctioned the 
publication of the Mandelson story. 

Yet the inquiry has been so controver¬ 
sial that staff on the Sunday paper say 
that Platell is now the subject of a witch¬ 
hunt aimed at finding a scapegoat to pla¬ 
cate Mandelson. She is being “shafted’', 
they say. and hung out to dry in an office 
that now has a McCarthyite atmosphere. 

The Mandelson saga started on the Sat¬ 
urday before die story was published 
when he first learnt that The Express was 
pursuing a story about his friendship 
with da Silva, who reputedly also knew 
Howell James, who was John Major's po¬ 
litical secretary. 

He contacted Guy Black, director of the 
Press Complaints Commission, and Lord 
Wakeham, the chairman. Boycott, who 
had initially been “thrilled" about the sto¬ 
ry, was warned about Mandelson’s anxie¬ 
ties. On her instruction. Cook rang the 


office to investigate how the story had 
been obtained. It had been proposed by 
Andrew Pierce, Associate Editor, and da 
Silva had been traced in Tokyo by John 
Chapman, an Express investigative report¬ 
er who was accompanied by an English 
interpreter. Cook asked two main ques¬ 
tions: had Chapman identified himself 
and had da Silva willingly posed for the 
photographer? Someone at the office gave 
the answer yes to both. 

Meanwhile, Clive Hollick, the Express 
proprietor and Labour life peer, had 
made four calls to die Express newsdesk 
and Mandelson had delivered a hand¬ 
written note to Boycott who is a neigh¬ 
bour. On the basis that da SDva had 
talked willingly and the story obtained 
honestly. Boycott derided that 
the story should be pub¬ 
lished. but insisted that it was 
read to Mandelson. who was 
to have the final say on what 
appeared. Substantial cuts 
were made. 

Boycott instructed that die 
story should be placed inside 
the paper and that a photo¬ 
graph of da Silva should not 
be published on the front 
page. It appeared on page 7 
under the headline “Brazilian 
student who is Mandelson'S 
close friend" — but was also 
sold across the top of die front 
page in inch-high type as “Peter's friend". 

The role of Mandelson. who represent¬ 
ed the Government in Brazil in July and 
who was due to go again this month until 
he pulled out yesterday, is arousing con¬ 
troversy, with accusations that he is seek¬ 
ing to interfere in the editorial manage¬ 
ment of the paper and that it is he who is 
seeking a scapegoat 
It is that question — of how the story 
was obtained that has been the subject 
of the internal Express inquiry. Cook es¬ 
tablished that Chapman dud not identify 
himself as an Express reporter when he in¬ 
vited da Silva for a drink but only after 
they got to a hotel. Da Silva had said he 
did not want to talk about Mandelson 
without talking to him first Da Silva had 
also refused to pose for a photograph. 
One shot had been taken in which he had 
raised his hand to obscure his face. Yet the 
inquiry discovered that his hand had been 
airbrushed out of the picture that ap¬ 
peared in die paper—and that tire follow¬ 



Rosie Boycott has found herself under pressure since The Express on Sunday published its Mandelson story. Her inquiry has simply fanned the flames 


ing week the photograph had disap¬ 
peared from the office. 

Boycott has concluded that she did not 
get honest answers to her questions and 
that the Express on Sunday report was 
unethical. Platell was not returning calls 
yesterday but that version of what hap¬ 
pened in Tokyo is disputed by PlateD s 
own staff. They say that da Silva stayed 
drinking with Chapman, who was with 


his interpreter, for 30 to 40 minutes after 
he had revealed he was from the Express. 
That surely refutes any suggestion that he 
was deceived, they say. He enjoyed die hos¬ 
pitality of the Express with no complaint 
Given Mandelson’S distaste for any dis¬ 
cussion of his sexuality or private life, it 
also unlikely that he is seeking a scape¬ 
goat The sacking of an editor in an 
attempt to appease him would only make 


him the subject of still more controversy. 
There are also serious questions about the 
method used by Boycott to investigate 
how the Mandelson story was obtained. 
With an editors reputation at stake, an 
independent Ombudsman would have 
been a better solution than a senior col¬ 
league who was unlikely to return with a 
report that did not satisfy her editor. 

Also at stake at the Express is the ques¬ 


tion of die responsibility of editors for what 
appeals in their papers, especially if they 
are editor-in-chief of a seven-day opera¬ 
tion. Every day editors delegate hundreds 
of decisions to executives and expect to take 
tiie rap if those derisions are wrong. As edi¬ 
tors get the glory, so they get the blame. 
Since Boycott sanctioned the Mandelson 
story, ought she not to take the rap rather 
than seeking to spread the blame? 


In search of the 
Tory Campbell 


W illiam Hague is going 
cold on the idea that he 
needs a personal image 
makeover. Hardly surprising, as 
he has just invested in a fresh ward¬ 
robe and has neither the cash nor 
the inclination to splash out on an¬ 
other range of trendy suits. 

The Conservative leader has no 
doubt, however, that his party is 
badly in need or a brighter image if 
it is ever to start making inroads 
into Labour’s stubbornly gargantu¬ 
an lead in the opinion polls. 

But the hunt for a man. or wom¬ 
an. to add sparkle to the Opposi¬ 
tion’s PR has so far proved a mis¬ 
sion impossible for Hague and his 
senior apparatchiks, as they cast 
iheir net among senior journalists 
in an attempt to land a Tory mira¬ 
cle worker. 

The Central Office hierarchy is 
seeking an answer to Alastair 
Campbell, the Prime Ministers con¬ 
fidant and chief press secretary. Un¬ 
fortunately for them, Campbell, 
ruthlessly professional and dedicat¬ 
ed to trie cause, is from a rare 
breed. When Tony Blair asked his 
friend to take on the job of trans¬ 
forming him into the occupant of 
No 10, lie knew he was dealing not 
with a political journalist but with 
a journalist politician who had dedi¬ 
cated most of his adult life to propa¬ 
gandising for Labour. 

The shortlist for Campbell’s mir¬ 
ror image was drawn up by Archie 
Norman, the Tory chief executive. 
And it was very short indeed. The 
former Editor of The Sunday 
Times. Andrew Neil, was barely 
worth approaching, haring bigger 
fish to fry with his television career 
and the expanding newspaper inter¬ 
ests of the reclusive Barclay twins. 
Trevor Kavanagh, the respected 


WHEN marketing people have 
nothing bette.r to do they identify 
new tribes, complete with their own 
catchy acronyms. Ray Snoddy 
writes. 

One of the most influential wom¬ 
en in British advertising. Christine 
Walker, enlivened die Marketing 
Society's annual conference this 
week with a freshly mimed baich. 

So prepare to welcome the 
Parses (politically active and not 
seeking employment), the Sinbads 


Hague needs a 
tough press and 
PR chief. No 
takers yet, says 

Chris Buckland 

political editor of The Sun. could be 
forgiven for believing that he al¬ 
ready had a job which was more re¬ 
warding — and more influential. 
On the several occasions when he 
was sounded out. he left senior To¬ 
ries in no doubt about that 

This left Jonathan Holborow, the 
former Editor of The Mail on Sun¬ 
day. who recently received a reput¬ 
ed £900.000 payoff. He was ap¬ 
proached by Norman and ex¬ 
pressed interest in helping out his 
friend William Hague by taking on 
the post of director of communica¬ 
tions. if the price was right 

Initially money was no object 
with the Conservatives’ biggest 
backer, the financier Michael Ash¬ 
croft. said lo be willing to pay over 
£150.000 a year for the right person 
— much more than Campbell's 
£91.000. Yet strangely, after Hol¬ 
borow and Hague had met to dis¬ 
cuss the job. Norman began men¬ 
tioning “money problems". 

So. last Wednesday, as members 
of the Central Office press depart¬ 
ment stood nervously by thdr 
desks, awaiting the announcement 
of a new boss, the whole deal crum¬ 
bled. According to the official line, 
it was "by mutual agreement". 

Then it became known that 
Hague's personal press secretary. 
30-year-old Gregor Mackay - who 
days earlier was being portrayed as 


the main casualty of any changes — 
would be taking a broader role, 
overseeing the whole communica¬ 
tions re-knit. Fresh recruits will 
also be sought to patrol die press 
corps in Parliament, to staff a La¬ 
bour-style “rapid rebuttals unit" 
and to since up the regions. 

But what went wrong with the 
masterplan to appoint Holborow? 
His opponents in Central Office 
claim that he lacks the tempera¬ 
ment for the job and that at 55, he 
is too old. One of the new guard of 
Tory MPs explained: “Unlike 
Campbell, he is not known among 
political journalists. He was not no¬ 
ticeably political as an editor and 
did not make a habit of appearing 
on TV or on the radio.” 

Holborow supporters, however, 
say that he is still in negotiations 
with Hague, discussing ways in 
which be can help the Tories to re¬ 
gain the support of Middle Eng¬ 
land. the very people whom The 
Mail on Sunday and its sister daily 
paper claim to represent. 

T hey also allege that the Tory 
communications depart¬ 
ment is currently “a bit of a 
playpen" whose occupants fear a 
“big hitter" such as Holborow. with 
his tough style. 

Whichever version is closer to the 
truth, there is no doubt that the To¬ 
ries have failed in their attempt to 
find an answer to Campbell, a man 
whom they regard with almost mys- 
tica! awe. But then, perhaps they 
have their priorities wrong. There 
are growing complaints in the par¬ 
ty that policies are needed first As 
one former Cabinet minister said: 
“The product should be sorted out 
before we start employing a high- 
pressure salesman." 



Big switch-off 
hits TV news 


Alastair Campbell: ruthless and utterly dedicated to the parly cause 


A new crop of Panses 


(single income, no boyfriend, 
absolutely desperate), the Yappies 
(young affluent parents) and. last 
but not least, the Sitcoms (single in¬ 
come. two children and oppressive 
mortgage). 

Ms Walker, the managing part¬ 
ner in Walker Media, which is 


backed by M8C Saatchi. also 
points a finger at the Adultescents. 
the readers of men’s magazines 
such as Loaded who are immersed 
in youth culture "but should know 
better". 

Then there are the Nipples (New 
Irish professionals living in Lon¬ 


don) not to mention the Puppies 
(Punjabi upwardly mobile profes¬ 
sionals). No wonder. Ms Walker 
points oul that the Government is 
planning to introduce 1? classifica¬ 
tions in time for the next census to 
replace the current ABCI/C2DE so¬ 
cial classifications. 


Margaret Thatcher may have 
once said that there was no such 
thing as society — referring to the 
erosion of traditional communities 
and the growth of individualism. 
— but. according to Ms Walker, 
things have moved on since then. 

Nowadays we are nol so much 
all individuals os minorities, and 
even radical minorities. 

‘They are our new communities 
and they are instantly recognisable 
in the media." Ms Walker says. 


■ WITH the fate of News at 
Ten’s sealed, research for Broad¬ 
cast shows a ratings crisis for all 
television news. Audiences for 
the main evening BBC and 1TV 
bulletins have dropped by 11 per 
cent this autumn, compared with 
last year, while ITN’s early 
evening news was down by 
13 per cent News at Ten. with 
5.4 million viewers, is still ahead 
of the BBC’s Nine (JClock News, 
with five million. 

■ A NEW magazine for teenage 
boys has been removed from the 
shelves of Sainsbuiy and Asda, 
report Marketing and Market¬ 
ing Week. Front, aimed at 
youths from 16 to 18. is published 
by Cabal, the new publishing 
house headed by former maga¬ 
zine editor Sally O’Sullivan. Last 
month’s issue had 

pictures of topless 
women and an ar¬ 
ticle on pornogra¬ 
phy. Sainsbury re¬ 
ported hundreds 
of complaints and 
an Asda spokes¬ 
woman said the 
content was “rather less than ap¬ 
propriate”. Neither chain will 
stock the second issue, even 
though Cabal says it has been 
toned down. 

■ WAR is about to break out in 
the formerly staid world of legal 
publishing. Press Gazette re¬ 
ports that the former Editor and 
publisher of The Lawyer have 
quit to launch a rival magazine. 
Legal Week , and have taken nine 
staff from The Lawyer with them. 
Legal Week will be published by 
a new company. Global and 
Professional Media, 51 per cent 
owned by its staff. 

■ THE Ministry of Sound, the 
nightclub and marketing compa¬ 
ny. and British American Tobac- 
oo are close to striking a deal. 
Marketing says the two would 
join forces to promote BAT ciga¬ 
rette brands in Europe and Asia, 
especially China and Russia. 
With the European Union likely 
to introduce more restraints on 
cigarette promotion. Eastern Eu¬ 
rope and Asia are their biggest 
potential growth areas. These 
are also the countries where the 


Ministry of Sound’s brand of mu¬ 
sic is growing in popularity. 

■ THERE is wide coverage of 
forthcoming changes at The Ob¬ 
server following the August ap¬ 
pointment of Roger Alton as the 
Editor. Three new tabloid sec¬ 
tions are to be introduced on Jan¬ 
uary 3. covering travel, personal 
finance, and television and film. 
Media Week says the moves are 
“aimed at arresting sliding circu¬ 
lation figures". In the six months 
ended last October, sales were 
11_5 per cent down on the previ¬ 
ous year's figures and now bare¬ 
ly top 400.000. Market share is 
down from 15 3 to 13.5 per cent 

■ THIS week’s launch of ON- 
digital, the terrestrial digital tele¬ 
vision service, was bedevilled by 

a shortage of set¬ 
top boxes. Media 
Week reports. Al¬ 
though the compa¬ 
ny said there were 
tens of thousands 
of boxes available 
in the shops, it 
has admitted that 

there are unlikely to be enough to 
meet the pre-Christmas demand. 
Channel 5, which was originally 
to have been on the ONdigital 
menu, is not yet available be¬ 
cause negotiations have not been 
wrapped up. 

Campaign reports that al¬ 
though 37 per cent of people had 
seen advertisements for ONdigit¬ 
al before the service launched, 
only one in ten knew could say 
what it was. When Sky Digital 
launched a few weeks ago 4i per 
rent of people had understood 
the message. 

■ THE last word in market re¬ 
search is reported by Market¬ 
ing. It involves researchers liv¬ 
ing with a family for several 
days to record their every move 
°n video and thus “gaining 
unique insights into consumer 
behaviour”. The researchers dis¬ 
cover not just what goods people 
buy. but how they use them in 
tne home. To make up for the in¬ 
trusion. families who agree to 

scrutiny will be paid 

E1Q0 a day. 

Michael Leapman 
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The swimsuit parade is out; but we win see the Miss World entrants frolicking in the sand and revealing a flavour of their inner selves in prerecorded, fast-cut vignettes set to music 



, not corny or pomy’ 


M iss Brazil is dearly ill at 
ease. Perched on a 
chair under the mid¬ 
day sun in the Sey¬ 
chelles, she knows that this is her 
chance to project her personality to a 
global audience of hundreds of mil¬ 
lions. Encircling her are make-up art¬ 
ists, camera crews, producers, fixers 
and chaperones. She has been told to 
be natural, spontaneous, individual. 

Someone toys with her hair, anoth¬ 
er urges her to relax more, perhaps 
lose the forced smile. The camera 
rolls again and foe director lobs her 
an easy question: what does she enjoy 
doing when she goes , to foe beach? 
She answers in Portuguese and the 
translation comes bade she likes to 
ride inflatable, motorised bananas. 

There's a stunned silence as the en¬ 
tourage gawp at each other. Does she 
really mean that? They start again. 

Welcome to the revamped Miss 
World, 1998-style. Mocked, reviled 
and dismissed in some parts of the 
world — particularly in Britain — it 
has been stung into action. It is being 
dragged into foe modem world and. 
on a promise that the contestants will 
be portrayed as confident, streetwise 
young women. Channel 5 has risked 
its reputation and money by return¬ 
ing it to UK terrestrial TV after a ten- 
year absence. 

Channel 5 will not disclose exactly 
how much it has forked out for 
exclusive rights. Adam Perry, the 
head of special events, does admit, 
though, that lumped in with its mar¬ 
keting and promotions budget, it 
stands as one of its most expensive 
projects ever. "I thought what a great 


Channel 5 is relaunching Miss World — but will the 
revamp live up to its promises? Rajan Datar reports 


time to do Miss World! It struck me 
that there’s a generation that hasn't 
seen Miss World!yet who have grown 
up with the Lad-Mag phenomenon, 
and foe cult of the supermodel, which 
have filled the vacuum.” 

The channel is making sure it gets 
full mileage, though, with a preview 
show foe night before foe contest, 
then foe show itself, broadcast next 
Thursday, and, three days later, a 
highlights programme. 

According to Perry, any critidsm of 
the channel digging up old ideas to 
make up for a paucity of imagination 
is misplaced. “It fits in our schedule 
because it’s a mainstream event We 
are not a niche broadcaster — we 
want to compete with BBC I and ITV. 
Our forte is putting a bit of a spin on 
popular entertainment, as we do 
with, say, Melinda Messenger.” 

Ms Messenger will be absent from 
this year *8 show—it appears that she 
might be too raunchy even for the up¬ 
dated Miss World. In a balancing 
act. designed not to alienate tradition¬ 
al viewers, the emphasis is on mod¬ 
ernisation rather than fiberalisation. 
“Homy; but not corny or pomy,” is 
the charming, unofficial mantra 
being bandied around foe LSO-strong, 
mafoly: British, production team, 
hired by Initial, the renowned organ¬ 
isers, of live TV spectacles. 

According to Julie Clive, the show’s 
first feroale producer, revolution can¬ 
not be achieved overnight, “Although 


expectations are fantastically high,” 
she points out “it has to be remem¬ 
bered that this event has run for 47 
years and we can’t change every¬ 
thing. It’s like turning a huge steamer 
around in the middle of an ocean." 

There are some significant changes 
to the format this year. Out goes foe 
demeaning swimsuit and stilettos 
parade. Also gone is the national cos¬ 
tumes sequence. And the demeaning 
interviews in broken English have 
been removed too. Instead, the con¬ 
testants reveal a flavour of their inner 
selves in prerecorded, fast-cut vi¬ 
gnettes set to dance music 

R on an Keating of Boyzone 
will be compere. “He's very 
accessible to a lot of people 
and he's not going to put a 
vicious spin on it," says Julie Clive. 
"This is not Terry Wogan and the Eu¬ 
rovision Song Contest revisited." So 
there will be no throwback to the 
heady days of 1974 when a frustrated 
Michael Aspel, in his last appearance 
as presenter, asked contestants what 
they thought of world inflation. 

The biggest change, however, will 
be in tone rather than content The 
term most commonly bandied 
around is that foe show will be 
“MTV-ised". Many of the production 
team have worked for the cable 
music station and foe co-presenter, 
Eden, is a regular on MTV. Hamil¬ 
ton is keen to play down foe connec¬ 


tion. “I think saying it’s been "MTV- 
ised’ is selling it short MTV gives a 
glamorous overview but not necessar¬ 
ily any insight We have to draw out 
the differences between the women. 
The best parallel I would draw isBoy- 
watch. There’s a fine line between 
sleazy voyeurism and light entertain¬ 
ment We're shooting foe women on 
foe beach enjoying themselves.” 

Hamilton’s instructions have been/ 
to catch foe women on camera when 
they are at their most spontaneous. 
"We chose eight beach activities, 
from volleyball to swimming. After 
five minutes the girls forget foe cam¬ 
eras are rolling." 

To understand the task facing 
Hamilton and Clive you have to ap¬ 
preciate the looming shadow of the 
ancient regime of Miss World. This 
includes foe persisting influence of 
the M or ley family, who invented the 
competition in 1951, and still own foe 
licence. Although the project is essen¬ 
tially sub-let to a.Seychelles Govern¬ 
ment Miss World consortium, the 
Morleys retain a pervasive power 
over the girls themselves. 

Despite a united front from all in¬ 
volved in the Miss World 1998 
project, some cracks are beginning to 
show. The chaperones, who act as 
guardians of the M or ley tradition of 
beauty pageantry, find it hard to 
accommodate the “beach-babe" cul¬ 
ture of the production team. Poor 
Miss Hong Kong is sent back three 


times to change her outfits, caught in 
a tug of war between the two schools. 

Many of foe girls, while expressing 
enthusiasm for the new image, are 
dearly unsure how to act They know 
that saying they want to work with 
small children and animals is naff, 
but what do you say instead? 

The most popular line is that beau¬ 
ty is within as much as without. M iss 
Malaysia, an articulate actress with a 
perfect Australian accent, explained 
that she wanted people to see that 
Miss World can be a forum for “intel¬ 
ligent developed women”. 

“When I watch the old Miss World 
shows I cringe,” she says. “You can’t 
just stick pretty women op TV any 
more and hope people accept it." 

B ut behind the scenes, a 
three-way tug of war is be¬ 
ing fought between the Mor¬ 
leys, foe production team 
and the Seychelles Government 
Each has its own agenda. 

The Morieys have fought hard' to 
retain as much as possible of their 
original concept of Miss World. The 
Seychelles Government, which has 
put £12 million into the project, sees 
the contest as an excellent platform 
for upmarket tourism. (Initial has 
filmed dips around foe Seychelles to 
insert into the live broadcast) 

Which leaves Channel 5 and the Ini¬ 
tial production team soldiering on 
with their vision of a contemporary, 
nan-exploitative celebration of femi¬ 
ninity. And. both are adamant that 
the critirisni of Miss World as outdat¬ 
ed, tacky ana sexist will be redundant 
after this years contest 


Newspapers: 
the client 
from hell 


WHEN 77ie Independent 
dumped its ad agency, 
Lowe Howard-Spink, this 
week there was surprise 
around town, but not too 
much. Eyebrows were 
raised only because the pa¬ 
per's management already 
had another agency lined 
up (Euro RSCG). 

Lowe lost the account af¬ 
ter being appointed only six 
months ago. and after air¬ 
ing a well-received cinema 
commercial for the first time 
last month. The Independ¬ 
ent is the second newspaper 
account Lowe has won and 
lost in the past two years. 

Newspaper owners vie 
with banks and retailers for 
the title of Britain's worst cli¬ 
ents. This is not necessarily 
a criticism of foe ads pro¬ 
duced (though they are often 
dreadful) but of the trucu¬ 
lent nature of these reluctant 
advertisers. 1 generalise, but 
editors are 
more often than 
not a night¬ 
mare to deal 
with (foe late 
Sir David Eng¬ 
lish being an ex¬ 
ception). Start¬ 
ing from a posi¬ 
tion of having 
no respect for 
what advertis¬ 
ing agencies do, 
they believe 
that they can 
write most of 
the ads better 
themselves. After all. they're 
in the creative writing busi¬ 
ness. aren’t they? 

Given foal they produce 
an entire newspaper every 
day, they fail to understand 
ad agency deadlines. So 
they set ridiculous targets, 
briefing agencies late on Fri¬ 
day for an ad to beTeady by 
the next afternoon. They be¬ 
come frustrated when foe 
deadlines aren’t met, or 
when they are presented 
with run-of-foe-mill ideas. 

Some editors resent hav¬ 
ing to use advertising at all, 
dinging to the naive belief 
that they can increase sales 
through the excellence of 
their journalists alone. 
When agencies take their 
highrmindedness at face val¬ 
ue, and propose long-term 
branding campaigns pro¬ 
moting foe papers core val¬ 
ues. the editors feel the need 
to puff foe latest sex, celebri¬ 
ty and royalty scandal. 

So while agencies are con¬ 
stantly trying to sell cam¬ 
paigns such as foe current 
Guardian one, “for free 
thinkers everywhere", the 
publishers demand a 30- 
second spot for less than 
£50.000 to promote their 
new Diana tea-towels. The 
smarter ones, such as Asso¬ 
ciated Newspapers, know 



that promotions such as 
“lucky wallets" can put on 
more sales for The Mail on 
Sunday than even the Di¬ 
ana fallback. 

Newspaper clients are not¬ 
orious bullies, taking out 
their internal pressures on 
those nearest to them. In 
fed News International, 
which owns The Times and 
The Sunday Times, and 
News Group Newspapers 
(The Sun and News of the 
World) were lumped togeth¬ 
er as the "dient from hel]". 
Four years ago. when foe 
then tiny Rainey Kelly 
Campbell Roalfe won the 
Times account, the reaction 
among other agendes was a 
certain sympathy. 

That has turned to envy 
as The Times has become 
the most consistently ad¬ 
vertised newspaper and one 
of foe three (together with 
The Sun and foe Daily 
Mail) highest 
spending of foe 
past year. Make 
no mistake, 
however; these 
papers' agen¬ 
des sweat for 
their money, 
making 50 or so 
commercials a 
year and hun¬ 
dreds of press 
ads. 

Ad agendes 
are not angels. 

_ The demands of 

newspaper cli¬ 
ents expose their often over- 
bureaucratic and hierarch¬ 
ical working methods. They 
can be guilty of being meet¬ 
ing-obsessed, and insisting 
on a £6,000-a-day photogra¬ 
pher. The most frequent 
charge thrown in their faces 
by the newspaper publish¬ 
ers is that they are arrogant 
So what went wrong with 
The Independent's relation¬ 
ship with Lowe? The insinu¬ 
ation is that The Indie was 
unhappy with the lade of 
support advertising (radio 
and posters in particular) 
for the dnema ad. The agen¬ 
cy counters that it has the 
work ready to run and was 
the scapegoat for the pa¬ 
per's lack of direction. The 
truth is that the relationship 
broke down for many of the 
reasons nqjlained in the 
generalisation above. 

So why do agendes want 
newspaper accounts? It's 
not because they are particu¬ 
larly good payers. But ihey 
are more interesting and 
challenging than many oth¬ 
er products. The constant 
pressure keeps agendes 
humming: they feel at the 
centre of events. Simply put 
the glamour, the glamour. 

• Stefano Hatfield is the 
Editor of Campaign. 


THE LATEST newspaper cir¬ 
culation figures, released by 
the Audit Bureau of Circula¬ 
tions (ABC) this week, saw two 
new nationals join the frav. 

Sum/av Business, owned by 
the Barclay brothers, and 
Sport First (Parliamentary 
Communications) were includ¬ 
ed in the figures for foe first 
rime in October. Both fell 
short of the targets set by their 
publishers before launch. 

Considering Sport First’s 
rockv ride since, its figure or 
67.000 was described by Brian 
King, the paper’s advertising 
accounts director, as a re¬ 
markable achievement”. 

Launched as a sundav 
broadsheet in March, the pa¬ 
per restructured to become a 


r. 


tabloid at the start of the foot¬ 
ball season. “We are still plan¬ 
ning to expand foe title slow¬ 
ly.” says King. “And we’re hop¬ 
ing for a drailation of about 
100 , 000 ." 

Sunday Business has not 
found life plain sailing either. 
The paper was relaunched un¬ 
der the editorship of Jeff Ran¬ 
dall in February after its previ¬ 
ous stakeholder. Group 2000, 
went into receivership. 

The newspaper sold an aver¬ 
age of around 5a000 copies a 
week in October, still down on 
its launch target of 80,000. 

• MediaTel’s online media in¬ 
formation is accessed via the 
Internet at http://www.media- 
iel.co.uk (0171-439 7575) 
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Daily Mail 
DaBy Star 
Daily Telegraph 
Express 

Express On Sunday 
Financial Times 
ftnaw flan 
independent 

tod. On Sunday 

On Sunday 

Mirror 

Jtews Of The World 
Observer 
Sport First 

Sait 

SnKjqy Business 

Sunday MB/ror 
| jmdajrPwpl® 
cimfta T Times 

.Ttow .. . 
Total 



’F-.S. 

2,343.494 

650.406 

1.062353 

1.134.719 

1046.386 

361,699 

393.491 

222.1S8 

254.733 

2.278.506 

2.351315 

4.242393 

400,608 

67J.06 

3.698-300 

50.151 
2,006.776 
1,734.032 
J_ 346.753 
759.50" 



123.285 
-80|336 
-42.784 
38.654 
-116,056 
38.051 
-IS 343 
-43.132 
-31.554' 
85.101 
■5.213 
-190.725 
-52.159 
n/a 
-121-674 
n/a 
-281.137 
-178.341 
9.060 
_-16339. 
-1,009,B55 


5.6 
-11 
-33 
-73. 
-93' 
1L8 
-4.5 
-163 
-11 
3.9 
‘ -02 
-43 
-11.5 
n/a 
-3.2 
n/a 
-123 
-93 
0.7 
-7A 



In search 
of the 

naked truth 

Kira Phillips had to work in the 
nude for a Channel 4 documentary 


CHANNEL* 


L ast year I received a 
phone call from a man 
Td never met. He asked 
me to meet him then travel to a 
seduded spot in the country 
and take off my clothes. In 
fact, he asked me to spend the 
best pan of three months with¬ 
out clothes', along with him 
and his male colleagues. Natu¬ 
rally. he would pay me. 

What sounds like a rather 
tawdry arrangement was the 
beginning of the most remark¬ 
able — and strange — period 
of my life. The man making 
this bizarre overture was the 
documentary-maker Sam An¬ 
thony: his project was a film 
about naturism in Britain. He 
wanted me as assistant produc¬ 
er. 1 accepted. 

Three days later the two of 
us were sitting in a camper 
van in woodlands near 
Bournemouth — on a recce, 
aiming to interview one of Brit¬ 
ain’s foremost naiurists. We 
were to meet him in his natur- 
isi camp, the Bournemouth 
and District Outdoor Club. 
Sam and 1 had felt from the 
outset that we should conduct 
all interviews naked and so 


win the trust of our interview¬ 
ees. It was time to see if we had 
the guts to go through with iL 

We giggled a bit but found it 
wasn’t as bad as we had 
thought. Inside the naturist 
camp, our nakedness was en¬ 
tirely unremarkable to every¬ 
one. It was not until we met 
our host and his wife that we 
began to feel self-conscious. 
One of foe most, vociferous 
champions of naturism in Brit¬ 
ain had derided foal he would 
wear his clothes that day. 

We sat down to what was a 
very uncomfortable lunch: be¬ 
ing naked in front of other 
naked people is no big deal — 
everyone is equally vulnera¬ 
ble. But when your compan¬ 
ions are clothed, foe emphasis 
on your own nudity is marked. 
It was a nightmare. This is 
why wearing dothes. even tem¬ 
porarily, in some naturist 
camps is actively discouraged. 

On tire whole. Sam and l 
were not enormously fussed 
about having to take off our 
dofoes. My parents occasional¬ 
ly visited nudist camps and 
took me with them, and Sam 
was riot particularly body-con- 



When in Rome: the film crew decided to adopt the naturist approach to make their interviewees feel more comfortable 


srious. When we first took foe 
crew down to start shooting, 
our soundman Bob showed an 
almost peculiar willingness to 
get his kit off. By a complete co¬ 
incidence, it turned out he had 
been a naturist for 25 years. 

Our cameraman Richard 
turned out to be a different 
story. He was extremely nerv¬ 
ous about being naked in pub¬ 
lic, and totally unsure of what 
to expect Wien Sam and I 
first casually strolled over to 
him. chatting and malting no 
reference to our nakedness, he 


looked at us with unadulterat¬ 
ed horror. 

When finally persuaded to 
take everything off. he spent 
the first hour wandering 
about with Ids camera cover¬ 
ing his nether regions, quite lit¬ 
erally shooting from the hip. 
Ultimately, we had to per¬ 
suade him to abandon this 
practice since a documentary 
about naturists filmed at be- 
low-waist level might be con¬ 
sidered dubious. 

One of the things that struck 
me about naturism was the 


randomness with which foe 
people we filmed approached 
nudity. They would expose 
themselves to foe elements 
when clothes would have been 
a positive boon, yet at other 
times dress up for no apparent 
reason, on quite warm days. 

There is one occasion 1 will 
never forget. We were trying to 
persuade a nudist camp in 
Dorset to allow us to film in¬ 
side. We did this by wander¬ 
ing around, trying to make 
people feel comfortable with 
us being there. We chatted to 


one man who was doing weld¬ 
ing work on his car radiator. 
To say he showed a disregard 
for protective equipment 
would be an understatement. 

We watched dumbfounded 
as a spark flew from the radia¬ 
tor into his pubic hair, which 
to our horror burst into 
flames. The unfortunate man 
must have been glad that the 
cameras were not rolling. 

• Witness: Acting Natural is 
on Channel 4 on Monday at 
9pm. 
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Human 
face of 
advertising 

‘When in doubt, be nice,’Peter 
Mead tells Raymond Snoddy 

W hen Abbott Mead throughout and rocketed upwards 
Vickers-BBDO be- when the recession ended, 
came Britain’s largest Barring a complete collapse of 
advertising and mar- the world economy, the "No Redun- 


W hen Abbott Mead 
Vickers-BBDO be¬ 
came Britain’s largest 
advertising and mar¬ 
keting group two years ago its chair¬ 
man, Peter Mead, celebrated in a 
most peculiar way. He bought some 
sandwiches and ate them in Berke¬ 
ley Square, Central London, oppo¬ 
site the offices of his rival, J. Walter 
Thompson. 

“It was just for me,” says Mead, 
a boy from Peckham, South Lon¬ 
don, who 40 years earlier had been 
offered a job in JWT*s dispatch de¬ 
partment. It had 
been explained to 
him that the agen¬ 
cy had a canteen 
bait on his wages 
he wouldn’t be 
able to afford to 
use it The park in 
the square oppo¬ 
site was suggested 
as an alternative. 

U I found it marginally patronis¬ 
ing and accepted a job at another 
agency, SH Benson, instead,” says 
Mead, who now presides over a 
company with a reputation for treat¬ 
ing its employees well, while also 
creating campaigns such as BTs 
It’s Good To Talk. 

AMV and BBDO merged in the 
UK in 1991 and BBDO*S interna¬ 
tional holding company acquired 
27 percent of Abbott Mead Vickers. 
The group, whose clients include 
Volvo, foe RSPCA. Sainsbuiy. 
Mars and Guinness, famously re¬ 
fused to lay off staff during the re¬ 
cession in the early 1990s, unlike 
many other agencies. The strategy 
worked, says Mead. Profits held 






throughout and rocketed upwards 
when foe recession ended. 

Barring a complete collapse of 
foe world economy, the "No Redun¬ 
dancy” policy will remain in place 
this time, too. But as Mead says: “If 
1 lived in a media-free environment 
I’d hardly know there was going to 
be a recession. You can hardly get a 
seat in a restaurant and none of our 
clients is cutting budgets.” 

It is easier to promise no job loss¬ 
es this time because AMV-BBDO is 
a more broadly based communica¬ 
tions company; only 40 per cent of 
its income comes 
from advertising. 

Mead is talking 
in his M ary le bone 
office, which is 
dominated by a gi- 
ant jukebox and ex¬ 
tensive fish tanks, 
which he deems no 
more expensive 
than conventional 
art and a lot more fun. The genial, 
burly figure, who smokes too much 
for his own good and seems untrou¬ 
bled by the need to be politically cor¬ 
rect is diffident as he tries to justify 
the policy of behaving well that led 
AMV to refuse all work m South Af¬ 
rica pre-Mandela and to turn down 
tobacco companies as clients. 

“One of the great joys of Dying to 
behave properly as an organisa¬ 
tion. and we always have, is that it 
is commercially sensible as well. 
You get the most out of people by 
capturing an unfair share of their 
heads and hearts. If you create a 
feeling of security and people like 
the place, they work in a way you 
wouldn't believe possible.” 



Peter Mead: “Behaving properly as an organisation is commercially sensible" 


His late father was a window 
cleaner and as he talks, almost at 
cue, a window cleaner's cradle indi¬ 
es past the multimillionaire's win¬ 
dow just as it begins to rain. 

Mead, who describes himself as 
“the bagman” at foe agency in con¬ 
trast to David Abbott, the creative 
force who has just retired, says he 
is grateful to his father for instilling 
a belief that anything is possible. 
He is slightly less grateful for being 
taken as a child to Millwall Foot¬ 
ball Chib rather than Spurs or Arse¬ 
nal. The continuing lifelong obses¬ 
sion has probably cost him E3 mil¬ 
lion. He was chairman of Millwall 
and a significant shareholder when 
it became the first dub to be top of 
foe first division in December and 
relegated at the end of the season. 

Although it was one of the worst 
experiences of his life. Mead is stiff 
Millwall's deputy chairman and his 
son Billy is on the playing staff. 


Mead. 58, describes himself as a 
media dinosaur who has tried to 
surf the Internet and failed, though 
naturally the group has bought it¬ 
self an Internet company as part of 
its expansion into communications 
and publishing. He is sceptical of 
developments that are driven by 
technology rather than consumer 
demand and points to those who 
forecast that by now cable would be 
the dominant medium. “Only ten 
years ago people were telling me 
you won't have books any more, 
everything will be CD-Roms, and 
newspapers will be dead by the end 
of the century,” he says. 

“Occasionally people confuse ac¬ 
tivity with progress. We have voice¬ 
mail. which I’m removing because 
I think it is deeply counter-produc¬ 
tive for most of the company. Peo¬ 
ple like to talk to people, not elec¬ 
tronic message machines.” 

He believes it is far too early to 


predict how digital television is go¬ 
ing to perform m the UK other than 
to say it will take years of hard 
work and require strong financial 
nerves to make it take off. 

Unlike many advertising indus¬ 
try executives Mead does not want 
to see ads on the BBC “It's nice to 
have something that is independ¬ 
ent. which is truly non-commercial 
in foe best sense of foe word." 

David Abbott has retired to do 
other tilings but Mead intends to 
stay on until his contract runs out in 
2001. He will probably sign another 
if his colleagues don’t think he is 
“dribbling too much". He says he 
will retire the day he no longer gets 
goosepimples just talking about the 
business he dearly loves. He has 
only one unfulfilled ambition: “I'd 
like to write a management book to 
persuade more people that “when in 
doubt, be nice’ is a commercial as 
well as a human view." 


Enough to put 
me in a spin 


m I LOATHE foe word “spin¬ 
being used to describe public re¬ 
lations. It suggests to me some¬ 
thing flimsy and made up. a far 
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sively” that the PR textbooks de¬ 
scribe and that I and thousands 
of professionals try to put into 
practice. The term spin was 
coined during the 1980s in Amer¬ 
ican politics and really denotes 
the culture of foe soundbite rath¬ 
er than the “planned and sus¬ 
tained effort to establish mutual 
understanding and goodwill be¬ 
tween an organisation and its 
publics” as defined by foe 1PR 
(Institute of Public Relations). 

In my view spin, 
bom and bred in pol¬ 
itics, is only a dis¬ 
tant cousin of PR. 

So imagine my dis¬ 
may when I 
browsed the Inter¬ 
net and noticed a 
new product on the 
market for PR pro¬ 
fessionals — a soft¬ 
ware package con¬ 
taining the basic 
tools we use and of¬ 
ten out-source to ex¬ 
pensive specialist. 
companies: produc¬ 
tion of mailing labels and lists, 
and media monitoring. AD very 
efficient. Great 

But guess what it is called? 
SpinControL by SpinWare. 

■ THE term “all publicity is 
good publicity” is, in my book, 
even more of a no-brainer than 
the S-word. The idea that notori¬ 
ety is better than anonymity — 
so that even a scandal is good 
for foe ratings—is almost an ac¬ 
cepted wisdom, but isn't true. 
One person's good publicity is 
another's nightmare. For politi¬ 
cians, and anyone with a “seri¬ 
ous” image to project good PR 
is about manag ing and protect¬ 
ing reputation, which is not foe 
same as publicity at all costs. 

Being royal must be even 
worse than being in politics 
these days, as foe requirement to 


cultivate an image which is both 
serious and frivolous inte nsifi es. 
PR advice has been drafted in 

left right and centre to foe Royal 
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look as if they are controlling the 
agenda some of foe time, rather 
than always reacting to foe latest 
report (although Charles’s re¬ 
sponse to the ITV documentary 
claim ing he favoured the 
Queen's abdication was. to my 
mind, heavy-handed and en¬ 
sured that foe programme got 
maximum advance attention}. 

Royal PR appointments, such 
as that of Simon Lewis, commu¬ 
nications secretary at Bucking¬ 
ham Palace, are in¬ 
teresting not just be¬ 
cause of their high 
calibre but because 
they are on second¬ 
ment from the corpo¬ 
rate world. 

■ THE voluntary 
sector could also 
benefit more from 
high-flyers in PR be¬ 
ing seconded to 
them. Perhaps Ali¬ 
son Clarice, the new 
president-elect of 
foe Institute of Pub¬ 
lic Relations, can urge compa¬ 
nies and consultancies to start 
giving their expertise regularly. 

Since Princes William and 
Harry plugged the sportswear 
Kan go! during their Canadian 
trip in March (when they wore 
foe company’s caps backwards), 
any kind of endorsement by die 
Princes must be top of the PR 
list for thousands of businesses. 

If Bandai UK producers of 
the YomegaX-brain yo-yo which 
has swept school playgrounds 
this autumn, could persuade the 
Princes to do a sponsored yoyo 
for charity, this could be the best 
kind of publicity: good dean 
fun. and in aid of a good cause. 
Any takers? 

• JuliaHobsbawm is the founder 
and chairwoman of Hobsbawm 
Macaulay Communications 
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Marketing Manager 

Have you ciot the direction we're lookina for? 




Pfizer - background 


Pfear is ona of the top three pharmaceutical 
organisations In the world. Fortune maga- 
dno sees us as one of the most admired 
companies in the world: With one of the 
richest product pipelines in the Fortune 500, 
Pfoer is on a roll that will continue for years 
to come'. Our mission is to bring innovative 
products to the maritot which improvo peo¬ 
ple's qualrty of life everywhere. Our mariwt- 
ing function has recently beer rated as the 
best in the UK-are you ready to discover 
why Pfuer is admired so much? 


The role 


This is an important and high profile role 
involving strategic level decision mating 
and major budgetary resportsfciEty. Your 
challenge win be to lead, motivate and drive 

the performance of a therapeutic category. 
As such you will be instrumental in strategy 
clarification, business planning, campaign 
creation and control measures - the fufl 
marketing mix win be at your disposal.Tttis 
is an unmissable opportunity to gain reel 
autonomy and career development. 


Excellent package 



We are looting for the best: atop caRxe 
graduate with at least a five year successful 
track reoord. preferably with cardiovasodar 
experience. You will be an aocom p iisJicd 
manager and motivator, and you 
will have first class communication, inter¬ 
personal and presentation stalls. We need 
an exceptional individual who will relish this 

high level of responsibility and autonomy, 
and who can back this up with a strategic 
grasp of the market and financial acumen. 


The position co mma nds an excellent salary, 
bonus, relocation package and benefits. The 
position wfll initially be based in Sandwich. 
Kara and will be relocated to our new site at 
Reigate, Surrey vi lata 2000. To apply please 
write, enclosing your CV to: Mbs Roma 
Bfii aan derx Human ResoucesDs pa i tm ent 
Pfizer Limited. Ramsgate Road, Sandwich. 
KentCn39NJ. 

Please quote refere nc e STB2 In efiapp a caflons. 


AM,VAL HEALTH 


PHARMACEUTICAL 


CENTRAL SERVICES 


COMSUMEfi 
HEALTH CAR; 


MANUFACTURING 


We have over 90,000 representatives visiting 
our 40 mBGon customers worldwide. Having 
reached Britain we are seeking to recruit 
additional. 

SALES REPRESENTATIVES 

» you are aeif - motivated, enthusiastic, 
ambitious, able to work under your own 
initiative, have axcaflent communication and 
presentation skills contact us immediately. 
Previous sales experience beneficial but not 
necessary. We wHI provide fufl training. Join 
Zeptnr sales forces and have an exciting and 
highly remunerative challenge. For an 
application from writs or phone: 

Zepter International ( UK) Ltd. 

Sales Department Stamford 
House, 2/4 Chiswick High Road, 
London W4 1TH. 

Tel: 0181 847 3617. 




mooitaw UK Lknaal pnwi ita in comoctct, wMi aotnflon 
hr omupag (he diarifcuiofl of pcrnbahle goods- We «re looking for 
i sabs pecan wift tic following 


♦AllBBlycwJ B ni ni iiiBliaMMniaM i iurHinata 

poridoa. 

■ Selling hardware & mftware m Ur g e o qj jctaitkmi wi& comffc* 
decnioa & Mgb-olT pmoeu. 

■ Fnillanqr with xeltmg tano ptow ta Pah awVor mpenmrtM, 
apfcv. 


• AfgKMive (dF«aner with a wfid 1 
performance. 

■ Able n manage Uae rffadirdy id 
A cmnpetkivc ulary ngaher with a 
Ptant tend your aoU 


1 1 How To Hake 

| £30000jut 

I Freelance Writing 

I This Iree Newsletter from 
( the Morris College of 
Journalism shows you 
exactly how. Obtain your 
■ free copy now] Cal Free: 

H 0800 371 50 




Saks Executives 

Required by City bead- 
btnaere. Grad. bus. bos 
skka exp. ambitions? 
OTE yr 2 £60L+. 
CdJ Yvoooc 
0171 739 2022. 
Pec 0171739 4280. 


SALES MARKETING EXECUTIVE 
BUCKS - BASED. Package to £30.000 + 

Our diem Is a world leader in the manufacture and supply 
of equipment and systems for Motion Picture laboratories 
end Fadtities Companies. Operating in a world - wide 
market, the successful applicant wS have a proven track 
record In high value sates combined wMi the aMityu 
create and merimne new business opportunities- You 
wfl be able to negotiate at a high level and poseus a 
knowledge of computer systems and electronics. 
Fam ffiart ty whh rflghbed video wouM be atfrantageout. 

Contact Joe Mdnemey JAGSTECH (Agy) 
Tel: 01442 828272 Ifee 01442 828979 
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BE ADDRESSED 
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c/o TIMES 
NEWSPAPERS 
P.O.BOX 3553, 
VIRGINIA ST, 
LONDON, El 9GA 


Media Initiatives Group 

Suki EaoJirej Caspetkiw Sim loptinr effli Camiaiwwa red Bore 
«™dag 0.TZ a mta rf Wt SMb bite t i ns Greaa, tlw Wire 
ctfcent mate q umBn « hI ofafltim wta borne ■ kutet fa . 3dr» 
*~ cn ^ B ™ t.uii i M Ma «f l jest npnirniT vitidn Be Adntireig nr 


in Ceitad Lmdnn. Tie nmnhl csafiditc ml ta* tbt ridfr to retread 
tbc Gracy’i jdm£n to khoftni md their yri— Tbt p ra pt rli ns 
trefl egt far thaw w japndBMB dnte tiKflarinildiaiytoadritwiDod 
nln Scum wetkiEi widna t too a nii wm ai t 

Pirate und yw wriOai application together wUh CV » 
.T nKnn Moocy 
Media Imtiatrves Group 
41-42 Eaatcest k Str eet 
London WIN 7PE 
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Top Career Forum 

Institute of Directors, London 
January 8th and 9th, 1999 

The career pl anning and recruitment 

event for ambitious professionals in: 

• Consultancy • Strategy 

• Business Development • IT 

• Change!Project Management 

A unique concept in international professional recruitment,Top Career Forums 
bring candidates together with a wide range of recruiters from across the 
continent to supplement every stage of the search for career development. 

The Forum provides the option of two different formats depending on the 
progress of your fob search - confidential, pre-arranged interviews with the 
recruiters of your choice or information sessions and informal discussions 
with line or human resource managers. 

Organisations participating range from small, specialist consultancies and systems 
integrators to high profile strategy houses, banks and corporations, including: 

ABN AMRO Bank, Arthur D. Little, ASDA, Beddows & Company, 
Bertelsmann, Boots, Bridgewater Consulting, CSC Index, 

Chase Manhattan Bank, Comet Group Pic, Diageo, Exane, 

IBM Consulting, Johnson & Johnson, KPMG, Eli Lilly, 

Mitchell Madison Group, Monitor Company, NatWest Consulting, 
Nycomed Amersham, PA Consulting, Pearl Assurance, Renaissance, 
Roland Berger & Partners, Shreeveport, Siemens Business Services, 
Smith Kline Beecham, The technology Partnership, Thom Group, 

Timken Company and Willis Corroon. 

Attendance is strictly by invitation only and to apply you should have at least 
two years experience in a recognised management, IT or strategic consultancy 
or o Wue<hip*company. You should also have at least a hi at first degree and most 
fikdy be 9£*<f 25—35. 

Top Career Forum - London 

For your invitation, please apply via the Forum 
registration site at www.career~giude.com 
or send your CV, quoting reference TCF/Times to 
Shenley Rockett, Top Career Forums, 

32-34 Arlington Road. London NW1 7HU 

e-mail: shenley@career-guide.com, fax: 0171 383 4949 Professional Careei 
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EDUCATION 


FAX: 

0171 7S2 7899: 


NEW YEAR START 


POSTS 


□(STANCE LEARNING AND FULL-TIME 


CHANGE YOUR APPROACH TO MANAGEMENT 


The Leicester MBA 


• MSc in Marketing or Finance 

• Diploma in Management 

• Certificate in Management 


A lul raiojr ot t&suncc leamng pro qo m m ts is ovaRabie 

Freephone 0800 374024 {UK arty) (or an iokxmttWi 
part (W h.) or 01203 422422 to speak to a 

ConsiitDni 

not FREEPOST (793) CV3473 Coventry CV4 BBR. UK. 
Fas 01203 427433 

cmaU LUMCy4«JCJ* /Mi • 

http //www te.ac.uk/lumc/ W fmf% 


^University 

Promoting excellence in Umwerviy teaching and i 
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Master of Arts Degree in 
Heritage Tourism Management 

Starting in January 1999 a unique opportunity 
exists at the University of Buckingham for 
you to study Heritage Tourism Management 
at postgraduate level. 

This masters course lasts for one year but 
study can be spread over several years. An 
important feature of the course is that you will 
spend some time, at the sharp end, on a 
placement in the Heritage Tourism Industry. 

If you would like further information about 
this course, please contact the admissions 
office on 01280 820227 or email: 

admissions@buclrinpham-ac-ulr 

http^/www.buckjngham.ac.uk 

The University of Buckingham is an excepted chanty 
dedicated to excellence in leaching and research. 


■ University Degrees 

BA (Hons) Degree m Business Aoumstration 
LLB (Hons) Degree in Lw 

! ■UNIVERSITY entry foundation courses 

WITH GUARANTEED PLACES ON UNIVERSITY 
DEGREE COURSES IN SEPTEMBER ‘99 
'ACCOUNTING 'LAW 

-BUSINESS -MATHEMATICS 

-ECONOMICS -SCIENCE 

-ENGINEERING (Foundation only) 

■ A-LEVEL COURSES AvaSabie over lor 2 years 

I GCSE’S 

■ ENGLISH LANGUAGE /I 

Internationally recognised courses at 2-48 weeks.^<^B 

QCAUTY, nZXffiHJTT,TAIOI FOR HONEY W n 

oort ’ 49 


NATIONAL CENTRE FOR COMPETITIVENESS 

Head of the National Centre for Competitiveness 

circa £65 to 70k 

The post is required to lead and direct the establishment and subsequent development of the National Centre for Competitiveness (NCQ - 
a high-level coihboraove initiative between the University of Luton, national and regional employers and various governmental agendas.The 
prime abjective of the new organisation is to create a centre of excellence which provides companies with the knowledge and guidance to 
adopt the key factors for business success, and to build a culture of competitiveness into the education of future generations. 

The NCC will provide die focus for a major integration of academic and employer efforts around the theme of enhanced economic 
competitiveness. As such, it will operate across die university as a whole, but will also extend its activities Into many other parts of 
academe and, above all, into the work place to achieve the knowledge base and practices essential to the ultimate success of the initiative. 
Applicants should satisfy the majority and ideally all of the following requirements 

■ appropriate executive level experience and demo n s tr able leadership potential in private sector organisations 

■ ability to work with a small team of strong senior managers to secure a proper balance between institutional and faculty needs 
with those of employers and ocher external stakeholders 

■ excellent interpersonal skills demonstrating entrepreneurial, marketing and PR experience 

■ a substanti a l track record of achievement through hard work, enterprise and organisation 

■ a dear understanding of how the employer-higher education partnership, as defined by Dearing^ concept of LHdoqg Learning, 
might be most effectively realised to improve competitive performance 

A professorship may be endowed, subject to the successful candidate meeting the university criteria for such awards. 

The university is wflBng co consider a fractional appointment or a long-term secondment for an exceptional candidate. 


•• . •* v 
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An appkation form and further details are available 
from the Head of Personnel, Personnel Deportment, 
Unhcnkji of Loton, Parle Square, Luton, Beds LUI 3JII 
Closing dates Friday 4 December 1998 
Tel e phone 01582 743376 (24 hour answering service) 
or end rsnploymeaMpporeanhiesQlticonjc.uk 
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NEW YEAR START 


Developed in dose collaboration with industry and commerce, our 
state-of-the-art, innovative Masters degree courses are delivered using interactive 
distance learning technology, together with campus-based workshops. 

We are recruiting NOW for January 1999 

MSc Enterprise Network Management 

This is a unique course for professionals working in the design, support or 
implementation of networking technology infrastructures wishing do enhance 
both their management and technical skills. 

The course offers three different routes to success - 

• you may study for MCSE or CNE certification programmes alongside 
this course 

• if you're already there you can FASTTRACK 

• to catch up on current networking technologies then opt for the 
NETWORK BOOSTER route. 

MSc Networked Information Engineering 

Design die computer networks of the future. 

Exploit your Intranet or Extranet as a commercial rooL 

This ex cit i ng , dynamic course is sponsored by the EPSRC Integrated Graduate 
Development Scheme and is designed for computer specialists, who are of 
graduate calibre, with specialist networking skills - and who are going places! 

The c-world is your oyster 

• e-commerce • Internet • Multimedia • Intranet • Systems Integral on 

• Distributed Applications 

Come and join us at our Executive Open Eve ning on 9 December at 430pm, 
followed by a public lecture at 7.00pm. Please telephone Dorothea Rawden on 
0114 225 5170 if you would like to attend. We look forward to seeing you. 

Iwfurther details please contact 

Graduate School of Computing and Management Scien c e s 

SroJJan Budding Sheffield Hadam Urmxrsiry 

City Campus Honxtrd Street Sheffield SI JWB 

Telephone +41(0)114 225 5177 

Fxx +44(0)1142255178 — 1 

schoolslcms/postgrad ■8^ I Hallam University 

E-mail A.B.K£Ots&hu.ac.uk Education for business and the professions 
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COURSES _ 

I How To Have | 

Free I 
I Holidays I 

| .and note money* to sans I 
I tine. Wort as a toebna tad I 

I writer aaVor phtSo^aptiet ffs I 
easier tan you UHL TNsfma S 
| nrastata fraiita Monts E 

I CalegeofJounafaastows I 
you exactly how. .* 

EASTER REVISION 


EASTER COURSES 
AT 

HERTFORD 

COLLEGE 

OXFORD 

For a Prospectus calk 
01865 242670 

CherweQ Tutors 
GreyfiriHS 
Oxford. OX1 1LD 


I SSSSSSiiil 

| Attar-wan tbot j 

I Horae Gfinrauter J 

I This free Information Kit I 

I I from the Morris College 5 
of Journalism shows I 
you exactly howl Call i 
0800371500 
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Make the right daemon with export, 
ufepandaot advice from Gsititu. 

9 Unhwsty and degree choices 

♦ Completing the UCAS tent 

9 Careers augm ent aod guidance j 

♦ Baotfkg itaraiew tednques I 


BWCATltHUL CMSSLTUTS 
128 -130 Ragan Stoat LaBdnWIRKE 
Trt 0171 7340181 Fax: 0171487 1701 


COURSES 


team Spanish in Spain 

• Study In Sotetonca. Bvcoiani. 
Granada and Mltap 

• 2 mt fa to 9 months 
(jD leafc-aU year) 

• Hos Euidy or student Sat 
acc omm odation rabble 

/ Caff today for a FREE 
~ * information pack ' 

Tel 0181 786 8081 

(Fax 0181 786 8088) 
e-nuit dquk@drconxoiA 
Web Site: wwnKtedaaes/donqufCiu 


Wfaidd you B«t»t« £9 to Cl 2 an how port orhiJMkn* woridng 
tratri homo reacting books for pgUohtca and other organfaationa. 

Italy Mm preohaotai and adhaia htva baantrabiad by 
CtaptMtiouoa over the paoaMfanwiyo**. (Road eons of tfca* 
aw ntimineorPiotpi ctM i l . 

Ptopta udth no prmmmocim EcpacSancm. but a Imb Iraarmat ix booto. 
hasa a ataVnb ad thoa o~n bm l rws m* h oar baip InVcMan 
and mvfcadng. 

MM tvaryana cats ba auccatfol but rtdi tpptadta thta exadd ha 
the caraar you have baan looking for. 

You naad amhanatara and a aharp aya. Yaw age and beefcgreand 
te k r at avam . Sand rite admar rii a cm a nt BiartaaB ad tha mt at a k a a yaa 
can find (or talaphena m). Wa wU aand a HIE PROSPECTUS al 


CHAPTERHOUSE. 2 Southamhay What Exalar. EX1 1J8. 
Tatanhaoa: 01382 499488 Fac 01392 438008 


CufS UuS 

LANGUAGE COURSES ABROAD 
French • German * Spanish • Italian • Russian 
•r 2 to 52 wcei courses starting every week 

✓ Gjp Year. Revtsion. Smneu and Ho*day Courses 

✓ Courses swtiMt for aB ages and levee 

CaB now lor a broclwe: 


rn 12 wk sprda(i>r business 
sluBs / IT count designtd 
to bunch soar career 
• Presentation software 
Spreadsheets. Databases. 
WT. Internet & CD-ROM 


• 9 month In lensisr course 
for a carter In Marketing 
Advertising PR & Mefis 

• Design / praphksso&sraie 

• Use Ad-osencr project 

• 1CM Media Diploma 


0171 878 3550_ 


It’s cruel You can earn up co £500 a week as a Freelance 
Proofreader and Copy Editor. No experience needed. 
UnJqoe homa study cotrne reveals ail you need co know. For a 
FREE special report and details of bow to data your FREE 
trial lesson write to: Maple PubfbhfaiE, (Dept PRI A) f FREEPOST 
HA444A, Southall, Nflddlesex, UBI 3BR. Or call free 

0800-542-9868 (Quote Ret PHI J 


# Feces IB fi»d>inn mapdiv 
cAnrfal and prodnetiou 

• Pto* mitiag in foD rsner tl 
latest IT. & business skSs 


• Professional oner planning & actual work pla c e men t 
■ Sekrtioa of evrefent student accoannodnlioa bOtfixd 
StJUdstfs Collage, Oxford, wta www^ mmwrt 


Prospectus 

011865)240963 


Financefor 

non-financial prq^ssionals 

• UNDERSTAND finance 

• ANALYSE financial information 

• MASTER practical techniques 

such as budgeting, .investment 
appraisal and return on k 
investment > 

, s 

• ATTAIN a post-graduate 

qualification :r Ife, ..... 

0 STUDY at your own pace with 
Open Learning 

• QUALIFY over one yero by 
part-time study 

"Tanfo'rnfation pack conaicc^j 
e^ied-'Diplorna Advisers 1 

■tfCCA, 29 .Lincoln's Inn F.efdi, 
LondcnWC2.A 3EE “ 

Tel: 0171 396 5919/^^ 
ax .017' 396 5833^ 
Sffuilrdiptemad!^^ 

^ ‘jj wwwa cc 




‘a true doctorate for business professionals’’ 


Doctor of Business Administration 

The DBA is the next generation of postgraduate education 
to make its presence felt in the UK, representing a natural 
progression for graduates with an MBA or busroess-heiated 
Master's level quafification. 

The Kingston DBA is equal si status to a traditional PhD - 
on successful completion you Vvill gain the tide of Doctor. 

Our academically rigorous and.challenging, program me 
is designed to contribute to the growth of business 
professionals, focusing on the development of advanced 
conceptual frameworks and skills needed by senior 

executives within the context of strategic management. 

% 

You will have the opportunity to study with other h^t-caEbre 
cancfichtes under the guidance of cop4evd academic staff 

NOW RECRUITING FOR ACADEMIC YEAR 1998199 

For an informal discussion and more information contact 
Lesley Ledden: 

Tet 0181 547 7226 Rue 0181 547 7026 

e-mat Uedden@kmgston.ocuk 
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FARRINGTONS & STRATFORD HOUSE 

G-SjUG&SA, 

Chisfebuist, Kent BR7 6LR 

BURSAR 


The Governors invite applications far th* post of Bmsar 
and Clerk to the Govonors at this expanding Braiding and 
Day school far girls. 

The post becomes vacant in the summer of 1999 upon (he 
retirement of the present Bmsar after 14 years service. 

The Bursar is chiefly responsible for (he school finances, 
estate and nan-academic peraotmel. 

The successful applicant wiD be comparer literate and be 
able to make a worthwhile contribution to the future 
development of the school. He/she will be in sympathy 
with the Christian foundation of the school. 

Details of the post are available from: 

The Clerk to the Governors 
Farringtons & Stratford House 
Perry Street 
Chislehorst 
Kent BR7 6LR 

The dosag dm for appUcadaru is 18 December 1998. 


ST MARY’S SCHOOL 
CALNE, WILTSHIRE 
SN11 0DF 
Tel: (01249) 857200 
Fax: (01249) 857207 

Independent GSA Boarding & Day 
300 girls aged //-/& 


On the retirement of Mr Paul Norton the Governors 
invite applications for tbe post of 



BURSAR 


of St Mary’s School and St Margaret^ Preparatory 
School 

for 1st September 1999 

Applicants roust have experience of, and a high 
degree of competence in, financial matters, 
accounting and administration. 

Further details may be obtained from the 
Headmistress^ Office, St Mary’s School. 

The closing dale for applications is Friday 
28th December 1998. 


SAVE 700 CONSIDERED - 

CHIROPODY 

-AS A REDUNDANCY PROOF PROFESSION 

The demand far (Mropo^f eoirthures to InoretBa 
provfcing a secure and todcpendaX profession. Tbu cm 
toudym home vdlhoul leaving your |ob and campleto 
pratintitrainhgfriyavhofidkqs. 

* CoaHnueutiy (rawing for TV years (stare 1919) ai dsttnee 
learning. No one matdiesouriiioceairte or mrthodk. 

* QuoWrrtl o n leads to mambers H p of the taged ond much 
respected professional body THE BBIISH OrtOPOPT & 
PODWTY ASSOCIATION. 

* GraabTYbaeoald be elgtefo for the fleable port time 
course naming all year or the n at foil (fane condoned coune 
commencing Harris 1999. 

S Write or Moghone for FSS praqieriut to: 

IK OFBi C0tU6E OF CHBtOPODT AND FOOUW 
The SMAE inrifode, Ogd. ST, Tbe Now Hal, 

149 Ba* food. Maidenhood, 5U 4A. 

Tot (01628) 621100 (24hre) Foe (01628) 674483 
E Mail No: 10603X354l^COMPUSERVLCOM, 



The Diversity of Hull UBA degree studied 

in Greenwich. 

• SpeaaGsa&ons: 

Management 
Marteling Management 
Health Senses Management 

• 24 monlh durafion (13 weetend modules) 
« Flaxtiie starling dates 

t5 states ty Netaxk Swheasl ton Charing Cross, 
Waterloo or Lotion Bridge, or taough the Greemricft fed 
bond tan island Gartens (DodflandsUgHfeBw^). 

Greenwich School of Management 
MeritSan House, Royal Kill, Greenwich, 
London, SE108RD 

Tel: 0181-SI 6 7800 

goat anq wyrtp— Id Ka ai gMCJk 
tap^/iwHftgreeniMch^oaegaacjJk 

Greenwich School of Management 
university business education 


for COMPETITIVENESS 


Blmeflt of Psychology 

Sociology 


LECTURER IN 
SOCIOLOGYI 


£l5,885-£28407 pa 

You should have a Higher Degree in 
Sociology and experience of teaching and 
research in higher education. You will 
contribute to the growing programme of 
teaching in the social sciences. You should 
be able to contribute to the teaching of 
introductory sociology and sociological 
theory and have a specialist teaching and 
research interest in one or more of the 
following: crime and deviance, health and 
illness or sexuality. 

Application forms and farther particulars 
are available from Personnel Services, 

Napier University, 219 Colinton Road, 
Edinburgh EH14 1DJ, Tel 0131-455 
4658 (24 hour answering service). Closing 
date: Tuesday 1 December 1998. 

NAPIER UNIVERSITY 

EDINBURGH 

Investing in teaching and research to serve the community 



CHIGWELL SCHOOL 

HMC/IAPS: Co-edneational 
with 700 pupils aged 7 to 18 

A wed-qualified and suitably experienced 

HEAD OF MATHEMATICS 

is reqtrired for September 1999 to lead tins strong 
department. Farther details may be obtained franc 

The Headmaster, ChigweH School, 
ChigwdL, Essex, IG7 6QF. 

Closing Dale; Friday, 4th December 1998. 


Swanboume 

House School 


ferfstoed CtBrty No 310640 
Snntnjme. Bucks, MKI7 OHZ 
T* 01296 720264 
Fk 01296 728188 

WPS Preparatory Sdicd 3-I^rs 
{400 Bta and beys) 


Required for 1999 (starting lane flexible) 

Director of Music 

Smnboume House stands In a supeife country setting, wtai 
easy reach of fastening towns. The school has Ngty mofeted 
dAken, a d efl ated staff, peripfefc music teachers and way 
B»d must fecBBes Inducing a'spedafist teaching room wilii 
a grand piano, practice menu and a brand new h» manual dgtal 
arpn. 

Wfe seek a Director of Husk *to is fcmfar mil (he Na&nai 

Ctxriadun and rtio can offer dual muac. The soccessffl 
carefidale *i be q/n^Blhatic to flie chfckerfred eflios of Sis 
ttvMns boanfing and day sriuoL 

He oflErconatferatiesWfbeneSb and tru^r one of the best music 
teachers’ opperterffies h 1999. Salary negfcMe. 

Ptease ten is and request U details, prior to setting an 
a ppic a tat Please appbr in hendwNng to the Joint Heads, Hr 
and Mrs SJ). Gooffart, enctosingyoirCV and the names and 
names and telephone numbers of three reterees. Ctong date 
far appEcafions: 1st December 1998. tataueas wB commence 
with rariy appicarts from 23rd November 1998. 


EDUCATION 


DEVONSHIRE HOUSE 
PREPARATORY SCHOOL 

THE OAK TREE NURSERY 

Hie Oak Tree Nursery Is lor children horn the age 
al two and a halt. Parents interested In further 
Information or In applying for a ptara tor a chilli 
should contact the Admissions' Secretary. 
Devonahfr* Houaa is a coeducational school for 
chKtan tarn two and a half 1 o thirteen years ol aga. 
Devonshire House School, 69 RtzJohn'S Avenue. 

Hampstead, London NW3 6PB. 

S. Tet 0171-435 1916. 


i 
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What has 
made 
these girls 
the best in 
Britain? 


Tailor-made target-setting boosts 
pupil performance. Report by 
Maureen Ribbins and Dru James 

T his summer, (me year techniques used in industry, 
group at Wolver- and to the profile and seif-re- 
hampton Girls’ High pot systems that are encour- 
School achieved the aged at other state schools. 


T his summer, one year 
group at Wolver¬ 
hampton Girls’ High 
School achieved the 
school's highest GCSE rate at 
A* and A grades. Hie girls 
passed 80 per cent of their sub¬ 
jects with A* and A passes — 
the best pass rate in a British 
state school. Wolverhampton 
is a selective school which is ex¬ 
pected to do well in next 
month's league tables. How 
has it achieved this? 

“We all get on very well to¬ 
gether in our year and we 
helped each other to get to the 
top.” wrote one pupil. “We re¬ 
vised together and encouraged 
each other and therefore 
worked well and felt confident 
going into exams.” 

Her words sum up the phi¬ 
losophy of a personal review 
scheme which has since been 
adopted by a second school. 
Woldingham. an independent 
Roman Catholic girls' board¬ 
ing school in Surrey. 

Over the past few years, 
staff have ensured that each 
girl at Wolverhampton has 
her own system of target-set¬ 
ting and review. This is now 
paying dividends in terms of 
greater work-satisfaction and 
better results. The method is 
similar to the best appraisal 


techniques used in industry, 
and to the profile and self-re¬ 
port systems that are encour¬ 
aged at other state schools. 

At Wolverhampton we have 
started the process with Year 7 
— girls in their first year — 
and. unlike some schools, we 
involve senior management in 
the process. 

When each girl arrives at 
the school, she is given a re¬ 
view folder, which she will 
keep throughout her school 
life, helping her to compare 
progress from year to year and 
to build a profile of her own as¬ 
pirations and achievements. 

Reports are given twice a 
year at Wolverhampton, and 
at die end of every term at 
Woldingham. Form teachers 
talk through reports with each 
pupil in a review lasting up to 
20 minutes. 

The pupil, in consultation 
with the tutor, fills in a review 
sheet in as much detail as pos¬ 
sible. She must include her 
strengths and weaknesses in 
each subject, how she feels 
about her report, and the reac¬ 
tion of her family. Each pupil 
is asked to examine what moti¬ 
vates her to do well, and what 
prevents her from achieving 
her best Like a thorough 
health check, this overhaul 
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Charting success: Ruth Ruder and Paula Hendriks. 15. at a personal social education session in Wolverhampton 


also covers extracurricular ac¬ 
tivities, including the amount 
of time die girl spends on 
homework, watching TV and 
other leisure pursuits, includ¬ 
ing reading. She is asked to 
consider possible 
career choices — 
even if she is only "Thf* 
in Year 9 (aged 13). 

The tutor asks each p*. 

pupil to list five re- LLI UI 
alistic targets she - 

would like to fneet plfPl 

by certain dates; 
toe end of term and Q13.K 

the end of the year. ___ 

These may concern 
work, attitude, behaviour, or¬ 
ganisation. or a combination 
of these. 

The next stage involves a 
senior member of staff, who 


The key is 
to create a 
pupil-staff 
dialogue ’ 


pupil has set for herself. The 
system is time-consuming: 
whole days are set aside for 
these yearly reviews. Bui the 
results prove their value. Wol¬ 
verhampton High pupils are 
now more aware of 
how to analyse 
pi\r ip their work and 

■7 ° how to set specific 

i+p o personal targets, 

lie a. Until we consult- 

o+aff them * we ted 
Moil not realised bow 

, much of a team ef- 

JUC fort this would be. 

__ As one pupil com¬ 

mented: “We all 
wanted to succeed. We knew 
we were a year of high achiev¬ 
ers and we were proud of this. 
We didn’t want to fail." 

Of course, there is a risk of 


conducts another review, con- stress, but part of our PSE (per¬ 
centrating rat toe targets toe sonal and social education) 


curriculum is devoted to help¬ 
ing pupils to deal with undue 
pressure. This includes an effi¬ 
cient time-management pro¬ 
gramme. We have sessions on 
relaxation, indudingyoga, aro¬ 
matherapy and rai chi. 

Staff are supportive. They 
tell us how much the responsi¬ 
bility for learning has been 
taken on by toe pupils: they 
have become much more inde¬ 
pendent and can be relied on 
to carry out suggestions for de¬ 
veloping their learning tech¬ 
niques. This enhances trust¬ 
ing relationships between 
staff and pupils. 

Now that toe personal re¬ 
view system is beginning at 
Woldingham, we stall be able 
to judge how well it works in a 
boardmg environment, with 
pupils who have a wider range 
of abilities. Here, there will be 


even more time to devote to 
girls who might struggle in 
particular areas. One of the 
strengths of a good review is 
early diagnosis of any prob¬ 
lems that might hinder future 
performance. 

The most important aspect 
of the review system — and 
perhaps the key to its success 
— is toe dialogue it creates be¬ 
tween pupils and staff. This 
should lead pupils io identify 
areas in whitfi they are strong, 
to discover their skills and to 
apply them to subjects where 
they are weaker. 

This will enhance their self¬ 
esteem. and increase the self- 
confidence they need to suc¬ 
ceed. 

• Dru James is Headmistress of 
Wolverhampton Girls' High 
School and Maureen Ribbins is 
Headmistress of Woldingham. 
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SAVE 20% AT 
HABITAT THIS 
CHRISTMAS 
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Why Oxbridge 
does not work 

Extracurricular jobs at 
university are still frowned on. 
Lucy Hawking reports 

S weeping changes to the es, worked part-time every 
funding of Oxford and term except his first, earning 
Cambridge may force up to £100 a week from bar 
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Cutthecostof 
Christmas with 
your Times 
shopping card, 
inserted in 
Monday's 
newspaper 
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S imply attach six differently numbered tokens from 
The Times and two tokens from The Sunday Times to 
your shopping card. Twelve tokens will be published in 
The Times until November 28 and a total of three tokens 
will be printed in The Sunday Times until November 29. 
Your completed shopping card 
entitles you to buy as many items 
as you wish on a single shopping 
trip and to receive a 20% 

discount* off your total b31. 

If poor Tims shopping card m nbafaiB 


liabnai 


0171-481 388ft. UnounofMal 
9JKfcmm44DU today. 
*8«a yw c a n !f or fu ft tomnandi 



S weeping changes to the 
funding of Oxford and 
Cambridge may force 
the universities to reconsider 
one of their cherished princi¬ 
ples by allowing students to 
work part-time during toe 
term. Students at Oxbridge, 
unlike others, are discouraged 
by their colleges from taking 
on a term-time job. 

There is no offi¬ 
cial statute banning 
extracurricular em¬ 
ployment. but aca¬ 
demics consider 
that a job would 
leave students insuf¬ 
ficient time to com¬ 
plete their courses 
because terms are 
only eight weeks 
long. 

‘Terms are short 
and intensive" 
says an Oxford 
spokesman. “It 
would be regretta¬ 
ble if students 
missed out on edu¬ 
cational opportuni¬ 
ties.” However, toe 
cost of a degree Oxbridge 
from Oxford or 
Cambridge could rise greatly 
over the next few years and all 
students already nave to pay a 
means-tested tuition fee of up 
to £1,000 a year. Until now, 
they have been able to save 
money by living in college ac¬ 
commodation for a greater 
part of the degree course than 
at other universities. They pay 
rent only for the time they are 
in residence and. at about £40 
a week, this puts an Oxbridge 
student’s annual rent bill at 
about £1350. A commercial 
property would cost a mini¬ 
mum of £3,000. 

Over the next five to ten 
years, colleges are objected to 
lose a significant amount of 
government funding. To com¬ 
pensate, they are likely to raise 
room rates, increasing the fi¬ 
nancial pressure on students. 

Many students already find 
it hard to make ends meet with¬ 
out a job. Ben IUis, a graduate 
of University College, Oxford, 
with a 2.1 in modern language 
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Oxbridge study only 


es, worked part-time every 
term except his first, earning 
up to £100 a week from bar 
work. “Without that money 1 
would have had no soda! life,” 
he says. He also believes that 
for students such as himself, 
working in a restaurant that 
provided a hot meal made a 
big difference. Mr Ulis. who 
kept his tar job 
even during finals, 
thinks that it did 
not affect his work. 
Tam sure I did bet¬ 
ter because 1 had a 
change of scene. 
But I chose not to 
tell the college.” He 
believes it was unof¬ 
ficially accepted 
that students had 
part-time jobs. 

Mr lllis coped 
with work and 
study, but other stu¬ 
dents are unsure 
chat they could do 
so. A Cambridge 
undergraduate 
says: “Some tutors 
tell students not to 
tudjy only work, even over the 
holidays, because 
of their academic commit¬ 
ments. So how could you have 
a term-time job?" 

If rents rise sharply, univer¬ 
sities will have to devise a way 
to lessen toe financial burden, 
especially if they are to attract 
students from poorer back¬ 
grounds. Mark Jones Parry, 
welfare and graduate officer of 
Cambridge University Stu¬ 
dents' Union, says: “If stu¬ 
dents suffer stress because 
they cannot meet financial 
commitments, that will harm 
academic life.” 

Allowing students to work 
part-time seems an obvious 
way to increase income, but it 
could mean lowering academ¬ 
ic standards. It is already a re¬ 
ality, however, and at least 
30 universities have recruit¬ 
ment agencies on campus. Na¬ 
tionally, 40 per cent of stu¬ 
dents are thought to have part- 
time jobs, and the figure is ex¬ 
pected to rise as high as 60 or 
70 per cent. 


The grammar 
schools will not 
go quietly 


S election has been toe 
Achilles’ heel of the 
Labour education 
programme since well be¬ 
fore toe general election. 
"While other policies have 
been a model of clarity, 
whatever criticism there 
may have been of their con¬ 
tent, statements on selective 
education have been an ob¬ 
ject lesson in obfuscation. 
This week's regulations for 
ballots on toe future of 
g ramm ar schools were no 
exception. 

The ballot provisions un¬ 
leashed a veritable cyclone 
of hot air bum both sides of 
toe debate and will lead to 
costly, and no doubt bitter, 
campaigning, almost cer¬ 
tainly to no effect Gram¬ 
mar schools dare not admit 
it for fear of looking compla¬ 
cent but the rules have 
been drawn up in such a 
way that very 
few schools 
will have any¬ 
thing to worry 
about 
The regula¬ 
tions are toe 
latest example 
of toe dou¬ 
blespeak that 
has character¬ 
ised Labour 
statements on 
selection since 
opinion polls 
began to 
show that 

abolishing 
the 166 re- 
m a i n i n g 
grammar 
schools would be unpopu¬ 
lar with the electorate. Par¬ 
ty spokesmen have had to 
find reasons for giving lo¬ 
cal parents die right to abol¬ 
ish selection, while impos¬ 
ing a national veto on its ex¬ 
tension; for encouraging 
toe allocation of places ac¬ 
cording to aptitude for tech¬ 
nology or modem languag¬ 
es. but not for all-round aca¬ 
demic abflity. 

Labour was already in 
trouble over selection 
when David Blunkett invit¬ 
ed delegates to toe 1996 par¬ 
ty conference to “read my 
lips: no selection under a 
Labour Government". 
What he meant to say was 
“no more selection”. 

But toe subtle difference 
raised expectations in toe 
anti-grammar school lobby 
that toe party leadership 
tad no intention of fulfill¬ 
ing. Even the schools that 
recently introduced partial 
selection survived toe provi¬ 
sions of the School Stand- 
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aids Act and will have to 
take their chance with local 
adjudicators. 

Mr Blunkett announced 
before toe election that he 
would not be distracted by 
a side issue from dealing 
with the problems affecting 
the majority of state 
schools. But selection is a 
topic that refuses ■ to go 
away too many members 
of his own party want ac¬ 
tion and too many of his op¬ 
ponents see it as an area of 
weakness and division. 

Parental ballots seemed 
the ideal way to spare the 

Government uncomforta¬ 
ble decisions on the fate of 
grammar schools. Who 
could argue with a system 
that passed the derision to 
those most affected? But 
campaigners on both sides 
know that the devil is in the 
detail of the arrangements. 

and the spin- 
doctors have 
made it clear 
that toe Gov¬ 
ernment’s in¬ 
tention is to 
make it as dif¬ 
ficult as possi¬ 
ble to call a 
ballot 
Where fully 
selective sys- , 
terns - exist j 
one parent in ' 
five will have 
to sign a peti¬ 
tion before a 
vote can be 
held on toe fa- 
ture of the 
grammar 
schools. In Buckingham¬ 
shire, for example, more 
than 40,000 signatures 
must be collected. 

In other areas, the elector¬ 
ate will be confined to 
schools, including many in 
the independent sector, that 
have sent at (east five chil¬ 
dren to grammar school in 
the past three years. It is al¬ 
most inconceivable that a 
prep school parent would 
vote to abolish the local 
grammar school: for many, 
toe object of paying fees is 
to secure a grammar school 
place; toe rest would be vot¬ 
ing for extra competition in 
the independent sector. 

When the Campaign for 
State Education held a con¬ 
ference to build support for 
the ballots, only about 200 
people attended. That hard¬ 
ly suggests toe groundswell 
needed to shake toe founda¬ 
tions of schools that sur¬ 
vived everything toe last La¬ 
bour government could 
throw at them. 
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Scots Law Report November 20 1998 Outer House 


Identifying sites for environmental protection 


WWF-UK Ltd and Another v 
Secretary of State for Scot¬ 
land 

Before Lord Nirnrao Smith 
(Judgment October Z7| 

In the finked processes of identify- 
mg and drawing the boundaries of 

sites to be afforded special environ¬ 
mental prelection under the EC 
Birds and Habitats Directives, na¬ 
tional authorities had a discretion 
«to where the boundaries should 
run. albeit the basis for their judg¬ 
ments bad to be scientific. 

In resjKCt of those habitats or 

species the presenoe of whidi quali¬ 
fied the site for protection, the na¬ 
tional authorities were not obliged 
to indude within the site all such 
habitats or such species' territories 

that were contiguous or geographi- 

caliy linked. 

Objectors to consent for a devel¬ 
opment who contended that, if the 
boundaries of such a site were 
properly drawn they would in- 
dude the development site, could 
be barred by delay from seeking ju- 
didal review where, in making rep¬ 
resentations to the planning au¬ 
thority during many months of con¬ 
sideration of the planning applica¬ 
tion, the objectors had omitted to 
raise the question of whether the 
boundaries should properly in¬ 
dude the development site. 

In permitting development that 
had a potential for adverse effects 
upon such a site; a planning au¬ 
thority was oot obliged to ascertain 
that the absence of adverse effects 
was guaranteed absolutely, and 
could lawfully grant consent on 
conditions, such as requiring that 
the possibility of such effects be 
monitored, and making provision 
for the imposition of additional con¬ 
trols if the possibility of adverse ef- 
fects were to materialise during the 
operation of a development. 

When consulting the public 
upon the steps to be taken to pre¬ 
vent adverse environmental ef¬ 
fects, a planning authority was not 
in principle obiiged io make availa¬ 
ble to the public the final versions 
of the proposed measures, since 
the act of consultation contemplat¬ 
ed possible revision, and repealed 
re-consultation would render the 
process excessively protracted. 

Lord Ninuno Smith, sitting in 
the Ourer House of the Court of 
Session, so held, dismissing a peti¬ 
tion for judicial review brought by 


WWF-UK Ltd and the Royal Socie¬ 
ty for tbe Protection of Buds 
against decisions of the Secre tar y 
of Slate for Scotland, Scottish Natu¬ 
ral Heritage and Highland coun¬ 
cil. in which the Cairngorm Chair¬ 
lift Company Ltd and Hig hlands 
and Islands Enterprise were called 
as interested parties. 

Sir Crispin Agnew of Loduiaw. 
QC. far the petitioners; Mr Neil 
Davidson. QC and Miss Lesley 
Shand for the secretary of ware; 
Mr Patrick Hodge. QC and Mr 
Michael Howlin for Scottish Natu¬ 
ral Heritage; Mr Michael Upton 
for Highland Council: Mr Roy 
Martin, QC and Mr Laurence 
Murphy for Cairngorm C hairlift 
Company and Hig hlands and Is¬ 
lands Enterprise. 

LORD NIMMO SMITH said 
that the Conservation (Natural 
Habitats, etc) Regulations (SI 1994 
No 27161 implemented the Birds Di¬ 
rective 79/409/EEC (OJ 1979 No L 
103/1) and the Habitats Directive 
91/431 EEC IOJ1992 No L206/7) by 
providing for the designation rtf 
parts of the country as special pro¬ 
tection areas rSPAs* 1 ) and special 
areas of conservation (“SACsT. 
which were jointly referred to as 
“European sites". 

The petitioners sought to chal¬ 
lenge decisions of Scottish Natural 
Heritage and (he Secretary of State 
for Scotland to propose boundaries 
for an SPA and an SAC in he 
Cairngorm mountains that emit¬ 
ted certain areas on the northern 
slopes of Cairn Gorra itself; and 
Highland Council's gram of plan¬ 
ning permission for, and entry inio 
a planning agreement concerning 
the construction of a funicular rail¬ 
way on those slopes. 

in 1990 Scottish Heritage's pred¬ 
ecessors had proposed that a large 
part of the Cairngorms, including 
the summit of Cairn Gorra itself, 
should be an SPA. 

The application for planning per¬ 
mission for the railway had been 
made in August, 1994. relative to 
an area adjacent to butoutwhh the 
proposed SPA 

In March. 1995 the secretary of 
state had published Circular 
671995 advising planning authori¬ 
ties for the purposes of develop¬ 
ment control to treat proposed Eu¬ 
ropean sites as if they had been for¬ 
mally designated as such. 

■In the same month he and Scot¬ 


tish Heritage had pubtidy pro¬ 
posed that a urge part of the Cum- 

gorras should form an SAG the 
proposed boundary excluded both 
the development site and the sum¬ 
mit of Cairn Gorm. 

Over the following two years, 
public consultations on the plan¬ 
ning application had been carried 
out. to which the petitioners had 
been party. Over that period Scot¬ 
tish Heritage, in its role as statuto¬ 
ry consul tees to the planning au¬ 
thority under regulation 46 of the 
1994 Regulations, had maintained 
an objection to the planning appli¬ 
cation. 

in July. 1996 Scottish Heritage 
had revised the proposed bounda¬ 
ry of the SPA to exdude the sum¬ 
mit of Cairn Gorm. After extensive 
negotiations, in March 1997. a plan¬ 
ning agreement had been entered 
into fay Highland Council, tbe 
Chairlift Co, Highlands and Is¬ 
lands Enterprise. Scottish Herit¬ 
age and tbe Bank of Scotland. Scot¬ 
tish Natural Heritage had with¬ 
drawn its objection to the applica¬ 
tion and planning consent had 
been granted by the Council. 

Tbe grounds on which judicial 
review was sought related to three 
distinct matters: 

1 Where the boundaries of the pro¬ 
posed European sites bad been 
drawn; 

2 The assessment of the efface of 
visitors using the funicular on the 
sites thax had in fact been pro¬ 
posed; and 

3 Public consultation upon mitiga¬ 
tory measures. 

Tbe boundary issue 
The petitioners contended that 
on a proper construction of the 
1994 Regulations in the light of the 
Directives, the boundaries of a Eu¬ 
ropean site should be drawn by ref¬ 
erence to scientific criteria alone; 
that in consequence all contiguous 
or Dnked qualifying habitats or spe¬ 
cies had to be included; and that a 
member-stale had no discretion in 
boundary delineation. 

They founded upon the deci¬ 
sions in Case C-57/89 Commission 
v Germany flI991| ECR1-883); Case 
C-355/90 Commission v Spain 
019931 ECR 1-4221); Case C-44/95 R 
v Secretary of Stalefor the Environ¬ 
ment, Ex parte RSPB (The Times 
August Z 1996; |1996] ECR I-30SS) 
and Commission v Netherlands 
(May 19.1996 unreporied). 

His Lordship accepted that the 


boundaries of an SPA had to be de¬ 
termined by reference io omitho- 
logkal criteria alone, bur beyond 
that, detailed examination of those 
judgments demonstrated that they 
did not support the petitioners: ap¬ 
proach. 

Turning to the legislative lan¬ 
guage itself, his headship also re¬ 
jected the submission that under ei¬ 
ther Directive the identification of 
sites and the delineation of bounda¬ 
ries were distinct steps, the former 
only involving an exercise of the 
discretion. 

On the contrary, the latter was 
an integral part of the former. A 
discretion had to be exercised 
throughout, as much in the deter¬ 
mination of boundaries as in other 
aspects of the selection of sites. 

The scientific exercise that re¬ 
quired to be undertaken did Dot re¬ 
quire that all contiguous or linked 
qualifying habitats or spedes popu¬ 
lations bad id be inducted. The con¬ 
tention that Scottish Heritage and 
the secretary of state had erred in 
their approach to the proposed 
boundaries was therefore unfound¬ 
ed. 

The petitioners had also drawn 
attention to indications that Scot¬ 
tish Heritage had taken acoouni of 
skiing as a recreational and eco¬ 
nomic. and hence irrelevant, fac¬ 
tor. 

His Lordship, however, did not 
see how the existing skiing fatali¬ 
ties at Cairn Gorm could have 
been ignored if the exercise were to 
be carried out on a properly scien¬ 
tific basis. 

In any event, little had been said 
by the petitioners about wby. if the 
boundaries had been wrongly 
drawn, the planning permission 
should be quashed 

Circular 6/1995 required the 
planning authority to treat a pro¬ 
posed European site as a classified 
European rite, but to treat a pro¬ 
posed site as a classified site had 
necessarily to involve treating it as 
haring its boundary as then pro¬ 
posed, not as H might be. 

If Highland Council had consid¬ 
ered any other boundary, the 
Chairtifi Company could have chal¬ 
lenged that as having regard to an 
irrelevant matter. 

Delay 

During the consideration of tbe 
planning application, neither of 
the petitioners had put directly to 
Highland Council tbe argument 


that the boundaries should have 
been drawn to indude the develop¬ 
ment site. 

On the contrary, the RSPB in 
particular had participated in 6 k 
planning process in terms that 
treated the proposed European 
sites as excluding the development 
site. 

Meanwhile, as the petitioners 
must have known, the Chairlift 
Company and Highlands and Is¬ 
lands Enterprise had been incur¬ 
ring expenses, in the order of 
596.000, in connection with the 
planning process. 

If the petitioners bad wanted to 
put the boundaries in issue, and de¬ 
termination of the planning appli¬ 
cation to be deferred until that is¬ 
sue had been resolved, it was for 
them to have matte a suitable inter¬ 
vention in the planning process. 

The fact that they had not done 
so amounted to more, {delay) suffi¬ 
cient to bar them from seeking judi¬ 
cial review: see Assets Co v Bain 
((1904) 6 F 692); Maaimtghum v 
Macnaughtorfs Trs (1953 SC 387); 
Atherton v Strathclyde Regional 
Council (1995 SLT 557). Lardner v 
Renfrew District Council (1997 SC 
104k Swan v Secretary of State for 
Scotland (1998 SC 479k Caswell y 
Dairy Produce Quota Tribunal 
for England and Wales Q1990] 2 
AC 738). and R v Secretary of State 
for Trade and Industry, Ex parte 
Greenpeace Ltd (QB, October 14. 
1997, unreported). 

The petitioners had argued that, 
regardless of any such delay. Com¬ 
munity kwreqinred the court to ex¬ 
amine of hs own motion whether 
the authorities of its member state 
had remained within the limits of 
tbeir discretion, to take all general 
or particular measures necessary 
to ensure that the environmental ef- 
fects of development were assessed 
property, and to form its own view 
about where tbe boundaries 
should be drawn: Case C-72/95, 
Aannemersbcdrijf PK Kraaijeveld 
BV v Gedeputeerde Staten van 
Zuid-Holland (p996j ECR 1-5403). 

His Lordship did not regard 
that case as having the far-reach¬ 
ing consequences far which the pe¬ 
titioners contended, lnanyevnd.il 
was only the circular thai obliged 
the council to treat the site as if it 
was a European site. It might be 
thought that that gave h protection 
at an earlier date than was other¬ 
wise required. 


Tbe assessment Issue 

The petitioners also argued that 
even if the boundaries had been 
correctly drawn. Scottish Heritage 
and the courts] could not have as¬ 
certained. as they were obliged to 
do under regulation 48(5). that the 
development would not adversely 
affect tbe integrity of the proposed 
European rite. 

Conditional planning permis¬ 
sion could not be granted for a 

mfieam adverse effect. Moreover! 
the standard was that of an abso¬ 
lute guarantee of a legal certainty 
that there would be no such effect 
see Case C-43S/92 Association 
pour la Protection des Animaux 
Sausages v Prefer de Maine-et- 
loirc ([19941 BCR 1-67); Case 
G-157/89 Commission v Italy Q1991] 
ECR 1-57); Case 0262/85 Commis¬ 
sion v Itafy 01987} ECR 3073); and 
Case C-10/96 Ligue Rqpale Beige 
pour la Protection des Oiseaux 
ASBL v Region Wallonne 01996] 
ECR $-6775). 

While construction of tbe funicu¬ 
lar in itself would not produce an 
adverse effect, die large number of 

viators who would use it would 
have such an effect fay spreading 
outwards into the site. 

17* planning agreement provid¬ 
ed for a base-line survey to be un¬ 
dertaken and for a draft visitor 
management plan ro be worked up 
into a final version, approved fay 
Scottish Heritage and the council, 
after planning permission had 
been granted, albeit before the fu¬ 
nicular could be opened to the pub¬ 
lic. 

The agreement required continu¬ 
al monitoring of the effectiveness 
of visitor management, and ma¬ 
tted Scottish Heritage and the 
council to impose from time to time 
further or stricter ndes upon foe op¬ 
eration of the development. If a sur¬ 
vey was needed then the council 
had not had information upon 
which it could ascertain that there 
was no adverse effect. 

Tbe deferral of the final version 
of the visitor management plan, 
and the fan that it was contemplat- 

to a need for huffier or ^fereni 
measures, showed that there had 
not been the necessary ascertain¬ 
ment when planning permission 
had been grained. 

His Lordship did not accept that 
regulation 48 required an absolute 


guarantee that the integrity of the 
European sites would not be ad¬ 
versely affected. 

The derisions of the European 
Court of Justice relied on by the pe¬ 
titioners did not seem to be of any 
relevance. They were all concerned 
with other situations. 

There could never be an abso¬ 
lute guarantee about what would 
happen m the future, and the most 
that could be expected of a plan¬ 
ning authority was to identify the 
foreseeable potential risks and to 
put in place a legally enforceable 
framework with a view to prevent¬ 
ing them from materialising. 

it was for that very reason that 
regulations 48(6) and 54(3) provid¬ 
ed for the use of conditions. 

There was nothing in die plan¬ 
ning agreement or draft visitor 
management plan for which there 
was no authority in the 1994 Regu¬ 
lations. They were sufficient in law 
to enable Scottish Heritage and the 
council to secure compliance with 
die regulations. 

In the end. the petitioners’ argu¬ 
ment came down to no more than a 
demonstration of a difference of 

r ‘ Jon between the petitioners on 
one hand and Scottish Herh- 
and the council on the other 
l the conclusions to be drawn 
fremthe assessment carried out un¬ 
der regulation 48. Such a differ¬ 
ence of opinion did not entitlee the 
court to intervene. 

Tbe etmrotunentaHofoniuUion 


Tbe petitioners also argued that 
the cound] had acted unlawfully in 
not making available for public 
consultation, before the agreement 
was concluded and planning con¬ 
sent given, the final terms of the 
section SO agreement and draft visi¬ 
tor management plan upon the ba¬ 
sis of which the consent had been 
granted. 

They con touted that the council 
had been obliged to do so. since the 
agreement and plan described 
measures envisaged to avoid, re¬ 
duce or remedy any significant ad¬ 
verse effects an die environment, 
in terms of the Environmental As¬ 
sessment (Scotland) Regulations 
(SI 1968 No 1221 (S 122)): see Case 
C-43W92 Commission v Germany 
dI99Sj ECR 1-2189). 

The difference between the final 
terms and those put out for public 
consultation earlier had. by infer¬ 
ence. been sufficiently significant 


to cause Scottish Heritage to with¬ 
draw its objection to the planning 
application. 

The petitioners had not suggest¬ 
ed that there was any material pro¬ 
vision in the planning agreement 
and the draft, visitor management 
plan annexed thereto which had 
not featured in one form or an other 
in the earlier consultations. The 
submission was one of principle, 
that public consultation on the fi¬ 
nal versions was required. 

In his Lordships opinion that 
was misconceived. The objectives 
of the Environmental Assessment 
Directive 85/337/EEC [OJ 1985 No 
175/40) had been correctly summa¬ 
rised by Lord Justice H1) in Berke¬ 
ley v Secretary of Statefor the Envi¬ 
ronment (The Times March 2, 
1998): see also Commission v Ger¬ 
many (paragraph 43). 

The procedure desiderated by 
tbe petitioners would in effect have 
amounted to a requirement (o se¬ 
cure each and every one of the con¬ 
sul lees’ approval of the final draft 
before the process was complete. 
There was no authority for that in 
either the Directive or the imple¬ 
menting regulations. 

The consultation in tbe present 
case appeared to have been excep¬ 
tional in the number of opportuni¬ 
ties afforded to the petitioners 
among others to make representa¬ 
tions. Any differences in the final 
texts Cram those consulted upon. 
could properly be regarded as con¬ 
sequential upon that process. 

If the petitioners were correct in 
their contention that every fresh 
draft required to be made available 

for public consultation, the plan¬ 
ning process would become exces¬ 
sively protracted. 

The situation in the present case 
was a fortiori of Commission v Ger¬ 
many and Berkeley, in each of 
which die court had had regard to 
the substance of the information 
which had been made available to 
the public, even if not in the form 
required by the legislation. 

In the present case it was not 
suggested that the developers' envi¬ 
ronmental statement and the ad¬ 
dendum thereto had not complied, 
other in form or in substance, with 
the statutory requirements. 

Law agents: Tods Murray, WS; 
Solicitor, Secretary of State for Scot¬ 
land: Archibald Campbell & Har¬ 
ley. WS; Biggart BaQlie; Mad ay 
Murray & Spens. 
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Using compelled affidavit in trial 


Amendment plea refused 


AttontcyGeneral for Gibral¬ 
tar v May and Others 

Before Lord Justice Hiis. Lord Jus¬ 
tice Ward and Lord Justice Robert 
Walker 

(Judgment November 61 
Although the Attorney-General 
was bound by an implied undertak¬ 
ing not to use in cri min al proceed¬ 
ings against a defendant the con¬ 
tents of an affidavit the defendant 
had sworn under a court order an- 
dDaiytoan application for a Mare- 
va injunction to freeze the defend¬ 
ant's assets, the court would exer¬ 
cise its discretion to release the At¬ 
torney-General from the implied 
undertaking. 

The Court of Appeal so held al¬ 
lowing an appeal by the Attorney- 
General for Gibraltar from the re¬ 
fusal of Mr Justice Evans-Lombe 
on July 24. 1997 to allow him to 
vary lus undertaking so as to per¬ 
mit him to use an affidavit of assets 
sworn by the first defendant Geof¬ 
frey Iferer May. in a prosecution of 
Mr May for alleged criminal of¬ 
fences. 

Mr Jonathan Goldberg. QC and 
Mr V Jofle for the Attorney-Gener¬ 
al; Mr R Howe for the defendant. 

LORD JUSTICE HIRST said 

the defendant had been a rivB serv¬ 
ant from 1972 to 1995. Far most of 
his career he had worked at the 
Ministry of Defence in England, 
but between 1988 and 1993 he had 
been command cashier in the cash 
office at the naval base in Gibral¬ 
tar. 

During the period thai the de¬ 
fendant worked in Gibraltar at 
least 070,000 had been stolen 
from the naval base. The thefts had 
come to tight after he had left and 
he had been implicated by one of 
his former colleagues 

He had been extradited and was 
due to face trial before the Chief 
Justice of Gibraltar on November 
16. charged with conspiracy to de¬ 
fraud. conspiracy to steal and con¬ 
spiracy to commit false account¬ 
ing. 

In October 1996 the Attorney- 
General had sought a Mareva in¬ 
junction to restrain Mr May from 
disposing of his assets. Mr Justice 
Ranee had ordered the defendant 


and five other members of his fami¬ 
ly to disclose their assets and the de¬ 
fendant had sworn an affidavit of 
assets in those proceedings. 

It was the prosecutions case in 
Gibraltar thai the affidavit set out 
significantly greater assets than 
tbe defendant could have accumu¬ 
lated legitimately from his salary 
as a civil servant. 

The Anorney-General main¬ 
tained that without die affidavit it 
would not be possible to prove a 
significant portion of the defend¬ 
ant’s assets. 

The privilege agrinstrell^ncrint- 
inatian was a basic co mm on law 
right of fundamental importance 
in English law. However, the privi¬ 
lege did not protect a witness 
against self-incrimination in refer 
tion to possible criminal offences 
under foreign law by virtue of sec- 
tiro 14 of the Civil Evidence Act 
1968. 

The judge had held that affida¬ 
vits sworn under compulsion wore 
potentially subject to the same 
rules in relation to the implied un¬ 
dertaking as documents produced 
ro discovery. Applying the test in 
Crest Homes pic v Marks QI987] 1 
AC 829), the judge had held thai 
there were special circumstances to 
justify releai^ the Attorney-Gen¬ 
eral from the implied underrating 
butthai to do so would occasion in¬ 
justice to tbe defendant as the per¬ 
son giving discovery- 

Had die defendant been re¬ 
quired to swear the affidavit in civ¬ 
il proceedings in Gibraltar he 
could have reftised to do so as tend¬ 
ing to incriminate himself. The 
same would have applied if had it 
been proposed id bring tbe prosecu¬ 
tion in England. 

The judge had said that in as¬ 
sessing tiie overall justice of tbe At- 
tomey-General’S application for re¬ 
lease. tbe court could take into ac¬ 
count that the question was bring 
asked in one jurisdiction, whereas 
the criminal proceedings were in 
another, so that the defendant 
could not appeal directly to the 
privilege against self-incrimina¬ 
tion. 

In die instant proceedings. Mr 
Goldberg had submitted trot the 
scope of the implied undertaking 
did not extend to the use of the ma¬ 


terial in criminal proceedings, refy- 
ing an Rank Film Distributors Ltd 
v Video Information Centre QI982J 
AC 380). 

That case dearly established, as 
Mr Howe acce pted , that the im¬ 
plied undertaking (fid not debar 
tbe use of the material by a prose¬ 
cuting authority not itself bound 
byiL 

It was common ground that had 
the Minisny of Defence, say. been 
the plaintiff in the civil proceed¬ 
ings. and if the affidavit had subse¬ 
quently come into the hands of At¬ 
torney-General. far example, as a 
result of a subpoena duces tecum, 
then in that situation hr would be 
free to use it in the cri m i n al pro¬ 
ceedings in Gibraltar. 

However, as Mr Howe submit¬ 
ted. the situation was quite differ¬ 
ent where, as in the instant case, 
the Axtomey-General was himself 
bound fry tiie undertaking. 

His Lordship conducted that Mr 
Howe was right as a matter of prin¬ 
ciple. and thai die undertaking 
must be honoured by tbe party 
who gave it It was therefore neces¬ 
sary for the AnomeyGeneral to ap¬ 
ply to the court to obtain release 
from the undertaking. 

The Court of Appeal would inter¬ 
fere with the judge's exercise erf his 
discretion onjy if he erred in princi¬ 
ple or was plainly wrong- In his 
Lordship’s view the judge had 
erred in conduding dial the defend¬ 
ant had shown the possibility, even 
probability, of injustice if the Attor¬ 
ney-General was allowed, to use 
the affidavit 

The trial judge in Gibraltar 
would have full power ro exclude 
any evidence which he considered 
it would be unfair to admit and 
would have regard to the seffin- 
crimmatory nature of tbe evidence 
in the exercise of that discretion, 
thus avoiding any probability of in¬ 
justice. 

Tte nub Mr Goldberg's argu¬ 
ment was that the Gibraltar court 
was die proper forum for determin¬ 
ing whether that evidence should 
be av ailab le in the criminal trial 

Mr Goldberg also submitted 
that the defendant ought properly 
to have objected before Mr Justice 
Ranee to swearing die affidavit, 
seeing that even though section 14 


of the 1981 Act precluded direcr reli¬ 
ance on the doctrine of seff-incrimi- 
nafion, he could have invoked that 
■ doctrine in support of an argument 
that the judged discretion should 
be exercised in his favour. 

For those and other reasons the 
Attorney-General should be re¬ 
leased from his undertaking. His 
lo rdship hiDy recognised the great 
importance of tbe privilege against 
self-incrimination, but it was dear 
that the Gibraltar court would in 
the exercise of its discretion wheth¬ 
er or not to admit the evidence give 
full weight to that aspect, as well as 
ro the provisions of the European 
Convention on Human Rights. 

At the end of the day the Gibral¬ 
tar coun would be in a much better 
position to wdgh up all the rele¬ 
vant considerations, including not 
only die fuD and proper protection 
of the defendant agamst any injus¬ 
tice but also the importance of en¬ 
suring. subject always to fairness, 
that all relevant material was avail¬ 
able to tbe jury in a criminal trial. 

Since completing the judgment, 
the court's attention had been 
called to R v Martin and White 
Q199S| 2 Cr App R 385) which was, 
in their Lordships’ view, fully con¬ 
sistent with tbeir condusfoa 

Lord Justice Ward and Lord Jus¬ 
tice Robert Walker agreed. 

Solid tors: Goldkom Davies & 
Mathias; Dibb Luptro Alsop, Man¬ 
chester. 


MansonvVooght and Others 
The bringing of a daim which 
could have been brought in earlier 
proceedings might not be an abuse 
but if in aD the dmimstances the 
bringing of the daim in tiie suc¬ 
ceeding action was an abuse, the 
court would strike il out unless 
there were special rirrumstances. 

The Court of Appeal (Lord Jus¬ 
tice Hirst. Lord Justice May and 
Sir John Knox) so held on Novem¬ 
ber 3 dismissing an appeal by Pini- 
an Paul Louis Manson from an or¬ 
der of Sir Peter Webster, sitting as 
a judge of die High Court, striking 


Darlington Building Society 
and Another v O’Rourke 
James Scourfidd & McCa¬ 
rthy (a Firm) 

Before Lord Justice Nourse. Lord 
Justice Waller and Sir Iain 
GlideweU 

(Judgment November 3] 

A statement of daim by a bufiding 
society alleging breaches of fiduci¬ 
ary duty aro negiigenoe against so¬ 
licitors, who were acting for both 
lenders and borrowers in mort¬ 
gage transactions, could not be 
amended after foe expiry of the lim¬ 
itation period so asto indude alle¬ 
gations of breaches of a different 
nature based on the senators’ fail¬ 
ure to disclose tbeir knowledge of 
the borrowers fraud. 

The effect of granting such an 
amendment would involve the ad¬ 
dition of a new cause of action aris¬ 
ing out of feds that were not the 
same as those pleaded in the angi¬ 
na] statement of claim. 

The Court of Appeal so bdd in a 
reserved judgment dismissing an 
interlocutory appeal by the first 
plain tiff Darlington Building Soci¬ 
ety. and the second plaintiff Abbey 
National Building Society, bran 
the refusal by Mr Poer Goldsmith, 
QC, sitting as a deputy High Court 
judge ro January 22,1998. of their 
application ro amend the state¬ 
ment of daim against the defend¬ 
ant solicitors, O'Rourke James 


out his dairas against Nigel John 
Voogbf. Coopers & Lybrand Inter¬ 
national and Coopers & Lybrand 
International. 

LORD JUSTICE MAY said 
die appellant's daim should 
have been raised in earlier con¬ 
cluded actions. The appellant 
had claimed dial the scope of 
the ear Her actions had been 
limited by the terms of his le¬ 
gal expenses insurance. 

That did not excuse the 
abuse or amount to special cir¬ 
cumstances. Lack of means 
could not stand as an excuse 
for abuse of process. 


Scourfield & McCarthy, and order¬ 
ing that it be struck oui. 

Mr Adrian Jack for the plain¬ 
tiffs; Mr Peter Cram pin. QC and 
Mr Ulick Staunton for the solici¬ 
tors. 

SIR IAIN GLIDEWELL said 
that the first plaintiff's statement of 
daim agamst the solicitors was for 
breach of the terms of their retain¬ 
er. fiduciary duty and negligence 
in the purchase and mortgage of a 
house at 644 Acklam Road, Mid¬ 
dlesbrough for a Mr and Mrs 
Singh- 

The second plaintiff claimed un¬ 
der tbe same beads against the 
same solicitors in respect of anoth¬ 
er property owned by Mr and Mrs 
Singh.' 

The solicitors had been retained 
both by Mr and Mrs Singh and by 
the two plaintiffs in respect of the 
transactions. 

The complaint of die plaintiffs 
was that they were not told by the 
solicitors of the loan by and mon¬ 
gage to the other plaintiff, Much 
would have affected their decision 
to lend or the amount they would 
have lent 

Under the Limitation Act 1980 
the primary timitatiro period for 
the claims was six years from the 
d ale when the cause of action first 
arose. That period expired shortly 
after tbe plaintiffs issued their writ 
in June 1996. 

The proposed amendments 
sought to plead in a variety of ways 
that where solicitors acted for both 
borrower and lender then any duty 
of confidentially which the solici¬ 
tor woutt otherwise owe to the bor¬ 
rower in respect of facts relevant to 
tbe terriers decision to lend was 
overridden If tiie solicitor knew 
that die borrower was committing 
a fraud on the lender. 

in addition the amended state¬ 
ment of daim contained allega¬ 
tions of further fects disclosed ro 
discovery which were alleged to 
have been known at tbe relevant 
time to the solicitors and which 
showed that they knew car had 
strong prima fade evidence that 
Mr and Mrs Singh were seddng to 
commit fraud on both plaintiffs. 

The combined effect of section 
350(a) of the limitation Act 1980 


and Order 20. rule 5. of the Rules of 
the Supreme Court was that an 
amendment to a statement of daim 
sought to be made after the prima¬ 
ry limitation period had expired 
should not be granted if the amend¬ 
ment involved die addition or sub¬ 
stitution of a new cause of action 
and if the new cause of action arose 
out of facts which were not the 
same or substantially the same as 
the facts already pleaded in the un¬ 
amended statement of daim. 

Where; as in the instant case, the 
daim was based on a breach of 
duty, whether arising from con¬ 
tract or in tort, the question wheth¬ 
er an amendment pleaded a new 
cause of action required compari¬ 
son with the unamended pleating 
to determine (a) whether a different 
duty was pleaded; (tt whether the 
breaches pleaded differed substan¬ 
tially and. where appropriate, (c) 
the nature and extent of the dam¬ 
age of which complaint was made. 

Where an amendment pleaded a 
duty which differed from that 
pleaded in die original statement 
of daim it would, or certainly 
would usually, raise a new cause of 
action. If there was no allegation of 
a different duty bin different fects 
were alleged to constituted a 
breach of the duty it was more diffi¬ 
cult to deride whether a new cause 
of action was pleaded. 

Mortgage Express Ltd v Bower- 
man & Partners 01996) 2 All ER 
836) established that if a solicitor 
was acting for both borrower and 
lender in one transaction and also 
acting for the same borrower in a 
separate transaction with a differ¬ 
ent leader, prima fade he owed a 
duly of confidentiality to lus bor¬ 
rower diem rot to disdose m either 

lender information which he ob¬ 
tained during tbe oourse of the oth¬ 
er transaction, even though that in- 
formation would be relevant to 
that lender* decision whether or 
not to make the loan. That that was 
so undoubtedly created difficulties 
but was the state of die few. 

There were however exceptions 
to that principle roe of which was 
where tbe solicitor bad reason to 
believe that a serious crime had 
been or was about to be commit¬ 
ted. 

It followed that in order to suc¬ 


ceed m die action each plaintiff 
had to prove that the information 
which the solidiors obtained and 
which the plaintiffs alleged should 
have been disclosed to them respec¬ 
tively was not confidential. 

Since prima fade information 
obtained while the solicitor was 
dealing with another transaction 
between his borrower client and an¬ 
other building society was confi¬ 
dential, the plaintiffs thus had to 
prove that such information dis¬ 
closed or arose out of facts which 
tended to show fraud by the bor¬ 
rower. 

Qearly in order to be required io 
disdose that information the solici¬ 
tor had to know of, or at least have 
strong evidence of, such fraud 
from the fects he knew. 

By Order 18, rule 7 of the Rules 
of the Supreme Court, a plaintiff 
was required to plead the material 
facts an which he relied for his 
daim and fry rule 12(1) was express¬ 
ly required to plead particulars of 
any fraud on which he relied. 

Mr Cram pin submitted that the 
plaintiffs were thus required to 
plead in tbeir statement of daim 
that the Singhs were acting fraudu¬ 
lently, and to give particulars of 
tbe facts on which the plaintiffs re¬ 
lied in order to establish the fraud 
and to establish that the solicitors 
knew of or had strong evidence of 
that fraud. 

It foDowed, he submitted, that 
both the nature of the duty and the 
breaches alleged in the amend¬ 
ment proposed to the statement of 
daim differed from those alleged 
in the original statement of daim. 

Thai submission was correct 
and the judge was rightto find thai 
the amended statement of daim 
did plead a new or additional 
cause of action. 

Further, haying considered ihe 
fects alleged in the unamended 
statement of daim and the feds 
sought to be added by way of 
amendment it was clear that the 
second set of feds were not the 
same, or substantially the same, as 
those originally pleaded. 

Lord Justice Nourse and Lord 
Justice Waller agreed. 

Solicitors: Rosen bergs; C rules, 
Middlesbrough 


Lack of means 


TITANIC POSTER 
FOR JUST £2.99 

rndav The Times offers readers the chance to bttyasuperb exdusive Tfcomcwall 
^ whfoh measures approximately 450mm x 1000mm. This fasematog diart 

excellent and colourful at-*-glance reference guide to what happened to 
jjjs^rewlutionary liner on its fateful maiden voyage - and its subseque nt discovery. 


YH£ TIMMS TITANIC POSTi£W OFFER 


Mr/Mrs/Ms/Mtes __ 

Address-- 


OrdaWmyMasteCan^cartn ^ 

r i m i l i i i I I II ITTT 


Postcode 


a dieque/POtsl payat* « 

FTT 96 77 » 7"»sT«ante Poster 

..Caret No —- 


. Exp. Date. 
.Data- 




TOTAL 



Sgmlin- 

Send coupon end iwriBancs to; Tbe 
FT786. PO Box 345, FatmatflTRI! 

fMa, a^ia«ii» )nUKc»W Mw aaqwh fOBfarey torn ram* ot art at. 

[, jpomribrt plane isun nun [oadieH rew ears U raodp ^ 
a (on iBtund. No cam* H»s n »a«a esi be aBar BO 

OtteBBtepatoaateirr 

Please fldttmlyco Oo not weft BwcaMtarier^ Jj 


deofe fam n» Taws a amanos awmed by us. | 

. 













THE TIMES FRIDAY NOVEMBER 20 1998 


Brothers united in common aim 


HOCKEY 



Kevin Eason on 
the chances 
of the McRaes 
creating history 


E ven with both McRae 
brothers in the same 
room, they barely 
utter a word between 
them. They are great believers 
in actions speaking louder 
than words. Colin, the elder 
and the senior by virtue of 
having been world champion, 
is famously sparing in his 
assessments amt predictably, 
did not have much to say 
when considering his own 
chances or those of the other 
drivers who will contest the 
Network Q Rally of Great 
Britain this weekend. 

However, the words come 
quickly and enthusiastically 
when he talks about his broth¬ 
er, Alistcr. though that is not 
simply the product of sibling 
ties but a sign of the respect of 
one driver for another. Ski un¬ 
stinting is his praise that the 
usually guarded Scot grins at 
the suggestion that two Su ba¬ 
rns could cross the line on 
Tuesday night in first and sec¬ 
ond (daces, driven by the 
brothers McRae. 

Far-fetched? Not at all. giv¬ 
en the record of the McRaes in 
this most gruelling of rallies. 
Colin is a three-times winner, 
while Alister won the junior 
Formula Two class last year, 
only to have his Volkswagen 
Golf disqualified for infring¬ 
ing the rules on suspensions. 

A McRae one-two would 
also be compensation for a 
season of disappointments in 
which neither man has been 
able to realise the rich poten¬ 
tial that makes them among 
the best drivers in world 



Loughborough 

grateful for 
switch by Lee 


By Sydney Friskin 


JASON LEE. the England and 
Great Britain forward, has 
joined Loughborough Stu¬ 
dents after a short stay with 
Cannock, for whom he scored 
two goals in a 3-3 draw with 
Canterbury in a National 
League match on October 25. 

The move is linked with 
Lee's position as the East Mid¬ 
lands divisional coaching man¬ 
ager, which makes it more 
convenient for him to be based 
in Loughborough. 

In a weekend of double- 
headers in the premier divi¬ 
sion, Cannock will be without 
the injured defender Michael 
Johnson, who is replaced by 
Martin Jones, a promising 
young forward. On Sunday, 
Cannock will entertain South- 
gate, who visit an injury-hit 
Brook!ands team on the previ¬ 
ous day. Southgate have so far 
earned maximum points from 
their five matches and boast 
the only unblemished reconi 

Reading will be unchanged 
for a home match against 


Beeston tomorrow and a trip 
to Canterbury, the premier 
division leaders, on Sunday. 

East Grinstead, with their 
former coach Richard Leman 
re-registered as a player, enter¬ 
tain Teddington tomorrow 
before a match against Bourn- 
ville on the following day. 
Despite some heroic perform¬ 
ances. East Grinstead are still 
without a point after five 
matches. 

Hounslow, who are also 
struggling in the lower half of 
the table- have signed Steve 
Evans, a South African who 
has dual nationality status. 
Brooklands have recruited 
Jorge Gonzales, the Spain in¬ 
ternational, and Renaud Sferk- 
er. a Frenchman, has joined 
Indian Gymkhana in the first 
division. 

Stourport, who share the 
first division leadership with 
Surbiton and Doncaster, face 
Firebrands on Sunday. Don¬ 
caster are at Eastcoat and Sur¬ 
biton host Oxford Hawks. 


Alister. left, and Colin McRae, who will both be driving for Subaru, hope to dominate die Network Q Rally of Great Britain this weekend 


Dutch expertise 
lifts Leicester 


motor sport Colin was closing 
in on a second world champi¬ 
onship before a blown turbo¬ 
charger at the previous rally, 
in Australia, ended his cam¬ 
paign. — leaving the title be-. 
tween Tommi Makinen and 
Carlos Sainz. 

For Alister. this season has 
been one of waiting for his 
chance in die senior formula 
with a lucrative works drive in 
one of the high-performance 
four-wheel-drive cars that 
dominate rallying. 

He lost the opportunity of re¬ 
placing his brother at Subaru 
to Richard Burns, the upond- 
coming Englishman, but he 
has a one-off drive alongside 
big brother this weekend, 
forming half of a formidable 
team that could yet have a say 
in the outcome of the world 
championship. 

“We have nothing to lose in 
thus rally." Colin. 30. said. “We 
both just want to go out and 
win. Of course, it is disappoint¬ 
ing to be out of the world cham¬ 


pionship but 1 want to finish 
the season on a high and there 
is no better way than to win 
here in front of our own fans. 

"Alister deserves his chance 
and he will be right up there. 
It probably isn’t fair to expect 
too much because he has not 
had much time in the car. But 
he knows what to do and he 
will take his chance because 
he has the ability. So we expect 
to do very welL" • 

The sensible money is on 
Colin, the most bankable asset 
in rallying. This is his last ral¬ 
ly with the Subaru team, with 
which he won the world cham¬ 
pionship, before he moves to 
Ford on a £6 million contract. 

McRae Sr has a flamboy¬ 
ant driving style that belies his 
calm and quiet manner out of 
the car. There is no point in 
expecting a long monologue 
from the tall Soot, but at the 
wheel, he can produce driving 
of stunning ferocity.^ a sort of 
Michael Schumacher in the 
mud, but without the ego. 


Alister, two years younger, 
is in the family mould, al¬ 
though blond and. slighter in 
physique than Colin. He was 
British Rally Champion in 
1995 and has consistently 


f I want to finish 
the season 
on a hi gh and 
there is no 
better way than 
to win here’ 


shown the sort of speed that 
marks him out which is why 
Hyundai has picked him for 
its world rally championship 
effort next year. 

He will contest only ten 
world rallies in the new Hy¬ 
undai Coupe Evo II, but it is a 


move into the cop-flight. “I was 
starting to worry that I would 
be stack in the British champi¬ 
onships and unable to move 
up." he said. “I feel I am ready 
for the world championship se¬ 
ries and thai makes this drive 
in Britain so important for me. 
It gives me a chance to prove 
what I can do in one of the 
four-wheel-drive cars." 

There is no jealously here, 
though Alister has watched 
while his brother has gar¬ 
nered the sort of riches that 
accrue to only the best sports¬ 
men, with houses in Monaco 
and Verbier and a bank 
balance that ensures lifetime 
security. 

“Colin is worth it.” he said. 
“He is die quickest driver in 
die world. 1 just want my 
chance to prove what I can do. 
It will be very difficult here, 
but there is nothing to lose. 
Just drive and hope for the 
besL“fn spite of the doubts 
that Alister will be able to keep 
up with the best of the world 


rally stars, the dream persists 
that a British one-two is a gen¬ 
uine possibility. David Lap- 
worth, manager of the Pro¬ 
drive Subaru lmpreza 555 
team, believes it is not beyond 
the bounds of possibility. 

“The desire to perform well 
in front of their home crowd is 
very strong and they work 
very well together. We thought 
it would be fun id see whether 
it would work and put the 
brothers together. 

“After alL it would be a first 
in rallying, probably in any 
sport, to have two brothers 
coming first and second in a 
world championship event 
like this." 

Whether either McRae wins 
or not one thing is for sure on 
the eve of this rally. All the top 
drivers will be casting an anx¬ 
ious eye over the blue Subarus 
before the start on Sunday. Af¬ 
ter all, they have spent the past 
year scrapping for points with 
one formidable McRae, now 
they have two to worry abouL 


By Cathy Harris 


THE gamble of being the first 
women’s premier division 
dub to appoint a foreign 
coach is beginning to pay off 
for Leicester. After an undis¬ 
tinguished start to the season. 
Bo Koolen. from Holland, has 
steered the promoted Mid¬ 
lands dob to fourth place. 

Most dubs are happy with 
a place in the top four and to 
quality for the play-offs, but 
not Leicester. “It is not an 
absolute must” Koolen said. 
“We need to play good hockey 
and the rest will follow. It's 
not always important just to 
play for points." 

Koolen should know, for as 
a former player at HGG one 
of the most successful dubs in 
Holland and Europe, she 
knows all about the rigours of 
succeeding in play-offs and be¬ 
lieves that the format keeps 
the mid-table battle alive. “It 
gives the whole league some- 
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She wanted to be one Bond 
girt who actually succeeded 
as a serious actress... 
How Famke Janssen beat 
the 007 bimbo trap 

The Sunday Times, 
this weekend 









Sheehan on bridge 





SPORT: GULLIT INTERVIEW 


Ruud Gullit on trying to revitalise Newcastle 

United on a tight budget 

PLUS Hugh Mcllvanney previews Manchester 
United's vital Champions League clash with 
Barcelona; and David Wafsh talks to Tony 
McCoy, the champion jump jockey, about 
his controversial ail-action riding style 


THE SUNDAY TIMES IS THE SUNDAY PAPERS 


By Robert Sheehan, bridge correspondent 

Begin Bridge with The Times: 

Lesson 32 - Stronger Balanced Hands 
If you have a balanced hand but are too strong to open One 
No-Trump, then you must open One of your longest suit and 
rebid in no-trumps at your first opportunity. If you have a 4- 
3-3-3 or 5-3-3-2 distribution, this is easy because you have 
only one “longest 1 " suit If you have two four-card suits it is 
not quite so straightforward. 

If you have an eight-card major-suit fit it is usually a good 
idea to play in it, otherwise no-trumps will normally be right. 
The easiest way to find a major-suit fit is to open a major so, 
with a four-card major and a four-card minor, it is better to 
open the major. If you have both majors you should open 
One Heart. I? partner has four spades he wul usually bid the 
suit so the spade fit will be found. The choice with both 
minors is less important because the hand will probably be 
played in no-trumps in any event, but this course recom¬ 
mends One Diamond. 

Having opened One of your longest suit and heard part¬ 
ner's response in a new suit, you rebid no-trumps at the low¬ 
est possible level with 15-17 HCP and make a jump rebid in 
No-Trumps with 18-19 HCP. If you are lucky enough to be 
deah 20-22 HCP you open Two No-Trumps in the first place, 
but more of that, and even stronger hands, later. 

Choose your opening bid (and rebidj with the following 
hands: 

(1) 4AK75 C?AQ54 OKS *873 

(2) ♦ AQ43 $64 0 AQ 6 + K1065 

(3) AKJ105 *3 AQ 6 O AK76 +AJ 

(4) A A 65 <?KJ104 OAOS5 +A6 

(5) . 4 AQ3 UKJ1054 0 A3 +OS3 

Hand (1) has 16 HCP and is 44 in the majors. Open One 
Heart. If partner responds One Spade give a jump raise to 
Three Spades (more on this later}, but if he bids a new suit at 
the two level, rebid Two No-Trumps. 

Hand (2) has 15 HCP and 4-4 in the black suits. Open One 
Spade. If partner bids a new suit at the two level rebid Two 
No-Trumps. 

Hand (3) has 22 ft CP. Open Two No-Trumps. I will show 
you how to bid over this strong opening bid in a later article. 

- Hand (4) has !8 HCP and is 44 in trie red suits. Open One 
Heart. If partner bids One Spade jump to Two No-Trumps: if 
he bids a new suit at the two level bid Three No-Trumps. 

With Hand (5) it Ls dear to open One Heart. Make a sim¬ 
ple rebid in no-trumps if partner makes a change-of-suit 
response. If partner has ihreecard support for hearts he will 
be able to show that on foe next round and the eight-card fit 
wont be lost. 


WORD-WATCHING 


By Raymond Keene 

CHESS CORRESPONDENT 

British gold 

In my column of November 9, 
I announced the double Brit¬ 
ish gold medals in the world 
under-18 championships 
achieved by Ruth Sheldon and 
Nicholas Pert, both represent¬ 
ing the British Chess Federa¬ 
tion and generously supported 
by Sartek computers. 

Today ! give a victory by 
Pert in the championship from 
which he emerged victorious. 

Pert’s aggressive style leads 
to a powerful attack which he 
condudes with a sacrifice to 
demolish the fortifications 
around the opposing king. 
While: Fedorchuk 
Black; Pen 
World under-18 
Oroposa del Mar. Spain 198S 
French Defence 


26 Qa6 Rxf3 

27 Rc8 Rxf2 

28 Kh2 Bxg2 

29 RxaS Bfl+ 

White resigns 

Diagram of final position 
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e5 

Nfd? 

5 

Bd3 

c5 
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c3 

Nc6 
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Ne2 

cxd4 
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CX£J4 

18 
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exf6 

Nxf6 

10 

NO 

Bd6 

11 

0-0 

Q06 

12 

Nc3 

0-0 

13 

Bg5 

Ng4 

14 

Bh4 

Nh6 

15 

eg3 

Bxg3 

16 

hxg3 

Nf5 

17 

Hxt5 

R*S 

18 

Na4 

Qb4 

19 

Rcl 

Qd6 

20 

Nc5 

b6 

21 

Nd3 

Ba6 

22 

Qa4 

Bc4 

23 

b3 

Bxd3 

24 

RucB 

Ota 

25 

RfCl 

Be4 


WINNING MOVE 


HYGRIC • • 

7 L A mythical beast 
b. Old Anatolian language 
e. To do with water 

NACTAUK 

a. A tented village 

b. A cursive scrip? 

c. An anti-clerical sectarian 


By Philip Howard 
NASUTUS 


a. A descendant of Ovid 

b. Haying a big hooter 

c. Having no clothes 

NUDNIK 

a. A bore 

b. A blank 

c. The Siberian antelope 

Answers on page 54 


By Raymond Keene 

White to play. This position is 
from the game Minasian — 
KnsashviJj, Elista Olympiad, 
1993. Black, a pawn ahead, is 
trying to exchange queens to 
gain a promising endgame. 

Can White do better than 
accept? 

Solution on page 54 
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thing to focus orC she said. 

For the time being, however, 
she is happy to concentrate on 
improving the basic skills of 
the team “I’m working on fit- . 
ness and the technique for hit¬ 
ting," she said. “It's a big 
weakness over here." 

Koolen coached in Burma 
and Singapore when she and 
Dio. her husband lived in 
Thailand She was also an as¬ 
sistant coach to the United 
States women’s squad at foe 
Atlanta Olympic Games. 

Koolen describes teenager 
Helen Richardson, of Leices¬ 
ter, as an England player of 
foe future, but Jo Mould the 
England defender, will be 
missing at Doncaster tomor¬ 
row after breaking a hand 
Koolen is confident of victory, 
but foe outcome at Ipswich. £ 1 
where she unbeaten leaders 
entertain Slough, the champi¬ 
ons, is less predictable. 


it-1. 


e f 9 


Kasparov challenge 

The Times has been Ibminate in be¬ 
ing able to team up once again 
with world champion Garry 
Kasparov to offer a marvellous op¬ 
portunity for our readers. In De¬ 
cember. for charitable purposes, 
the champion will take on selected 
members of the public and ten 
Times readers wifi be invited to 
take part free of charge. Waich this 
column new week for full details of 
how to apply for entry. 

Times book 

The Tunes Winning Moves 2 con¬ 
tains 240 chess puzzles from inter- / ; 
national grandmaster Raymond 
Keene'S daily column in The 
Times, and is available now from 
bookshops or from B. T. Batsford 
Lid (lei: 01797 369966 at E6.99 plus 
postage and packing!. 

Keene online 

You can send me your queries, puz- 
ties, problems and games direct by 
e-mail. ^The address is keenedtess& 
aol.com. The best contributions 
from Times readers will be pub¬ 
lished cither here or in the Satur¬ 
day Times Weekend column. 

D Raymond Keene writes an chess 
Monday to Friday in Sport and in 
the Weekend section on Saturday. 
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SPORT 51 


PACING: JOCKEY KEEPS QUESTION OF REDRESS OPEN AS PERSONAL ORDEAL ENDS 


Osborne cleared 
in race-fixing 
investigations 


JAMIE OSBORNE’S person¬ 
al nightmare finally ended 
yesterday after being told he 
faces no charges and has been 
eliminated from all police 
inquiries into race-fbring and 
doping of horses. 

The formal clearance by the 
Metropolitan Police's Organ¬ 
ised Crime Squad, based on 
advice from the Crown Prose¬ 
cution Service, comes almost 
ten months after the stylish 
National Hunt jockey was 
arrested — together with 
Leighton Aspell and Dean 
Gallagher — in a highly publi¬ 
cised dawn swoop. 

Although the police intim¬ 
ated last month that it was 
unlikely Osborne would face 
any charges, it has taken the 
CPS six weeks to review his 
case — during which time the 
talented jockey has been the 
subject of national newspaper 
reports linking him with 
continuing police inquiries. 

The lack of evidence against 
Osborne begs the question 
why he was arrested in the 
first place — and whether he 
will sue the Jockey Club, 
whose investigations prompt¬ 
ed the police action. Osborne, 
who faces lawyers’ bills run¬ 
ning well into five figures, is 
keeping his powder dry 
concerning the possibility of 
seeking legal redress. “We are 
keeping the whole issue under 
review." he said. 

Reflecting on yesterday’s 
decision, he added: “I never 
envisaged it would be any 
other result but obviously I am 
pleased 1 can finally bury the 
rumours that have been going 
around. Contrary to other 
newspaper reports, this is the 
end-1 am just disappointed it 
has taken so long to come. 

“I am sure there will be 


By Richard Evans 

RACING CORRESPONDENT 

some people who will draw 
their own conclusions from 
what has happened in the last 
ten months, but there is 
nothing more I can do to per¬ 
suade people that there was no 
truth in any of the allegations. 

“All of this has certainiy 
opened my eyes as to the law 
and the way the system works, 
or is capable of working. I 
would nor have believed, prior 
to what 1 have learned while 
being involved in this, that the 
police can go to the lengths 
they have gone to — without 
any evidence or justification — 


‘Jacobs’ 

banned 

THE bogus amateur 
jockey. Angel Monser- 
rate. who rode 21 tunes 
and recorded five win¬ 
ners under the pseudo¬ 
nym Angel Jacobs, was 
yesterday disqualified 
for ten years at a Jockey 
Club inquiry. Monser- 
rate, who now works in a 
Cambridge restaurant 
said: “Of course I regret 
what I did." 

Monserrate rode In 
America legally under 
his own name until 1995 
when be failed a drugs 
test and was banned. He 
reapplied for an ama¬ 
teur's licence in the 
name of Carlos Castro, 
but was arrested in 
November 1996 at Aque¬ 
duct New York. 


and spent so mud; taxpayers’ 
money on a case that was nev¬ 
er gomg to come to anything 
as far as I was concerned.’’ 

Steven Barker, Osborne’s 
solidtor, added: “In my view, 
there was never any evidence 
against Jamie. Such ’evidence* 
as I saw was embarrassing in 
terms of reasons for an arrest, 
let alone passing on a file to 
the CPS. He has been cleared 
but the real question is why 
can a person be arrested in the 
full glare of the media and 
nine months later be told by 
the police there is nothing 
against him? 

“Jamie has been through 
hell for no good reason. There 
was never a shred of evidence 
against him. But the wider 
issue is why people like him 
should be put through that for 
such a long time — and that is 
a question Parliament should 
address." 

The arrest of the three 
jockeys followed a Jockey Club 
investigation into the doping 
of two horses. Avanti Express, 
ridden by Osborne, at Exeter 
in March 1997, and Lively 
Knight, ridden by Aspell, at 
Plimpton in April 1997. Both 
horses subsequently tested 
positive for the tranquiliser 
ACP. Aspell was ruled out of 
police inquiries earlier this 
year. Gallagher remain s on 
bail but has not been charged 
with any offence. 

□ Suny Bay has been given a 
dean bill of health after his 
five-length defeat of Esearte- 
figue at Haydock Park on 
Wednesday. He is quoted at 
6*1 “with a run" for the 
Homessy by William Hill and 
Ladbrokes, although his 
trainer. Simon Sherwood, will 
delay a decision on his partid- 
pation until the weekend. 



Osborne rides Coome Hill to victory on the day of his 
return to the saddle at Ascot last month 
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(R Mfliat) Ms A Penan iMl-il-UAFBzflanW 105 

' JHoard Johnson 6-11-0-PCatetny 108 


203 2363-1 CELTIC DUKE 163 (DE) (T Hemrnmosj M HarranoraJ 6-10-12-BHanftm 32 

204 43-323 NEW LEAF 13 (5) (Mrs D Hues) DGauMo 6-10-7-— J Osborne [g3 

205 -15644 WMTEQIAMOMu20(Df,S) MsTPutted)DrPfacial) iQ-tO- 5 -.Dr PMcftanj TjT 


I (DTa (Mtts T Pittad) ft P Plflcftad 10 
206 0^436 MARBlf CIIY21 g (^ig4 wrunaU UPltnnr 5-10-4 - 


NWfflansun 107 
Jones) G Btodtofl 6-10-0_B COtonl 67 


207 003-02 RAUBLWGSAM9 
Long Kmdtotr Ramtt«K Sam 9-1? 

BOTWG- 5-2 Wlc (Me. 3-1 New Lot 7-2 fremg lore. 11-2 Haitoo Mine. 8-1 ftantofinfl San. 12-1 White 
Diamond. 14-1 ItaMeGiy. 

1997: SYMBOL OF SUCCESS 6-11-t «A S Dura* (4-1) D WBams 5 rai 

Haundng Music BW 3rd to 6 io Ur Wain «i now* Oast a Ascfl fiSm 
31 iiOro, flood to soft) Wffi White Diamond (20b bada oil) 9i 4th. 
Young Tcmo iH 2nd ol 10 » Steen la wtow (tax a Kelso l3m if. 


iiSrfiastfU aevteus]>bfflT{itoRallawn ulin6-nnw nowcatorteaMussataegh(Sn4l.flood). 

RS StoSiMMSon 12-nnw rartre dnee at Pedi (3m. flood to 6ml. «« olfltoAl- 

^paSwriw^hud/efflCarfisfp pm 41110yd. good lo^J. New Lraj 11W oMi In DenymoiBlfci 
a Vftuarton (Sr K 110yd. good to toll: meviousiy 3 M ol 7 to Cane On Pto my 
Ema (2m H flood). Matte (My 281 fithol 14 io Ardiea m nodes chase a 
TD*S» f ^^B«S S msonjfrth^nWii>flSam off) 3713th. RamMna San nj 2nd (date 

Euajiive Woo « «>"<* n® 1 * 3 P o*® 5 ® * Ne*twy (3m. good to tod 

RAMBUNG SAM. tol anted bv f* H«P m to 3m lad hme. toadd mate a hold Mfl o» Ms Itdto waflto 

2.10 BISON GROUP NATIONAL HUNT NOVICES HURDLE 

(£3,810: 3m) (7 runners) 


ifc mMtSi213(JBrown)CMam 6 - 10-12 — —---■ !Magee - 

5-4 iMStod LJVC. 7-2 Btowy. 11-Z Edfle Ahead. 7-1 Bosay Boy. 10-1 ***** "“*■ ,3 '' 

TJn BiZEO * 

_..,n.inirini £ in riu UfllrWIMfll I4*ll D S ran 





—A Thorntoo 148 
U A FboertoJ 138 


.TJMumhy 104 


PR1CEWATD1H0USECO0PERS ASCOT HURDLE 

(Grade 2: £15.700:2m 41) (7 ninnas) 

401 1131-2 NKH/S LAD 20 m.OS) (N Oumteptonl P Hastom 6-11-7^-.. 

402 40324- BflUSCT 265 (CD J.G£) ftto J Ryan) M Pipe 6-U-O_ 

403 1233B.-' CASTLE SWaS 5ffi flXCLS) (Lvd Mstor) D Mcholsan 7-11-0 . 

404 1/440- JUWJSH37FIGLSKWSJaDJ (M6-u-D —__ 

405 5320-3 KERAWI 20 r&SjiM Archer & Mus J ftauftiS) N Tuatoo-Dana 5-11-0 C Uawflyn 

405 6(213- HWRAJKAte 205 U McMatE) C Roche Orel 6-11-0 F M Berry 

407 UZ33- TIRffftttf !10F (D.OS) (W W wiTums; Ms M Rnder 7-ll-0 ._ .Ur A Dempsey 138 
Be u tNfi: 5-2 ‘Ca.TUfi.i r !-4 feaw tt-2 H[|ersLsa.6-i Binray. Caste Sweep. 7-i Tumpole.20-1 Juyusti 

1957: F3HJWBJ. 7-11-10 A P McCoy (6-5to) 14 Pipe t m 

Mgers Lad til 2nd a E to Mamlto to ludto pade 2a HMhedv 13m 11. 
good; urim Karate (7J> besa oft) 1513rd. Btoisiy beatona tetm 4#i oi 

___ 6 to Bmaflaica Boy it haaStag ludto graoe2 a Karesoo pm TlOjtL 

goooa toir.i. ofsnousl)' 1512nd nl 5 to Mfcamguen in ludffi (pads i a CheKfllsrn (2m a nOyl good to 


SOTO. Caste Sweep reaoght damn n handnaa nurdle a AWree (2m 4L goodt aeworelv ne*K 3d d 28 to 
3<g Scare! n tawics iudlea CheBBihan On 51 good B Ann). Juyush 331 Bm d 9 u On PnW In londl- 
czp nuch a Haydoa (2m 41 goad), prenonsl/ 211 Iasi a) 4 » Caaydar In hide at Cbeflanhan (2m «. 
fload).Kh»rai^9i3raal9BNaiv«-DtoflmtomdlcaphudtojnilcaPU3dcstinn(2m.heMr);previ- 
ousl/ hes: uoot^oio nea m asunnei hareficap lundle a Airtree (&» 41, goad to a*). Tumpole 3W Id ol 5 
10 Wfifltty Mon, m hurdle a Chsltoihan (3m 110yd. flood »3«) 

KERAWI shined seme aHxnem lam ba season and shodd be seen to goad totea a this Mp 


3.10 GERHARD GROUP HANDICAP CHASE 

(£9.285:2m) (5 runners) 

Bffi MATT 206 (CD.051 fT Bentoltl * W MNHnhm iO-12-O M A Azgatod 137 
SUPB1.COM SB (Bf.COJ.G^) (G Brookes) R Lea 10-11-9- N UWansna 143 


501 4F151- 

502 ”113- __ 

503 5221-U STORM ALERT20 

504 1RP4>6 HDHWARROR17 

505 2102-F WJUCEVPRMCE! 


.... (MSOPmaUOMtoteon 12-11-6 -„R Jnfamon 
JUJLS) (0 Attood 6 R JteJaefcon) c Man 7-1 1 -4 __.G Btotoey Tl? 
(D.S) (W Back) j Howard Johnson 7-10-13_P Caffleny - 


BETTING: 7-! Bg t&o. 9-4 Super Con. 7-2 Storm Aten, 9-2 MUtee fttnee; 20-1 Hah Wnla. 

1997: LEOTARD 10-10-11 N Wffisnsm (7-4 to) Mta V Hflkans 6 on 


Btfl Matt bea Lad Onto 91 h 6 hui» handkap dace grade 1 
esfarnn On. heavy). Super Coin 101 Ad to 8 to Bnrtane n hand 
a Asa* Cm 3M lOyd. flood to son «Wi Btb MM (tads) 1 a ‘ 



AMI acMted udant ..., 

lav Wna (lewis) ten. Huh Waiter beatto a (fcance 6th to i 
EieBf ( 2 m 11 . soft) 

BIG MATT, best fltonfl iigta-handea tec id be omen a daise «flb hie sraUe to such flood lain 


3.40 


BISON GROUP HANDICAP HURDLE 
[SHOWCASE RACE] (£6,717:2m 110yd) (6 runners) 


601 

602 

603 

604 

605 

606 


1145-3 BTECTUAL 21 (BP, 
130-45 REAL ESTATE 13 « 
.8433- MSTBJHU343 
61 P-2 PAPUA 13 (MUR 

VIKF AEROf 17PFDA 

1643-1 MEAT FEAT 2B (D/, 


.NWOarBon 104 


.5) (B Dice) Mbs V Wiliams 5-11-10 

‘ (Mrs J ItosSdl 0 NUwssms 4-11-6-R Johnson 122 

IF MBs 8 W Uib) N Tmaun-Omtes 8-11-3 _C Ueaelyn 96 

E) l Batten 4-11-2-B fatal ran 

OSftWMta 7-11-2-JOshnmj - 


((Fund Brokers Ud) 0 Eisaodi 7-10-5 


.PHodey 126 


BFTTWG. 6-4 Aobr, 11-4 Papoa. 4-1 Dtatto. 7-1 Ubte ton. 8-1 Neal fat. 16-1 fed Estate 
1997: RA AGAPIUOU 4-11-5 A P M£o) (9-41 G L Urn 5 on 

Eflacato 51 tal to 3 to Simons CasOa in henfleap buntoe a Ti 

pm. gaud to soft): octwiusly Ml 5® to 6 to RuUWsmai in temfl 
_die a asm (2m ifDyd. good to sett). Him Rmflil 3rd to 7 to 

ntandcap turtle a Chetenban (2m ll. noady. prevnato i« Sul to 7 to SaimUncAa in handicap hu- 

dtoaNeeduy Bm lHMLsuit). Papta s 2nd ol 7 to CM-Vo in bandbai hflfe X SandaHn (2ru MOyet 
and) «iBi Real tote (2«i beta ofll 4115dL Aerton tea in hareficap hurdle a Extoa (2ra 1L sofl); omaely 
wat Hay Dance 1W *i 6-nnia raMce tenmeap tuae a Saw*" Cm i iDyo, yoos)). Near Feat Dm Ad- 
vancr EasJ 141 n 12-nmef baidlcap hurtle a Wncatoon pm. good); prevneiy 71 ad to 17 b Moodam 
Storm n tumte hunde at Wmcantcn pm, good to firm). 

PAPUA. 3 useful sort cn the Rat can rate Ugher uer lu dies and promises to go doa here 


COURSE SPECIALISTS 


TRAINERS 

Wins 

Rras 

% 

JOCKEYS 

Wins 

Rnrs 

% 


4 

9 

44.4 

RJotBBOn 

10 

40 

25.0 

1 Bateau 

5 

19 

263 

JOsbaiie 

25 

100 

25.0 


19 

88 

22.1 

NWUbmsai 

15 

70 

21.4 

K Bailey 

13 

60 

21.7 

A Thanfirai 

7 

34 

29.6 


3 

14 

214 

LAspeB 

3 

17 

17J 

M Ptoe 

16 

78 

zas 

B Fenton 

3 

22 

13.6 


BUNKERED RRSTTTME Exeter 120 Life's Work. Danci 
Chanrtno Admiral. 1.10 Modest Hope. 220 Golden Biff. 320 
tecL VIP Charlie. 


Poser. Souttwefc 12.40 
ante. 3 JO Peter Per- 


□ Leading French jockey Olivier Peslier plans to have his first 
ride over hurdles on Sunday. Peslier. whose big-race wins on 
the Flat this year have included the Vodafone Derby and a third 
successive Prix de fArc de Triomphe, will be in action at 
Auteuil. Shippy EUis. who looks after the Frenchman's interests 
in Britain, said: “It has always been Olivier’s ambition to ride 
over hurdles and he wfll partner a horse for Daniel Wfldenstein 
at Auteuil on November 22." 


YESTERDAYS 

RESULTS 


Wincanton 

Going: good (good m soft in places) 
1.20 (2m hdle) 1. Brush WUi Ttaw (W 
Mareton. 11 - 1 ); 2, Hod Guard (14-1) - . 3, 
Krabioonte (33-1). Irish Frolic (6(hl 9-4 few. 
11 ran. NH: Mutt Francfiso. a < II. Ms S 
WiMms Tote: E1290; E300. E420. 
£750 DF: E9150 CSF. £14257. Tricast 
£4,437 71 

150 (2m Si ch) 1, Ovar The Water (A 
Thornton, 1-2 lav): 2. Kentish Bad (5-21; 
3, Black Spring (12-1). 5 ran. 2L 301. R Ai¬ 
na. Tote: Cl.®. £150. £1.10. DF: £2.10. 
CSF: £212. 

2^0 (2m Si hde) 1. Bnekte Palace (j TTz- 
zaid, 10-11 toe);! GoacttmeGeafUB^-q, 
3, Upham Lord (B-2). 4 ran. h8t, 71, P NichoL 
. Tote £150 bF: £1.70. CSF: £2.77. 


£150 

iSO (3m If110yd ch) 1. Catena WU M 
Tttzard, 13-8 lav). 2, Alter Moor (3-1); 3. 
Ftoyai Barge (8-1). 4 ran. 71,21L P Ntohol- 
b. Tow. 0.20. DF. £250. CSF: Q8 ia 
320 (2m 51 ch) 1. King of Sparta (C 
Maude. 14-1), a Pipers Rock (8-1). 3. Ra- 
qto (5-1). Fourth In Liw (5th) 5-2 fav. 14 
ran NR: Reeoanesaje. 3. 2 , i J Port- 
man Tote: m7ft £360. E370, E15a 
DF: £2620 Trtfada: £437.10. CSF; 
00653. Tricast £595 91. 

3^0 (2m hdte) 1. Eaatar Row (J R Ka- 
vanagh. 3-1; Tlni»koop«'« top ra " 

2. Daratahan (10-1). 3. Dragon 
(8-1). Hew Dance (fed 11-4 tew. Bran 
5L N Henderson. Tote: £4.30; £1.60. 
£450. £1.40. DF; £28.00; CSF: £2851 Tri- 
cast £15357. 

Ftecepoe E494^0 l Quadpot £14.20. 

Warwick 

Going: good (good to soft n places] 
12-55 (2m 3f h£fle) 1, Northern Maestro 
LJ GokJstete. 12-1); 2. Mankind (20-1): 3, 
The Flying Doctor (12-1); 4. Chopin [7-1). 
Sweet Trentino 6-1 lav. IB ran. NR Bai- 
moraJ Process. 91, 41. J Madde. Tote: 
£15.00; £2.40, £11.70. £3AO. £1.70. DF: 
£223.80 CSF: £21659. TricasL 
C2.693.50. 

1 M (2m 41 llpyd Ch) 1. King On The 
Run (A Maputo. 13-etav): 2. Berhate~ 


£2.10. DF: £920. 


GET IT 


\BiSON GROUP H’CAP HUBDLE\ 


- m., 

' ■ \i- 

rt-r'- 


rorc TTMmTRinioRSES TO FOLLOW (CHASING SEASON 

SKTSoEbtforhrst 

SngS20or more using Switch. Delta or Solo bank or 

building society debit cards. 

r ^tSday0800444040 

year first bet being placed- — 






11/8 


2 miles, Ascot 3.40pm, Uve on BBC TV. 

Aerion 
Papua 
Effectual 
Neat Feat 
Mister Rm 
Real Estate 



16/1 


£«n wav Onr OWHlcf Ura OdUs ■ ptaa 1,2. UricES wb)Ki to huOMitwn. 

Au*Ufeup wUSpm-TMtMli Unto 4*J m«y Jpp*t Non rum» - no bat 
I LATEST ammAJi mJL OOPS Ol TBgreCT CB4 P60V6Q2AHgl 


S^ZtfShO NEOHOW W WILLIAM MILL RU15 AmV. PteCE SUH/EaTO FLUCTUATION. 


J; 3 Shu Gaa (10030). 8 ran. 51. 6L 
D Wchobon Tote: £25&, C12D, £3.10. 
£1.40. DF. £1850. CSF’ £23.00. 

250 (2m ch) 1. Cool Gunner (T J Mjt 
phy. 9-1): 2. Get Real (10-11 tavl: 3. Dan¬ 
tes Cavater (2-1). 4 ran V, 3 *jL J King. 
Toe: £ 6 . 00 . DF: b50. CSF: £16.91. 

220 (2m 41 110yd rate) 1, Country 
HouM{MAFfagarald, 11 - 2 ); 2,SWpcar1 
(8-1): a Wiknofi^ Fancy (6-1). Mystere 
(4tfil evens lav. 17 ran y, 9L J Old. Tote: 
£550; £220. £2.40, £1.60. DF: £2120. 
CSF: £4252. 

3-00 

zgen 
106 

Tote: £10 Ott 
CSF: £2150 
3.30 (2m hdle) 1, Artadoin Lad (D Leahy, 
8-5 tew); 2. Pnncs Babar (B-11; 3, Profes¬ 
sor Cool (14-1). 18 ran. w: bca Maiden. 
Schnozzte. 2H 41. Mrs J Rinnan Tote: 
£2.00; £120. £200. £4 60. DF: £7.80. 
CSF: £6.47. 

Ptacepot £38350. Quadpoc £58-20. 

Sedgefield 

Going: good to soft (good in places) 

1.10 (2m 11 hdle) 1. Lord PM (F Leahy. 
11-4 lav): 2 Harness Warrior (7-1): 3, 
Boston Mai {10=-1); 4. SaBnger (13-2). 16 
ran. 3U, 71. Mss Kes» Mttgen. Tote: 
£3-30 £130. £2-00, £260, &30 DF: 
£23.00. CSF: E20.4& Trteaat £166.79. 
1 j 40 (2m 11 hdtel 1. Country Orchid (M 
H Noughton. 5-2 lav); 2 Radanpa* (7-1): 
3. Nlrnegen (14-1). S ran NR Disara. 
Insh Wfldcard. 3. 11L Ms M Hawtey. 
Tote. £350; £150. £1.80. £222 DF: 
£19.60 CSF-£17.82. Tricast £17956. 
210 (2m 3 ch) 1. House Capte(n(RGar- 
rtty. 3-1 cD-(a^: 2. Wo The Hack (8-1): a 
Nosam (16-1). Ravot 3-1 co-tev. 12 ran 
Til. 18L J FitzGerald. Tote. £4.30: £1-50. 
£230. £150. DF: £1050. CSF: £2632 
ZAO (3m 31 till 1. Zauri wreer (Mrs C 
Ftid. 7-4 few); 2. U» And Oust (2D-1): 2 
Kittochakte Lad (12-1)- 13 ran 8L 31. R 
Fom. Tale: £2 60: £130. £730. £340 
DF- £31.20. CSF; £4133 Tricast 
£334 39. 

3.10 Pm 110yd ch) 1, Chummy’s Saga 
(R Supple. 2. Ccrtrieu (25-1)73. 
Oueorisway (5-1) Xafeae (4th) 6-4 tav. 8 
ran 9L 2L L Lunga Tote. £530: £130. 
ES 50. £1.70. DF: 00.50. CSF: £63.11. Tri- 
casr. £394.01. 

3.40 (3m 31110yd hdtel 1, VaNgm (R 
Supple. 100-30): 2 Mr Mahdto (2CH); 3. 
Donnegate (33-1). Lippy Louise (4(h) 4-5 

few. 12 ran. 1*4 a. L Lirago. Tote: £3.00; 
Cl 30. £640. £1450. DR £61.10. CSF. 
£68.19. 

Jackpot £8,16450. 

Ptecepofc £41350. Quadpot: £12030- 


Kerawi to outclass rivals 


ASCOT 

BBC2 

2.40: Nigel’s Lad, fit from the 
Flat, finished four lengths 
dear of Kerawi when chasing 
home Marello at Wetherby 
20 days ago but will be hard 
pushed to confirm that form 
on 71b worse terms. Kerawi 
was carrying plenty of condi- 
ton for his reappearance and 
should strip fitter here. 
Second in die Tote Gold 
Trophy last season, before 
finishing fifth in the Champ¬ 
ion Hurdle, he should also be 
suited by stepping bade from 
an extended three miles to 
today's shorter trip. Ttimpole 
is not the most natural 
hurdler and Khayrawani 
may pose a bigger threat. 

3.10: In a race best avoided 
for betting purposes. Mulkev 
Prince gets a tentative vote. 
The ex-Irish chaser fell at the 
third fence over course and 



TODAY'S RACING 
ON TELEVISION 


distance 17 days ago, but his 
second to Direct Route on his 
final start last season gives 
him a realistic form chance 
and he has youth on his side 
— unlike most of his rivals. 


RICHARD EVANS 


Nap: ESTATE AGENT 
(1.00 Ascot) 

NB: Good Lord Morphy 

(230 Exeter) 


Hoh Warrior, another seven- 
year-old, appears to have lost 
his way. Storm Alert won off 
today’s mark in April but is in 
the veteran stage. Super Com 
runs well here but would pre¬ 
fer further or softer ground, 
which leaves Big Matt, from 
the in-form Nicky Henderson 
yard, as the main danger. 

3.40: Aerion would have trot¬ 
ted up on his reappearance at 
Exeter but for falling three 
out and Oliver Sherwood's 
talented runner can gain com¬ 
pensation here. Successful in 
his first three starts, he then 
missed a year because of a leg 
injury, but looks leniently 
handicapped. Papua ran a 
cracker behind Chai-Yo at 
Sandown and his chances 
will increase if the ground 
dries out Effectual, winner of 
five races last season, looks a 
shade high in the handicap. 

RICHARD EVANS 



THUNDERER 

12.10 Rntsterre. 12.40 Charming Admiral. 1.10 
Noukari. 1.45 Blushing Grenadier. Z20 Dan¬ 
ielle's Lad. 2.50 Hoh Navigator. 3,20 Irish Cream. 
3.50 Theatre Magic. 


GOING: STANDARD DRAW: NO ADVANTAGE 


SIS 


12.10 GREAT PONTON HAM1ICAP 

(Dw I: £2,008: 71) (16 twiners) 


1 4500 Q5HAM0N 75 KetfewO 3-9-13 . 


2 0020 (TMJANROSES)ACaroHM-fl_1_MTsbburi 11 

R HoUmshead 5-9-10.0 Sweeney 15 

ASntfi 3-9-10_R RzPaukk (S) 2 

C Thornton 5-9-6_Doen McKean 4 

' □ 90*4-9-7 ___.RWkBtnri)IB 

. J J OHM 5-9-6-KFMM6 

M W fatally 3-9-6 .5 Ftanmem (7) 1 
.Ifecmey 3-9-3_ft Pita 8 

. )JJ«ikiB 5-9-2 A Whelan 5 

Staring 3-9-0-G Straus 7 

0_G Fauhner (3)10 

7 firtrinw 3-8-13-JQttfei 13 

-A CuBune 3 

_J fames 12 

EWheete 68-11 -SCason (7) 9 


3 3100 U-M0-HAHRY34] 

4 0015 PLEASURE 7H 

5 6004 MUSTANG 7] 

6 aa5D Kose/arte 

7 2056 (HSTHteM 
B 3005 TWO WILLIAMS m 
9 30U0 SHARPMONXETtI 

10 6000 MSTBtMUMNBJLri 

11 000-MAKAHU DON 4001 

12 6005 ULAMTA 24 (S) BI 

13 0000 GVMCRAK llrarmiH_. 

14 0060 E2SAMDESS 45 J Ewe 3-8-12_ 

15 0053 DBflELSMAflY 6 J fek ftia 3-8-12B 

16 6410 DELIGHT OF DMNN 20 ■■■■■■ 


9-2fiririare,6-1 Mustek. 13-2laoWr«ans. M Knew. B-i Pfeaut.IMgUOl 
■Hsny, liiria,- 


Dam, 12-1 UJtotteiy. I 


, 14-iotas. 


12.40 DUDLEY AMATHJR RIDHIS HANDICAP 

(Div I: El .564:1m 40 (12) 

1 3502 MANFUL 24 raXAE5)JHOIialoc 6^11-7 ..lira 5 Bosley 6 

2 -300 CHAfUWG ADlteUL 7 TO tes A Swtset 5-11-2 ..C Wtson 6 

3 0500 B8XY UDONSHM 31 fiL Mon 6-11-1 --I Moran @7 

4 2060 MAFTUN 32 (CDfl GM Mon 6-10-12 _D H DureSn H 2 

5 4000 XYUU 52 (E.G.S) J Peace 7-10-7_UraLPearaM 

6 3334 CAreffiABlEiO (V) D Mart 3-10-4 _PanlJ Monte (7) 9 

7 0234 DAR6016 C Thornton 4-10-1_J Crawley 5 

8 3003 COUNT DE MONEY 32 SBOMlm 341-13-Ifes II Moris □) 12 

9 1803 BUJE ANCHOR 51 (C) A Cmol 3-9-12 JritesEJ Jonas 0)3 

10 503- CAFTAN MARMALADE 16J (Q D Hun 9-9-/ Mss D Jane 10 

IT 0000 DUNSTON DURGAM 7 N UBmotian 4-9-6_OGutoa(7)1 

12 000/WRfTIBiAGRSllENTBI4J R Peacock 10-9-3 

Ms C Peacock (5) 11 

5-2 IMuE B-2 Dago. 6-1 Cnu Oe Itoey, 81 Marin. Xylan. Capeicailie, 12-1 
BtByMooratea.BlueAncto, 14-iotas. 


1 .10 DUDLEY AHATBJR RIDHIS HANDICAP 
(Dh B: £1,564:1m 40 (11) 

1 0500 SUIMBWftlSPGQAL 16 QtfjBjS) 0 Barter 7-11-7 

UisC WEans (3) 9 

2 0000 MBS BABY IB (E5) J Eyie 5-11-3__ ...Itara 0 Jones 10 

3 2022 NOUCAN B ^F) P E«ra 5-11-2-A Evans (3] 


4 0012 BADRMATH31 (F.ffl J Ptaiw 4-10-12 -K Loads 

5 000- CASHAfianY6J(D)N Unmoden 5-108 .....JSata 

5-10-4_Mss S M Pols 

J Beta! 10-10-2 X BHte 


mu 
2 

7 5000 DOUBLE ECHO £ (C0.F£5} J Bettert 10-102 X B Hfe fe) 5 
B 0000 ffllX DE dHaWWT 25 (B)t L Moore A 101 JtaJUoomll 
9 5303 OUHCOUBEHAU 92 (EQJ Wbssi 5-9-12 MBS E fatty (S) 3 

10 0100 MODEST HOPE 31 (vXuJfiS) Ms 5 Lsnynan 11-9-8 

UraLPanree6 

11 0000 KPOLO52BRJtonsan3-9-3_6APLnws(7}! 

2-1 NtetarL 6-1 Dutointe IW, 7-1 Btfnffi. 8-1 Mels Baby. 10-1 otas 


1 .45 DUNSTON CLAIMING STAKES (£2.316:51) (17) 

1 2111 KHVSTAL MAX 246 (COJ) T Banm 89-8 Kntrrtay Italt (5) 12 

2 0020 6ARN0CX VALLEY 21 (&F.&S) J Bny 8-941—G Carta 2 

. 3 5060 POLAR kKT 8 its N Ifcraiey 3-9-0_.Dean UcKeown ID 

4 6030 ANOTHER MGH71IARE 38 (UF^S) D Baler 6-6-13 

Jeny Boaon (7) 13 

5 0050 MYSTICAL 21 (MUM) D McrtoOs 4-8-13 —A Mchote (5) 4 

6 3100 BLUSW6 GREHAMEH14 (BJFXUS) S BOMOfl 6-8-12 

CTeaouefOII 

7 3082 BLTON LEDGER 7 (V.COfl Mra N Macaidey 9-8-10 R Wee B 
B 0620 S8JC COTTAGE 21 R BasflmaH 6-8-10 —L Newton 14 

9 00 YUELL SMART 7 D Canofi 38-9-8 RCPaik* B) 7 

10 5000 TANGSONE R.YB1 4 B) P Ewnj 3-8-8 —T G McLatfiw 5 

11 0006 LEOFRIG 8 (V) M Poifl&n 34L7-PDoe (5) 17 


12 0000 Entoo Incea 4-8-5 _XknTHdef 15 


fUM 

■ 52 (D) B H 


D Baiter 38-3_TWM«ms3 

Bans 7-8-2-DsneOlfeflB 


. 13 0303 TANCRH) 

14 6480 LfTTIEBtfU _ _ ... _ 

15 6005 SM6 Rffl ME 52 (D) H LWfinsdead 3-8-1 -PM(Un(7)1 

16 OU SANDSPIDER 55 L Unto-Janes 3-7-13_P Fessay 18 

17 DOT) WULIIY 7 MRyan3-7-M_6BsntenI9 

3-iKiyririltekS-l MvsuaLB-1 EMnutega.6-1 GmociVtoler. BtosMng Graa- 
toer. laved lines. iB-l Pate MbL 12-1 atas. 


2.20 GRANTHAM NURSERY HANDICAP 

(2-Y-O: £2,913: 51) (12) 


1 1031 DAICLLFS LAD 14 

2 oioi Name*: ___ 

3 0554 A0ELM BOY 59 M 

4 0046 POLLY MUX 21 (V. 

5 0056 BOOFAFfl TIMES 23 A 

6 0244 LADY MHJOUFK 2J 

7 2003 80U3EN BfT 4 (BV I 

8 3652 PALACf GREEN 

9 1005 IRMA'S PET 34 

10 0501 CELTIC SEAL 7 

11 6500 RAJMATA23M 



19-7 _G FAuUnsr (3) 8 

1 9-7_0 Petal 

... .L Newton 7 

P Evens 8-5_OmCTNeBII 

8-2_____F Norton 10 

M Johnston 8-1_J Faming & 

P Doe (5) 12 
.TMOfamsa 


0 Qapmar 7-12 

1 7-12_J Edraaids 9 

7-11{7e<| _N Cartsta 2 

_ .. —_JUn4 

12 0001 Off HUE 16 (DX) C Smith 7-10_C Cogan (7) 5 

7- 2 Lany Meewune. 9-2 Nortwn SungriL 13-2 Uek'i Lad. 7-1 Bodtoi rime. 

8 - 1 faso Grets, jo-i Forty Uflb. Ctohc 5e* 14-1 ntoers. 


2.50 


BRIDGETOWN MAIDEN STAKES 

(3-Y-O: £2,892: 7f) (16) 

1 4020 HOH NAVKATOR 20 D Ftendi Dwt 9-0_M fatal 12 

2 0000 HOUSE ON HRE146 6 Wnodwan 9-0_L Newton G 

3 0405 JUST NOBBY 21 Ewtai tasa 90_Kfal Tinkler 14 

4 4005 LORENZO 3 K Ibhfi 9-0_J Qtinn 5 

5 0400 MAITS DREAM 151 A Canto! 9-0_MTeWx *7 

G ROVAL GBOMN E Dtriop WJ-G Carta 13 

r DO SOLDER39RMntaM___5DVffikuSB2 

8 SPARTAN LAO B Ltaieflyn 9-0___R Haten (3) B 

9 BAY VIEW K Mrikfl 8-9 ___KFahn 3 

10 3 BKTMJAYVB4TURE21 S Woo* M ____Dam 01W116 

11 0500 BLUE DAWN 41B R Jtfrnon 6-9_A CUV 1 

12 4000 COPPER COOKE 29 M Ptogtasr 8-9_JTatell 

13 00 JAZZY56 J Noun 8-9_OPuraB 

14 MARMA.'S SONG S BonrinQ B-9_BStemgeLO 


15 0060 SAT WA BO ULEVARD 24 (fr) M Oman 8-9 -A Ctriunn 15 

16 0 WMSPET39RMarin 8-9 _,TGMcLauflMn4 

94 taiKtr/ Venue. 3 i Royal Gom®. 5-1 Hurt (Mgn. Eta Dan. ID-1 otara 


3.20 


MANSFiaD SHJJNG STAKES 

(2-Y-O: £1,966:6f) (16) 

1 3623 CANTGErvOURBREAlKBfB)BMeebai8-l1 .MTebbuUM 

2 3000 ENCOUNTER 35 J Hetatan 6-11_Dean McKeown l 

3 0000 FOURTHTMELUCKY 16BMm^6-11 _.„G Patti 11 

4 4006 GREY STAKE 36 (QJ Bam 6-11_P Roberts 0)4 

5 0046 HSH BEAM 32JCb,S)P Evas B-11_Dare 01M113 

6 00 irSAP0SSHUTY2BBRJtonsaiB-1!_AGttk7 

7 0560 TAZMAMASeSBOwitogB-ll —__CTeamie (3) 16 

B 000 THE LAST WORD 6 R HtoBnsnead 8-11_AarianeS 

9 0306 ABS5MA7NTartto 8-8_ „KimTWder6 

10 0 DIVA0*ARGENT7WbUr8-6- TSpnkelO 

11 00 ESPnTDUC0EURlQ6AKel)nte66_DSweney2 

12 00 GUrtSKl PARK 14 J Wtatim M —_F Norton 15 

13 4525 MCHOLAS MISTRESS 6 P fans 8-6_TG UcLxnMn 3 

14 P400 ROYAL TARRAGON 24 J Arntod B-6 _-J Quhn 12 

15 4400 SXYM5TRE5S34 M Do* B-6_TMOamsS 

15 4030 ZDU POWER 32 GL Moore 8-6 -SWriworOiS 

3-1 ksnOeam. 5-1 Ca^ayourtmft, 6-1 am Poea. 7-1 Encaunto. B-i otas 


J JoMns 4-9-13-AUcGtoneS 

SPECITUL /(BFXJJN Rnkter 54-11 .10m Tinkler 8 

H 52 rqRlterw 6-9-10-T G McLauflTrin 13 

MAGIC 7 (CD) 0 9o» 5-9-9_J Faming 14 


| H Monism 4-9-6 


3.50 GHEAT PONTON HANDICAP 

(DivJI: £2,008:71) (16) 

1 0000 VII 

2 4104 most i_ 

3 0100 KOMASEffl 52 | 

4 0625 THEATRE I 

5 5202 lAYOVULLM 15 ( 

6 0140 0RB.6RL7 T 

7 1121 MUTABASSffi I . ... .. 

B «« FMV-SO-VABfDKltaUertlVB-a-OSwwefl 

9 5006 BU0C5 OWN 6 (CO) J L Iteris 3-9-2-R1Mntaigj5 

10 0040 LOCH STYLE 13BJ Mffl S HNtamwi 5-9-1 Jem Bennmj7] 2 

11 3002 TAUHND 7 (fi W Mar 4-9-0-A Merita (5) 10 

12 /DO- l£BAMBAM44ir. “ . 

13 0-00 

14 -200 

15 3020 RAASED18(C,6lFW*enM-12-MmbattHW(5)4 

16 0000 TIEBARNSUEYBB1£32GWpodwrt5-6-11 .RUpptoU 
6-4 Ntawssa. SI llatora Ifec. 7-1 Tatand. 5-1 Ktorasepb. ranmdh. lO-i 
Most RespeoU. 12-1 Orted GM. 25-1 etas 


FX) M Ryan 3-9-5-P McCabe 15 

P«) G L Mnore 4-9-4 (to) —F Norton 7 





THUNDERER 


12.50 Arctic Chantw. 1-20 Veiled Dancer. 1.55 
Sounds Like Fun. 2.30 Good Lord Murphy. 3.00 
Alkatab. 3.30 Papo Kharisma. 4.00 Black Secret 


GOING: SOFT (GOOD TO SOFT IN PLACES) 


SIS 


12.50 BONUSHLM CONDmONAL JOCKEYS 
SELUMG HANDICAP HURDLE (£1.786:2m 11} (13 runners) 


. IBUttTHD B-I1-10 -OSM 
lFi«aB-il-2 TCTComor | 


1 016/CUELOUE CHOSE B24 

2 13-5 BLUE BLAZER IB (S) I 
S 12-4 ARCTIC CHANTW 31 (C£) P Hates 6-11-0 H Widow (3) 

4 4ZV CAJAKER WALTZ 590 J luck B-1D-1?-ifatar 

5 3/PI NORTH BAMBSia 23 ff.GX) KBute 11-10-3-M GrWms 

8 025/CAUfRMNE 543 Mss H Day 9-10-1_ □O'SuDmc (5) 

7 OVP STBVI-ArTOEE 23 fSB Ue*tm MW! MctTMl Branai 

8 P-U3 ICMOfflTS MUSK 23 fflfjS) M Ibdfltock 6-198 S Duack 

9 GB5F FLimERBY LADY 31 A Baim»5-1D-0 _—M Batchelor 

10 F42- PARISIAN 297 M BftHbock 13-10-0-RStadufme 

11 00-0 COEUR BATTM/T 1S3 (CLD^R Baker 8-KH) G Shorton 

12 FPO- KALMOOJD 25B A D Snflh 4-T&-0__G f 


85 

56 
BG 

86 
84 
61 

13 B-POLOFrYDCTTpX)UsertdHS1M_—0McPM 60 
3-1 NtfieCfertB.4-1 Itati Batiste. 5-1 Uena/s Ifetic, Ska Bteai, 5-1 Hri- 
lafar Lady. 10-1 fatten. Srike-A-Pose. 12-1 Erin. 


1 >20 BONUSPHOTO NOVICES HANDICAP HURDLE 

(TOTC TWFHTTA RACE) (£2.460:2m 6f) (14) 

DWB(17(yXXlU 
«17 (VXD.S1 P Hr 
809 N Hwte 7-11-4 


1 PI34 WATER FLOW® 17 

2 I«1 LffPS WORK 

3 235/TRSIPUN __ 

4 4312 MBWBAM 13 (F.Q) G Han 5-11-1 
1 13 M Bra 


Ptoe 4-n-iO—C Maude 
Kotos B-11-10 .R Dtmnody 
11-4. -- 


.S 


5 /P-3 TDPAN8A13 MBratetoOkB-10-6-RStuctukre 

6 «0- PAROAN 51F B PaUrtfl 4-10-3--—S . 

7 ATI BOTAESWraOL 11 rajUpson6-10-1 (5e>)-JSuppleH£B 

B KSO DAI40;.ijPOSER2(ViG Rrtdiifl &-1M-HrR Arnold - 

9 -2a>BRORHAUOW5fflj As BHteng 5-1041_E Byrne B2 

10 MS VHED DANCSS 8H Rost 5-10-0-Mr A Hehtawdi 88 

11 3-60 UME STRffiT GLUES 29 T ftdte 7-1IW—,—. DLeahy « 

12 2-02REDGRAVEWLF44KBtstmo5-104)-JIGreaae 68 

13 050- SAHMHIE 294 R Butodto 7-10-0_B PMRrt 71 

14 OPO-URLEYGALE 191 J&nlOiB-11W_WMeratDn - 

11-4 UN's Wert, 7-2 Banks fata 9-2 Mkristo. 7-1 Wta Flows. 10-1 Tamoa. 
RattM HM. 12-1 SrotalH. 14-1 ottn 


1.55 BONUS PRINT HANDICAP CHASE 

(£4,352:2m 3f) (4) 

Ktotan6-lM3-TQaseORfa 113 
_ taHIWott7-11-11 JCuaoty 12S 

IvftSI H Fma WO-12 - JFnat 131 

.GX) P HdUs 7-10-5 H Dummody BW 

5-4 SnnteUB Fun, 5-2 feta Frils, 3-1 Yfiywiii tOng. H ie PtafU. 


1 P91-WAYWAIDHNG210 ( 

2 21-2 SOUOS LIKE RM13J 

3 2P-4 UR PLAYFUU. 17 { 

4 VII T1MN RALLS 23 { 


2.30 


TRBlJEPWfT NOVICES CHASE 

(£3,782:2m 6t 110yd) (9) 

1 221/ASK ANTONY 586PQ 
111* HMCWD 238^HD 


l P KkJwtlS 6-11-0_C Maude - 

6-11-0-S WVme - 

3 214-GOOD LORD MURPHY 231 S)PHtofeB-1I-0 J1 Danwody - 

4 34-3 HOLMflXOSE 15 (D/^) R Froa 9-11-0_JFrasI - 

5 SIP/ LUKER BOY 777 J ucCanicHe B-11-0-B PnwM - 

b FI- M PHWCUPP 208P (S) L(nl lyrew 7-1141_JCUMy - 

7 to 3-NOT REALLY239 RltaEMayL-SfTiHi 7-11-0 JMcCatoy - 

8 /F-P PARADE RACER 16® P Efeghy 7-11-0_W Mas&n - 

9 21-2BAIiYURA 16 (S) PAxtod6-10-9-SBUHDUQUHIH 

6-4 Goto LOU ttnte. 7-4 Eriramd, 7-1 Ask Adony. 10-1 Hottmcteft. 12-1 Saty 
Lira. 14-1 NO Retfy. 25-1 Uf’fataR). 33-1 Otas. 


3.00 


DOUBLSPMNT NOVICES HURDLE 


(£2,637:2m II) (11) 


ALKATB 13F IrtSS G hadoway 6-10-12-R TMntai 

00 DANKATE 13 Jftaa* 4-10-12-S KeOy (5) 

20 - DUNBURYRYBI300 (BRJ Old 6-10-12_C Maude 

OM BiGAIfT DB COSSES17 f) P Hrtte 6-10-13 J1 Dunwtoy 

6 FALCON RIDGE 11 Mss E iavele 4-10-12_J Cutely 

KHWRBGE G Battra 5-10-12_JS For 

B-5 UERSHGfd 27 S Stawto 5-10-12 __D1 

10 MR PERFECT* 18 T 
46F-SOMSM28BR/ 

56 TAOOffTER < 


16 (DJ}Rftosl 5-10-12 - J Fran - 

R Akw 5-10-7--R VMgra (7) - 

__ _41 H Hon* 4-10-7_ W USTSm - 

11 4041TAKETHETOPOFF15 J Hnfl 5-10-7- LCuih*e(5 ) 65 

&4EKgaiiOasOiBsea. 7-2 IrteraWginer. S-i Alkriab.8-1 Owtui nn. 12-t Ik 
PEfferia. 14-1 KnraertdocL 16-1 Stooiaii, TakeSeknpoB, 20-1 otas. 


3.30 DOUBLEPRINT HANDICAP HURDLE 

(£2,843:2m 31) (5) 

1 1-11 PAPO XHARSUA 7 © P Hobbs 8-11-10 __R Damnody QQ 

2 01/0 STORM OUST 13 (CDJ3LS1 Use H Wtare 9-H-1D J Cttniy - 

3 OfU BLOWN WMD 7» |R 0 Soanmto 7-11-5 _ J A McCarthy - 

4 -SS2 PEVBflLPBORAQO« 17 (S) G Btetefl 4-10-12_S Ftn 97 

5 04-4 AK9SOTTL 15 (V.&S)GMtfoii 7-ICM „WMreston 106 

6-111 
AMSelB 


1 -lJBtoai Wind, 14-1 SarntteL 331 


4.00 LEVY BOARD MARES ONLY STANDARD OPEN 
NATIONAL HUNT FLAT RACE (£1,287:2m 11) (12) 


1 1- BLACK SECRET 245 (tLG) CEpaim 5-11-7 J A 

2 43-1 BUCKSKIN CANED 17sfp ttdaUs 5-11-7 -L Cuwiria 

3 0 BHT SWUJHOON17 J HtofrHeyw 4-11-0 J BalrtsWn 

4 0- BRAMSCOMBE 216 MB P DaKeU5-I1-0-S 

5 ‘ 

8 
T 
B 
9 
10 
11 
12 

11-8 BUci Setta 13-8 BuckSkn Ctom, 5-1 Rtoortoe. 14-1 Htanna. 18-1 (fay- 
4vB6jra.2^iEaanaata.GatofatttaJariSleft.SrsrttoBljss.3J-ii)itai 


EXMOOR FOREST Mg CIWs 4-114)-VSfaOery 

0 GAVE GORDON 17 H Daly 5-11-0_RThontai 

0-WB 80A1B 8 Mra JPftmai 5-11-0_D1 

S JIKT SIffH 13 J Murira 5-11-0...JI 

0-LADY CASH 373 DBandolto 5-11-0--S Wynne 

MAYDAY OA HCB1G Etedhn 5-11-0-Jffat 

0-3 BOeORETTE 8 J NavSi 5-11 -0_S Dm* 

0 SPAnOJNQ LASS 06 N AyflUg 4-11-0-C 


COURSE SPECIALISTS 


SOUTHWELL: Thrtnm: A Kfcfawey, 3 
winras Iron 6 runners, 50.0%; A Car- 
rofl, 4 from ia 400%; M Prescott, 24 
from BG. 27.0%; M Johnston. 48 from 
234, 20^v B Meehan, 8 from 33. 
18^ M Channon.9 from 51,17.6%; T 

Boiron,Z7 from 169, 17 jQ%; M Ryan, 24 
from 150.16.0%. Jockeys: KbiriMKtey 
Hart, 11 whawsfrom 47 rates, 234%; K 
Fulon, 25 from 129,19.4%; G Pajldn, 12 
«mm 66. 17.4%; R+tevSn. 4 from 28. 
14J%; D Sweeney. 15 from 108,126%; 
MTabbuii.ii tom79. ia9*<PRob¬ 
erts. 10 Irom 74,13.5%; P M^aba, 17 
from 133,128%. 


EXETER: Trafnanc J Tuck, 3 wtnnare 
from 8 runners, 37.5%; H Knight, 
32 from 128, 2SX% M Pipe, 68 from 
272 25 j 0%; O Sherwood, S from 25. 
24.0%; C Eperton, 3 from 13.23.1%; P 
Hotris, 28 from 138.20.1%; Mrs P Dto- 
§M, A from 26. IS.4%; R Alner, 13 tom 
8&14.e%;BMnman.7from48,14.e%,- 
P NfthoBB. 5 from 37,135%. Jockeys: 
R Dunwoody, 34 wimare from no 
rates. 305%; S Wynne. 3 from 12 
220%; C Maude, 16 from 88,122%; Q 
Supple. 6 from 34. 17.6%; J CuWy. B 
from 43, 14.0%,*.J Frost, 19 from 138, 
135% S Burreugh, B from 80, 10 . 0 %. 



101 

G'HOWDS 122 222 


FULL R ESULTS SERVICE 168 




i 


i 
























































































































































































52 SPORT 


Alan Lee talks to the Australia captain as he starts his 100th Test match 


century stand 


T 


Jime has passed, 
wounds have healed 
and Maris. Taylor 
now feels able to ad* 
mit that life would have 
turned out rather differently 
for him if he had not made a 
memorably ugly, yet stirringly 
defiant century at Edgbaston 
in June last year. 

He would not have led Aus¬ 
tralia to a fifth successive Ash¬ 
es victory, or a first in Pakistan 
for 38 years. He would not 
have equalled Sir Donakl 
Bradman's 334, the highest 
Test score by an Australian. 
And he would not. this morn¬ 
ing, be starting his 100th Test 
match. 

Mon? than all this, indeed, 
Taylor would not have 
achieved the mystical status 
conferred upon him for his cap¬ 
taincy of one of the finest 
teams the world has known. 
He would just have been the 
good guy who had to get out 
when the runs dried up. 

Small wonder, that, that 
Taylor reflects upon that week 
in Birmingham with more af¬ 
fection than he would normal¬ 
ly devote to a defeat by Eng¬ 
land. “It was the toughest time 
for me, and if I hadn't made 
runs in that second innings i'd 
have had a lot of bridges to 
cross.’* he said yesterday. 

At the time, Taylor had gone 
20 Test innings without a half- 
century and was being told 
through every media channel, 
and by many cricketing lumi¬ 
naries, that he must go before 
he dragged his team down 
with him. 

Being the pragmatist he is. 
Taylor bears no grudges. “A 
few people could have been 
more tactful in what they said, 
but it was a lot tougher for my 
fampy, who don’t understand 
the job of the critic They just 
see what is being said about 
me and they bate die bloke 
who’s doing it 
"What worried me was that 
everyone in our side had got 
sick of hearing about Mark 
Taylor^ form. The time was 
coming for me to make an hon¬ 
est appraisal. I had started to 
wonder if my eye had gone. I’d 
started to doubt myself. 

“That 129 wasn’t a great in¬ 
nings to watch. There were a 
lot of squirts through the slips. 
The best shot I played, what I 
finally felt my feet were in the 
right place, was the one that 
took me to 100 —and that was 
only a single. 

“I realised afterwards that 



in the months I was out of 
form I was searching for the 
perfect answer. I wanted to 
play the lovely cover drive, fol¬ 
low up with a cut and a pull 
then a straight drive for four, 
just to say ‘look. I’m bade'. But 
I haven't played many innings 
like that and I dont think 
many batsmen have.'* 

In truth, Taylor has never 
been a batsman to stir a sense 
of anticipation. He has accu¬ 
mulated. with tucks behind 
square leg and pushes to 
cover, only occasionally un¬ 
leashing his favourite straight 
drive. Because of tills, and 
despite a Test match aggre¬ 
gate of more than 7.000 runs 
at almost 45 per innings, his 
batting has been lauded far 
less than his leadership. 

His average was even high¬ 
er before he took, on the cap¬ 
taincy, four years ago. “I made 
a‘pair 4 in my first Test as cap¬ 
tain, on a flat wicket in Kara¬ 
chi, and it was only then that I 
thought "hang on. I've got to 
make some rum here, too'. At 



TAYLOR’S TEST RECORD 


-*- 



Africa: 


- ■0-Va-y- 
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certain times, the job has affect¬ 
ed my batting and I think if I 
hadn’t been captain I might 
have made a few more runs.” 

This is as dose as he comes 
to any show of regret, for the 
captaincy has made his name, 
moulding a reputation that 
will guarantee him high 
esteem in whatever field he 
eventually branches into. 

Among his first promises, 
when he stepped into the 
daunting shoes of Allan Bor¬ 
der, Taylor said that he would 
be accountable and that he 
would seek to play adventur¬ 


ous cricket He has never 
shiriced on either pledge. 

Taylor has made sane diffi¬ 
cult and controversial dedr 
sions. without losing face or 
popularity, and those dose to 
him say that he has invariably 
made them without consulta¬ 
tion. Under his rule, the coach 
has become a more peripheral 
figure than during the power¬ 
sharing of Border and Bob 
Simpson.. 

He has distanced himself 
from his players when neces¬ 
sary, but the lines of communi¬ 
cation are strong. “We talk 


more openly now than we ever 
did before and that’s how I like 
it If someone in the side has 
got the squirts with me. 1 want 
him to come and tell me.” 

Plainly, he still relishes the 
demands of the position. “As a 
captain, you can no longer say 
you’ll just walk out and set the 
fields and when six o'clock 
comes you'll be one of the 
boys. There’S too much going 
on now.” 

Under Taylor. Australia 
have won a lot lost a few and 
drawn hardly at all. It is not in 
his nature to play five days for 


a stalemate and while his no¬ 
tion that Test cricket should be 
entertaining met with some 
cynicism at first, nobody 
doubts his sincerity now. 

Through five winning series 
against England, in which he 
has played every game, Taylor 
identifies mental approach as 
a key difference between the 
teams. “I think weVe been 
stronger than England in that 
area, but then we’ve been 
stronger than a lot of sides. 
There are key periods in every 
game. 15-minute sessions that 
need to be wotl That’S when 
you get mentally lough." 

He believes this will be his 
last Ashes series and that he is 
more likely to be in the com¬ 
mentary box next time. But he 
is not certain. “I’m playing as 
well as I have for a while. 1 
wont give it away while I’m 
still competitive.” 

□ The Times Ashes Series 
Hotline 0391 881461. Reports, 
updates and occasional com¬ 
mentary. Calls cost SOp per 
minute. 


FOOTBALL 


By Russell Kempson 


IRELAND had hoped for a 
draw against Yugoslavia in 
Belgrade on Wednesday night 
and Northern Ireland had 
expected a victory over Moldo¬ 
va in Belfast That neither 
match went according to plan, 
in the latest round of the quali¬ 
fying series for the 2000 Euro¬ 
pean championship, caused 
dismay in the republic and the 
province. Irish eyes were most 
definitely not smiling. 

Yez although Ireland lost f-0 
in the Mara can a Stadium and 
relinquished their 100 per cent 
record in group eight Mick 
McCarthy, their manager, 
still managed to draw comfort 
from a courageous display in a 
hostile environment Only Pre- 
drag Mijatovic’s 65th-minute 
goal separated the sides. 

“I think we’ve gained a great 
deal more respect from the big 
two in our group {Yugoslavia 
and Croatia] by the manner in 
which we played,” McCarthy 
said. “The Yugoslavs are not 
going to be that confident 
about coming to Dublin in 
June.I believe it only came 
down to them getting a break 
and us not getting one." 

After going behind, when 
Cary Breen and Steve Staun¬ 
ton failed to cut out a cross 
from Jovan Stankovic, Ireland 
pressed forward and had two 
strong appeals for penalties 
fumed down.. “They both 
looked penalties to me,” Roy 
Keane, the Ireland captain, 
said. “It’s a big disappoint¬ 
ment to work so hard and play 
like we did but get nothing." 

Ireland still lead the group 
on goal difference and before 
their next tie — against FYR 
Macedonia in Skopje on 
March 27 — hope to arrange a 
match against Spain. Holland 
or Switzerland in Dublin in 
February. 

Northern Ireland missed 
the chance to share the leader¬ 
ship of group three after being 
held to a 2-2 draw by Moldo¬ 
va, the bonom team. Moldova 
twioe went ahead and had 
Alexandra Curtiean, their cap¬ 
tain. sent off in the 66th 
minute for committing his sec¬ 
ond bookable offence. 

lain Dowie scored the first 
equaliser — taking his tally to 
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12 international goals, one 
short of Colin Clarke’s North¬ 
ern Ireland record — and Neil 
Lennon guided in the second 
after a long throw-in from Ste¬ 
ve Lomas. Finland and Turkey 
lead the group on six points, 
with Northern Ireland two 
points behind. 

In non-European champion¬ 
ship matches on Wednesday. 
Spam drew 2-2 with Italy in 
Salerno while Holland and 
Germany drew l-i in Gelsen¬ 
kirchen. Germany, who have 
made a stuttering start to their 
Euro 2000 campaign, fell be¬ 
hind to a goal from Michael 
Reiziger in the twentieth 
minute. Although impressing 
only rarely, they equalised sev¬ 
en minutes into the second 
half through Olaf Marschall. 

Tore Andre Flo. the Chelsea 
striker, scored Norway’s equal¬ 
iser in the 1-1 draw against 
Egypt in Cairo but aggravated 
a hip injury and is doubtful for 
Chelsea's FA Carling Premier¬ 
ship game against Leicester 
City tomorrow. 
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Aylesbury cut out for title Henry says 

J J he wants to 

join Arsenal 


THE lifesized cardboard cut¬ 
out of Gary Craws haw that 
greets shoppers at the Friars 
Square Centre is dear evi¬ 
dence that Aylesbury United, 
the leaders of the Ryman 
League, are winning bade the 
hearts and minds of the Buck¬ 
inghamshire town. 

Recent times haven’t been so 
happy. Aylesbury spent a year 
in administration and only 
avoided losing their premier 
division place on goal differ¬ 
ence last season. 

The revival began when Bill 
Carroll, a director, took over 
as chairman and cleared the 
dub of its debts. In the sum¬ 
mer, he appointed Bob Dowie, 
a former player, as manager. 
Dowie makes no secret of his 
ambitions and is happy for 
Dave Anderson and FCter Law¬ 
rence, his assistants, to share 


Non-League Football 
By Walter Gammie 


the coaching load. Aylesbury 
dont have any complaints so 
far. 

Dowie kept four players, 
Lee Harvey, Jermaine Darling¬ 
ton, Mark Jones and Kevin 
Gallagher from the squad col¬ 
lected by Steve Ketteridge. his 
predecessor, and brought 
three more from Harrow — 
Jason Court Steve Butler and 
Ian Rutherford. He also re¬ 
cruited Crawshaw, Richard 
Wilmort, Jason Soloman, from 
Stevenage Borough, Warren 
Kelly, from Rushden and Dia¬ 
monds. and Corey Browne 
and Cliff Hercules, from 
Slough Town. 

Hercules was reunited with 
the club with whom he had 
been synonymous. He 


reached 600 appearances in a 
2-1 win at Sutton United a fort¬ 
night ago. and is ten short of 
300 goals — even though at 36 
he now plays in the centre of 
defence. "He’s tremendous.’’ 
Dowie said. “He approaches 
every game as if it’s his first" 

Crawshaw, who scored 
against Newcastle United in 
the FA Cup last season, need¬ 
ed little persuasion to join 
Aylesbury. “I knew Bob when 
I played with him at Hendon." 
Crawshaw said. “I knew he 
was a good coach and was im¬ 
pressed with what he said." 

How does he like himself in 
cardboard? *’lve got my foot 
on the ball, hand on the hip 
and I’m holding a poster giv¬ 
ing the details of our next 
match,” he said. "The only 
thing is, he’s probably better 
looking than me." 
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Ireland gain 
new respect 
despite defeat 



£ 


II fo vm 

"ore \ 1 r 


c 



THIERRY HENRY, the AS 
Monaco and France striker, 
has revealed his desire to join 
Arsenal, the FA Carling Pre¬ 
miership champions. This is 
likely to please Arsene 
Wenger, the Arsenal manag¬ 
er. who is keen to strengthen 
his forward line. 

Henry, 21 , said yesterday: 

'They are the dub of my 
dreams and 1 would like to 
play there.” He made his de- 
but for Monaco when Wenger ; 
managed the dub. and played 
in six of France’s seven match¬ 
es in the World Cup finals. 

Michael Stensgaard, the FC 
Copenhagen and former Liver¬ 
pool goalkeeper, is expected to 
join Southampton ai the end of 
this month. 
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tennis 

Absence of 
Britain’s 
elite fails to 
deter LTA 


By Julian Muscat, tennis correspondent 


THE national championships 
represent the horns of a great¬ 
er dilemma for the Lawn Ten¬ 
nis Association (LTA). A low- 
key affair for the absence of 
Tim Henman and Greg Rused¬ 
ski, the championships at 
Telford this week appear 
marooned in midstream. 

In that sense, the LTA and 
the national championships 
confront the same conun¬ 
drum. Old-fashioned tradi¬ 
tions jostle with the need for a 
more commercial approach 
ahead of the new cemu/y. The 
LTA has been forced to decide 
whether the virtues of camara¬ 
derie and kinship outweigh 
the cost (£165.000) of staging 
an event shorn of Britain's 
best players. 

Modern convention dictates 
that a choice must be made. 
Should the tournament be seri¬ 
ously promoted to the public, 
or should the LTA bear the 
financial burden in its oft-cari¬ 
catured role as the benevolent 
grandparent? The latter 
option is one it can well afford 
— even if the concept rests un¬ 
easily with an association in¬ 
creasingly sensitive to the busi¬ 
ness ethic. The irony is that 
this is one instance where the 
LTA’s largesse is well directed- 

“We are satisfied that invest¬ 
ment in ti le national champion¬ 
ships provides us with the ten¬ 
nis return we're looking for.” 


John Crowiher. the LTA chier 
executive, said. “In 12 months 
we have cur the costs of slaging 
the event by £165.000. and we 
now believe we are getting 
value for money.” 

OF the two distinct compo¬ 
nents within these national 
championships, the more visu¬ 
al element is actually the less 
important. The argument 
whether British players 
should compete among them¬ 
selves for prize-money of 
£90.000 is of secondary impor¬ 
tance. More enduring images 
from this week will be the 
coming together of players, 
coaches and administrators all 
striving to improve standards. 

The on-court action this 
year, particularly among men, 
has emphasised just how 
much room for improvement 
exists. It is commonly agreed 
that the world status" of Hen¬ 
man and Rusedski militates 
against them competing. This 
is a pity: their presence would 
lend a totally different com¬ 
plexion to a men’s singles 
championships devoid of 
much significance. 

Their absence, which ex¬ 
plains the lack of a front-line 
sponsor this year, also serves 
to underline the paucity of tal¬ 
ent beneath them. That Paul 
Robinson, a qualifier from 
Northamptonshire, could first 
beat David Sherwood, a 



Danny Sapsford on his way to victory over Paul Hand yesterday in die second Found of the national championships 


recent national junior champi¬ 
on. then account for Andrew 
Richardson, touted as a world 
top-100 prospect 12 months 
ago. mates a sorry testament 

Sherwood has often frustrat¬ 
ed and Richardson's projected 
rise collapsed when he lost all 
motivation after his first- 
round exit from Wimbledon in 
June. He is only just returning 
to competitive tennis. 

Richardson's predicament 
is symptomatic of the malaise 
afflicting British tennis. A 


Bisham Abbey graduate. 
Richardson, 25. has received 
considerable LTA funding. 
The notion that he could take a 
three-month sabbatical would 
have been untenable but for 
that support. 

LTA critics maintain that 
his disillusionment reflects the 
fact that he has been financial¬ 
ly cossetted for too long. Equal¬ 
ly pertinent is the argument 
that Britain can ill-afford to let 
Richardson's talent fall away. 
He may yet revive to provide 


the badly^needed third singles 
string to Britain's Davis Cup 
. bow. 

On the face of it. there are 
reasons aplenty to question the 
worth of the national champi¬ 
onships. fhor crowds and plen¬ 
ty of unsold tickets betray an 
apathetic public And the distri¬ 
bution of £90,000in prize-mon¬ 
ey probably exceeds the LTA’s 
remit to provide opportunities 
for British players already 
greatly advantaged by the 
summer grass-court season. 


Yet while domestic merit 
matters little in the global con¬ 
text of tennis, one of Britain^ 
failures to produce greater 
numbers of world-class play¬ 
ers is down to the uncompeti¬ 
tive nature of the game in this 
country. Any curtailment of 
this platform would further 
erode competitive opportuni¬ 
ties for Britain's juniors at a 
time when a greater number is 
needed. 


Results; page 52 


Poor service 
is costly for 
Koumikova 

Prom Aux Ramsay in new york 


IT 15 a shame about Anna 
Koumikova. She is extremely 
famous, very rich and rather 
good at tennis. It is just that 
she cannot win matches. 

In her present form, hitting 
the ball in court is more than 
she can manage and, late on 
Wednesday night, she fell to 
an ailing Monica Seles 6-4.6-3 
in the first round of the Chase 
Championships. It was anoth¬ 
er staggering display of inepti¬ 
tude on the Russian's part, 
another to add to the tally of 
disasters she has been suffer¬ 
ing lately. 

In the 68 minutes it took to 
fall apart Koumikova served 
17 double faults. Not that this 
should have come as any sur¬ 
prise. in Zurich she equalled 
that number in Moscow she 
went five better, bringing her 
total of double faults for the 
past three matches to 56- 

Even when she was playing 
an exhibition with Arantxa 
Sanchez-Vi carlo in Cairo 
three weeks ago, she startled 
the Spaniard by hitting the 
pyramids more often than she 
hit the service line. 

It is not as if the faults are 
minor or even regular. At 
times the service is leathered 
towards the baseline, at others 
it struggles to limp towards 
the net. Once the errors set in 
the confidence drains from 
Koumikova visibly. She and 
everyone watching fears that 
the next service will be a 
double—and they are usually 
right 

The real pity is that the rest 
of her game is in pretty good 
shape. Some of her ground 
strokes were positively venom¬ 
ous and she was more than 
happy to show off her full rep¬ 
ertoire of shots but without 


any semblance of a service, 
she was always a sitting tar¬ 
get She broke Seles four 
times but was broken herself 
six times. Even suffering from 
a virus that has meant she has 
not eaten since Sunday, Seles 
simply could not refuse this 

invitation. 

The rumblings from the 
locker-room are that Pavel 
Slozil, Koumikova's coach, 
may soon be out of a job. That 
seems a little unfair as he has 
helped his charge to achieve 
everything that she set out to 
do this year. 

She had an excellent start to 
the season, reaching the final 
of the Upton championships, 
beating Martina Hingis in 
Berlin and going on to qualify 
for this event Koumikova has 
more than enough talent to 
overcome her present prob¬ 
lems and now. on holiday un¬ 
til January, she can do just 
that in private. 

Maybe a few days off will 
allow her to find a shirt that 
fits. Wednesday's offering 
was obviously too small re¬ 
vealing yards of midriff every 
time she moved. It was a good 
job she was so evenly tanned 
or she really would have been 
embarrassed. 

Lindsay Davenport was 
almost embarrassed by San- 
drine Testud and her gammy 
leg on Wednesday. Feeling 
tentative and nervous, the 
world No 1 seemed at a loss to 
know whai to do next against 
her injured opponent letting 
slip a lead in the first two sets. 

Testud was playing well 
and making the most of her 
chances until she lost the 
momentum in the second-set 
tie-break, letting Davenport 
through 4-6.7-6.6-0. 


Will to win means no 


more Mr Nice Guy 


F or all the topsy-turvy 
emotions that came in 
the wake of Wales's 
dramatic performance 
last weekend, nobody knew 
quite what to make of it or how 
properly to respond, such was 
the magnitude of the surprise. 
It is Graham Henry's observa¬ 
tion that Wales “needs to grow 
up. to mature; they need to 
know how to win". That 
should now concentrate the 
mind. 

The observation by the 
Wales coach is not new but all 
the better for being said by. 
shall we say. an outsider. The 
other countries of the Five 
Nations ought to lend an ear 
for they, too, might benefit. 

True competition has pre¬ 
sented a dilemma to most 
sportsmen in team games in 
this country. There has always 
been an ambivalence about 
winning, how it should be 
achieved and how much 
should it mean to do so. We 
like to instil the sensation that 
rugby union, for instance. 
Should be fun. to be enjoyed. 
Which, of course, is true 
enough. We also like to pro¬ 
mote the idea that rugby is 
"only a same", which again, of 
course, is true. 

The trouble is that, if these 
linle conceits are repeated 
often enough, they begin to 
sound too much like an 
excuse, a contrivance to hide a 
weakness. We lack the sliver 


there is the mood, per- 
over the decades, that 
hese islands cannot be 
want to win too much. 
|y we have no wish, or 
a reluctance, to admit 
one desire to win. This 
ave something to do 
od manners and wish- 
void any sense of osten- 
to present a modest, 
mins face. 

. is. ir might further be 
an aristocratic air 



Rugby Union 
Commentary 


of detachment that, to a large 
degree, lay at the heart of 
amateurism in the first place. 
Take rugby: we get the game 
over with so that, as good com¬ 
panions, we can settle down to 
a good dinner. The carefree 
stance of the sporting dilet¬ 
tante, though, appeals to us 
still. 


‘Wales would 
have liked to 
have won; 
South Africa 
demanded if 


Or else we perpetuate the 
erroneous notion that nice 
guys don’t win and that, given 
the choice, we would prefer to 
be nice guys. Niceness and 
winning are not mutually ex¬ 
clusive and you do not have to 
behave boorishly to be a win¬ 
ner. On the other hand, this 
reluctance may be interpreted 
simplv as the fear of failure. 
We cannot be seen to lose the 


Sullivan injury blow 
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expressed his dismay dial 
Ebbw Vale’have become the 
latest club to seek financial 
assistance to survive. 

The beaten cup finalists last 
season have put their players 
up for sale- and Hayward 
said: “We are nor jumping 
ship, we are being pushed. 
What we built up in four years 
has taken four weeks to go 
down the pan.” . 

It has been suggested tnat 
Ebbw Vale would not be one 
of the four big clubs that the 
Welsh Rugby Union believes 
to be the way forward for the 
name. The principle of four 
"super dubs"- however, is com¬ 
promised by the independent 
stance taken bv Cardiff and 
Swansea, which has set them 
at odds with the union. 


sense of our own dignity. The 
core of our sporting instinct 
portrays a theme that winning 
is a desirable consequence but, 
really, not essential. 

These attitudes may no long¬ 
er be true. Taken singly, not 
one of them may be thought 
significant, but collectively it is 
where our attitude to sport has 
derived. This inheritance 
remains with us. The point 
was made Forcibly once more 
at Wembley 'last -Saturday 
when South Africa who, tike 
New Zealand and Australia, 
do not carry any doubtful bag¬ 
gage from the past, were able 
to dig deep into their resolve 
and mental need to win to se¬ 
cure a victory at the last. The 
difference lay in that Wales 
would ha\e liked to have won; 
South Africa demanded it. 

This was a Welsh perfor¬ 
mance bordering on the 
heroic, but it lacked the in¬ 
stinct to drive the point home. 
Teams such as the Spring¬ 
boks. the .All Blacks and. latter¬ 
ly, the W allabies do not need 
to think about the will to win. 
It is bred within them. Once 
the whistle blows, the chase is 
on. It should go without say¬ 
ing that the main point of any 
competition, be it a board 
game or when you are contem¬ 
plating losing your shin on a 
horse, is to win. 

It is what Henry means 
when he says that the Wales 
team “needs to grow up". To 
be the “nearly" men — brave 
and courageous players who 
fail — is not good enough, but 
it is bred in our culture. Wales’ 
sinking feeling will be made 
the more poignant and telling 
by the fact that they lost the 
match in the closing stages 
when for most of the 80 min¬ 
utes they had held the lead. 

The age of Geoff Cooke and 
Will Carling, for England, is 
the most recent of very few 
examples of a team from these 
islands having acquired the 
ice needed for a prolonged peri¬ 
od of success ar the highest 
level. The jury, however, is out 
on the question of whether this 
has signalled a permanent 
change within England’s 
rugby culture or whether this 
was by and large due, as with 
Wales’in the 1970s, to the collec¬ 
tion of marvellous players 
emerging at the same time. 

Consider how the mask 
slipped last season when, at 
Old Trafford, the England 
players ran triumphantly 
around the pitch. This lap of 
honour was at the end of a fix¬ 
ture against the All Blacks that 
they had not won. This hardly 
suggests that the new genera¬ 
tion" of players has inherited 
the winning culture. 

Are they too comfortable 
with second best? With New 
Zealanders involved in the 
coaching of three of the four 
home nations, excluding Scot¬ 
land- will we see a change? 


Desperate Scotland look south 
for winning combination 



Martin Leslie, left, and his brother, John, take a break 
from training with the Scotland squad yesterday 


Mark Soustcr on 
brothers who left 
New Zealand in 
search of success 


I an McGeechan once de¬ 
scribed New Zealanders 
as Scotsmen who have 
learned to win. It is not diffi¬ 
cult to make the connection. 
There is a natural affinity be¬ 
tween the two nations and the 
cultural and historical links re¬ 
main strong to this day. In rug¬ 
by terms, however. Scotland 
have always marched in New 
Zealand’s shadow, which is 
why they must hope that John 
Leslie, the son of a former All 
Black captain, will bring with 
him some of that winning 
habit on his debut for his new¬ 
ly-adopted country against 
South Africa at Murrayfield 
tomorrow. 

By any standards his is a me- 
teroic rise: Leslie, an inside cen¬ 
tre, has been in Scotland bare¬ 
ly a fortnight and has played 
only one game for Glasgow 
Caledonians, albeit against 
South Africa, last week. A typi¬ 
cally laid-back character in the 
mould of many New Zealand¬ 
ers. even he is bewildered at 
the pare of events. "I didnt ex¬ 
pect this. 1 feel very fortunate 
to be involved. 1 want to show 
the boys my worth," he said. 

The occasion will be made 
even more sweet by the inclu¬ 
sion of Martin, his younger 
brother by 11 months, on the re- 
placments’ bench, and the 
presence in the stands of their 
proud father, Andy, who led 
New Zealand in the 1970s. It 
will be the first time the boys 
have been involved in the 
same team since primary 
school in Wellington. 

They qualify tty dint of a pa¬ 
ternal grandfather from Lin- 
Ihhglow. It is not the first time 
that Scotland has looted south 


for inspiration- That they have 
done so again in such haste is 
indicative of the present state 
of the game in Scotland. Sean 
Lineen set the precedent in the 
1980s to considerable acclaim 
and, in the intervening years, 


a steady trickle followed, 
many of an indifferent quality, 
who were accused of seeking 
an “easy" cap. 

In Leslie's case that is palpa¬ 
bly not so. His pedigree and 
credentials are impeccable. 


John has played more than 120 
times for Otago, whom he 
helped to victory in the Nation¬ 
al Provincial championship 
(NPQ final against Waikato 
last month. He was a member 
of the Otago side that beat 
South Africa in 1994, while 32 
appearances for Otago High¬ 
landers in die Super 12 are 
also on his CV — but not, alas, 
a full New Zealand cap. That 
omission surprises many, 
among them Christian Stew¬ 
art, ms opponent tomorrow 
and a player also making his 
international debut 
“John was the most under¬ 
estimated centre in Super 12T 
Stewart said. “I am really sur¬ 
prised he is not an All Black be¬ 
cause he is very difficult to 
play against Traditionally. 
New Zealand have looked for 
a crash ball first five eight He 
offers a lot more. For a start 
he doesn't die with the ball." 
Bobby Skinstad. who also 
starts for his first full game for 
South Africa, said: “In the 
N PC, he was Otago." 

L eslie remains philospo- 
hical about being over¬ 
looked, but admits it 
was a factor in his acceptance 
of an offer from the Scottish 
Rugby Union this summer. It 
was not however, the only rea¬ 
son, “I felt I had been playing 
well, but 1 wasn’t picked so 1 
came to the derision that I 
would get on with my life. I en¬ 
joy rugby, but there a lot of oth¬ 
er things in life. I wanted to see 
the world so why not let rugby 
take you there?" 

In reality, he will only be in 
Scotland until March, when he 
is due to take up a three-year 
contract with Sanix. the Japa¬ 
nese dub. Whether he does re¬ 
mains to be seen, but for now, 
his thoughts are focused only 
chi South Africa, “it will be a 
huge task, but you have to be¬ 
lieve in yourself. No one can re¬ 
main unbeaten forever." 


SPORT 


Ireland 
stands by 
drugs case 
decision 

■ RUGBY UNION: The Irish 
Rugby Football Union has 
closed the book on the drug 
allegations of which two 
players were accused last 
month. They have accepted 
the verdict of an independent 
, tribunal, chaired by Chief 
Justice Tom Finlay, that said 
that in the case of one, 
un-named player, there was 
no case to answer and that 
the other, an under-21 player, 
should be reprimanded only. 

The senior player was 
reported by the British Sports 
Council after a Five Nations 
Championship match, but the 
tribunal found that he was 
taking a prescribed substance 
for genuine reasons. 

However. Tom Tierney, the 
Garryowen and Munster 
scrum half, was found, after 
being tested at an under-21 
international against France 
last March, to have taken 
unintentionally ephedrine, a 
prohibited substance. 

I BASKETBALL: Thames 
Valley Tigers, the 
Sa insblily’s Classic Cola 
National Cup holders, have 
been drawn against Sheffield 
Sharks in the semi-finals. 

Tile BBC hope to screen the 
second leg live on 
Grandstand on December 
20. Leopards, the winners in 
1997, face Newcastle Eagles 
in the other 1 semi-final. 

SEMI-FBIALS: Thames Vafcy Tigere v 
Sheffield Shate (Oec 9. TEA). LeopaO. v 
Newcastle Eagles (Dec 16. Dec 23) 

■ CRICKET: Wisden. the 
sports bible. launched its first 
Australian edition by naming 
Belinda Dark as Australian 
Cricketer of the Year. Clark, 
captain of the national 
women's team, won the award 
ahead of the entire Australia 
men’s team. Her recent 
achievements indude 
captaining the winning Ashes 
and World Cup teams. In the 
latter, she was player of the 
series and set a world record 
score of 229 not out in a 
one-day international. 

■ SQUASH: The chances of 
the World Open tide coining 
to Britain for the first time 
improved yesterday when 
Jansher Khan, the eight-times 
winner, withdrew for the 
second year in succession. 
Peter Nicol of Scotland, is 
top seed for the event in 
Qatar later this month. 

■ RUGBY LEAGUE: Eric 
Ashton, the former Wigan 
and Great Britain captain, 
was honoured for his 45 years 
in the game when he received 
the Rugby League Writers’ 
Association merit award. 


ATHLETICS: LONDON AND PARIS COMPETE TO HOST 2003 WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS 

Edmonton’s gain is boost for Britain 


GREAT Britain’s bid to bring the 2003 
world championships to Wembley was 
given impetus yesterday when the Inter¬ 
national Amateur Athletic Federation 
(IAAF) chose Edmonton. Canada to host 
the 2001 event If the 2001 championships 
had been awarded to Paris, the odds 
would have shifted towards the 2003 
event going outside Europe. 

Lobbying for Britain to host the 
world’s third biggest sporting event — 
only the football World Cup and Olym¬ 
pic Games command greater global inter¬ 
est — wflj intensify this weekend. David 
Hemery. who was installed on Tuesday 
as the president of Athletics UK, will lead 
a British delegation to Monte Carla 
where the IAAF stages its end-of-year 
awards dinner on Sunday. 

“This leaves London in the running,” 


By David Powell 

ATHLETICS CORRESPONDENT 

an IAAF spokesman said after it was re¬ 
vealed that Edmonton would become 
only the second non-European host of 
championships, first held in 1983. Since 
Tokyo hosted in 1991, they have been 
staged In Stuttgart (1993). Gothenburg 
(1995) and Athens (1997). Seville will host 
the event next year. 

The pressure that had been mounting 
on the IAAF to take the championships 
outside Europe has now, to the relief of 
British officials, been eased. “This is 
good news for us," Jayne Pearce, the 
spokeswoman for British athletics, said 

last night 

The world championships at Wembley 

in 2003 would be the most important 


athletics event staged in Britain since the 
1948 Olympic Games, and of more global 
interest than any sports event in this coun¬ 
try since the 1966 football World Cup. 
Financial backing through. National 
Lottery funding has been agreed in princi¬ 
ple by the UK and English sports coun¬ 
cils and Tony Banks, the Minister for 
Sport has pot Government support into 
motion. 

Paris made only a half-hearted attempt 
to win the nomination for the 2001 cham¬ 
pionships, using it as a marker for.2003- 
The French capital is likely to be the 
strongest rival for London, although Ber¬ 
lin could be a late runner. A decision on 
the venue for 2003 is expected in April. 

□ The IAAF also announced yesterday 
that Lisbon would stage the 2001 world 
indoor championships. 
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GOLF 


Hurley fit 
for new 
school test 


From John Hopkins, golf correspondent 

IN SAN ROQUE, SPAIN 


IF THE qualifying school is a 
school of hand knocks, that 
few have had a harder or more 
derisive knock than Simon 
Hurley. One stroke with a 
rakUron during a tournament 
in Spain early in 1996 resulted 
in so much damage to his arm 
that the Bristol professional 
has hardly played golf since. 

Still, there are bad knocks 
and calamitous ones, and the 
moment that Hurley's dub col¬ 
lided with what he thought 
was a pebble on a course in 
Tarragona was definitely one 
of the former. Despite having 
had three operations on his 
elbow, tendons and wrist, and 
being limited to less than three 
months' golf in nearly three 
years. Hurley, 34, is in the 
thick of it ai the qualifying 
school. 

After rounds of 68 at 
Sotogrande and 70 at San 
Roque he is on 138, six under 
par, and in joint third place. 
Among those in his wake are 
Paul Way, Steven Richardson, 
Wayne Rfley, Richard Bootall, 
Mac O’Grady and Justin 
Rose. 

Funny old game, golf- FTom 
the start the beginner hears 
other golfers saying: “Practice 
makes perfect” Professionals 
and top amateurs use phrases 
such as “musde memory”, “re¬ 
petitive action" and “no inspi¬ 
ration without perspiration”. 
And here is a man who has hit 
fewer balls in the past 1.000 
days than any of his rivals 
have in the past one. 

Clearly, Hurley is talented. 
In fact, he is so talented that 
when he played with his left 
arm only during recuperation 
he reached a handicap of low 
single figures. As journalists 
gathered to interview him yes¬ 
terday and a photographer 



Huriey: m contention 


waited. Hurleys face bore a 
wry smile at the incongruity of 
it all ‘There is a tong way to 
go yen,” he sakL T just hope 
that people will still want to 
talk to me and take my picture 
•on Monday.” 

The Hurleys are a well- 
known family in Bristol Hur¬ 
ley Sr got down to a handicap 
of three within 12 months of 
taking up golf, bit quickly 
found himself preoccupied 
with the garage he owns. Mar¬ 
tin, his elder son, and Simon 
attended Bristol Grammar 
School, where Martin had the 
choice of doing Greek or geo_ 
graphy at O level. He chose 
Greek and went on to read 
Classics at New College, 
Oxford. 

“Simon is as bright as me.” 
Martin said erf me brother 
whose bag he is carrying this 
week. “It is just that he chose 
to play golf." Simon got nine O 
levels, including Latin, which 
suggests that he and. his broth¬ 
er form tite most academically 
gifted player-caddie partner¬ 
ship here. 

Simon Hurley played ama¬ 
teur golf while running a pet¬ 
rol station until his money ran 
out. “It took time before 1 real¬ 
ised that the better I did as an 
amateur, the more it cost me,” 
he said. Tn one English Ama¬ 
teur I got through more 
rounds than I expected. I 
couldn’t afford my accommo¬ 
dation so 1 spent the last two 
nights before I got knocked 
out sleeping in my car." 

At 22 he turned professional 
and for most years since has 
attended the school in an 
attempt to win his card. Most 
years he has failed. He has so 
little money that be lives at 
home and does not own a car. 
The vehicle that he and Mar¬ 
tin drove to Spain was “half- 
inched" from his father's ga¬ 
rage. “I’m quite good at half- 
inching and even better at for¬ 
getting to give die keys back.” 
Hurley stud. 

A 34-year-old who stiff lives 
at home sounds like a boy who 
will not grow up. “As long as I 
can afford to play golf then I 
want to —at least until there is 
a job I can do that will pay me 
well,” he said. “I am the only 
one it is hurting. I would rath¬ 
er do something I enjoy. Every¬ 
one in sport wants to see what 
they can do. So do I." In Spain 
so far he has done rather well 



LEADING QUALIFYING SCHOOL SCORES 


LEADHtS AFTER TWO ROUNDS 
(Greet Britain and kaiand (riess stated): 
137: R Dnonmond 70, 67; H Nystrom 
(9we) G6.71.13ft S Huriey 68.70; P Mag- 
nebrant (Swe) 69, 69.136: F Valera (Sp) 
66, 73: J NuU (Vein) ES. 70.140c I Hrtch- 
ings 72, 68; G Og*y (Aua) 68. 71; C 
Rotes (Sp) 68, 72 141: E Canortfca (#) 
75,68: FW Dertoan (Hql) 70. 71; C Walls 
72. BK J Wade (Aus) 74,67; C Monaeterio 
(Arg) 73,68: B Dredge 71.70.142:ABon- 
fwmmo (Aua) 67, 75; GJ Sand 72, 70; P 
Way 70,72; AMcLardy (SA) 72,70; STai- 
boc (Can) 73. 68; M LuKtafl (9we) 69. 
73; J Setoera (9we) 70. 72; A Binagtt (ft) 
71. 71.143: S Richardson 73, 70; J Afiltl 
(Sp) 71. 72; J Quids (Sp) 71, 72. A 
McLean 78.65: J Rystrom (Swe) 74.69, M 
King 74,68; J Chous (Fi) 70, 73.144: B 
Ha nh omnun Qcel 70, 74; H Bjamstad 
(Nofl 73.71; R Ban 76.68; J Robinson 75. 


69; S Wakefield 70,74; B TaBeria (ft) 78, 
68; P Vfente* 72.72; R Berate (Sri 73.71. 
145: PLWiart ($0)72,73. D Borrego (Sp) 
74,71; E IMe 72. 73; M Welch 75, 7Ct J 
«ur (Swe) 73.72; D Parti 73.72: M Pluig- 
ton 73, 72; O Seft»g pwo) 76, 69; A 
Sato [^5)73,72; B Meteor (US) 73,72; M 
Rratep) 73.72;A Hanson (Dan) 73.72G 
Rojas (Arg) 71,74.146: W Rfey (Aus) 70. 
7B; R Bamfl 74,72; □ NoustoK (pn 72. 
74; I Qjnar (Sri 7a 73. K Storaaasd (beri 

74, 72; K Brink (Swe) 72. 74; K Jones 72. 
74; D Lyrei 78.68; H P Thusl (Go) 76.70; 
N Ludweti 75,71; S Johnson (US) 73,73; A 
Sobtrtx) (PoO 74,72; R lee 76,70; N Rod¬ 
erick 77, 69; JM Curies (Sp) 73, 73; M 
Badriiauan (Pon) 7a 73; M Brier (Austria) 

75, 71; P Winston 74. 72; E Rawfings 73. 
7S M San8 00 74, 72; C lanate (Vert 70, 
76; S Hud 73.73:8 CorteTteaJ (Porj 74, 
72. Other scone 151: J Rose 78,73. 


THE day's play was oven 
they had wound down by par¬ 
taking of lunch at one of the 
restaurants that line the hap - 
bour of a nearby fishing vil¬ 
lage before returning to see if 
the score they had set much 
earlier in the day was still 
good enough to lead. It was; 
at last with relief, they could 
smile again. 

The Jead after the first 
round of the national final of 
The Times Mees Pierson Cor¬ 
porate Golf Challenge at the 
La Manga Chib yesterday 
was taken by Benson Mc- 
Garvey Henderson, a Notting¬ 
ham-based firm of independ¬ 
ent financial advisers. Their 
experience could not have 
been more dissimilar than 
when they won their regional 
final last month. 

The team kept everybody 
waiting until the last possible 
moment in the East Midlands 
event at Forest Pines before 
churning their place at La 
Manga. TTsen. they were tbe fi¬ 
nal team on the course and 
were thus spared the pain of 
waiting and hoping. 

TTiis time around, a combi¬ 
nation of poetic justice and 
the luck of the draw created 
unbearable mental anguish 
for the foursome. 

It was just after 830 on a 
sunlit but breezy morning 
that Batson McGarvey Hend¬ 
erson became the first team of 


From Mel Webb 
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the 14 playing here to set foot 
on die South Course. Some 
4 Vt hours and 18 holes later, 
they had finished with 84 Sta- 
bfeford points and were left 
facing a two-hour wait before 
their halfway lead could be 
confirmed. 

McGarvey, the captain, 
probably did the right thing 
in whisking his men off to 
lunch: if they had lingered, 
the agony might have been 
too much for them to cope 
with. 

The score assembled by Mc¬ 
Garvey and his three team- 
males, Trevor Coupe. Mark 
Glister and Phil Shelton, 
looked good when they went 
through the turn with 40 
points to their name and by 
the tone they had played 15 
holes they had added a fur¬ 
ther 31. indnding a seven- 
point haul on (be 15th. Caister 
led the way with a wonderful 


Westwood and Els make solid progress 


LEE WESTWOOD and Ernie EIs, an 
Anglo-South African duo who could 
generate a fair bit of scrummaging 
power between them, were limbering 
up for an encounter of a less bruising 
kind after both scored 68, three under 
par, in the first round of the Dunlop 
Phoenix tournament yesterday. 

The two towering talents were handi¬ 
ly placed two shots behind the leader, 
Ryoken “Ricky” Kawagishi, a chunky 
Japanese whose 66 featured five bird¬ 
ies, an eagle and 28 putts. Darren 


From Patricia Dawes in miyazaki, japan 


Clarke, an Irishman who also has 
some beef to put behind the baft, spoilt 
a good days play with a bogey six at 
die last for a disappointing 70. a finish 
replicated by Josfe Maria Olaz&bal, his 
Ryder Cup colleague. 

Since Westwood was seven shots 
behind the leader after the first round 
of last week’s event, which he went on 
to win. he was quite content. “It wasn’t 
pretty but I gat it round,” he said. 


“Now ifs back to the range to work it 
out again." Even so, be drove well 
enough and bagged five birdies, three 
of them in the last seven holes. 

At the last, a par five of S2S yards, 
where Clarke had 230 yards to the 
green but Mocked his second shot with 
a three-wood into the black pines that 
line the fairways, Westwood did not 
even consider going for ic. He laid up 
with a three-iron, then hit a fob wedge 
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to three feet from 70 yards and holed 
the putt. 

Els eased round without a bogey. He 
holed from four feet for a birdie four at 
the seventh, from two indies for a bird¬ 
ie three at the eighth and from six Feet 
for a birdie two at the Iith. 

□ Nick Faldo led England to a solid 
start at the World Cup of Goff with a 
first round four-under-par 68 in New 
Zealand. David Carter’s one-over 73 
left the team score at three under— sev¬ 
en strokes adrift of Japan, the leaders. 


Answers from page SO 
HYGR1C 

(e) Relating to water or mois¬ 
ture. From the Greek hygros, 
moist. 

NASTAUK 

(b) A Persian cursive script, 
characterised by rounded 
forms and elongated horizon¬ 
tal strokes. The Arabic means 
“hanging writing”. 

NASUTUS 

(b) Having a big nose. The Lat¬ 
in nasus means nose, nasutus 
having a nose. *The prolonga¬ 
tion and form of the head of 
these Nasuti may be fairly de¬ 
scribed as adaptation to useful 
aids." 

NUDNIK 

(a) Someone who pesters, 
nags, or irritates. A bore. 
Russian from the Yiddish for 
tedious or boring. _ 

SOLUTION TO 
WINNING MOVE 
1 Rh5+! gxh5: 2 Rg7+ KhS; 3 
Qh6 checkmate. 



Stars come out for charity 


BBC Chfldren in Need 1998 
BBCl. 7Wpm 

It is that time again, when telly celebrities do daft 
thing s and there is no getting away from Terry 
WoSn for a whole evening- Tnis year, there isno 
getting away from Gaby Roslin. either. Good, bad 
or dreadful, the fare is in the best possible cause 
and you can always send a donation and swuch 
across to another channel. Among tonight's attrac¬ 
tions are TV cooks, including Ainsley Harriott and 
Antony Worrall-Thompson. doing a sort of tml 
Monty, Till Dando turning quiz show host, sundry 
groups ted by the Spice Girls plugging their new 
singles and Denise Van Outen pretending she (s 
KyOe Minogue. Tony Bennett. Boyrone. Hugh 
Scully. Dale Winton... all human life is here or 
roost erf it. The target id beat is the impressive £20.9 
million raised last year, the best total since 1991. 

WDderness Walks 
BBCL 8.00pm 

Cameron McNeish rounds off ftis enjoyable series 
in Oregon, where his feDow walkers are Ray and 
Jenny Jardine. The Jardines are an unconventional 
couple who backpack for several months at a rune 
with astonishingly little equipment. They use 
sheets for tents and a lightweight quill for a sleep¬ 
ing bag and cook naturally over open fires. Their 
total pack can weigh no more than an empty ruck¬ 
sack. They are not just walking but communing 
with nature and seeking a heightened state of con¬ 
sciousness, something McNeish is not quite sure 
he understands. But any differences are soon for¬ 
gotten as the trio pick up the Pacific Crest Trail, 
which runs from the Mexican border to Canada, 
and dimb Middle Sister, a mountain which is 
more than 10,000ft high and offers sensational 
views over Oregon. 

Garden Doctors 
Channel 4. SJOOpm 

There is a bit of a story behind tonight’s garden 
makeover. Jacob Marley, whose backyard m Bra- 
ton, South London, is to get the treatment, is a cho¬ 
reographer who has wotted with the Ptt Shop 
Boys and the Rolling Stones. Then he contracted 
meningitis, so badly that he was mid that his brain 
would be severely damaged. He has proved the ex- 
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pens wrong on that but his hearing and sight are 
stiff impaired, and his dealness has alfecfed ms 
sense oftetiance. The challenge fw the. rKjdettt ex¬ 
pens. Paul Thompson and Ann Mane roweii. is 
threefold: to make a small space look taggerto 
turn a wasteland into what Marley howsi will be a 
“magical space" and to offset his disability with 
tots of scent and colour. The solution is deverand 
striking; however, the Elm not only makes light of 
the work involved but omits to say how much it 
cost. 

Streetmate 
Channel 4,930pm 

It is still not dear why Channel 4, of all stations, 
should want to mount its own version of Blind 
Dale but if it has to be dime the raucously aggres¬ 
sive Davina McCall is the ideal host Assuming the 
show is as spontaneous as it appears, one can only 
admire McCall's cheek in approaching total stran¬ 
gers in the street, asking them saucy questions and 
trying to pair them off The right of McCall and 
her camera crew looming into view should be 
enough to send most decent-thinking people run¬ 
ning for their lives. But luckily for the show there 
are enough suckers willing to risk embarrassment. 
McCall folds them tonight on the streets of Mid¬ 
dlesbrough and the beaches of Newquay but. as 
tends to happen on this show, the build-up is a lot 
more interesting than the finish. Peter waymark 


RADIO CHOICE 


Caister, of the Benson McGarvey Henderson team, takes his time over a putt 

McGarvey’s rivals left 
with food for thought 


three-wood from 230 yards to 
12ft and a single putt fora nett 
eagle and four points and 
Shelton, so steady all day. 
holed a 6ft putt for nett birdie 
and three. 

The honour of going out 
last today was beckoning, and 
although they scored only 
three points on the tough par- 
three 17th — Coupe the sav¬ 
iour with a five-wood tee shot 
to 20ft — they finished with 
flags flying and drums beat¬ 
ing a triumphant tattoo with 
six points on die home hole. It 
was that and the seven they 
had posted on the 15th. that 
gave them a two-point lead 
over Hatch End Fruit with 
Xtra-vision and Higar Ulti¬ 
mate a further two points 
adrift. 

All four members of the 
leading team had moments 
when they stepped forward 
and played brief solos, but by 
and large this was a team ef¬ 
fort in which success depend¬ 
ed more cm elegant harmony 
than individual brUUance. If 
they produce more of the 
same today, the soag they win i 
have sung will bring the | 
house down. 

SCORESc 84; Benson McGarvey Hender¬ 
son. 82: rttfcii End Fiuil lid 80c X&a-vi- 
stav Hpa Lft&Tsrtfi. 79: Mtton Ksyms and 
North Bucte Chanter o( Commarco 78: 
Wooden Spoon Soc«ty. 7Sc Aston Ck*on 
Ckrtol Parnttirtcr: Northern keiand BucJnc 
By pfe 74: Interfocus 73: Forrans Piston 
SenkxUd 72: TetraLaK*. 68: British Steel 
Distribution; Vardon Hotel and Rtness. 67: 
WUsOcnoonCorpade. 


Letter from America 
Radio 4,8.45pm 

Alistair Cooke has been all awr the Radio 4 sched¬ 
ules this week, including a reading of Nick 
Clarke’s biography of the great man which has 
been serialised all week (9.45am) and which ends 
this morning. The reason for the excitement is 
Cooke’s 90th birthday, which faffs today, so that is 
sufficient reason to rune in to Letter From America. 
Cooke’s weekly radio talk began in March 1946, so 
as a broadcast historyof the postwar United Stales 
it is without parallel. The gentle style and the mid- 
Atlantic tones tend to disguise the fact that hoe is 
one of the sharpest of commentators on American 
life. And Cooke's discourses have the further distin¬ 
guishing mark that you can never tell what they 
are about just by listening to the first five minutes. 


RADIO 1 (BBC) 


630am Zoe Ban 9.00 Simon Mayo 12.00 Kevin Greening. 
Includes 1230pm Newsbeat 2.00 Mark Raddrffe 400 Chris 
Moyfes 5j45 Newsbeat 6.00 Pete fang’s Essential Selection 
9.00 Judge Jules 11.00 Westwood Ratfio 1 Rap Show 
2.00am Fabio and Grooverider 4 DO Charte Jordan 


The Friday Play: The Destiny of Nathalie X 
Radio 4,9.00pm 

A radio adaptation by William Boyd of his fictional 
documentary, a merritess and very funny parody 
of the Hollywood machine in all its glorious gro¬ 
tesqueness. John Sessions plays five or the charac¬ 
ters in die story of Aurdien No, a young African 
film-maker who wins a coveted prize for his first 
short him. be Destin de Nathalie X. He derides to 

use the prize-money to remake the film in Holly¬ 
wood. This could be a launching pad for a piece 


RADIO 2 (BBC) 


6D0am Sarah Kennedy730Wake Up to Wogan 9 30 Richard 
AHnson 12.00 John invwdale 2J»pn Ed Stewart £05 Des 
Lynam 7-00 Hubert Gregg 7 JO Friday NgN Is Music rti^it 
9.15 Wuthemg Heights. Emrty Bronte's classic tale 07) 9J0 
Listen to the Band iojoo David Jacobs 10J0 The Arts 
Programme 12UXJ Lynn Parsons 4-OOaxn Jackie Bird 


RADIO 5 LIVE (BBC) 


5JOam Morning Reports &00 Breakfast 9JO Mcky Campbefl 
12.00 The Mdday News. HeadSnes from arouid the world, 
unpin Ruscoe and Co 4in Drive 7 j 00 News Extra 7 JO Alan 
Green's Sportsnigtt. Stodio guests debate the week's sporting 
action and took ahead to the weekend. Inducing coverage at 
the tSwston three match Mansfield Town v Barnet 1CLOO Late 
Night Live UXtent Up AH Night 


Ohm Jonathan Ross 9J0 Russ WiBains IJOOpra Nick 
Abbot 4 jOO Bobby Main 7i» Wheels d Seel 11JOO Janey Lee 
Grace 2.00am Richard Vtest 


TALK RADIO 


5Jttam BH Overton 6.00 The Breakfast Show 900 Scott 
Chisholm 12L00 Lorraine Kefly ZJOQpcn Anna Raeburn 4.00 
Peter Deefe/s Driwtrne 6 j 00 The Sports Zone &00 James 
Whales 10J» M3ui Alen 1 -OOam fan Colins 


640am On Air with Stephanie B 
(Concerto in C minor, BWV1 


s. Includes Bach 
; Janacek 


9-00 H ast e nwort m with Peter Hobday, includes 
Borodin (in the Steppes of Central Asia); Lectafr 
(Sonata in 0, Op 13 No 2); Vaughan WiSiams 
(Three Shakespeare Songs); Poulenc (Piano 
Concerto); Pate (La lombeau de Claude 
Debussy); Martinu Sonatina); Sgar (Overture: 
Alassio, In the South). 

10-30 Artist of the week: Charles Mackerras 
11JP0 Sound Stories: Mary SheBey 
12.00 Composor of (he week: Brauns 

1- OOpmTne Radio 3 Lunchtime Concert 

Jean-Phfltope CoJIard, piano M 

2- 00 The BSC Orches tra s BBC National Orchestra of 

Wales under Manss Jansorts and Mark 
Wiggiesviiorth, With Anne Evans, soprano. Brahms 
(Symphony No 3 in FJ; Wagner 
(WesriKfonk-Ueder. air Mottf; Suile: Die 
Meistersingef von Numberg); Beethoven 
(Symphony No 5 in C minor) 

4J» Music Restored (r) 

4- 45 Music Machine with Verity Step 

5- 00 to Turn The organist Simon FYeston talks to Sean 

Rafferty about he career 


5-30ran fFM) Work] News 
5-30 run Test M atch Special Australia v England 
S35 tFm Stopping 5L40 inshore Forecast 

5- *5 (FM) Prayer te r tire Day With Canon Mick France 
5JfT (FM) FSrmhig Today with Anna H# 

6- 00 rFM only unitt 7.00am) Today introduced by 

Sue MacGregor and John Humptwys 
84S (LW) Yesterday in Parfanent 
9-00 Desert Island Discs Moole Kidman (rt 

ftAS (LW) An Act of Worshto 

i,««S£@3 ) ’t aransebu " ,usao,yW 

12L00 (FM) News 12.04pm You and Yours Liz Barclay 
„ Wa,e ***** more oonsuner ooneems 

1 ^0 Scrran Test Brian Sibley chains the Wm quiz Iran 

^ Broadvray Cinema in Nottingham 

2JOO The Archers M 

2- 15 i y te m P on . p taY Hrti Shakespeare Robert Nye’s 

^aniateattonotlesnovWtookBTg at Shatespeare 
through the dark eyes ot Ns wMe Anna. Stamnn 
»M 8 ?? 0 aeed Cranham (r) 

3X0 Making tflstory Roger WStes helps listeners lo 
_ research the* own tiistoncai mysteries 

3- 30 13,1 Peacock nvBSliQates the human 

desire tor revenge (5/5) 

MS Feedback with Chris Dunkley 
ADO Open Book Humphrey Carpenier (rl 

4J0 Tha Mesraoa Alex BrotSe and his guests discuss 
current metia trends 

5XK) PM with Clare English and Chns Lowe 

6to0 Six O’clock Now 

Aaronovitchie^^f^^^^ise^taScfen^ 


about a film ruined by Hollywood, bat that would 
be too easy and too predictable- Instead, Boyd has 
Aurelien making his film unmoved by the mania 
around him and mdeed incorporating some of the 
madder figures, who indude the man with the 
deanest teeth in Hollywood. Peter Barnard 


BBC WORLD SERVICE 


SJXtani The World Today 030 The Way We Are &45 
Transplantations 7JJ0 News 7.15 Ofl the Shelf: One of Ours 
3/12 7-30 Music Review &00 Nsws 8.10 Pause tor Thought 
8.15 Wesiway 8-30 John Peel axm News; (648 only) News in 
German 9D5 WOrkt Bustoess Report 9.15 Early Versions 9J0 
Speakrig of Engfcft 9-45 Sports Round-Up IOJOO Newsdesk 
1030 Assignmenl 11 DO Newsdask 1130 Focus on Faih 
12.00 News 12D5pm World Buanass Report 12.15 Britain 
Today 1230 Wood. Guts and Brass 12-45 Sports Rouid-Up 
IDO Newshour 2.00 News 2D5 Ottoook 230 lAittradc 
Aftemafive 3D0 News, (648 only) News in German 3L05 
Football Extra 3.15 To Be Continued 330 Science in Action 
4D0 News 4.15 Sowdwoifcs430 insight; (548 only) News in 
German 4j45 Britain Today 5-00 Europe Today 530 World 
Business Report SAS Sports Round-Up 6D0 Newsdesk 630 
Focus On Faith, (648 only) News in German 7.00 Nems 
Summary 7D1 Outlook 735 Pause For Thought 730 
MuBttrack Alternative 8D0 Newshou 9-00 News 9D5 World 
Business Report 9.15 Britain Today 930 People and Ponies 
10D0 Newsdask 1030 Jnsigrt 1CL45 Sports Round-Up 11D0 
News 11D5 Outiook 1130 MufMrack Aftemative 12.00 
Newsdesk 1230am From the Weekfies 12.45 Britain Today 
IDO Newsdesk 130 To Be Continued 135 Poems by Post 
2D0 Newsday230 People and PoKics 3.00 News 3D5 World 
Business Report 3.15 Sports Rouid-Up330Sdence in Action 
4DO Newsdesk 430Insight 445 Off the Shed 


CLASSIC FM 


6DOam Nick Baie/s Easier Breaklast 8D0 Henry Kelly. 
Indudea the HaH ol Fame itour 12D0 Lunchtime Requests 
2D0pm Concerto. Beetfioven (VtaSn Concerto In D major) 3D0 
Jamie Crick. Includes Continuous Classics 630 NewsrrighL 
Top stories and Interviews with guests from the arts world 
Presented by John Burning 7/00 Smooth Classics at Seven 
9D0 Evening Concert Core® (Concerto Grosso No 8 in G 
rrmor). Boccherini (Swing Quartet to C rrwior); AtotoaBtio (Coel 
Estes. Angefid Chorl). Schubert (Quartet No 2 In F minar); 
Tartfri (VtaSn Concerto In G); VivaW ptabat Mater) 11 DO Main 
at Night 2D0am Concerto (r) 3D0 Mark Gffiths 


730 Perfor ma itce on 3 BBC Symphony Orchestra 
under TafaaW Otaka, S^ri Stravinsky 
(Symphonies of Wind Instruments); Per Morgan 
(Bach to the Future, first UK pertormance) 8.10 
Sound Read. Mm Hewett reviews the toiest bor 
on music with foe joumafist Geoffrey Wheatcrof 
arat lhe professor of Encash sturSes, Simon Fri 
„ ^ Ca ? cen ’ PM i** 3 - S*eCus (Syrr?3hony No 

930 Pos^pt Magman te the WBenntum Gil 
Pyrah consders Magnum’s work as art and asi 
wh£ti the future holds (5V5) 

9AS Leroy Anderson Indudes Fbrooifen Oreams 
performed by the Saint Louis Symphony 
Orchestra irider Leonard Station 
10M & ar ? nd N° "(8omdtig1ha Century) Vet* 
Sharp aiiroducas higfhbghts from a con^tin 
London s Barbican Haffl feaiiriTg a rare 
appearance from the saxophone! John Zorn, w 
heads a rme-piece ensernbte which inductes th 
New Yortr vrobnrst Mark Fekfmai and the ceffist 
Er* Friedfender 

IIDO Puiifc Jazz: A Portrafl of Jtaco Raatoriwr Foui 
programmes m which Charles Shear Murray tell 
the rematkabte story of (he bass ptayertfT 
12.00 Composer of the Week: Debussv M 
IDOam Through the Night with Donald Madeod 


^^thespirvdoctOT. freSng the truth t 
7.00 The Archers 

715Ffancine aock P fBSems theni 

7>t5 Stffl Waters fr) 

rased ^ the latest 

Sc0ttand ' jQna henDfrrtJ 
amSee Choice 

Rosaleen Pelan. See Choice Y 638 

«!affl»js2saaL P 

11D0 Late Night on 4: Lata Tackie Eleanor Old 
and guests with more fele-nUttma 
conversion and features. 

Pegn their campaign fonfeTSTO Vi 

S^ssssaaspas 


ffteXIENCY GUIDE RADIO 1. FM 97.6-99.8 RADIO 2. FM 88 ft.Qno D . n . M . ^ 
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Bite-sized approach means less to chew on 
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A part from an opening one 
hour special, the new Dis¬ 
patches (Channel 4) format 
is now of half-hour investigative 
documentaries on difficult social 
issues. Presumably this reduction 
is to do with ratings and an 
assumption of evcr-shoner atten¬ 
tion spans. There have beat some 
terrific Dispatches in the past — 
wdl-researched. thoughtful and 
powerfully presented. It would be 
a serious loss to viewer choice if the 
slot went “tabloid". 

Last night’s programme was on 
gang rape by young, often under¬ 
age. black boys of predominantly 
black victims, also usually under¬ 
age. It is hard to imagine a more 
explosive cocktail: sex. race, viol¬ 
ence. gang criminality and the 
abuse of children by children. 

Having latched on to the idea 
that such attacks were on the 
increase, die Dispatches team 
collated their own national data on 
rapes carried out by three or more 


boys over the past few years. They 
found that 14 cases had come to 
court since 19%. involving charges 
against 79 youths. Of these attacks. 
°n e J?' a ? by m Asian gang* nine by 
all-black gangs and the remaining 
tour gangs all included black boys. 
Eighty per cent of the accused were 
Wack. as were most of the victims. 
Half the attacks occurred in the 
Brixton area. 

The details were as ghastly as 
you might imagine. Girls of 12.13, 
and 14 years, surrounded at a bus- 
stop. snatched from a youth dub. 
terrorised with threats of violence, 
frog-marched to an empty flat or 
nlthy pee-soaked basement and 
repeatedly raped by boys Queueing 
as if to use a urinal. 

One of two girls raped by about 
35 boys between them was forced 
back on a set of concrete stairs for 
two hours. She could hardly stand 
afterwards. She was in pain for 
weeks, barely able to walk. Heav¬ 
en only knows what it will have 


done to her psychologically. It is 
the kind of atrodty normally 
associated with particularly vi¬ 
cious warfare. The number of 
incidents is hardly epidemic but 
one is one too many and suggests a 
terrifying level of dehumanisation. 

Y ou don’t have to be Einstein 
to see the problem that the 
public airing of this topic 
poses to the black community. It 
appears to confirm all the nastiest 
racial stereotypes about black men 
and dysfunctional black family 
life. It could easily be seized on by 
“politically incorrect" sections of 
the media who could triumphantly 
parade this con fi rmation of. their 
readers’ phobias and prejudices 
while wallowing saiadously in the 
details of the crime. The excesses of 
the few would become, yet again, 
the myth of the many. 

Darcus Howe, always some¬ 
thing of a maverick, decided to co¬ 
operate with the production 
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despite the misgivings of his co- 
Brixtonians. The burly presenter 
can be infuriatingly mealy- 
mouthed. pompous and illogical. 
This time his thinking has been 
crystal-clear and unanswerable. 
This is going on. It is appalling. 
The community needs to work out 
why it is happening and stop it 
This view was shared by Lee 
Parker, a Brixton community 
worker and the only black com¬ 


mentator prepared to talk on 
camera. “Many people would 
ostracise you for talking about 
this." he noted. 1 hope they don’t- 

But the general lack of co¬ 
operation meant we got little 
insight into why it was happening. 
There was some discussion of 
bodies maturing before emotions. 
(Is die desire to degrade and abuse 
a normal pan of emotional imma¬ 
turity?) There were some revealing 
fragments about attitudes to girls 
among gang members, dividing 
them into girlfriends and “slags" 
White boys do that at least as 
much as black, boys. But many of 
these girls weren’t even branded in 
this way. Some were seized, virtu¬ 
ally at random. 

Two mothers were prepared to 
talk, their faces obscured, and 
were obviously in denial. There 
was “no way they’d rape” they said 
of their convicted sons, and. pa¬ 
thetically: “Bpys will be boys. Girls 
will be girls." 


As for Dispatches, a topic so 
horrible, so riddled with difficult 
issues, intractable problems and 
far-reaching implications, was al¬ 
ways going to tesi the new short 
format to the limit Inevitably it 
was found wanting, and the court¬ 
room reconstructions, and modish 
switches into black-and-white or 
skj-mo, began to look glib. 


Darcus Howe, which, in fairness, 
should be seen as an extension of 
the programme. I hope it casts a 
little more light on a subject which 
cried out for much fuller investiga¬ 
tion and analysis. 

Man's inhumanity other human 
beings was also on the agenda on 
BBGTs Science At War, which 
dealt with the history of biological 
warfare. This was traced bad: to 
Japanese experiments during the 
1937 campaign in China. (Presum- 
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6 . 00 am Business Breakfast (77575) 

7 J10 Breakfast News (T) (47759) 

9.00 Kflroy (T) (8454827) 

9.40 Style Challenge Hairdresser of me Year 
nominees offer makeovers to audience 
members‘in relum for a donation to 
Children In Need (9297778) 

10.05 City Hospital (9324391) 

10.55 News (T) (9184575) 

11.00 Real Rooms (9194952) 

11.25 Can’t Cook, Won’t Cook (T) (9104339) 

11.55 News (T) (8911074) 

12J» Pass the Buck (4732049) 12^ 5pm 

Going for a Song (4711556) 12^0 The 
Weather Show (T) (85365448) 

1.00 News (T) and weather (40846) 

'LSO Regional News (T) (73157310) 

1.40 Neighbours (T) (67776827) 

2JDB Chfldren In Need: The Hnal 

Countdown (T) (17643440) 

2J25 Ironside (r) (9949681) 3.15 The Weather 
Show (r) (T) (2655020) 

i> 3_9s playdays (r) (6885594) 3.45 Bananaman 
(r) (T) (8387136) 3^0 The All-New 
Popeye Show (r) (T) (3441778)3.55 Dear 
Mr Barker (7038865) 4.10 Ace Ventura. 

. Pet Detective ff) (9098778) 4.35 Linford's 
Record Breakers (T) (7668407) 5.00 
Newsround (T) (4399117) 5.10 Blue Peter , 
(T) (5604914) 

5.35 Neighbours (r) (T) (672488) 

(LOO News (T) and weather (223) 

6l30 Regional News (T) (575) 

7M BgSBgg Children in Need The Spice 
E fflg ffi f ai Girls get the star-studded 
telethon off to a start; and Carol Smiflie 
presents a special edition oi Changing 
Rooms (8391) 

7JO Regional Update From the Lakeside 
shopping centre in Thurrock, inducting a 
special Antiques Roadshow (696049) 

7.40 Children in Need Boyzone. B’witched, 
Matthew Marsden, and Denise Van 
Outer and Johhny Vaughan keep the 
music coming; Desmond Lynam reveals 
how much Radio 2 listeners have raised. 
Plus: the person whose donation breaks 
the first million will be collected from their 
home and brought to London (878285) 

9.00 News CD and weather (4310) 

9.30 Children in Need The second half of the 
evening gets under way with the cast of 
Coronation Street performing a musical 
tribute to the disco age: an edition of 
Bullseye featuring the cast of Men 
Behaving Badly and Jill Dando- Music 
from Culture Club. Martlne McCutcheon 
and M People. The Ready. Steady. Cook 
chete, perform a tribute to The Full Monty 
(89763778) 

11.35 Regional Update Lakesiders Emma 
Boundy sings and a gospel choir leads 
the singing tn a nationwide link-up 
performance of My Way (362914) 

12.00 Children In Need Including the cast o( 
West Side Story performing hits from the 
show; and the stars of Come Danang 
ceiebraiinQ their 50th anniversary 
(342315) 

1.45am Grand Total (1488599) 

1.50 Weather (1478112) 

1.55 BBC News 24 


VIDEO Plus* and VIDEO PHb+ codas 

The numbers after each programme are (or VIDEO 
Ph*+ programming lusx enter the VIDEO Plus* 
numbens! for the retevam programme^ otic. W 
video recorder for easy taping. 

For more delate call VIDEO Mum on 0640 750710. 
Calls charged at 25p per minute at aO omes 
VIDEO F'luS+<9.14 BLaci lands Trc. London. SW3 2SP 
VIDEO Pfus+<9 s a registered trademark of Oemstar 
Development Corporation. C 1996 


!__ -/-.j 

6J5am Jets and Black Holes (9763117} 
7.00 Hairy Jeremy (r) (5519488) 74)5 
Tetetubbies (r) (2313730) 7.30 Tom and 
Jerry Kids (2122469) 735 Smart (r) (T) 
(5424759) 8.20 Robinson Sucroe (r) (I) 
(9017204) 8.45 Johnson and Friends (r) 
(6722310) 8.55 Hairy Jeremy (r) 
(5211681) 

9.00 Storytime (T) (7329556) 9.10 See You. 
See Me (5707730) 9.30 Watch (8371049) 
9-45 Come Outside (8369204) 10.00 
Teletubbies (r) (93440) 10.30 
Megamaths (9740846J 10.50 Look and 
Read (9753310) 11.10 Landmarks 
(9692556) 11.30 English File (3907) 
12.00 The Bible m Animation (48827) 
12.30pm Working Lunch (67440) 1.00 
Johnson and Friends 1.10 Sophie 
Gngson’s Herbs (43994865) 1.15 The 
History Hour: Fanning traditions (r) 
(679575) 2.15 Art Shorts (50288730) 

2.20 Racing from Ascot The 2.40; 3.10; and 
the 3A0 races (821391) 

4.00 Change That (7) (3418440) 4.25 Ready. 
Steady, Cook (T) (3428827) 4-55 Lowri: 
Class (T) (5286001) 

5.30 Cricket: The Ashes: Australia v 
England HighSghfc of day one of the first 
Test (T) (952) 

6JX) The Simpsons (r) (T) (987223) 

6.25 Robot Wars IT) (962914) 

6.55 Top of the Pops presented by Jamie 
Theaksfon (T) (477372) 

7.30 Bookworm Kathy Lette reveals the 
secrets ot her success, and ihnllet wrier 
Robert Harris's fascination with dictators 
Last in series (T) (371) 

8.00 IfuiAircl Wilderness Walks Cameron 

fc unytvxi j McNash accornpanies 

Amencan long-distance waiters Ray and 
Jenny Jardine on a trek through the Three 
Sisters Wilderness in Oregon. Last in 
series (T) (5681) 

&30 Gardening Neighbours An update on 

g arden improvements in Kenboume 
irove (T) (1488) 

9.00 Bfockadder Goes Forth: Plan F: 
Goodbyee Final episode of the First 
World War comedy (rj fT) (2952) 




Sanjeev Bhaskar's version of the 
singer Jarvis Cocker (9.30pm) 

9.30 Goodness Gracious Me Asian sketch 
Show (T) (87204) 

10.00 Have I Got News lor You Topical 
satirical quC (49556) 

10.30 Newsnight (T) (195469) 

11.15 Stella Street (T) (853681) 

11.30 Later with Jools Holland The Beautiful 
Souih, Dr John; Joshua Redman and 
Ash (10827) 

12.30 am Comedy Nation (90860) 

1.00 Cafe 21 (46421) 

130-135 Weather 

3.00-5.00 Learning Zone: Active Learning: 
Dynamo (65353) 




6.00am GWTTV (9801339) 

925 Trisha (7) (8579876) 

10.15 This Morning Guests include the 
actress Isabella Rosselini (T) (775778) 

12.15pm HTV News (3526843) 

12.30 News (7) and weather (94594) 

14)0 Shorband Street (35914) 1.30 Home 
and Away (T) (93865) 2.00 The Jerry 
Springer Show (T) (8491515) 

2.40 WALES: Animal Country (2125594) 

2L40 Relative Knowledge (2125594) 

3.10 News CD (7640778) 

3.15 Regional News (7649049) 

3.20 Wizacfora (r) (7820914) 3J0 Archibald 
ttteKoaJa (7011198)'3.45 The Adventures 
of Captain Pugwash (2211020) 4JK 
Bernard's Watch (4531846) 4^0 Fun 
House (T) (3449310) 4^0 Top Ten of 
Everything (2141643) 

5.10 A Country Practice (4518020) 

5.40 News (T) and weather (571310) 

6.00 Home and Away (r) (T) (981049) 

6^5 WALES: Wales Tonight (162643) 

6J25 HTV West Weather (599117) 

6.30 The West Tonight (643) 

7.00 Brace’s Price Is Right Hosted by Bruce 
Forsyth (T) (5989) 

7.30 Coronation Street The Street mourns 
the loss of a favourite son ff) @27) 

8.00 The BUI An old flame poses a tough 
dilemma for Beech (T) (2827) 

9.00 Britain’s Most Waited Crime appeals 
programme featuring reconstructions, 
surveillance footage, police operations 
and features on Britain's most wanted 
criminals (T) (5391) 

10.00 News (T) and weather (69310) 

10^9 Regional Weather (485001) 

10.30 Regional News (218469) I 



Ian Wright, the West Ham and 
England footballer (10.40pm) 

10.40 Friday Night’s AD Wright Footballer Ian 
Wrighr's guests on his chat show are 
Caprice. Sheryl Crow. Afl Saints and the 
faith healer Eileen Drury (222952) 

11.30 The Jerry Springer Show (T) (422310) 
12.10am Soundtrax (7608753) 

12J*5 Pirate TV (7314063) 

12^5 God’s GHt (1430995) 

1J55 C1ub@vis5on (7077363) 

2.40 The Haunted Fishtank (r) (6447334) 
3.10 Smokescreen (b/w, 1964) with Peter 
ppm Vaughan and John Carson. An insurance 
□UU investigator looks into an accident in 
which a burning car crashes off a cliff 
Was it really an act of Fraud? Directed by 
Jim O’Connolly (8929421) 

4.25 Heirloom (r) (52700518) 

4.50 fTV Nfghtscreen (15790860) 

5.00 Coronation Street (0 (T) (21093) 

5.30 News (21228) 


CENTRAL 


As HTV West except; 

1.00pm Echo Point (35914) 

1 JO The Jerry Springer Show (9630198) 
2A0-SL10 Heart of the Country (2125584) 
5.10-5.40 Short!and Street (451BQ20) 
6^5-7.00 Central News (162643) 

11- 30 Nash Bridges (30681) 

12- 3Gam God’s Gift (93402) 

1.30 Chib@vis/on (4147745) 

2.15 World Football (5983131) 

2L4Q seaQuest DSV (8369659) 

3JJ5 Central Jobfinder *98 (739063) 

5-20 Asian Eye (3627044) 


As HTV West except: 

12.15pm Westcountry Hews (3626643) 
12-27-12.30 ifluminatkms (9871223) 

1.00 A Stop in Faith (35914) 

1-30The Jerry Springer Show (9630198) 
2404.10 Westcountry Update (2125594) 
5.08 Birthday People (9148117) 

5.10-5.40 Home and Away (4516020) 
SJXK7.00 Westcountry Live (79285) 
1130 Renegade (248285) 


As HTV West except: 

12.15-1230 Meridian News and Weather 

(3526643) 

135 The Jerry Springer Show (3405117) 
235-3.10 Crafts People (5874117) 

5.10- 5.40 Home and Away (4518020) 
6.00-730 Mericfian Tonight (79285) 

530am Freeecreen (21093) 

As HTV West except 
12.19pm AngfiaAir Watch (9882339) 
130-130 SpBt Second (35914) 

135 The Jerry Springer Show (3405117) 
235-3.10 A Splash of Colour (5874117) 

5.10- 5A0 Shortiand Street (4518020) 

6L23 Anglia Weather (590846) 

635-7.00 AngUa News (162643) 

1039 Anglia Air Watch (485001) 

I l 

Starts: 7.00am The Big Breakfast (30469) 
930 Off Limits (2381827) 935 Schools at 
Work (5551681) 930 Eureka (8366117) 9.45 
Stop, Look, Listen (8354372) 10.00 Hie 
Complete Cosmos (4231285) 10-10 TVM 
(3910952) 1035 Un Deu, Trf—Siapwch! 
(3915407) 10AO Top! En Esparto! (9759594) 
11.00 The Technology Programme 
(4066827) 11.15 Pa Newydd? (4089778) 1130 
Here’s One I Made Earlier (5285) 12.00pm 
Judge Jo Brown (66223) 1230 Sesame 
Street (92136) 1.00 Planed Plant (98063285) 
1.15 Tom os y Tanc (98051440) 130 FILM: 
Saddle the Wind (99643) 3.00 Italian Kitchen 
TWo (9020) 330 Co Hectors' Lot (579) 4.00 
Fifteen-to-One (556) 430 Monte! WBOsms 
(440) 5.00 Planed Plant (1865) 530 
Countdown (420) 6.00 Newyddion 6 (345223) 
6.10 Heno (903827) 730 Pobol y Cwm 
(818049) 735 Y Clwb Rygbi (460533) 8.00 
Cafh Gwtad (7049) 830 Newyddion (6556) 
9.00 Pawb A’l Fam (3933) 1030 BrooksJde 
(728169) 1035 Friends (193310) 11.05 
Eurotrash (696223) 1135 Harry Hill (573371) 
12.05am TF1 Friday (6973402) 1.10 FILM: I . 
Like it Uke That (585353) 3.10 FILM: Kiss 
Them for Me (231605) 435 Dfwedd (1335262) ' 


CHANNEL 4 



Courtney Cox, Lisa Kudrow and 
Jennifer Aniston star (9pm) 

930Friends: The One With All the 
Wedding Dresses Rachel has a jealous 
reaction to news of Ross and Emily's 
engagement. Chandler looks for a 
solution to Joey's snoring (T) (7020) 

93° [Qjffjrar] St rectmot B Davina McCall 
t&PKrfi plays Cupid in Middlesbrough 
and Newquay (7) (72372) 

10.00 Frasier Frasrer and Niles reminisce 
about their year together (r) (T) (67952) 
1030 Eurotrash Cowboy Lai la who has 
brought while-trash US culture to 
Scandinavia (T) (475117) 

11.05 Harry HID (T) (696223) 

1135171 Friday (r) 1420040) 

12.40am! Uke It Uke That (1994) Drama 
□gm about a South Bronx Puerto Rican family. 
Bim Directed by Darnell Marlin (7) (697402) 
2A0 IGss Them for Me (1957) Cary Grant is a 

m Second World War pilot on leave who (alls 
for Suzy Parker. Comedy directed by 
Stanley Donen (T) (804315) 

430 Fugitive Love (r) (92648131) 

435 Infomercial (15793957) 

440 Home to Roost (T) 11049228) 

5.45 Stunt Dawgs (8785808) 


ably poisoning wells in medieval 
Europe or giving blankets infected 
with smallpox to Native Ameri¬ 
cans by United States and British 
officials didn't count) 

Under the guidance of Major 
Shiro Lsfiii, the Japanese set up a 
secret laboratory and factory 
called Unit 731 in northern China. 
There they experimented on Chi¬ 
nese prisoners, using them as live 
human incubators for anthrax, 
cholera, bubonic plague and the 
like. They experimented on the 
local Chinese towns and villages, 
then pretended to “help” to treat 
the “natural” disasters in order to 
gather more data. 

The description of the extraction 
of the Iasi drop of infected blood 
from a chloroformed prisoner was 
one of the most unpleasant mo¬ 
ments in a particularly unpleasant 
night’s viewing. Inevitably the 
Americans let the perpetrators go 
unpunished after the war in order 
to secure their results. 


CHANNEL 5 


5-55 am Sesame Street (60285) 

7.00 The Big Breakfast (30489) 

9.00 Schools: Off Limits — Talking about 

Race (T) (2381827) 935 Schools at Work 
(5551681) 930 Eureka! The Inuit 
(8366117) 9.45 Slop. Look, Listen 
(8354372) 1030 The Complete Cosmos 
(4231285) 10.15 Schools at Work 
(2136600) 1035 Caraxtean Two 
(3915407) 10.40 Top 2 En Espanol 
(9759594) 11.00 The Technology 
Programme — Design and Make It 
(4066827) 11.IS Stage One — Natural 
Inventions (4089778) 

1130 Here’s One I Made Earlier (r) (1) (5285) 
1230 Sesame Street (66223) 1230pm I 
Dream of Jeannie (r) (T) (92136) 1.00 
Judge Jo Brown (T) (5971846) 

1.35 An American Guerrilla in the 
□pm Philippines (1950) Tyrone Power helps 
guerrillas to fight the Japanese. Directed 
by Fritz Lang (T) (62909827) 

330 Collectors’ Lot (T) (579) 430 Fifteen-to- 
One (T) (556) 430 Countdown (T) 
(7652846) 435 Riclo Lake (T) (5288469) 
530 Pet Rescue Roadshow (I) (420) 

630TF! Friday Joining Chris Evans are Sheryl 
Crow. Eddie tzzard and Keith Ftoyd 
(77827) 

7.00 Channel 4 News (T) (489117) 

735 The Politi cal Slot (942730) 

8.00 Bjg g^!&| Garden Doctors Partially 
ijSB S—?! oeal and blind choreographer 
Jacob Mar ley has his garden made over 
by the team (I) (7049) 

830 Brookskfe Kylie makes a sinister 
discovery (T) (6556) 


CHANNEL 5 ON SATELLITE 
Channel 5 is now broadcasting on 
transponder No 63 on the Asira Satellite. 
Viewers with a Video crypt decoder will 
be able to receive the channel free of 

charge. Frequencies for transponder No 
63 are picture: 1032075 GHz; sound: 
7.02 and 730 MHz 

6 . 00 am 5 News and Sport (2604204) 7.00 
WideWorld (r) (T) (6360681) 730 

Milkshake! (7563533) 

735 Wlmzfe’s House (r) (1881117) 830 
Havakazoo (r) (2774759) 830 
Dapptedown Farm (2766730) 

9.00 Floyd Uncorked (r) (T) (7693198) 935 
Russell Grant's Postcards (r) (4448594) 
930 The Oprah Winfrey Show (1604907) 
10.20 Sunset Beach (T) (2207223) 11.10 
Leeza (r) (9229488) 1230 5 News at 
Noon (T) (2777846) 

1230pm Family Affaire (r) (7) (7608914) 1.00 
The Bold and the Beautiful (T) (6369952) 
130 Sons and Daughters (7607285) 
230100 Per Cent Gold (5922198) 2.30 
Good Afternoon (6337681) 

330 Kissing Miranda (1995. TVM) with Larry 
gams Poindexter and Alex Meneses. A top 
Butt salesman has an affair with his boss's 
daughter and she offers him promotion in 
exchange for marriage. Directed by Aleks 
Horvai (T) (3759399) 

530 The Roseanne Show (7540579) 6.00 
100 Per Cent (5420662) 630 Family 
Affairs (T)(5411914) 

7.00 5 News (T) (5926914) 




Frostmp 
iction of c 


selection of guests (730pm) 

730 Frostrap on Friday Arts and 

entertainment chat show (5417198) 

830 Fort Boyard (T) (9275662) 

9.00 Once You Meet a Stranger (1996. TVM) 

M Thriller with Jacqueline Bissett and 
Theresa Russell. Two women jokingly 
agree to trade murders, but when one of 
the murders takes place, the other 
woman realises she's expected to keep 
the deal. Directed by Tommy Lee Wallace 
(T) (79616876) 

10.40 The People Vs Jerry Sadowftz Comic 
talk show (7356117) 

11.10 American Boyfriends (1989) Drama 

M with Margaret Garet Langnck and John 
Wrldman. Canadian teenage friends find 
love and adventure on a long trip. 
Directed by Sandy Wilson £7432198) 
130 am The Road Home (1989) Drama 

n about the rehabilitation ol a violent 
teenager, with Donald Sutherland and 
Adam Horowitz (22291995) 

335 Spare tire Rod (1961) Classroom drama 

n with Max Bygraves and Donald 
Pleasence (4821624) 

4.40 Prisoner: Cell Block H (2729605) 5.30 
100 Per Cent ft) (1670686) 




5MD. CABLE 


• For farther listings see 

Saturday's Vision 

SKY 1 _ 

7JMain The Srnpsons 7.30 Tho 

Cnrrs Evans BreaMasi Show 1997301 B-30 
Hollywood Squares 186001) 9.00 GiiUv* 
148675 ) 1000 Saiy Jessy Raphael (991361 
1 UM Oprah (793721 1100 The Chris 
Evans BreaWsfl Show (1141198) 15L55pro 
Special h CoBecnon (383U1117) 1.00 Pays 
.. at Our Lives ©49666?! 1-5S Special h 
(65669681) 2 M Sally Jessy 
TRaphael (80822231 7JSS Speoal K CoBec- 
uon (472231013iM Jenny Jones (5751353) 
3JS Special K Coiecuon (272SJ88I 4-00 
GtilW (33933! 5.00 Star Trek Deep Space 
Mre [4594 1 6-00 Mamed «uh Oi4d»en 
(6827) 6-30 Friends (1597) 7.00 The 
Smipsans 152231 730 The Simpsons 
(939118.00 The StmpEons (1643) 830 The 
Simpsons 12938! 9-00 TBA ®5020) 10J» 
Cops ©8846) 1030 Gaps (55074) 11.00 
Friends (346621 1130 SW) Trek Deep 
Space Nine (70310! 1230wn Renegade 
(4SS76! 130 Long Play (1&4W66) 

SKY BOX OFFICE _ 

To view any Urn telephone 0890 80068S 
Sh'r &jX OFFICE 1 [Transponder 26) 

Facer OK (1987) 

SKY SOX OFFICE 2 (Transponder 601 

GI Jane (1997) 

SKY BOX OFFICE 3 fTranspomter 59) 

Bran (1997) 

SKY BOX OFFICE 4 (Transponder 58) 

jacide Chan's Firat Sbflce (199Q 

FILM FOUR _ 

Channel 4’s Dbn subsexipton ehantraL 
For srjPscnpron deials. rmg 08CO « 123* 
6.00pm Short AtfnU on Span 
i3*.Ui39| 8.00 Bandwagon (1995) 
S?SS6) law The Tit and the UoOn 
(1994) (7S2S65111 JO The Pltew Book 
.11995) IWS76914I I^Oaffl The tOOn 
‘Configuration (I960) (4:30111-1 
< Blood Sfenpte (1983) |741l6Mi 

SKY MQV1EMAX _ 

8 . 009 m Son o* Godzffla 11*7) I2 i3jgi 
7^0 Sense and SenribUBy 
.>’5:62041 9.45 Friendships H«« 
;.gMi 1325677591 11J0 Freeze Frame 

IS) .MfiCI l-Wpm Son dl Coddta 
(1967) >41001) 3-°0 Sen3e and 

RekJ (1996) (6491513 pi T1» Craft 


(1996) (414401 1000 Scream (1396) 
(18802011155 Mgtdmare on Ehn Streel 
(1984) (554594) 1-30am Friday (he 13th 
(1980) (936792) 345 HaDoween SV: 
Return of Michael Myers (1888) 
063806051 

SKY PREMIER _ 

6-00aro Bg (1988) 1265751 8J» Three 
Wishes (1995) (58391) 10.00 ft Takes 
TWO (1995) (25438i 12.00 Big (T98B) 
(40914! 2.00pm Angels In the Atnc 
(1987) 07001) 4.00 Three Wfehes (1995) 
(7440) 6JM ft Takes Two (1995) (778®! 
8.00 The Minor Has TWo Faces (1996) 
(72310) 10-00 MulhoRand Fans (1996) 
(462594! 11.50 The Paflbearer (1906) 
(657020) 1-3Q«yn The DeOnerance ** 
Elatne (1996) (18044) 3.00 m the Line of 
Duty: Blaze ot Glory (1996) (&M50i 420 
Angels In the Attic (1W7) (529761 

SKY CINEMA _ 

AAOpm The Glass Menagerie (1850) 
(1462286) 6.00 Suspicion (1941) 

(0226952) &00 The Rein People (196^ 
16205469] 10.00 The LaugMng Police¬ 
man (1977) (1544V3S> 1155 The Outlaw 
(1943) 16929130i 1 . 50 am The Rainbow 
(1988) (6344711) 3.45 Son ol Paleface 
(1952) (65041537) 


. ajJOnm WCW Nftro on TNT ;7ti 750440 1 
11J5 WCW Thunder WCW ;56434739! 

I. 15am Ztasg (1970) (16086599) 3.15 
Shaft's Big Score (1972) i2564 - 6’6i 

SKY SPORTS 1 _ 

BJOam Funses ot Sped 7.00 Spocs Can:re 
7,15 Trans World Span 8.15 Spor.s Caiif? 
am Racsrg News 9JOO -'lend Cup o' 

II. 00 Spanish Pirara L?3 I.DOprn 

League Rewev, 1JO Fultd MunCa) 2JO 
Wtiai A Weaend 230 I’.aierspcns .Voha 
3J0 Rugbv CluP 4J0 Trans wcr« 5f»r: 
nan Whai A Weekend 8.00 Soors '-errja 
7.00 Scmx.i&j^ ForaaB Enjjnd ■- Szo - - 
iard'-Lr.e OJK) Wiesneig ii.oo 5pya 
Centre 12.00 Held :rw &k- l.oflam 

wresiwio 3.00 wane Cup 

5.00 Spots Cera^ 

SKY SPORTS 2 _ 

7 .00am Aeiosics 7JO Spc-is 'Centra 7^S 
Rapes r^.vs ai5 Fc—Th:?e 8.45 
Spent Centte 9-00 Tgn: 10.00 

FocKWn n* 1 10JO_ ru_» 

Ntundiat 11.00 Ccc-er Ajsira a ^ 


2 . 00 pm Worid Cuo ol GoU 420 ttfomen’s 
GoV LFGATcur Championship 5J0 World 
Scon Specel 6-00 WPJ Spurts 8J0 H20 
7.00 Cncttat- Ausna^a w EngUffid 1000 
Fuipol MuncSa! 1030 V.Kd Spirts 11 JO 
Moiorspon 1130 Cncie: Ausi/afia v 
Eripond — Ln,n 5£9am Dose 

SKY SPORTS 3 _ 

1 1.30am riitLies n SpcOT 1100 Trans 
World Spon 1 -OOpm Teh! Lines 220 
BoOby Charllon s Focroall Scraptxxfc 3J0 
ice HocJiev: undon i Newcaae 64M 
Uonnpoft'6JO msida ev Sertcn PGA Tour 
7.00 Wore Cup pi G« 9M Women's Goth 
lPGA Tow Cnaupransfip — Uve 11JJ0 
HXi 11J0 Read Tm 1200 Dose 

EUROSPORT _ 

7.308m Shoftiump* 1 ? 8-30 Alpine Suing 
10.00 Modem Fercaiton 11JOO tmema- 
liond f/oavsooFB 1200 Snautoantinff 
BS World Cup — Lire 1.00pm Alps* 
Siting 2.00 Terms Chase OwmpOTnships 
400 AVne s-mg 500Alpne Slang: World 
Cup Men s Gmi: — Lwe 600 API 

RaBi Apsiraiia t30 Mountain Biang 800 
Aipa -,2 Swtig iftoaa Cip Men's Gam 
Salem — L-.e BAS S^wcross 

Camppoftp — L'.c-IOOO Bowling 11OO 
£oemb Spc-ts 12-30am Cose 

UK GOLD _ 

7.00am Crrssroass 7JO Neighbours 735 
BJO Da B.J9.00 The B>fl 9-30 
Bergero: 10J0 Angen IIOODaflas 1106 
lanm izJSpm SasEndes 1.00 
Braro 200 Da'as 205 The BiB 309 
The &” Bergsrar 435 EaslHnders 
5J0 An~ds 600 Due Sum 7.00 May to 
Decsnoe r 7A0 i An t Hai ria Mum 8J0 
s Arm, 900 r.fon SehaOTg SadV 9M 
Ajt '.Vieceissnei. fe 1045 Wharever 
Happened «> me D^e:>' Lass? 11^The 34 
1135 The E-i 1205am Dr VJfo Ommbu& 

а. 10 FILM; Lawless Frontier 300 Shop- 
png '.'.in Sceenst up 

GRANADA PLUS _ 

б. 00am The S3. 7.00 m The Hause 

7JO The Fev* ?/w Gang 800 Surgical 
Sp.*r BJO a Fne ^c.-rnce 9-00 Cororia- 
I'On $\ 930 =-r-e:Z2* fair. lOJO 
Th-rrraornsifssic 1130 Huai: rr.e 01200 
Cvpnd'pn 3:1230pm Fann 

i.OO The P sa rti iJOJ.Vasehng 2.00 
Thar.ucmehwTP 3.00 Tne SKA* 1 oi Shei- 

-C-mss 4-DO =ra:esjr^s 5410 

^•431 Fr.e D 6.00 SKoaratt Tam 6J0 



Drew Barrymore Is on the receiving end of a terrif 
Wes Craven's daridy comic horror, Scream (Sky 


Coronation Si 7.00 Mission Impossible 
8.00 The Protesonsfc 9.00 Coroneuon Sr 
SJO Sez Lec 1030 Jeters Vffld 10J0 
Horn's Heroes 1130 Oose 
CARLTON SELECT fCABLE] 

5430pm What's CocJdng* EJO GrtdocL 
64)0 Lcndon Bndgo SJO PUt the OOwr One 
74)0 Boot 84)0 Bfoe Heelers 94M Low 
Hurts 104)0 Thai s Love 10-30 The Good 
Sex Guni; Abroad 1130 Safe and Sound 
11 JO My Two Wives 1230 Pifl the Other 
One 1230am Gritfoc* 1.00 Tates of the 
Unenpeaed 1 JO Tates o I me Unexpected 
24)0 Close 

DISNEY CHANNEL _ 

64Xam Bear ot tfie Big Bus House 84B) 
Gumrni Bears 730 Aladdn 7J5 101 
Dalmatians 8.00 Goof Troop 820 Tenon 
aid Purtaa 8.45 Winrte me Poon 830 
The Adii-ennres of Spot 9J0S Artnal She* 

9.15 Porta Drapers 9JD Beer m the 
Eme House 935 The Toolhbush FamDy 
1030 Bw See 10.15 Tote TV 1U0 Let'9 

Wogte.’ 1035 The Bg Garage 1050 PB 
and J oner 114» Sesame Sireel 124)0 The 
Adventures of Spoi 124Hpm Artmal Shell 

12.15 Pocfcer Dragons 12J0 tear m the 


B« Bue House 1255 The ToottOTrush 
FaMy 1.15 Tols TV 1 JO Lara WWef 1J5 
The Big Gaiage 130 PB end J Qrter 230 
Winrae the Pooh230 Quack Pack 34)0 The 
Utfe Mermari 330 Tknon and Plxnbaa 
145 Aladdn 4.10101 Daknaeans 430 An 
4necK 54X3 Smart Guy 530 Miaosoep 
5.45 Recess 630 The Wanda Veers SJO 
Boy Meets WarW 7.00 Pepper Aim 7.15 
Bfotherty tow 735 Miaosoep 830 RLM: 
Abddn and the King of Thlewea 930 
Mcraeoap 1030 Ctose 

FOX KIDS NETWORK _ 

64XMoti Power Rangers Tubo 74» Monel 
Kombei 730 Donley Kong Corny 83o 
Gooseboips 830 Beettetxvgs Mddlx 
94» Masted BderB30The InaedUe Hi* 
104)0 Irrm Mai 1030 X-Men 11.00 
Sputomsn 1130 Lie «rth Louie 1230 Ace 
Vert ura 1230pm Casper 1245 
Toonsyfcana 130 Sam and Max l.is 
Hone to Bern 1 JOThe imectele Hi* 230 
Iron Man 230 X-Men 330 SpUaman 330 
Roy and Lisa's Bg Rkfe 335 Mortal 
kombai 44)0 Ace itentura 54)0 
Coosetmips 530 Eerie Indaia too 
Donkey Kong Country830Mow^ Theme 
Jungle BcxA 74)0 Close 


NICKELODEON _ 

6.00am Ftaggie Ftock630 Muppa BaOraa 
74B Hey Arrokfl 730 Rugrata B30 Doug 
830 Arthur 9-00 TeieiutPies itoo 
Wtrrrae s House T0-30 Babar 114)0 The 
Mage School Bus 1130 PB Bear rtc 124)0 
Rugrals 1230pm Bbe's dues 14)0 Ba¬ 
nanas in Pyjores 130 Utfle Boat Stories 
200 Rocky and (he Podos/Bagpuss/rw 
Men 230 C8BC 330 Angry Beawrs 430 
CeWog 430 Rugrats 530 Sraei Staler 830 
Kenan and Kd 84)0 Sabnna me Teenage 
WKch 830 Moesha 7.00 Oosa 

TROUBLE _ 

730am California Dreams 730 Hang Time 
84)0 Saved by (he Be* The New Class 830 
USA HQh 94» Heart* sak 1030 

Swear 1030 HoDyoEfcs 1130 Sweet Valey 
M^i 1130 USA Hgn 1200 Ready or Not 
1230pm Sweat 230 Holyoaks 230 
Cafefomie Dreams 330 Ready or Not 330 
USA High 430The Frejm Prim* ri BeJ-As 
430 in me House 530 Sweet Valley High 
530 Hang Ttane 64)0 Saved Oytfw Belt The 
New dass630Mowee. Games and Videos 
7.00 to the House 730 The Fresh Prince of 
BsLAk&OO Ctose 

CHALLENGE TV _ 

54)0pm Crtwswss 530 Pnze Ttne 5.45 
Farnty Fortunes 6.15 Prize True 630 
Cach phrase 730 Prtzn Time 7.15100 Per 
Gem 735 Prize Time 735 The Crystal Maze 
94M Prize Time 215 Strto d Lucky 935 
Prize Time 104)0 Endurance UK1030Prize 
Time 1245 The Cooler 11.15 Pn» Time 
1130 Carnal Knowledge 1230am Tree- 
sura Hum 130 Second Guess 200 Studs 
230 Family Forhmes 330 Entfarance UK 
330BkxfcOuSlfK 44)0 FfmerHo-ftie 430 
Give Us a due 530 Shopping wth 
Scraenshop 

BRAVO _ 

830pm The Extremists 830 Bislvdo 9.00 
The Men Who Kdsd Kenrudy 104)0 
Barame ChempaBhip Wrestling 1030 
Scary Sex 114)0 FILM: Stuck on You 
14»am Sex Bytes 135 FILM: Space 
Zombie Bingo 930 The Men Who Killed 
Kennedy 430 ItaBan Stripping Hcu ec — rts 
54)0 Freaky Slones 630 Bushido 

PARAMOUNT COMEDY 

730pm Cfcetes 730 Desmonds 800 
Roseanne 830 Jurt 5h«s Me 930 Stan 
930 Setfeid 1030 HUt Manhetten 


1200 The Lale Show 1.00am Stedgehanv 
mer 130 The Critic 230 Dr Kate 230Soap 
330 Girls on Top 330 Mustard 

THE SCI-FI CHANNEL 

SATELLITE; 8pm-MIDMGHT ONLY 
94)0 Bariester Gnlacrca 1030 Ouantran 
Leap 1130 Dark Shadows 1130 The Ray 
Ibadtuy Theatre 1200 The TmAf£l Zone 
1.00pm Tates ol the Unexpected 130 Tates 
of I he Unexpected 230 The farvisfcle Man 
3-00 Bartesfer C.Maritm 4,00 Amaang 
Swnes430 Seaets ol lhe Pwannrmal 54)0 
Swings 800 The Flay Bradbury Theatre 
630 New Allred HteTOock 74)0 Ouartim 
Leap 830 Amazing Sloriee 830 HitfSand- 
er Raven 930 The Finger 104)0 FUJI: 
Invader 1130 So-Fi Channel Special 
1200 HLM: Flat of the North Star 
200 am Tenet* Muyo 230 Tates ol the 
Unexpected X00 Ctose 

HOME & LEISURE _ 

630am Trie Joy d PBJrtng 630 Garden¬ 
ers' Dory 74)0 Gaden Doacrs 730 A 
Weekend s Work 8.00 Rex Hum Fishing 
Adventures 830 Furniture on the Mend 
930 The Joy ol PaWmg 930 Gardeners' 
Diary 10.00 Garden Dooms 1030 A 
Weekancf& Work 114)0 Rea Him! Fistmg 
Adeemues 1130 FimDlue on lhe Mend 
12-00 Home Agate 1230pm Room lor 
Improvement 14)0 Cooteboul 130 In lhe 
Woriohop 200 HcmeBme 230 The 
Desman 34)0 Two's Country 330 These 
FowWalsH 

DISCOVERY _ 

4430pm Re* Hum RsHns Wert) 430Wheel 
Nuts 530 Fka Fights 64)0 Anfenaf Doctor 
730 Beyond 2000 830 The Best ol 
DEcouny. Mystery ol the Ghost Galeon 
930 Crocodie Hinlrr 104)0 Real Lives. 
Undemarer Cops 11-00 Weapons ol War 
UrftHQffe 1200 The Grart Egypdans 
14Bam Fbsl FHgtm 130 Wheel Nrts 24)0 
Close 

ANIMAL PLANET _ 

1200 ww Sanctuaries 1230pm Blue tear 
Adveraues 130 Nature Watch wun Juten 
Pstcfer 230 WUte Rescue 230 
HunarVNam 230 Zoo Story 430 Jack 
Hanna's Zco Lfe 430 WKUe SOS 530 
Harry's Praciee 530 Naa*e Watch wflh 
Jufcan Pefflfa' 830 KraD's Creatures 630 
Lasse 74X3 Ammal Hand Classes.' New 
Zealand — lhe Rosa and (ha Dragon 8410 
Animal Defer 830 tVW a Heart 930 
WMte Days 930 Emergency Vats 1030 


ESPU 1030 Nature's Babes 1130 Emer¬ 
gency Vais 1200 Close 

NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC 

7.00pm MlSCtWkous MeerKalG 200 Dteo- 
saur Week Curse ol the T-R& 84)0 Sacral 
Lie ot Cals 10.00 Morkeys ot Hanuman 
11.00 Adysinrim Sha-wnlf 124)0 Myslenes 
Undagiound 

THE HISTORY CHANNEL 

44)0pm American RewiuUon: RevoB 530 
Modem Mantels: Phonograph 530 Anaen 
Mysienee: Tomo of the Gods — Pyramids 
of Giza 74)0 Brule Force: Famous SmaJ 
Arms 730 Hauned History Legacy of lhe 
Bottle ol LWte Bqhom 
CARLTON FOOD (CABLE! 

94Mem Food Network Daly 930 Food la 
Thought 1030 Fra Taste 1030 lAfonaX 
T h omp so n Cortes 114X1 What's Cootang? 
1130 Caron's Kitchen Crttege 124W Food 
Network DaCy 1230pm Jarrry BnsiaWs 
Ccuvy CooMng 14)0 Food lor Though! 
130 An Untonan Kitchen 200 Hcma 
Shopping 230 Food Network Deify 200 
Far Better, For worse 330 Camn's kitchen 
Cottage 44)0 Antony's Morocco 430 Chcl 
kx a Day 54)0 Ckxe 

LIVING _ 

S4Xtem Tiny Lwmg 94)0 the Rrneanne 
Show 930 Jerry Springer 10-40 Mchaal 
Cole 1130 The Haa is On 1200 Lrwng 
Issues 1230pm ftescue 9H 14» Beyond 
Betel: Fed or Fiction 135 Can't Cook. 
V»tam Cock 24)5 Rokmda255 Lmng It Up 
335 The Roseanne Shew 435 Tempest! 
535 Ready. Steady, Cook 6.10 jBfiy 
Springer 74W Rescue 011 730 Beycnd 
BeUeh Fact or Fiction 94)0 Eroarcurment 
Nowl 94M FILM: Lowe la Another Town 
1130 Sac 1230 0 dm 

ZEE TV _ 

04Xten Euo Zindagi630Z6e Health Show 
730Jaagran730News 84»AapNAdairt 
830 Margarita 9.00 AdhAa 1030 Palhar 
H4» zeere Ka So tar 1130 Parampara 
1230 FBjil 200 pm Kaach Dhoop 230 
Ptmt Baaem 430 Campus 430 2 &e Za» 
530 Amaral 64)0 Aria at the Fanrigrt 
630 Zee and You: Showcase 730 Cha&Tie 
Baddoor 730 Emenanmert Expcess 200 
News 830 Aashewad 930 FMM (200 
News 1230pm Shotgun Show 14)0 Zee 
Prasenis 200 RLM 530 Just No Pmaem 
530 Sb Re Ga Na 
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MOTOR RALLYING 50 

Brothers united in 
aiming for world 
championship success 


SPORT 


GOLF 54 


Financial advisers take 
first-day lead in 
Corporate Challenge 
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Victory grants breathing space 

Hoddle earns 


extra time to 


silence critics 


By Oliver Holt, football correspondent 


BECAUSE he was smiling 
and the mood was right, it was 
put to Glenn Hoddle after Eng¬ 
land’s 2-0 win over the Czech 
Republic that he had gained a 
generous dutch of grey hairs 
over the past few troubled 
months. “The wily reason I’ve 
got grey hairs is because I've 
got a 15-year-old daughter.” he 
said. 

This was football as pleas¬ 
ure again, not as pain. Hoddle 
had scarcely smiled as much 
in the aftermath of the draw 
with Italy that took England to 
the World Cup. The England 
coach talked about how he 
had shared a joke with Ian 
Wright, his saviour-in-chief, hi 
the dressing-room after the 
game at Wembley on Wednes¬ 
day night and made it sound 
as though they were friends 
savouring the camaraderie of 
a great triumph. 

In some small way. perhaps 
they were. It may have been 
no coincidence that his most 
loyal disciples came through 
for him. Paul Merson, Wright 
and Darren Anderton. all dev¬ 
otees of Eileen Drewety and 
the Hoddle regime, came 
through just what it was be¬ 
ginning to seem as though his 
hold on the national team was 
in freefalL 

The crisis is not over yet. be¬ 
cause the result has done noth¬ 
ing to improve England’s 
standing in their European 
championship qualifying 
group. If they had lost 
though, the situation would 
have become ail but irretrieva¬ 
ble. Morale would have 
scraped the floor. Now, there 
is a glimmer of light 

If England are to have any 
chance of resuscitating their 
qualifying campaign by beat¬ 
ing Poland at Wembley on 
March 27. Hoddle, to use his 
own terminology, must take 
his arrogant bead off and start 
listening to some decent ad¬ 
vice. particularly in the area of 


man-management. However 
much he protests, he is coming 
perilously dose to losing his 
entire squad with his treat¬ 
ment of them, on the training 
pitch and in post-match de¬ 
briefings. If he does not im¬ 
prove that aspect of his coach¬ 
ing, the problem will worsen. 

Make no mistake, there is a 
significant number of players 
on the inside of the England 
squad seething about their 
treatment, about Hoddle’s dis¬ 
missiveness and coldness to¬ 
wards them, just as much as 
Andy Cole is from the outside. 
It is just that the ones on the in¬ 
side have too much to lose if 
they speak out 

U Hoddle is willing to listen 
and learn he will use the time 
between now and the next in¬ 
ternational. against France on 
February 10. to try to build a 
few bridges, to redefine his atti¬ 
tude towards his players. 
White he is about it. he could 
do worse than to take a couple 
of simple steps towards avoid¬ 
ing the kind of needless public 
relations gaffes that disfigured 
the run-up to the match 
against the Czechs. If he 
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I “There was no way I could i 
fall any lower than the point , 
/ got to in the summer 

Stan Collymore i 
breaks his sflence 




No 1568 


ACROSS 

i Promotion of khi (8) 

5 Part oFleg: baby animal (4) 

9 Suspension of hostilities (5) 
tO Obvious (7) 

11 That which is left over (7) 

12 Barbarian tribesmen (5) 

13 Getting bald (4.23) 

IS Challenging behaviour (S) 

20 Often resist (43) 

22 Warning: wariness (7) 

23 Surface lustre (5) 

24 Cleopatra its serpent (A 3 Q 
W) 

25 Get together (8) 


DOWN 

1 Oath-giving official (6) 

2 Drop like stone (7) 

3 Greek th (S) 

4 Amorous burble (5.8) 

6 Watchful (5) 

7 One irrationally worshipped 
( 6 ) 

8 Dwarf (6) 

14 H amorously incongruous |6) 

15 Saw (?) 

16 French chorus-line dance (6) 

17 Position, attitude (6) 

19Thin porridge (5) 

21 Strong cotton fabric (5) 


SOLUTION TO NO 1567 

ACROSS: 1 Brooking 5 Hill 8 Motie 9 Pushkin 11 Lot 
12 Aborigine 13 Dubbed 15 Emigre 18 Scapegoat 19 Pub 
20 Askance 21 Scuba 22 Mote 23 Handsome 
DOWN: I Bumbled 2 Octet 3 Keep an eye on 4 Nippon 
6 Inkling 7 Lunge 10 Stigmatised 14 Blanket 
16 Embrace 17 Novena 18 Swann 19 Pluto 


THE i£gS*TIM ES BOOKSHOP 


NEW TIMES CROSSWORD TITLES NOW AVAILABLE 
lOtBwde IBpGk.T-Q.in The Times Crosswords flkrt. 30 O 


¥*!*?** Qqgwqrd s tBprt 7-EZ.iff. Ttr -ftmes Crosswords {Bad. » Onto-Cm V* 
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Real target 
is spoilt 
for choice 


By Stephen Wood 


A LAND of opportunity is 
beckoning Steve McMana- 
man, if only he could decide 
how to get there. McM ana- 
man's contract at Liverpool 
expires at the end of the sea¬ 
son, and the number of dubs 
courting his services as a free 
agent has reached doable 
figures. 

Real Madrid are favourites 
to entice the 26~y ear-old for¬ 
ward. The Spanish club are ru¬ 
moured to have prepared a £3 
million bid. designed to fit in 
with the transfer window in 
Spain between December 21 
and January 3. Liverpool in¬ 
sist they have received no ap¬ 
proach from Real. 

Nevertheless. Real remain 
the likely destination, even 
though, as Cohn Gordon. Mc- 
Manaman’s advisor, revealed 
yesterday, there are up to 13 
other dubs interested. Gor¬ 
don said: “There is interest 
from England. Spain and Ita- 
ly.Nothing has been condud- 
ed yet because it is a big deci¬ 
sion facing Steve. He is also a 
loyal person, and could still 
deride to stay at LiverpooL” 

McM anamaa has a clause 
in his contract that states he 
may sign a pre-contract deal 
with any Other dub on January 
1,1999, and it is likely that Real 
will try and tempt him with a 
package worth £1.6 million a 
year, tax-free. 

Manchester United yester¬ 
day denied reports that they 
are to buy a controlling stake 
in Adelaide Sharks, the Aus¬ 
tralia-based football dub. 
Martin Edwards, the United 
chairman, said: “Those re¬ 
ports are absolutely untrue. 
We were approached by the 
Sharks m the summer, bin the 
board of directors turned 
down their proposals." 
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carries on regardless, then the 
same problems will resurface. 
Everyone prefers. positive 
thinking when it comes to the 
national team, but Hoddle 
and his advisers at the Root- 
ball Association sometimes 
seem to crave antagonism. 

Late on Wednesday night, 
thankfully, all was rosy. Hod- 
dle devoted foe majority of his 
press conference to a paean to 
Wright and Dion Dublin, the 
strike partnership that hod 
performed so well on its first 
outing. Wright set both goals 
in motion, Dublin provided a 
sublime flicked header to put 
Merson in for the second. 

“Dion was impeccable," 
Hoddle raid. “Anyone who 
ever suggested he was not in¬ 
ternational dass should be em¬ 
barrassed. His intelligence is 
spot on and he organises from 
the front, which is a very rare 
asset The movement from the 
front two was better tonight 
than it has been and because 
of that the passing was better. 
Wrightys movement off the 
ball was a lesson for any 
young striker. 

“Dion has got all-round abil¬ 
ity and he folds space where 
other players with more pace 
might not The first yard is in 
his head, just like it is with Ted¬ 
dy Sheringham. He is 
switched on defensively and 
despite everyone going on 
abrxit his age he is only 29. 
Wrighty knows it is going to 
stop for him at some stage, so 
why not just go out and enjoy 
himself? He loves the game. 

“Games like tonight are all 
about helping me find out 
whether the two of them could 
start against Poland. When 
you look at the talent we have 
got in Chat position with Alan 
Shearer and Michael Owen, 
then it bodes well for us. If any¬ 
thing did happen before the Po¬ 
land game and we were with¬ 
out those players, then we 
know now we have got the peo¬ 
ple to come in for item." 

Both Dublin and Wright, in 
fact, would be justified in feel¬ 
ing hard done by if they do not 
retain their places. At last, 
Hoddle has a nice problem to 
worry about. 
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Head start Alec Stewart foe England captain, took time outdaring foe final net practice 
before the start erf foe first Test of the Ashes series against Australia in Brisbane by showing 
off his football skills to the watching spectators. Photograph: Graham Chadwick/AUsport 
Taylor celebrates 100th Test page 52 


Hendry overrun as 
his game goes to pot 


LOP-SI DED snooker exchang¬ 
es involving Stephen Hendry 
are nothing new. On countless 
occasions, the Scot has ruth¬ 
lessly dissected challengers, 
working on the principle that 
the wider his margin of victo¬ 
ry. the more satisfaction he 
will extract from the result. 

At foe Liverpool Victoria 
United Kingdom champion¬ 
ship in Bournemouth last 
night. Hendry experienced a 
startling role reversal. After a 
session, on Wednesday 
evening, which must qualify 
as the worst of his career, Hen¬ 
dry was beaten by Marcus 
Campbell 90. 

Losing nine consecutive 
frames against a fellow-mem¬ 
ber of the snooker^ elite group 
would be unexpected enough 
for someone of Hendry's lofty 
status, but to be comprehen¬ 
sively routed by Campbell, a 
bespectacled journeyman 
from Dumbarton, is astound¬ 
ing. 

In 13 years as a professional, 
Hendry has only been white¬ 
washed four times — by Mark 
Johnston-Alteri, Joe Swail. 
Alan McManus, and as a rook¬ 
ie, by Paddy Brown. However, 
ail of those matches were con¬ 
tested over foe best-of-nine 
frame sprint distance. 

Previously, Hendry’s heavi¬ 
est defeat in a best-of-17 frame 
contest had been a 9-1 trounc¬ 
ing at the hands of Cliff Thor- 
bum in 1987. However, even 
that pales against his embar¬ 
rassingly ineffective attempt to 
contain Campbell, the world 
No 74. 

The six-times world champi¬ 
on. who led the rankings for 
an unbroken spell from 1990 
until he was displaced by John 
Higpns earlier this year, was 
devoid of confidence. He re¬ 
peatedly squandered scoring 


By Phil Yates 


opportunities and missed sev¬ 
eral elementary pots, to the 
growing bemusement of the 
crowd. 

Campbell, who edged Hen¬ 
dry W m the last 16 of the Scot¬ 
tish Open in February, wot 
the first two frames on the 
blue then eased away as Hen¬ 
dry suffered an unprecedented 
collapse. Not since losing 9-2 
to Mark Williams in the 1997 
British Open final has he been 
so thoroughly overwhelmed. 

At times. Hendry must have 
wished for the first session to 
end there and then. He aggre¬ 
gated only 33 points m its dos¬ 
ing six frames and did not 
reach double figures in any of 
the last five. Try as he might, 
Campbell could not disguise 
an element of surprise. 

It was difficult to detect any 
technical gremlins in a cue-ac¬ 
tion that has enabled Hendry 
to capture 66 titles worldwide 
and colleci unequalled total 
prize money of £5,729357. An 
unaccustomed dearth of self- 
belief is nearer the explana- 



Hendry: elementary misses 


tion. Hendry rallied from 7-0 
and 8-2 adrift to beat Mike 
Hailett 9-8 in the final of the 
1991 Benson and Hedges Mas¬ 
ters. but no one has ever man¬ 
aged to overturn 84) arrears in 
a best-of-17 frame match. 

On the day that Ronnie 
O'Sullivan withdrew from the 
championship due to “physi¬ 
cal and mental exhaustion". 
Hendry, who has wot only 
one of the last 14 world rank¬ 
ing tournaments he has en¬ 
tered, showed classic bum-out 
symptoms himself. 

With two thirds of the sea¬ 
son remaining, Hendry’s 
schedule is not the cause. On 
this evidence, a decade of pres¬ 
sure as the player everyone 
wants to beat looks to have 
weakened his powers. Wheth¬ 
er the malady is just a tempo¬ 
rary phase remains to be seen. 

Hendry certainly appears to 
have struck the same psycho¬ 
logical war encountered by Ste¬ 
ve Davis when be surrendered 
his position of pre-eminence. 
Davis partially recovered to 
add a significant number of 
trophies to his col lection, but 
was newer quite so fearsome 
again. 

Quin ten Haim, who caused 
an upset himself by beating 
Higgins in the first round of 
foe Grand Prix last month, 
awaits Campbell in the last 32 
after a decisive 9-3 victory over 
Billy Snaddon, Hendry’s 
erstwhile practice partner, 
yesterday. 

Teny Murphy, who was 
forced to miss foe qualifying 1 
competitions of the China In- , 
tamational. Thailand Open I 
and Irish Open two months i 
ago with a broken ankle, 
scored a welcome 9-3 win over I 

Lee Richardson and will now ; 
meet Brian Morgan or Hig¬ 
gins in foe last 16. 






England face 
sterner test 


against Italy 


By David Hands, rugby correspondent 
and Mark Souster 


ENGLAND, having scored 
more than 100 points against 
The Netherlands in their open¬ 
ing World Cup qualifying 
game, will be harder pressed 
against Italy in their second 
match. An unchanged XV wQl 
be on duty at the McAlpine Sta¬ 
dium, Huddersfield on Sun¬ 
day. seeking first place in the 
group and avoiding yet anoth¬ 
er draw which the World Cup 
organisers have seen fit to in¬ 
flict on the competing teams. 

The third-placed teams {The 
Netherlands, Georgia and, in 
ail probability, Portugal) go 
through to repechages, but trie 
second-placed teams in each of 
the three European qualifying 
groups must draw for the 
pools in which they compete in 
tire finals next year. The arcane 
ways of the organisers are baf¬ 
fling but. by hook or by crook, 
the host nations must end up 
as precisely that — hosts. 

In the unKkely event of Ire¬ 
land losing to Romania on 
Saturday, for example, they 
would still go through as 
Europe I; whatever happens 
at Huddersfield or. next 
month, at Murrayfidkl, Eng¬ 
land will be Europe 2 and Scot¬ 
land, Europe 3. All the more 
reason fora restructured tour¬ 
nament that recognises the 
huge unbalance of playing 
standards and seeded teams 
accordingly. 

Clive Woodward expects a 
physical game on Sunday 
even though the Italians, who 
confirm their starting XV 
today, are missing at least ten 
familiar faces. No Vaccari, no 
Ftranoescato. no Sgorion or 
Orfandi; injuries, suspension 
and personal differences have 
removed many of the players 
who have carried Italy to a 
place at the Five Nations table 
next season. 

“Ihis is Italy* first crack at 
England since the expansion 
of the Five Nations was an¬ 
nounced,’’ Woodward, Eng¬ 
land's coach, said. “They will 
be keen to do weD” 

The Netherlands, beaten 
67-7 by Italy on Wednesday 
night look forward now to a 
repechage meeting with South 
Korea. England took tilings 
gently yesterday, walking 
through their moves in train¬ 
ing at Leeds University before 
releasing the four players sur¬ 
plus to requirements this week¬ 
end — Phil de Gian voile, Tom 
Brim, Tony Diprose and Will 
Green. 

Ten players have been sub¬ 


contracted to foe management 
group foal has organised an 
English entry to the Dubai 
Sevens on December 2-4. The 
squad, which will be coached 
by Andrew Harriman, will be 
led hy Mike Friday, foe Wasps 
scrum half. 

Scotland have dropped Gre¬ 
gor Townsend for the internar 
tkmal against South Africa at 
Murrayfiekl tomorrow. 
Townsend, who is replaced by 
Duncan Hodge, is one of five 
changes to foe side, an¬ 
nounced yesterday, that lost to 
the New Zealand Maoris last 
Saturday. Rob Wainwright, 
Rowen Shepherd and Tony 
Stanger were omitted from fife 


ph 


TEAMS 


ENGLAND: M B Piny (Baft): D D U«ar. 
(Hanequftw. w J H ft a a m waad flUtfca*-, 
ter). J C ancon (Baft). A S Harts* 
(Lecaao): P J Grayson (Northsmjtan).ll 
J S Dawson (Northampton); J Lauani 
{Harieratos). R CockeriB (Lb 
Garfcrifi (Leicester M O Johnson 
(Lacssffir, captain). 6 S Archer (Nrtcas- 
m. B B cSrtw (Richmond). N A Back 
(Lacestw). M E Cony (laca atal »► 








(Noftamp- 


(London tab). II Friday 
nay (Saracens). C Deals 
Forts (Northampton). G “ 

St&mAND: D LM (UKXton „- 

Trtl {Newcastle Fateons). J Mayer 
burgh RoruerS), J IssBa (Glasgow C 
nans). C Murray (Ednbugh Ravers); D 
Hodtts (EcMm^i fiBfesasI B RHjpaft 
i Reivers.-captain): T Sntt 
CrtudortaraO, G BuBoch (Gte- 
gawCaledotwial.PB w nal (London SooEy ?■ 
Si). S Murray (Bedtord), G Wrtr (Nowcas-' • 
fie Fateons). P Wttoa (Newcastle F* 
cons). A PWntoay (Northampton), ME. >r- 
Mm (Bath). B e ptac a urti: K Logan - 
(Wasps). G Townsend (Bme). G Ann- -.'-r- 
strong tNancaatle Fateona), M LoafcjEd- 

tr*w3'ffewBt5|,S<»toWW(~-' ' 

dorians). D tflHon (Baft). S 
[Ednburoh Reivere). 


squad altogether on Wednes¬ 
day, while Townsend and Stu¬ 
art Grimes, who makes way 
for Doddle Weir, have them¬ 
selves to be content with places 

on the bench. 

There are three new caps, 
foe centre pairing of Jamie 
Mayer and John Leslie, and 
Anthony Rxintney. the North¬ 
ampton open-side flanker who 
was born in the Channel 
Islands but opted for Scotland 
under foe tutelage of Ian 
McGeechan, his dub coach. 

Alan Tait switches to the 
right wing. Scotland brought 
forward foe announcement of 
their team by a day to comply 
with a new International 
Board directive which they 
had earlier overlooked. 





David Beckham - £6.7 miffion 
Michael Owen - £94 million 
Gladys Holm - £ 11.25 million! 


And now yon too can join Gladys. 
Discover how yon could earn Premiership stylo 
money and still have your Saturdays free - with 
Stock Market shaves that cost raider £1 

ITs a face With ferny Shares you really could make a fortune on the 
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